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‘THE GENERAL ConTENTS. OF THE SEVERAL’ Larrers 
IN VOL, 111, 


Lerrer I, P. 153, i 

COUNT Daonop repulfed in the attack upon Red-bank, p. t¢ 
~ The American and Britifh force under Wafbington and 
flowe, p. 3. Mudaifland, p. Ammredaced,’ p. 8. Phe dicen 
rican army at White Marfh, p. 1o—hut at Valley-forge, p. 11— 
their diftrefs, p. 12. Complaints of prifonérs being ill-ufed, 
p.15. Mr. prefident Hancock takes leave of congrefs, p. 18. 


The confederation, p. 23. Acts of congrefs, p. 36—refolve to 


recall Mr. Silas Deane, p. 38—refolve refpe&ting a loan from 
france and Spain, p. 40—refpeting the deputy clothier general 
at Boffox, p. 42. The convention troops at Cambridge, and the 
refolutions of congrefs for their detention, p. 44. Naval cap- 
tures, p. er. 


Lorre ll.©. BP. 499; 


A defign to remove general Wafbington from the command of 
the American army, p. 54. Congrefs receive a packet of blank 
papers, p. 60. The diftrefles of the Americans at Valley-forge, ps 
62. Wafhington’s thoughts upon providing half-pay for the 
officers, p. 63. Defects in the American medical department, 
p-70. Acts of congrefs, p. 73. They receive the treaties 
concluded between the king of France and the United States pe 
8o—addrefs the inhabitants of the United States, p. 83. The 
South Carolinians new model their temporary form of govern. 
ment, p. 85. The Randolph frigate blown up, p. 87. The 


| Mifchianza in-honor of Sir HW’. Howe, p. go. ‘The marquis de - | 


la Fayette, with 2500 men, narrowly efcapes being cut off by the 
Lritifo forces, p. ope 


Pee TRS WY OOP, Q2—1I5. 
~The condué& of the French, P: 93. Upon the news of the 


_ Saratoga convention, the Anerican commiffioners are received 


_ by the court in their public charaéter, p- 96. Preliminaries of 
a treaty are delivered to them, p. 98. ‘The London merchants 

raife money for the relief of the Anerican prifoners, p.gg. Mi- 
-nifterial attempts for raifing a body of troops, by a voluntary 


fupply from the people, p. roe. ‘The treaties between France 
and the United States are figned, p. 103. Lord North's conci- 


_hiatory propofitions, p. rog. General Gates’s letter to the earl 


of Thanet, p. 106. The French refcript informing the Britifh 


court: of the treaty between France and the United States, and 
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‘ghe fame aid before the houfe of commons, Pp. 108. The Ames 
rican commiffioners have a public audience of the French king, 
p. 110. Lord Chatham feized with a fainting, while engaged 
in {peaking againft the acknowledgment of American independence, 
p. 111. Count d’Bfaing fails from Toulon, p. 112. An act 
pafled for relieving the papifts, p. 113. Admiral Keppel fails on 
4-cruife of Ujbant, p. 115- 


. Ledorer IV. P. 116—127. 


Accounts of admiral Keppel, -p. 116. He engages the French 
feet under- count d’Orvilliers, p.» 122-—returns fo Plymouth, 
Pd Seas 2 OM | 

: sitter TER Vy. Bi 125-203 

The Britifb commiffioners for reftoring peace arrive at Phi- 
ladelphia, p. 129. ‘The Britifh army under Sir Hlenry Clinton, 
evacuate that city, p.131- The American army purfue them, 
p. 133. Sir Hf. Clinton changes the difpofition of his troops, 
p. 135. General Lee, with the advanced American corps, OFr- 
dered to fall upon the rear-of the 2Briti/b, p. 136. «Some. fring 
between them, p. 141. Lee's corps retreats, p. 1446 IV afb- 
ington meets the troops, and orders them to make a ftand, p. 
146... The Briii/h are checked, p. 147—-and at length com- 
pelled to give way, p. 148. They arrive at Sandy Hook, p. 150. 
General Lée has charges exhibited againft him, and is tried ep. 
L5i Lord Howe arrives at Sandy Hook with the fleet from PAi- 
ledelpbia, p. 154. Count d’ Eficing’s fleet anchors without the. 
Hook, p. 155+. Lhe count fails for Newport, p»156. “Gene-. 


ral Sullivan, with a body of Americans, croiies over. to Rhode:. 


Lfland, Pp. 159- A violent ftorm prevents an engagement be- 
tween lord: Afowe and count’ d’ Effaing, p.160. ‘Lhe French 
decline profecuting the expedition againtt, Newport, p. 162. 
Sullivan’s troops engage the Briti/h, p. 165—a ad then retreat 
from off the ifland, p. 168. The &rzti/h expedition againft 
Bedford, p. 109- Governor ‘Johnfione’s attempts to corrupt 
certaifi members of congrefs, p..171- Congrefs refolve to hold 
no intercourfe with him, p. 172. “The Brityh commiffioners * 
appeal to the people, p. 173-—pubhth a valedictory manifeito 
and proclamation, p. 174« Acts of congrefs, p. 177. Mr. 
Gerard, the French plenipotentiary, has a public audience, p. 
178. The choice.of Dr. Franklin by congrels for their mini- 
fter plenipotentiary at the court of France, and their inftructions 
tohim, p.179. ‘The fudian expeditions againft the Conneéicut 
fettlers at Wyoming, p» 185. Colonel Clarke's expédition into 
the: Jndian country, p- 191.’ The Britib expedition ta Egg 


harbour, -p: 193+ ~ Quarrels between the Ameritans ‘and French” 


ms at 
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at Charlefown, in South Carolina, and at Bo/fon, p. 197- Count 
d’ Eflaing and his officers entertained at Bofton, p. 198—he fails 
» from thence, p. 200. Prefident Lawrens’s letter to governor 

Houflon, Pp» 203. : 


Lerrer VI. P. 204—238. 


The American colonel Butler’s expedition, p.-204. The 
Britith colonel Butler’s expedition to Cherry Valley, p. 207. 
_'Two quakers executed for high treafon againit the. common- 
wealth of Pennfylvania, p. 207. ‘The plan for reducing Canada 
confidered and laid afide, p. 209. The Briti/h operations againft 
Georgia, p. 211. Mre Silas Deane and congrefs, p. 216. Mr. 
Payne addrefles.-him under the fignature of Common Senfe, p. 
21%. Mr. Gerard alarmed by the publications ; and the refolves 
of congrefs concerning them, p. 221. The affairs of the Unated 
States in a deplorable condition, p. 223. The committee of 
congrefs report the communications of Mr. Gerard, p. 225. 
The count de Vergennes’s policy, p. 226. General Lincoln fent 
to South Carolina, p. 228—proceeds to Georgia, p. 229. The 
South Carolina tories routed, p. 231. General Afbe furprifed 
and defeated, p. 233. A number. of loyal refugees at New 
York imbody, p. 236. Dominica taken by the french, p. 237+ 


Lerter VIL P.239—253. 


“Admiral Keppel tried and honorably acquitted, p. 240. Sir 
Hugh Palhifer tried and acquitted, p. 241. Admiral Barring- 
ton, with a body of Briti/h troeps, engages in an expedition 
- againft St. Lucie, and takes it, notwithftanding count d’L/faing’s 
efforts to fave it, p. 243. Riots at Gla/gow and Edinburgh, p. 
248. Che Britifh cruiters feize Dutch vellels, p. 249- Gene- 
ral Munro takes Pondicherry, p. 252. 


Letrer.VIi. | P. 253—287. 


Upon General Lincoln’s marching far up the Savannah, oe- 
neral Prevoff enters South Carolina, and puthes on for Charle/- 
town, Pp. 254-——he retreats from before the place, ps as7.. ° Lin- 
coln attacks a part. of the Briti/h army at Stono Ferry, p. 258. 
General’ Matthew makes a defcent. on Virginia, p. 260. Sir 
Henry Clinton takes Stoney Point, p. 201. Colonel Clarke’s ex- 
_ pedition againft. lieut. governor Hamilton of Detroit, p. 263. 
Governor: Tryon’s expedition againft Mew Haven, Fairfield, and 
~ Norwalk, p. 205: “General Wayne retakes Stoney Point, p. 

268. Acts of, congrefS,.p. 27r~ The minifter of France has 


.a conference with congrefs, p. 273. ..Major Lee’s expecition 
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apainft the Britifs poft at Powle’s Hook, p. 283. St. Vincent 


taken by the French, p. 286. 


Letrrer IX.  P. 287—304- 
The French fleet. fails from Bre? and joins the Spanifh, p. 
288. he Spaxifh ambaflador prefents a manifefto to the Bri- 
rfp fecretary, p. 28g. The combined fleets fteer for Phynouth, 


p- 2g1—abandon the Briti/h coafts, p. 292. Grenada taken by 


the Frenca, p. 293 Admiral Byron engages count d’Eftaingy 


295. Captain Paul “fones engages capt. Pearfon, p. 297.., 


Pp: 
Sir ‘fofeph Yorke prefents a memorial to their High Mightineffes, 
p. 300. he ftate of freland,’ p. 302. Gibraltar invetted, 


P. 204~ 
LETTER X.  P. 304-339. 


The expedition from Bo/fon againtt the Briti/fh poft at Penob- 


fest, p. 305. General Sudfivan’s expedition againft the Indians; 
p- 307. /nudian and American expeditions, againft each other, 
p- 312. The Spanifh governor of Louifana recognizes Aneri- 


can independency, and marches againft the Briti/h fettlements on’ 


the Adi/ifippi, p. 314. Congres conclude upon an ultimatum, 
and write to Dr. Franklin, p. 315. Mr. Gerard’s private au- 
dience of congrefs, p. 319. Congrefs choofe Mr. %, 

minifter at the court of Adadrid, and Mr. ‘fohn Adams for their 
minifter to negotiate a treaty of peace, anda treaty of com- 
merce with Great britqin, p. 321——-they addrefs a long letter to 
their conftituents on their finances, p. 322. Count ad Eftaing 
fails from the #Vef? Indies for the American continent, p. 325— 
fummons Savannah to furrender, p. 327. He and general 
Lincoln are repulfedin an attack upon the town, p. 330. Con- 


grefs reiolve to erect a monument to the memory of count Pu- | 


lofki, p.332- “The Britis evacuate Rhade Ifland, p. 333. The 


communications of the drench minifter to congrefs, p. 335. 


Lerree®.- XI. P. 239400. 

Congrefs’s anfwer tothe communications of the minifter of 
France, p. 339s The fecond conference of the minifter of 
France, ps 342.’ Fhe diftrels-of /Habingion’s army for want of 
bread, pi gaa. . Sir Af, Chnton’s expedition to South Carolina, 
p. 246. “Phe Brif) open their batteries againtt Charlefowny 
p. 351. Colonels: Tarleton and I ebfler deteat the American’ 


hortesp3. 35a 355. * General Arreolwturrenders: Charlejtowny p: 


358. Farleten deteats colonel Baford, p. 360. “Fhe diftretied* 


fituation of the: American .commandér in chief, p. 762. An 
unufualdarknefs in the: Mew. Eneildad: fates; Pigess Ae large 
body, of the: royal troops cro&: from Satie Gland to Biizabeth- 


. 20s 


ay for their 


ed, p. 443. Tarleton defeats Sumpter, p.- 447. ~The relics of 
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town, p. 368. Mes. Caldwell killed, p. 369. The troops leave 
Elizabeth-town and march to Springfield, p. 372—then ftopped 
by general Greene, p. 373—burn Springfield and return to Sta- 
ten Ifland, idem. - ‘The efforts of the Philadelphia gentlemen 
and ladies to relieve WVajhington’s army, p. 375. “The preamble 
of the Pennfyluania act againft flavery, p. 377. A French fect, 
with troops, arrive at Newport, p. 379. he affairs of South 
Carolina, p. 382. Lord Cornwallis left in command at Charle/- 
town, p. 385. Colonel Sumpter, beimg chofen by a party of 
South Carolina exiles to lead them, returns with them into the 
flate, and takes the field againft the victorious Britifh, p. 387. 
‘Congrefs unanimoufly refolve, that general Gates fhould take 
the command of the fouthern department, p. 391. He joins 
the troops, marches, and encamps on the road to Camden, p. 
392. Juftice Pendleton’s letter to lord Cornwallis, p. 393. 
Congre(s refolve on deftroying all the old paper emifiion, and 
on adopting a new emiffion, p. 394. The Adaffachufetts con- 
vention agree upon a con/iitution for the commonwealth, p. 296. 
Their general court incorporate a fociety, by the name of The 
American Academy of Aris and Sctences, p. 398. 


-Letrer Xil.  P. 400-427. 


The affairs of Ireland, p. 400. Captain Fielding not being 
allowed to examine the Dutch fhips under the convoy of count 
Byland, employs force, p.. 401. Uhe armed neutrality, p. 403. 
Sir George Rodney engages and defeats the Spani/h fleet under 
Don Langara, p- 407- Don Galvex’s expedition againft AL- 
bille, p. 409. Sir George Rodney.engages count de Guichen, p. 
411. County petitions for the redrefs. of grievances, p. 413. 
The houfe of commons vote in favor of redreffing the fame,. p. 


415. All hopes of obtaining redrefs from that houfe are at an 


end, p. 416. Lord George Gordon, the proteflant affociation, 

and the -fubfequent convullions, p. 417—his lordihip conduéted 

to the Tower, p. 424. An eventual treaty between the States 

of Holland and the United States of America, figned by the di- 

rection of Mr. Van Berckel, p.-426.. } ' 
Lerrer XII. P. 427—499. 

The military operations in Seuth Carolina, p. 427. General 
Gates takes the direct route to Gamden, p. 430—joins the mi- 
litia under general Cafwell, p. 432—conducts his army to Cler- 
mont, p. 433—marches on toward Camden, p. 436—is unex- 
pectedly met by lord Cornwallis at the head of the Briti/h troops, 
and is defeated by him, p. 437+ Baron de Kalb mortally wound- 
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the American army retreat to Sak/bury, p. 448—are ordered ta 
Hillfoorough, p. 450. Cornwallis’s orders relative to the treat- 
ment of South Carolina, p. 451. A number of the citizens of 
Charleftown, prifoners under the capitulation, fent to St. duguf- 
tine, p» 452 General AZarion’s exertions againft the Briti/b 
adherents, p. 454. The arrangement of the broken American 
troops, p.459. Major Fergufon ordered to manceuvre through 
the northern parts of South Carolina, and then to join lord Corn- 
wallis at Charlotte, p. 462—is purfued, defeated and flain, p. 
463. His lordfhip’s letter to general Smallwood, p. 467. Gates’s 
troops march to Salifoury, p. 469. Sumpter defeats major 
Weyms ; is afterward attacked by Zarleton, whom he alfo de- 
feats, p, 471. Gutes moves his head quarters to Charlotte, and 
there furrenders the army into general Greene’s hands, p. 472. 
Lieut. colonel Wa/hingten takes the Briti/h poft at Clermont by 
ftratagem, p- 474. ‘The congrefs refolve refpecting Gates, p. 
474. Acts of congrefs, p. 476. General Vafhingion’s difi~ 
culties; p. 478—he meets count de Rochambeau and admiral 
Ternay at Hartford. p. 480. The fcheme for delivering ef 
Point into the hands of Sir H. Clinton difcovered, idem. Ma- 


jor Andre taken, while on his way to New York, p. 482. Ar- 


nold, upon receiving information of it, haftens on board the 
Vulture Britifh floop of war, p. 484. udre adjudged to be 
confidered as a fpy, p. 487—-and dies as fuch, univerfally ef- 
teemed and regretted, p. 488. WVa/hbington’s thoughts on the 
whole affair, p. 4g0. Sir Al. Clinton fends troops to Virginia, 
p- 491. A general exchange of prifoners fettled by the Briti/b 
and American generals, Phillips and Lincola, p. 492. ‘The re- 
folve of congrefs relative to the three militia men, who took 
Andre, p. 493» Major Tallmadge’s expedition to Long Ifland, 
idem. Congrefs determine on having a permanent army, p. 
494-—take into ferious confideration the abfolute neceflity of a 
large and immediate foreign aid of money, p. 495. ‘The do- 


nations of the daughters of liberty in Philadelphia and the neigh- © 


bourhood, to the American foldiers, p. 496. The Maffachufetts 
begin their government agreeable to the new conftitution, and 
Fohn Hancock efq; is declared ‘to have been elected governor, 
p. 498. Admiral Ternay dies at Newport, p. 499. 


ERRATA befide thofe at the End of the Volume. 
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Page 361, line 12, read wereLdaft line read ftraits.. P. 365, laft line 


.-and firft- of 366, read onthe f{pecial bufinefs of examining the con; 
{titution agreed upon. by, the Maflaehufetts convention. P, 407, laft 
line, .xeag and two which had. fuffered lefs,, into Cadiz. | meas 
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RISE, PROGRESS, ano CONCLUSION 
OF THE 


NORTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
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| Roxbury, Fon. 29, 1778. 
My pear Sir, 


| a HE military operations : Pennfilvahtd; are to bé 1777 
the fubjects of our immediate attention. About 

afortnight after the German-town battle on the 19th 

_ of October, the royal army under the command of Sir 

- William Howe removed to Philadelphia. 

_ Meafures being concerted between the general and 

admiral for clearing the Delaware of its obftruétions, 

_ the former ordered batteries to be erected on the weftern 

or Pennfylvania fhore, to afitt in dillodging the Ame- 

ricans from Mud-ifland. He alfo detached’a ftrong 

_ body of Heffians acrofs the river, who were to march 

down and reduce the fort.at Red-bank, while the fhips 

- and batteries onthe other fide were to attack Mud-ifland: 

| Count Donop commanded the detachment,’ confifting 

of three battalions of grenadiers and the -regiment ae 

| Mirback, befide light infantry a chaffeurs. The Ame- 

‘anyon, IIT, Dee. ricarige 
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5777+ ricans were about 400 under col. Chriftopher Greene of 
O&. Rhode Ifland. When near enough, the count. fent a 


> 
Zao 


defend the fort to the laft extremity.” 


by lieut. col. Linfing. 


flag and demanded a furrender of the fort in the moft 
peremptory. terms. ‘The colonel concealed the createft 


part of his men, fo that the officer with the flag thought © 


the garrifon very fmall. Greene anfwered—<I fhal} 
Donop attacked 
the intrenchments, and after a {harp adtion carried an 
extenfive outwork, not half completed; but in the body 
of the redoubt, which afforded a better covering, the 
defence was equally vigorous and far more fuccefsful. 


Here indeed the Americans meant to rifk the fate of the 


fort, as they would have the greateft advantage of the 


affailants. "The Count was.mortally wounded and taken 
prifoner. Several of his beft officers were killed or dif- 
abled ; and the Heffians, after a defperate engagement, 


were repulfed, The fecond in command being alfo’ 


dangeroufly wounded, the detachment was brought off 
It fuffered not only in the affault 
but in the approach to and retreat from the fort, by the 
fire of the American gallies and floating batteries. The 
whole lofs was probably not lefs than 4 or 500 men. 
Congrefs have fince refolved to aa col. Greene with 
an elegant fword. ‘The men of-war and frigates def. 
tined for the attack of Mud-ifland alias Fort Miffiin, 
were equally unfortunate. ‘The fhips could not bring 
their fire to bear .with any great effect upon the works. 


‘The extraordinary defences with which the free courfe of 


the river had been intercepted, had affected its bed, and 


altered its known and natural channel. By this mean | 


the Augufta man of war.and Merlin floop were ground- 
¢d fo faft, that there was: no:pofiibility of getting them 
3 of, 


ME iRICAN REVOLUTION, 
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of The ‘ceed while engaged took fire, and the 2777 


Merlin was haftily « evacuated. The. greater part of the 
officers and crew of the Augutta were faved ; but the 
fecond lieutenant, chaplain, gunner, and no inconfider- 


a ‘able number of the common men perifhed. Notwith« 
) ftanding this. ill fuccefs, the Britith commanders profe- 


cuted with vigor. the bufinefs of opening the navigation. 
Nor were the Americans adie ; for tl hey J left nothing un- 

‘General aks gave the idesliontie ftate of his 
army,“ Our whole force by the laft returns is 8313 
continental troops; and 2717 militia, rank and file, fit 
for duty: befide the garrifon of Mud-ifland amounting 
to 300 continentals, of Red-bank 350, and a detach- 
ment of militia (on the 26th to reinforce it) 300; and 


the troops on. the other fide of Schuylkill 500, making 
together 14.50.” 
ae 12,480 men. 
more than 10,000 rank and file, prelent and fit for duty. 


Thus it appears, that his whole ftrength 
Sir W. Howe’s probably amounted to 


Tt had received no increafe worth menti tioning ffom among 
the inhabitants of Pennfylvania or the neighbouring 
ftates, though large promifes had been made (by fome 
fanguine ¢ gentlemen who had joined him) that thoufands 


of loyal fubje@s would tepair to the royal ftandard as 


foon as it fhould make its appearance in Pennfylvania. 
The American commander in chief certainly fuppofed, 
that general Howe’ s force exceeded his own in number, 
for, on the 13th of November, he wrote; — «6 « The army 

which I have hhad.under my. immediate command has 


aes at any one time fince gen. Howe’s landing at the 
head of. Eilk, ‘been equal i in point of numbers to his. 


Tn » afcertalning, this, I do not confine myfelf to conti- 
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“PHE HISTORY OF THE 


4777-nental troops, but comprehend militia. I was left to 


fight two battles, in order if poffible to fave Philadel- 


phia, with lefs numbers than compofed the army of my 
antagonift, whilft the world has given us at leaft double. 
This, though mortifying in fome points of view, I have 
been obliged to encourage ; becaufe next to being ftrong, 
it is beft-to be thought’ fo by the ‘enemy, and ‘to this 
caufe principally, I think, is tobe attributed the flow 
movements of Howe.” The cafe’was different in the 
northern department. -‘There the ‘ftates of New York 


_and New England refolving to crufh Burgoyne, conti- 


nued pouring in their troops till the ‘furrender of his 
army. - Had the fame {pirit pervaded the people of 
Pennfylvania and the neighbouring ftates, Wafhington 
might, before the date of his letter, had Howe nearly in 
the fame fituation with Burgoyne.’ The Pennfylvania 
militia were faid to be 30,000, but about’ 3000 was the 
higheft number brought into the field. ‘In ‘the eftima- 
tionof forne New England gentlemen, “ the peafants of 
that country are extremely ignorant and brutifh. - “They 
area mixture of high and low Dutch, and fo exceeding 
illiterate, that few of them-can read, and fearce-any can 
write. They have no-other ideas: of ‘liberty er flavery, 
than as it affects their property; and it 1s immaterial to 
them, whether Great Britain or America prevails, fo 
that they may be exempted from paying their propor- 
tion of the ae ‘of the war. J eee 4 the at 
road to flavery.” 

While the Britifh were ate wedaimede in pofieffing 
the city of Philadelphia, gen. Wafhington fent’ off lieut. 


col. Samuel Smith of the. Maryland line, with 2Go men, 
- whowere to proceed and poffefs themfelvesof Maud-ifland. 
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By quick .marches he arrived with his party at the lower 1797, 


ferry, and.with. cifficulty threw. himfelf into the fort, 
which he found, in a wretched. condition; without am- 
munition, provifion or ftores, garrifoned by about thirty 
militia. He had with him two- -excellent officers of ar- 
tillery, to whom he affigned fifty. of his beft men, who 
were trained to. the guns... The colonel, with commo- 
dore Hazlewood and capt. Robinton, a brave naval of- 


Lcet, vifited Province-ifland, principally under. water, 


the banks haying been cut by order. The colonel pointed 
out two dry places, where the enemy might ereét works, 
the neareft about 4 or 500 yards from that fide of the 
American works where the defences were only palifades, 


one gun and two weak block-houtfes. With great. labor 


he undertook. to erect a two gun battery without the fort, 
fo as to make a crofs fire on the fpot, He had. not 
finifhed, before the enemy took pofleffion of the ground 
he moft dreaded ; but by a well directed fire from: the 


block-houfe batteries and gallies, ere they had a gun 


ready, the Americans wounded the commander, and 
the party delivered themfelves up prifoners. While 


thefe were removing, another party came down from 


the heights, and deceiving major Ballard. with offers of 


fubmiffion, till too near to be prevented, repofiefled 


- themfelves of the battery, from whence they annoyed the 


garrifon very much. Many of the men and officers hay= 
ing fickened through the unhealthinefs of the, place, the 
colonel was reinforced by the. firft Vir ginia regiment of 
about 120 men, The enemy haying g got up part of the 
chevaux de inne brought i in. their ‘tipping, and made 
an attack as above related... One American {quadron of 


four gallies behaved well, ‘the others k Kept aloof, the’ 
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17'7'%0 cOhiniedote being it the diftahee of more than a hile, 


t 


The Britifh, bate that unfaccefsful attack, applied them- 


felves to the ftrengthening of their batteries on fore, 
and nightly fent up their boats with provifion to the city, 
by the pafflage between Mud and Province iflands, while 
the commodore abfolutely refufed attempting to prevent 
them, upon the plea that a fingle bomb from the enemy 
would deftroy any of his gallies, There came three or 
four days of uncommon high tides, which drowned fome 
of the Britifh, and hindered their working any of their 


ouns, except one howitzer. This opportunity of an— 


noying them oe ace was not duly siti by 
the gallies, On the decreafe of the tides, the Britith 
renewed thelr fi fire with double vigor, and foon deftroyed 
the American two gun battery, blew up the north-weft 
block-houfe and laboratory, and compelled the garrifon 
to reek cover in the fort.’ Col. Smith, after avid de- 
fended it from the latter end of September, till the 1 ith 
of November, a few days excepted, was wounded by < 2 


{pent cannon fhot, and greatly bruifed by the bricks j it 


threw on him, which occafioned his removal to the 
main. His fatigues and dangers had been extreme’ 
and he fupported them with uncommon patience and 
fortitude, Upon his removal. the command devolved 
on lieut. col. Ruffel of the ‘Conneéticut line, but he 
being exhaufted with fatigue, and totally ‘deftitute of 
healch, requefted to be recalled. Upon the rath, the 
commander j in chief firnifed his orders ta the com- 


manding ‘general on the Jerfey fide, who direéted all 


he ‘mihtary Operations below Philadelphia, 6 defend 


: Mud- ifland, as long as poffible, without’ facrificing the 


garrifon,” ‘Thé commandirig general, for infuperable 


reafons, 
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reafons, could not detach an officer in rotation. Major ?777* 


Thayer, of the Rhode Ifland line, prefented himfelf a 
volunteer, and was appointed. | 
The Britith having every thing in readinefs, the Ifis 


and Somerfet men of war pafs up the eaft channel to at- 


~~ tack the works on Mud-ifland in front; feveral frigates 
draw up againft an American fort newly erected on the 
Jerfey fide, fituated fo as to flank the men of war in 
their ftation; and two armed veffels, the Vigilant, an 
Eaft Indiaman cut down to a battery of 20 twenty-four 
pounders on one fide, and a hulk with 3 twenty-four 
pounders, fuccefsfully make their way through a narrow 
channel on the weftern fide, a matter of the greateft im- 
portance, as thefe two veffels, in concert with the bat- 
teries on Province-ifland, enfilade the principal works 


Britith fire is difplayed from their land batteries, and 
their thipping in the river. The finall garrifon of 300 


men fuftain and repel the fhock with aftonifhing intre-_ 


pidity, for feveral hours, affifted by the American gal- 
lies and the batteries on the Jerfey fhore. By the mid- 
dle of the day their defences are levelled with the com- 
mon mud, and the officers and men expect each other’s 
fate, in the midft of carnage. Dumnng the day more 
than 1030 difcharges of cannon, from thirty-two to 
twelve pounders, are made in twenty minutes, from the 
batteries and fhipping of both fides, Early in the evene 
ing, major Thayer fends all. his garrifon afhore, except- 
ing forty, with whom he remains, braving-all danger. 
At twelve at night, many of the military ftores having 


pen previoufly fent away, the barracks are fired, when 


B4 3 the 


” 


on Mud-ifland. On the morning of the 15th, the whole alee. 
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"777-the major and his few brave companions quit, 7 crois 
to Red-bank *. 
In this affair there were near two hundred. and fifty 
of the garrifon killed and wounded. Three councils of 
war ‘had been called upon the fubject of relieving Fort 
Mifflin; and in the laft, it was concluded to attempt it, 
though it was believed that a general engagement would 
‘be the confequence: this however the Americans did 
not: regard, the ground being fuch as they wifhed, if 
called to fight the enemy. The night before the attempt 
could be made, the fort was of neceffity evacuated. The 
congrefs, before this ‘event, had voted lieut. col. Smith 
an elegant fword for the gallant defence he had made on 
the 22d of October; but as they had voted: at.the fame 
time, the like to commodore Hazlewood, commander 
-. of the naval force in the Delaware, he did not think 
himfelf: much honored by it, and declined the prefent. 
Men of courage and judgment pronounce the commo- 
dore-a poltron; and. fay that if all the officers in the 
marine department had behaved with equal bravery to 
what the land officers did, the fort would not have been 
taken. Several of them are reckoned to have aéted.a 
daftardly part. It was obferved of Hazlewood, that he 
was fond of long fhot, and was thy of coming to clofe 
quarters. The reduction of the fort fecured to the Bri- 
‘tifh the fafe opportunity of fending up their fmall craft, at 
the back of the ifland, to the Schuylkill with provifions. 
and ftores, by day as well as by night. 


* See James. M. Varnum’s letter of Auguft the. fecoud, 1786, in the 
Providence Gazette, who was ee commanding general on _ the € Jerkey 
fide | ; 
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On the 18th. at night, lord Cornwallis marched with 1777. 
a confiderable force, and the:next day croffed the Dela- 
ware, in his way to Red-bank, which the Americans 
abandoned, leaving: behind them their artillery and a 
confiderable quantity of cannon-ball.. Some continental 
generals were appointed to give their opinion ‘upon the 
fpot to col. Greene. They favored an evacuation, and 
wifhed that he would join them. He .anfwered, “I 
thall follow your direction either, to evacuate or defend 
the fort. I know what we have done, when the works 
were not half completed. Now they are finifhed, and 
I am not afraid.” But the direction was to evacuate, 
which was complied with, though with manifeft relucs 
tance. The marquis dela Fayette accompanied gen: Greene 
into Jerfey, though his wound was not yet healedsvand y7 
on the 25th of November, with, only a handful: of 25. 
riflemen and militia, attacked a party of Heflians. and 
Britith, grenadiers, which he obliged;to retreat.. After 
this, conerefs refolved that he fhould-take the command 
of a divifion in the army. . p deere Tang 

“The American fhipping bioairianst now. loft all protec-_ 
tion, feveral of the gallies and other armed veffels, took 
the advantage of a ihe able night, kept clofe in with 
the Jerfey fhore,- paffed the batteries of Philadelphia, 
and efcaped to places of fecurity higher up. The re- 
maining feventeen finding an efcape impracticable, were 
abandoned by the crews and fired. ‘The Britifh how- 
ever confeffed, that the long and unexpected oppofition 
which they received. from Red-bank and Mud-ifland, 
broke in upon | ehieir plans for the remainder of the cam- 
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A detachment from the northern army, of fome of 
the New England brigades, was ordered down to join 
the American, commander in chief. When arrived at 
Fifh-kill a number of the New Hamphhire troops, to 
the amount of near 200, mutinied at the barracks on 
the evening of November the 4th, paraded with their 
arms, and began to march off in order. The exertions 
of the officers fupprefled them, but capt. Beall was fhot 
and mortally wounded ; he killed however the foldier 
that fhot him. The cry was, “ We havé no money, 
nor breeches, and will not crofs the river till we have 
received thefe articles.” It was feared that fome officers 
were at the bottom of the mutiny. As it was foon quel- 
led without infeCting the other troops, the whole march- 
ed on, tll they joined gen. Wafhington; who being 
thus reinforced, advanced to White Marfh, within 214 
miles of Philadelphia, and encamped in a ftrong pofi- 
tion. Sir W. Howe, hoping that he meant to hazard 
a battle for the recovery of Philadelphia, or that fome 
part of his camp was vulnerable, and would admit of 
a fuccefsful impreffion, marched the army from the city 
on the night of the 4th'of December. The day before, 
gen. Greene gave this diftrefline picture of the Ame- 
rican army to the commander in chief One half of 
our troops are without breeches, fhoes and ftockings 5 
and fome thoufands without blankets. Laft winter’s cam- 
paign will confirm this truth, that unlefs men are well 
clothed, they muft fall a facrifice to the feverity of the 
weather, when expofed to the hardthips of a wihter’s 


campaign.” Howe’s further proceedingstake in Wath- - 


ington’s words, written on the 1oth—** J had reafon to 
ea expect: 
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| expect Howe ‘was preparing to give us 4 general ation, 1777+ 
On Friday morning his troops appeared on Chefnut- 
hill; at night they "atanie their ground. On Sunday 
from every appearance, there was reafon to apprehend 
aa aétion. About fun fet, after various marches and 
. counter-marches, they halted, and I fill fuppofed they 


would attack us in the night, or early the next morti- 


ing, but in this I was miftaken. On Monday after- 


noon they filed off, and marched toward Philadelphia. 


‘Their lof in fkirmifhing was not inconfiderable. I fin- 
_cerely with they had made an attack, the iffue would in 
| all iaek have been happy for us. Policy forbad 
our Guitting our pofts to attack thern.” 


The American army marched from White Marth to 


| Sweed’s Ford. The want of clothing was fo extreme, 


that gen. Wafhington was under the abfolute neceffity 


of. granting warrants to different officers to imprefs what 
‘the holders would not willingly part with, agreeable to 


the powers with which congrefs had invefted him. He 
removed with the troops, on the 19th, to Valley-forge, 
where they hutted, about fixtden miles from Philadel- 
phia. | When the mode of hutting was firft propofed, 


| fome treated the idea as ridiculous, few thought it prac- 
| ticable, and all were farprifed at the facility with which 
it was executed, Tt was certainly a confiderable exer- 
| tion for the remnant of an army, exhaufted and worn 


down, by the feverity of a long and rather untuccefsful 
campaign, | ‘to fit down in a wood, and in the latter end 


| of December to begin to build themfelves huts. Through 


‘the want of fhoes and ftockings, atid the hard frozen 


ground, you might have tracked the army from White 
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Marth to Valley-forge by the blood of their feet*.. The 
taking of this pofition was highly. requifite. Had the 
army retired to the towns in the interior parts of the ftate, 
a large tract of fertile country would. have been expofed 


‘to. ravage and ruin; and they muft.have diftreffed in a 


péculiar manner the virtuous citizens from, Philadelphia, 


-who-had fled thither for refuge. 


Sir- W. Howe has plainly the advantage ie the fear 
rican general, but nothing to boat of; for all the fruits 


_derived from his various manceuvrings and engagements, 


from the beginning to the clofe of the campaign, amount 
to little. befide. goed, winter quarters for his army in 
Philadelphia, while the troops poffefs no more of the 
adjacent country than what their arms immediately com- 
mand. Certain perfons indeed are permitted to carry 
provifions into the city; that fo upon their return they 


-may fupply the Americans with intelligence. Thele 


mutt fubmit to fpare a little for fuch purpofes, though 
in the utmoft want themfelves. At one time the army 
remained quiet four days together, without bread; on 
the fifth two regiments refufed to do duty upon the ac- 


.count; but the prudence and perfuafion of the com- 


Dec. 
23% 


-mander in chief reftored order. To a. fimilar. event, 


there was probably an allufion, in the following extract 


from his letter of the 23¢—‘ This brought forth the 


only commiflary -in the purchafing line in this camp, 
and with him -this melancholy alarming truth, that he 
had not a fingle hoof of any kind to flaughter, and not 
more than twenty-five barrels of flour, and could -not 
tell when to expect any.——Ihe prefent commilflaries are 


_ * General Wafhington. mentioned it ‘to me, when at his table, 


June 3, 1784. ; 
by 
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by:no means equal to the execution of the office, or the 1777. 
difaffection of the people is paft all belief. The change 
in that department took place contrary to my judgment, 
and: the confequences thereof were predicted.—No man 
ever had’ his méafures more impeded than I have, by 
every department of the army. “Since the month of 
/ July we have had no affiftance from the quarter matter 
general, and ‘to want of affiftance from this department 
- the’commiffary general charges great part of his defici- 
~ency. We have by a field return this day, no lefs than 
9898 men in camp unfit for duty, becaufe they are 
barefoot and otherwife naked.-Our whole ftrength in 
continental troops, (including the eaftern brigades, which 
have joined us fince the furtender of Burgoyne) exclu- 
five of the Maryland troops fent to Wilmington, is no 
more than 8200 in camp fit for duty.—Since the fourth 
our number fit; through hardthips, particularly on_ac- 
count ‘of blankets (numbets have been, and ftill are 
obliged to fit up’ all night by fires, inftead of taking 
- comfortable reft in a common way) have decreafed: near 
two thoufand men.—Upon the ground of fafety and po- 
- licy; I am obliged to conceal the true {tate of the army 
from public view, ‘and thereby expofe myfelf to detrac- 
tion and calumny.—There is as much to be done in 
preparing for a campaign, as in the active part of it.” 
Gen. Mifflin in a letter of October the eighth, had re- 
prefented to ‘congrefs, that his health was fo much im- 
paired, and the probability of a recovery fo diftant, that 
he thought it his duty to return to them their commif- 
~ fions to him of major general and quarter mafter gene- 
ral. While the army’ was fuffering as above related for 
want of fhoes, &c. hogtheads of fhoes, ftockings and 
aseat | clothing, 
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‘clothing, .were at different places; upon the road and ii 


the woods, lying and perifhing, for want of teams; and 
proper management, and money to pay the teamfters. 
Nothing great has happened in the neighbourhood 
of New York, fince the return of the troops under gen. 
Vaughan from their expedition up the North river: but 
it may not difpleafe you to read the following particu- 
Jars. On the 18th of November, gen. Tryon fent about 
100 men under capt. Emmer.ck to burn fome houfes, 
on Phillips’s manor, within about four miles of gen. 
Parfons’s guards. They effected it with circumftances 
of barbarity, {tripping the clothing off the women and 
children, and turning them state naked into the ftreets 
in a moft feverely cold night. The men were made 
prifoners, and led with halters about their necks, with 
no other clothes than their fhirts and breeches, in tri- 
wmph to the Britith lines. A few days after Parfons 
wrote. to Tryon upon the occafion, expoftulating with 
him upon the bufinefs, and told him, -That he could 
deftroy the houfes and buildings of col. Phillips and thofe 
belonging to the Delancey family, each as near their,lines 
as.the buildings’ deftroyed were to his guards; that not- 
withftanding all their vigilance, the deftruction could 
not .be prevented ; and that it was not fear or want of 
opportunity, but afenfe of the injuftice and favagenels 
of fuch a line of conduct, that had_ hitherto faved the 
buildings. Tryon anfwered from Kingfbridge’ on the 
23d, and faid among other things, “ Sir, could I pof- 
fibly conceive myfelf accountable to any revolted fub- 
jects.of the king of Great Britain, J might anfwer your 
letter. of yefterday refpecting the conduét of capt. Em- 
mgries patty upon the taking of Peter and, Cornelius 
| Van- 


- 
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Vantaffel. As much as I abhor every principle of in- 1997, 
humanity or ungenerous conduct, I fhould, were I in 
more authority, burn every committee man’s houfe 
within my reach, as I deem them the wicked inftru- 
ments of .the continued calamities of this country; and 
in order the fooner to purge this colony of them, I am 
willing to give twenty filver dollars for every acting com- 
mittee man who fhall be delivered up to the king’s troops.” 
The ftinging repartee made to this letter was contained 
in.an expedition undertaken immediately after. to Green- 
_ wich, about three miles from New York, where.a fmall 
} party arrived in the evening, advanced ‘to Mr. Oliver 
Delancey’s houfe, fecured the fentry, difmiffed a few 
ladies in peace, though rather haftily, made a few men 
prifoners, ‘burnt the houfe, occafioned the firing of the 
alarm guns in New York, then croffed the river and.got 
fafe.off. 

New York réminds me of the ‘tile prifoners 
confined in that city, andin Philadelphia. Inthe courfe 
of letters that paffed between gens. Howe and Wathing- 
ton, the former alluded to the cafes of royal -prifoners of 
war being injurioufly and unjuftifiably loaded with irons. 
‘The latter, in-one of November. the 14th, fays—* If 
there is a fingle inftance of a prifoner of war. being in 
arons, Iam ignorant of it, nor-can I find on the. moft 
minute inquiry, that there is the leaft foundation for the 
charge. I wifh you to particularize the cafes -you al- 

Jude to, that relief may be had, if the complaints are 
well-founded. “Now we'are upon the fubject of griev- 
-ances, I am conftrained to obferve, that I have a variety 
— .of accounts, not only from prifoners. who have made 
| alae from. perfons who have. left. Philadel- 
phia, 


16 + HE HISTORY OF THE 


177 7+ phia, that our private foldiers in your hands, are treated 
in a manner fhocking to humanity, and that many of 
them mutt have perifhed through hunger, had it not 
been for the charitable contributions of the inhabitants. 
It is added in aggravation, that this treatment is to oblige 
them to inlift in the corps you are raifing. I mutt alfo 
remonftrate againft the cruel treatment and confinement 
of our officers. This I am informed is not only the 
cafe of thofe in Philadelphia, but of many in New York. 
Many of the cruelties exercifed toward prifoners are faid 
to proceed from the inhumanity of Mr. Cunningham, 
provoft martial, without your knowledge or approbation. 
T tranfinit the depofitions of two perfons of reputation, — 
who are come from Philadelphia, refpecting the treat- 
ment they received. I will not comment upon the fub- 
jet. Itis too painful.” Howe particularized by fay- 
ing—‘ Major Stockdon, and other officers of the New 
Jerfey volunteers, were put in irons at Princeton. The 
major and captain of that regiment were marched out 

of that place, under guard and hand-cuffed together.” 
Wafhington rejoined—“* When major Stockdon was firft 
captured, I believe that he and one or two officers taken 
with him, fuffered the treatment which you mention. 
This was without my privity or-confent; as foon as ] 
was apprized of it, relief was ordered. But furely this 
event, which happened fo long ago, will not authorize 
the charges in your letter of the fixth,” | 
On the roth of December, all the American officers 
-were removed from the fhips back to Long-ifland, from 
whence they had been taken and carried on board. The 
inhabitants received them in again, upon Mr. Lewis 
Pentaid’s engaging to pay for them at the raté of two 
hard 
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hard dollars per week. There were 250 of them. He 1777? 


acted for Mr. Boudinot. Had he not engaged, their 
former board not having been paid for, they would have 
been returned:to the fhips. All the privates there have 
been clothed by him. He obferved when informing 


_ his principal of thefe particulars The privates fhould 


havea little freth beef, efpecially the convalefcents, who 
on leaving the hofpitals are put to falt meat, and relapfe 


immediately; the confequence of which is, they are 
| dying very faft. I advife fending in meekly a quantity 


of freth provifion for their au litndontl 
The: board of war hada conference with Mr. Boudi- 


not, the commiffary general of prifoners, at York Town 
on the arft of December, and after having carefully 
examined the evidences produced by him, agreed upon 
reporting, befide other matters— That there are about 
goo privates, and 300 officers in the city of New York, 
_and about 500 privates and 50 officers in Philadelphia : ; 
o+That the privates in New York have been crowded 
all fummer in. fugar houfes, and the officers boarded on 
Long-ifland, except about 30, who have been confined 


in the provoft guard and in the moft loathfome jails :— 


That fince the beginning of Otober all thefe prifoners, 
| both officers and privates, have been confined in prifon 
fhips, or the provoft:—That the privates in Philadel- 
phia have been kept in two public jails, and the officers 
in the ftate houfe:—That, from the beft evidence which 
the nature of the fubjeét will admit of, the general al- 
-lowance of prifoners at moft does not exceed four ounces 
of meat, and as.much bread (often do damaged as not 
to be eatable) per day, and often much lef, though 


the profefied allowance is : from eight to ten ounces i 
Vou, It. re ih That 
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1474. T hat it has been a common practice with the enemy; on 


Oa, 
29s 


a prifoner’s being firft captured, to keep him three, four, 
or even five days without a morfel of provifions of any 
kind, and then to tempt him to inlift to fave his life:— 
‘That there are numerous inftances of prifoners of war 
perifhing in all the agonies of hunger from their fevere 
treatment :~= That being generally ftripped of what clothes 
they have when taken, they have fuffered oreatly for the 
sant thereof during theit confinement.” ‘This ill treat- 
ment of the American prifoners, though it fhortens the 
lives of numbers, tends only to lengthen the war, by 
irritating the people at large, among whom it is quickly 
reported. | 

Let us now quit the military for the civil department, 
though with refpect to dates we muft be retrograde. 

On Wednefday October the 2gth, Mr. prefident Han- 
cock clofed the bufinefs of the morning by taking leave 
of congrefs in the following fpeech«-‘ Gentlemen, F r- 
day laft completed two years and five months fince you 
did me the honor of electing me to fill this chair, As 1 
could never flatter myfelf your choice proceeded from 
any idea of my abilities, but rather from a partial opi- 
nion of my attachment to the liberties of America, I 
felt myfelf under the ftrongeft obligations to difcharge 
she duties of the office, and I accepted the appointment 
with the firmeft refolution to go through the bufinefs an- 
nexed to it in the beft manner-I was able. Every ar- 
gument confpired to make me exert myfelf; and I en- 
deayoured by induftry and attention to make up for 
every other deficiency. As to my conduct beth in and 
out of congrefs in the execution of your bufinefs, it is 
improper for me to fay any thing. , You are the bett 

_. judges, 
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| Judges. But I think I fhall be forgiven, if I fay I have 1777 


fparéd no pains, expence, or labor, to gratify your 
wifhes, and to accomplifh the views of congrefs.—My 
health being much impaired, I find fome relaxation ab- 
folutely neceffary, after fuch conftant application; I muft 


therefore requeft your indulgence for leave of abfence 


for two months.—But I cannot take my departure, gen- 
tlemen, without exprefling my thanks for the civility 


and politenefs I have experienced from you. It is im- 
-poffible to mention this without a heartfelt pleafure.—If 


in the courfe of fo long a period as I have had the honor 


to fill this chair, any expreffions may have dropped from 
/me that may have given the leaft offence to any mem- 


ber, as it was not intentional, fo I hope his candor will 


-pafs it over——May every happinefs, gentlemen, attend’ 


you both as members of this houfe and as individuals ; 


cand I pray Heaven, that unanimity and perfeverance 
»may go hand in hand in this houfe; and that every thing 
which may tend to diftract or divide your councils, may 


be for ever banifhed.” _ 

The congrefs in the afternoon ordered, “ That the 
fecretary wait on the prefident, and requeft him to fur- 
nifh the houfe with a copy of the fpeech with which he 
took leave of congrefs.” When the fecretary laid it 
before them, the Friday following, one of the New 
York delegates introduced an anfwer he had prepared, 
which breathed too much the foothing air of fervility, 
and poffefied too fi mall a portion of republican indepen- 
dency, and was therefore rejected. But it was moved, 


‘© Phat the thanks of congrefs be prefented to John 
fancock, efq; for the unremitted attention and fteady 
joey which he has manifefted i in: difcharge-of the . 
| C2 various 
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2771+ various duties of his office as prefident fince his election 


to the chair on the 24th day of May 1775." Previous 
to the determination of this motion, It was moved, ‘ to 
refolve as the opinion of congrefs, that # 1s umproper 
to thank any prefident for the dilcharge of the duties 
of that office.” The South Carolina delegates being 
divided, and the New Jerley delegate not yoting, the 
{tates were equally divided, four and four. The-quef- 
tion being then put on the firft motion, and thefe dele- © 
gates voting in the affirmative, it was accordingly car- i 
ried fix againft four, i 
Wisen Mr. Hancock was firft elected, in confequence 7 
of Mr. Peyton Randolph’s being under a necefiity of xe- ai 
turning to Virginia, it was expected that as foon as the | 
latter repaired again to congrefs, the former would re- i 
fien. Of this he was reminded by one of his Maffa-_ 
chufetts brethren, when Mr. Randolph got back, but | 
the charms of prefidency made him deaf to the pri- | 


wate advice of his colleague, and no one could with pro- | 
ra 3 , 

priety move for his removal that the other might be. | 
In the early ftage of his prefidency he acted | 

y tues E | 


reftored. 
upon republican principles ; but afterward he inclined te / 

; r + - ny i” 4 1h 
the ariftocracy of the New York ‘delegates, connected) 


himéelf with them, and ‘became their favorite. “He ate 


length fell in fo fully with their plans, that a Rhodej 
Ifand delegate letured him upon it, and told him thag 
he had forgotten the errand.on which he’ was/fent to 
congrefz, and advifed him to/return to his conftituents, 
‘This verfatility in pdlitical dentiments, : though it cha! 
erined, did not’ furprife his Maflachufects:brethren ; for 
they remembered, that at a certain period, he was UpOr 
‘she point of joining the tory club at Bofton, (as it wag) 
| i called} 
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_ galled) whereby he'alarmed the liberty party moft amaz- 1777, 
ingly, and ‘obliged: them to exert all their influence to 
prevent fo dangerous and mortifying an event. 

Jn the chair he fo/ acquitted himéelf, that a member. 


of congre{s wrote in May, when it was thought he would 
return to the Maffachufettss—« This letter will go by 
_ prefident Hrancock, for whofe abfence from congrels I 
am much'concerned, thoweh his great fatigue and long 
attendance ‘entitle him to fome relaxation. How we 
fhall do'without him I know not, for we have never yet 
put in a chairt man, ‘ona committee of the whole houfe, 
that could in any meafure fill his place. He has not 
only dipnity and impartiality, which dre the great fequi- 
fites of a prefident of fuch a body, but has an alertnefs, 
attention and readinefs to conceive ef any motion and 
its tendency, and of every” alteration propofed in the i 
—courfe of a debate, which greatly cends te facilitate and a ii 
| expedite bufinefs.” The chair is known to be his fort, TG 
| chairyndn of 4 committee, or any other body, he 
) prefides’ with much advantage to himfelf; but it has 
been and is obferved, that the number at the head of 
whom he is, whether many or few, makes a wide dif 
ference in him: when ereat, he appears to be in his own 
| eletient, and all is animation; if fmail, it is otherwife. 
This i is common to public charaéters, chau where 
there is a fondnefs for popularity. | | 
“« Cons {proceeded to thé election of a prefident; Nov. 
and the ballots being taken, the honorable Henry Lau- * 
rens was elected. * “Fie isa South Carolina delegate, a 
i ig of a large eftate and of an eli charac- 
ter. He was in England when the ‘tfoubles were com- 
ing forare and upon learning the intentions of miniftry, 

: ren en gy ae returned ' 
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a 1777. returned with a fixed determination to rifk all.in the: 
ee caufe of his country and liberty. Gen. Washington has - 
i pointed out to him gen. Greene, as the moft fuitable 
perfon in his ida to fucceed in the chief com- 
mand of the American army, in cafe he himfelf fhould 
be taken off by death or in any other way. . 
Nov, Colonel Wilkinfon, who brought the difpatches from. 
S* gen. Gates, attended and delivered a meflage from him 
| to congrefs in the following words, “ I have it in charge 


a Hi from major gen. Gates, to reprefent to the honorable 
Bes _ congrefs, that lieut. gen. Burgoyne at the time he capi- 
‘i tulated, was ftrongly intrenched on a formidable poft } 
with twelve days provifion; that the reduction of fort, | 
Montgomery and the enemy’s confequent progrefs up 
i the Hudfon’s river, endangered our arfenal at Albany, | 
2 reflection which left gen. Gates no time to conteft the: 7 


capitulation with heut. gen. Burgoyne, but induced the. . 7) 
neceffity of immediately clofing with his propofals, ha~ | 
garding a difadvantageeus attack, or retiring from his 4}, 
\ pofition for the fecurity of our magazine; this. delicate 4 
fituation abridged our conquefts, and procured lieut, | 
gen. Burgoyne the terms he enjoys. Had our attack. : 
been carried againft lieut. gen. Burgoyne, the difmem-. 7 
berment of our army miuft neceffarily have been fuch, § 
as would have incapacitated 1 it from further ation. With’ — 
an army in health, vigor and {pirits, major gen. Gates 
ee now waits the commands of the honorable congrefs.’” 
i ih Befide thanking Gates, Lincoln, Arnold, and the reft 
| of the officers and troops under his command, the con-. 
i erefs refolved the next day, that a medal of gold fhould 
q pe ftruck in commemoration of the convention, and in. 
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the name of the United States be prefented by the pre- 7 


fident to major gen. Gates. . 
Congrefs-refolved, “ That major gen. Mifflin’s refig~ 
nation, of the office of quarter-mafter general be accepted, 


but that his rank and commiffion of major general be 


continued to him, without the pay annexed to that office, 


_ until further order of conerefs.” In Oétober they re- 
folved, « That a board of war be eftablifhed, to confift - 


of three perfons not members of congrefs.” They now 


took up that bufinefs and proceeded to the election of 


the board, when major gen. Mifflin, col. Timothy Pick- 


ering, and col. Robert H. Harrifon were elected, A 


fortnight after, in confequence of a conference between 


- fome of the members and Miffiin, they refolved, “ That 
two additional commiffioners be appointed to execute 
the department of the war office 5” and Hlarrifon de- 
_ clining to ferve, they on the 27th proceeded to the elec- 

tion of three commiffioners, when major gen. Gates, 


Jofeph Trumbull and Richard. Peters efqrs. were elect- 


ed; it was then refolved, “ That major gen. Gates be 
appointed prefident of the board of war.” Gates was _ 


to retain his rank as major general in the army, and to 
officiate at the board or in the field as occafion might 


require, 
The great bufinefs of the CONFEDERATION 


calls for our next attention. It was on the 11th of June 


47476, that it was refolved to appoint a committee to 


prepare and digeft the form of one. By the 12th of 
July they brought ina draught, which was read and or- 


| dered to be printed for the confideration of congrefs. 
alone 3 and no member was to furnifh any perfon with 
hid copy, or take any fteps by which the faid confede-, 
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- 4777: ration might be re-printed. After having been before 
Pi congrefs nine and thirty times, on different days, a copy 
wi of the confederation being made out, and fundry atmend- 
Nov, Ments made in the diction, without altering the fenfe, | 
sy. the fame was agreed to on the rth of laft November, 
and is as follows ; 7 ° 


ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION and PER. 
PETUAL UNION between the ftates of Néw 
Fiampfhire, Maffachufetts Bay, Rhode Ifland and 

: Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New 

ah Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

| North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 


ai Article 1, The ftile i this confederacy fhall be “ Tbe | 
. United States of America,’ i 


Article 2, Each flate retains its fovéreignty, sibel ; 
and independence, and every power, jurifdi@ian and 
right, which is not by this: confederation expre/sly dele | 
gated to the United States in conegrefs affembled, = § 

Article 3. The fatd ftates hereby feverally entér into @ 
firm league of friendfhip with each other, for their coms 
mon defence, the fecurity of their liberties and their mu 
tual and ceneral welfare; binding themfelyes to aft | 
each other againit all force offered to, or attacks made © 
upon them or any of them on account of religion; fove- | 
reignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever. ] 

Article 4, The better to fecure and perpetuate mutual 7 
friendfhip and intercourfe among the people of the dif. | 
Baal ferent ftates in this union, the free inhabitants of é¢ach of. . 
it ae thefé ftates, (paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from juf | 

1 _ tice excepted,) fhall be entitled to all privileges and i im) 

i munities of free citizens in the feveral ftates; and the. 
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people of éach ftate fhall have free ingrefs and regrefs 1777+ 
to and from any other ftate, and fhall enjoy therein all 
the privileges of trade and commerce, fubjeéct to the fame 
duties, impofitions and reftrictions as the inhabitants 
| thereof refpectively, provided that fuch reftrictions fhall 
not extend fo far as to prevent the removal of property 
| imiported into any ftate to any other ftate, of which the 
owner is an inhabitant ; provided alfo that no impofition, 
dutiés or reftriction, fhall be laid by any ftate on the 
property of the United Statés or either of them. 

‘If any perfon guilty of or charged with treafon, felony 
_ of other high mifdemeanor in any ftate, fhall flee from 
| jaftice and be found in any of the United States, he fhall 
| upon demand of the governor or executive power of the 
_ {tate from which he fied, be delivered up and removed 
to the ftate having: furifdiGtion of his offence. ~ 

. Full faith and credit fhall be given in each of thef 
_ ftatesto the records, acts and judicial procéedineg's of the 
 Couits'and magiftrates of every other ftate. | 
iy “Alfticle $. For the moje convenient management of 
the general inte?éfts of rhe United States, delegates fhall im 
be annually appointed, in fach Manner as thé légiflature 
_ of éach ftaté thall dire@, to meet it consrefs on the firft 
Monday ia November, in every year, with a power ré- 
ferved to each flaté t6 rééall its delegates or any of them, 
at any time Withia the year, and to fend other’ in their 
| ftedd, for the vemaindér of the year, 
No ftaté {halt be reprefented in congrefs by le& than 
_ tWo nor by more than feven members ;° and no perfon 
- fall be capable of being a delegate for moré than three 
|~years in any term of fix years; nor fhall any perfon, be- . 

ing a delegate, be capable of holding any office under 
| ee | the “| 
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1377-the United States, for which he, or any other for his 


benefit, receives any falary, fees or emolument of ip 
kind. 

Fach ftate thall maintain its own delegates in any. 
meeting of the flates, and while they act as members 
of the committee of the ftates. 

In determining queftions in the United States in cone 
srefs affembled, each ftate fhall have one vote. 

Freedom of fpeech and debate in congrefs fhall not be 

impeached or queftioned in any court or P lace out of 
conerefs ; and the members of conerefs fhall be pret etted 
in their perfons from arrefts and imprifonments, during 


the time of their going to and from and attendance on. 


congrefs, except for treafon, felony or breach of the 
peace. 
ee ticle 6. No ftate, without the confent of the United 
tates in congrefs affembled, fhall fend any embaffy to, 
or receive any embafly from, or’ enter into any confe- 


rence, agreement, alliance or treaty with any king, prinee. 


or ftate; nor fhall any perfon holding any office of profit 
er trutt under the United States, or any of them, ac- 
cept of any prefent, emolument, office or ttle of any 
kind whatever from any king, prince or foreign e 
nor fhall the United States in congrefs affembled, *o 
any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No two or more ftates fhall enter into any treaty, 


confederation or alliance whatever between them, with-. 


out the confent of the United States in congrefs aflem- 


bled, fpecifying accurately the purpofes for. which the, 


fame is to be entered into, and how long it fhall con~ 


tinue, 


| 
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- No ftate fhall lay any impofts or duties, which may 17776 
interfere with any ftipulations in treaties entered into by 
| the United States in congrefs. affembled with any king, 
| prince or ftate, in purfuance of any treaties already pro- 
_ pofed by congrefs to the courts of France and Spain. 


No veffels of war fhall be kept up in time of peace by 


_ any ftate, except fuch number only, as fhall be deemed 
_neceffary by the United States in congrefs affembled for 
_ the defence of fuch ftate or its trade; nor fhall any body 


of forces be kept up by any ftate, in time of peace, ex 


cept fuch number only as, in the judement of the United 


States in congrefs affembled, fhall be deemed requifite 


to garrifon the forts neceffary for the defence of fuch 
-fhate ; but every ftate thail always keep up a well recula- 
ted, and difciplined militia, fufficiently armed and ac- 
-coutred, and fhall provide and have conftantly ready for 
ule, in public ftores, a due number of field pieces and 
tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and 


camp equipage. 
No ftate fhall engage in any war sini the confent: 


of ‘the United States in congrefs affembled, unlefs fuch: 
{tate be adtually invaded by enemies, or fhall have cer- 


tain advice of a refolution being formed by fome nation 


of Indians to invade fuch flate, and the danger is fo im- 
-minent as not to admit of a delay till the United States in 


congrefs affembled can be confulted; nor fhall any ftate 


grant commiffions to any fhips or veflels of war, nor let- 


ters of marque or reprifal, except it be after a declara~ 


‘tion of war by the United States in congrefs affembled, 

and then only againft the kingdom or ftate and the fub- 
jects thereof againft which war has been fo declared, and 
under fuch regulations as > thal be eftablithed by the. 
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1777. United Statesin congrefs affembled, unlefs fuch ftate be 


infelted by pirates, in which cafe veffels of war may bé 
fitted out for that occafion and kept fo long as the dan~ 
ger fhall continue, or until the United States in congrefs 
affembled fhall determine otherwife. 

Article 7. When land forces are raifed by any ftate 
for the common defence, all officers of or under the 
rank of colonel fhall be appointed by the legiflature of 
each {tate refpectively by whom fuch forces fhall be railed, 
or in fuch manner as fuch ftate fhall dire& ; and all va- 
cancies fhall be filled up by the ftate which firft made 
the appointment. | 

Article.8. All charges of war and all other experices 
that fhall be incurred for the common defence or géne- 
ral welfare, and allowed by the United States in con= 
orefs affembled, fhall be defrayed out .of a common tréa- 
fury, which fhall be fupplied by the féveral ftates in pro- 
portion to the value of all land within each ftate, @ranted 
to or furveyed for any perfon, as fuch land and the build- 
ings and improvenients thereon fhall be eftimated; ac- 
cording to fuch mode as the United States in congtefs 
afiembled fhall from time to time dire&t and appéint. 

The taxes for paying that proportion fhall be laid and 
levied by the authority and direction of the lesiflatures 


of the feveral {tates within the time agreed upon by the | 


United States in conerefs affembled. 

Article 9. The United States in congrefs affembled 
fhall have the fole and exclufive right and power of de- 
termining on peace and war, except in the cafes menti- 
oned in the fixth article-of fending and receiving arn- 
bafladors—entering into treatiés and alliatices, provided 


that no treaty of commerce fall’ Be made, whereby the / 
Jeoifla~ 7 


AMERICAN REV-OLU T:10N. 


7 teciflative power , of the refpective {tates fhall be reftrain- 1771 
ed from irnpofing fach impofts and duties on foreigners 
| as their own people are fubjected: to, or from prohibiting 
_ the exportation or importation of any fpecies of goods or 


commodities whatfoever—of eftablifhing rules an decid- 


- ing in all cates, what captures on.Jand or water fhall be 
-Jegal, and. in what manner prizes taken by land or naval 


forces in the fervice of the United States, fhall be di- . 
vided or. appropriated—of granting letters of marque 


- and-reprifal, in time of peace—appointing courts for the 


trial of -piracies and felonies committed on the high 
feas, and-eftablifhing courts for receiving and determin- 
ing finally appeals in all cafes of captures, provided that 
no member.of congas fhall be appointed judge of any 
of the faid courts. 

The United States in. congrefs siecisled fhall alfo 
be the aft, refort on appeal in all difputes and differences 
now fubfifting or that hereafter may arife between two 
or more ftates concerning boundary, jurifdiction, or any 
other caufe. whatever; which authority fhall always be 
exercifed, in the manner following: whenever the legif- 
lative or executive authority or lawful agent of any ftate 
in controverfy with another fhall. prefent a petition to 
congrefs, ftating the matter.in queftion and praying for 
a hearing, notice thereof thall be given by order of con- 
grefs to the legiflative or executive authority of the other 
{tate in controverfy, and a day affigned for the appear- 
ance of the parties by their lawful agents, who fhall then 
be directed to appoint by joint confent commiffioners or 
judges to conflitute a court. for hearing and determining 
the. matter in queftion ; but if they cannot agree}>con~ 


| mee fhall name three. perfons out.of each of the United 


States, 
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: Bal 1777, tates, and from the lift of fuch perfons each party fhall 
a alternately {trike out one, the petitioners beginning, until 
| the number fhall be reduced to thirteen; and from that 
number not lefs than feven nor more than nine names, 
| as congrefs fhall direct, fhall in the prefence of congrefs 
wi be drawn out by lot; and the perfons whofe names fhall 
| be fo drawn or any five of them, fhall be commiffioners 
or judges to hear and finally determine the controverfy, 
i fo always as a major part of the judges; who fhall hear 
the caufe, fhall agree in the determination: and if either . 
party fhall neglect to attend at the day appointed, with- 
out fhowing reafons which congrefs fhall judge fufficient, 


Oo 


or being prefent fhall refufe to ftrike, the congrefs fhall 
proceed:to nominate three perfons out of each ftate, and 
the fecretary of congrefs fhall ftrike in behalf of fuch | 
party abfent or refufing; and the judgment and fentence | 
of the court to be appointed, in the manner before pre- | | 
feribed, fhall be final and conclufive; and if any of the 
parties fhall refufe to fubmit to the authority of fuch 
court, orto appear or defend their claim or caufe, the 
court fhall neverthelefs proceed to pronounce fentenceé oF 
hi judgment, which fhall in like manner be final and deci- 
cy five, the judgment or fentence and other proceedings 
: being in either cafe tranfmitted to congrefs, and lodged 
among the acts of congrefs for the fecurity of the par- 
ties concerned : provided, that every commiffioner, be- 
fore he fits in judgment, fhall take an oath to beadmi- 
a ke niftered by one of the judges of the fupreme or fuperior 
aby court of the ftate, where the caufe fhall be tried, “ well ' 
i and truly to hear and determine the matter in queftion, 
according to the beft of his judgment, without favor, 
affection or hope of reward:” provided alfo, that no 


ftate 
* 


AMIE RICAN - REV-OLUT ION, 


tate fhall be eansile of territory for the benefit of the? 
-United States. 


_ All controverfies concerning the private right of foil, 
claimed under different grants of two or more ftates, 
whofe jurifdictions as they may refpect fuch lands and 
the ftates which paffed fuch grants are adjufted, the faid 
erants or either of them being at the fame time claimed 
to have originated antecedent to fuch fettlement of jurif- 


_ dition, fhall, on the petition of either party to the con- 
_ grets of the United States, be finally determined, as near 


as may be in the fame manner as is before. prefcribed 
for deciding difputes refpecting territorial jurifdiction 


- between different ftates. 


The United States in congrets iaalied fhall alfo tisiaie 


the fole and exclufive right and power of regulating the 


alloy and value of coin ftruck by their own authority, or 


by that of the refpective flatese~fixing the ftandard of 
weights and meafures throughout the United States— 
_ regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the In- 


dians not members of any of the ftates; provided that 


the legiflative nght of any ftate within its own limits be 


not infringed or ‘violated—eftablifhing and regulating 
poft-offices from one ftate to another throughout all the 


- United States, and exacting fuch poftage on the papers 
| pafling through the fame as may be requifite to defray: 


the expences of the faid office—appointing all officers 


_of the land forces in the fervice of the United States, 


excepting regimental officers—appointing all the officers 


of the naval forces, and commiffioning all officers what- 
ever in the fervice of the United States—making rules . 


for the government and regulation of the faid land and 
naval forces, »and, directing their operations, 9 9 ox 
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The United States in congrefs affembled fhall have ati= 
thority to appoint a committee to fit in the recefs.of con- 
grefs, to be denominated “ @ committee of the fiates,” 
and to.confiftof one delegate from each ftate, and to ap- 
point fuch other committees and civil officers as may be 
neceflary for managing the general affairs of the United 
States, under their direction+—to appoint one of their num- 
ber to prefide, provided that no perfon be allowed to 
ferve in the office of prefident more than one. year in 
any term of three years—to afcertain the.neceflary fums 
of money to be raifed for the fervice of the United States, 
and to appropriate and apply the fame for defraying the 


public expences—to borrow money or emit bills on.the° 


credit of the United States, tranfmitting every half year 
to the refpective {tates an account of the fums of money 


fo borrowed or emitted—to build and equip a. navy—to - 


agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requi- 
fitions from each ftate for its quota, in proportion to the 
number of white inhabitants in fuch ftate ;. which requi- 


fition fhall be binding, and thereupon the legiflature of © 


each ftate fhall appoint the regimental officers, raife the 
men, and clothe, arm and equip them in a foldier-like 
manner, at the expence of the United States ; and the 
officers-and men fo-clothed, armed and equipped, fhall 
march to the place appointed and within the time agreed 
on by the United States in congrefs affembled : but if the 
United-States in congrefs aflembled fhall on confidera- 
tion of circumftances, judge proper that any. {tate fhould 
not raife men or fhould raife a fmaller number than its 
quota, and fhat any other ftate fhould raife a greater 
number of men than the quota thereof, fuch extra num- 


ber fhall be raifed, officered, clothed, armed and equip 
ped 
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the legiflature of fuch ftate fhall judge that fuch extra 
number cannot be fafely fpared out of the fame; in which 
cafe they fhall raife, officer, clothe, arm and equip as 
many of fuch extra number as they judge can be fafely 
fpared. And the officers and men fo clothed, armed and 
equipped, fhall march to the place appointed and within 
the time- agreed on by the United States in congrefs 
affembled. : 

The United States in congrefs affembled fhall never 
engage in a war nor grant letters of marque and repri- 
al in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alli- 
inces, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, 
nor afcertain the fums and expences neceflary for the de- 
ence and welfare of the United States or any of them; 
tor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the 
Jnited States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon 
he number of veffels of war to be built or purchafed, or 
he number of land or fea forces to be raifed, nor appoint 
commander in chief of the army or navy, unlefs nine 
“ates affent to the fame; nor fhall a queftion on any 
ther point, except for adjourning from day to day, be 
setermined,* unlefs by the votes of a majority of the 
Jnited States in congrefs affembled. 

» The congrefs of the United States fhall have power 
> adjourn to any time within the year, and to any place - 
ithin the United States, fo that no period of adjournment 
¢ for a longer duration than the fpace of fix months, 
ad fhall publith the journal of their proceedings month- 
‘, except {uch parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances 
r military operations, as in their judgment require fe- 
recy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each 
| Vou. III, Tate EF yan \0 a Cota flate 


ped in the fame manner as the quota of fuch ftate, unlefs 1777 
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ftate on any queftion fhall be entered on the journal, | 
when it is defired by ny delegates and the delegates of 
a ftate, or any of them, at his or their requeft, fhall be 
furnifhed with a tranfcript of the faid journal, except 
fuch parts as are above excepted, to lay before the legif- 
latures of the feveral ftates. 

Article 10. The committee of the ftates, or any nine 
of them, fall be authorifed to execute, in the recefs of | 
conegrefs, fuch of the powers of congrefs as the United. | 
States in congrefs aflembled by the confent of nine ftates |} 
thall from time to time think expedient to veft them with; | 
provided that no power be delegated to the faid com- 
mittee, for the exercife of which, by the articles of con- 
federation, the voice of nine ftates in the congrefs of the | 
United States affembled is requifite. | 

Article tr. Canada acceding to this confederation, and, | 
joining sn the meafures of the United States, fhall be ad= 
mitted into and entitled to all the advantages of. this} 
union: but no other colony fhall be admitted into the 
fame unlefs fuch admiflion be agreed to by nine ftates. 

Article 12. All bills of credit emitted, monies bor=) 
rowed, and debts contracted by or under the authority: 
of congrefs, before the aflembling of the United States, | 
in purfuance of the prefent confederation, fhall be deemed 
and confidered as a charge againft the United States, for 
payment and fatisfaction whereof the faid United States 
and-the public faith are hereby folemnly pledged. 

Article 13. Every ftate fhall abide by the determinati- 
onsof the United States in congrefs affembled on all quef- 
tions which by this confederation are fubmitted to them. 
And the articles of this confederation fhall be inviola- 
bly obferved by every flate, and the union fhall. be per- 

petual; 


] 
H 


( 


iq 


confirmed by the legiflatures of every ftate, 

|| Thefe articles have been forwarded to the legiflatures 
jlof all the United States, to be confidered; and if ap» 
| proved of by them; the faid legiflatures are advifed to 
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to in a congrefs of the United Siatés,; and be afterwards 


authorize their delegates to ratify the fame in the con- 


borefs, that fo they may become conchifive, They have 


deen accompanied with a circular letter; recommending 
them to the immediate and difpaffionate attention of the 
egiflatures ; and urging them to hafteri the conclufion of 


che plan for confederation, They will be fupported in this 
tate by the influence of Mr. Sathuel Adatns and Mr, 
j ohn Adams, who obtained leave of abfence to vilit their 


amilies a week before the Anithed copy was agreed to 


iby congrefs. Thefe two gentlemen ftand in the relation 


£ fecond coufins to each other. | 
_ The fame day the copy was agreed to, 4 Committee 
as appointed to collect and digeit fome late difcoveries 


orn ftalks; and to report a plan for communicating: 
ich difcoveries to the inhabitants of the feveral f{tates.. 


Be {careity and dearnefs of molafles and {pirits, and 


ae difficulty of procuring a fupply from the Weft In. 


Hiies, have induced fome ingenious enterprifine minds 


> grind the Indian corn ftalks, while in a certain ftate. 


' verdure, and to obtain from the juice, by boiling jit, 


kind of molaffés. Several have followed the example;, 
id the expectation of the, public in many places is 
ifed ; but the quantity of molafies produced. is too. 
D2 | {mall, 


or making molaffes and {pirits from the juice of Indian 
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| petal; nor thall any alteration at any time hereafter be #7778 
made in any of them; unlefs fuch alteration be agreed. 
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to fupply the demands of the market, fo that this mode 
of obtaining it will foon ceafe. | 

It was reported by a committee, “ ‘That an inroad 
has been made on the weftern frontiers of Virginia and 
Pennfylvania by fome favage tribes of Indians, wherein 
a: number of helplefs people have been cruelly maflacred, 
and the peaceable inhabitants driven from their homes, 
and reduced to great diftrefs : and “hat, from a num- 
ber of papers ftiled proclamations, under the hand and 
feal of Henry Hamilton, lieut. gov. of Fort Detroit, as | 
well as from other information and circumftances, it ap- | 
pears that thefe favages have been inftieated by Britifh | 
ents and emiffaries, and particularly by the faid H. 


J 


& 


Hamilton to this barbarous and murderous war.” | 
orefs having received information, that the ene- | 


mies of the United States endeavoured to propagate in i 
Europe groundlefs reports, that a treaty had been held | 


Con 


between congrefs and the commiffioners of the king of | 
Great Britain, by which it was probable that a recon- | 
eiliation would take place, refolved, “ That the com- : 
miffioners of the faid United States, at the feveral courts” 
in Europe, be'authorized to reprefent to the courts at which 
they refpectively refide, that no treaty whatever has been 
held between the king of Great Britain, or any of his com- 
miffioners and the faid United States, fince their declara- 
tion of independence.” ‘They alfo refolved, “ That alf 
propofals for a treaty between the king of Great Britain, 
or any of his commiffioners, and the United States of. 
America, inconfiftent with the independence of thé 
faid fates, or with fuch treaties or alliances as may be 
formed under their authority, will be rejected by con- 

| ere{s.@ 
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erefs.” The communication however of this laft re- 1777s 
_ folve, was to be fufpended until upon a general conful- 

_ tation of the commiffioners a majority fhould judge i it 
| neceflary. Coneref (plunged into difficulties through 
| an excefs of paper currency, which they are continually 
increafing by new emiffions) have been and are attempt- 
| ing remedies that can never anfwer. Some are of that 
} nature as neceflarily to produce baneful confequences ; 
| and. yet are perfifted in after trial: of this kind is the 
| regulating and. afcertaining the price of labor, manu- 
| factures, internal produce, and commodities imported 
| from foreign parts. It has been recommended to. all 
the flates to appoint commiffioners to convene, fome in 
one place on the fifteenth of January, fome in another 
| on the fifteenth of F ebruary, for the regulating of prices; 
and after that, to enact fuitable laws to enforce the ob- 
|fervance of fuch regulations. ‘They have alfo refolved, 
\‘ That it be earneftly recommended to the feveral 
i{tates, as foon as may be, to confifcate and make fale 
| of all the real and perfonal eftates therein of fuch of their 
‘inhabitants and other perfons who have forfeited the 
lfame, and the right to the proteétio of, their refoective 
|ftates ; and to inveft the money ari ng from the fales in 
continental loan office certificates, to be a ppropriated in 
\{uch manner as the refpective ftates fhall hereafter direc, ine 
\This refolve will encourage the ftates to make fale of 
Iche eftates alluded to, but will not bind them to the dif. 
jpolal of the purchafe-money the manner propofed,. 
VArtful individuals will avail themfelves of it -for their . 
jown emolument, but it will be of little er no benefit ta 
the public at large. 
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Mr, Silas Deane has been mentioned in a former let- 
ter. Congrefs came to a final refolution refpecting his 
recall, in thefe words-—“* Whereas it 1s of the greateft 
importance, that congrefs fhould, at this critical con- 
juncture, be well informed of the ftate of affairs in 
and whereas congrefs have refolved, that the 
honorable Silas Deane efq; be recall ed from the court | 
of France, and have appointed another commiffioner ta | | 
fupply his place there: Ordered, That the committee | 
for foreign affairs write to the honorable Silas Deane efq; | 
and direct him to embrace the firft opportunity of re- | 
turning to America, and upon his arrival to repair with | 
all poffible difpatch to conerefs.” The explanation of | 
this bufinefs will be beft conveyed 1 in the language of one | 
of the committee“ Mr. Deane not being recalled | 
upon a motion made at the time of our difavowal of | 
Du Coudray’s treaty, a new motion was made by one | 
of the committee on September the 8th.—-On that day, 
» The congrefs took into confideration the report of 
the committee on foreign applications, wherein they fet 
forth, That befides a number of officers who are come 
from Europe and the Weft Indies of their own accord | 
to folicit for rank and employment in the American 
army; there are others who have proceeded upon the 
encouragement of conventions made and figned at Paris, 
by Silas Deane efg; as agent for the United States of 
North America:—That Mr. Deane had no authority to. 
make fuch conventions : --and That congrefs therefore 
are not bound ta ratify or fulfil them. This referred 
to a new lift of major gener als, brigadiers, colonels, &e. 
who were ready to relinquith all the parts of their agree 
gent except rank; but faid the committee, ” The Ame- 

ae . rican 
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rican army having been arranged before the arrival of 1777 
_ thefe gentlemen in America, their expectations cannot 
| be complied with, without deranging it, and thereby 
|| injuring at fo critical a juncture the American caufe.“ 
| The report was agreed to, and the motion made— 
| ” Whereas Silas Deane efg; when agent under the com- 
)) mittee of fecret correfpondence, entered into conventions 
with feveral foreign officers, which congrefs have de- 
| -clared themfelves not bound to ratify, and which in the 
| prefent fituation of affairs they could not comply with, 
| without deranging the army, and thereby injuring at 
| this critical jun@ture the American caufe: And whereas 
i the credit, reputation and ufefulnefs of Silas Deane efq; 
}-now one of the American commiffioners in France, will 
| be greatly impaired by the confequeices of his indif- 
) cretion in having entered into fuch conventions, his re- 
/ call becomes neceffary for the intereft of thefe United 
| States--therefore refolved, That Silas Deane efg; now 
| one of the American commiffioners in France, be forth- 
) with recalled, and that from the day of his receiving 
' this refolve, all and every power with which he hath 
: been vefted by eongrefs do ceafe and determine, and 
‘that he take the earlieft opportunity to embark for North 
America, and repair to congrefs.¢ The perfon who 
| read this in his place was, upon being feconded, entreated 
_ to withdraw it, in which he acquiefced, upon a general 
_avowal of the neceffity of recalling Mr. Deane in fome 
milder way. On Nov. 21, partiality and tendernefs 
} ftruck away all preamble, and a naked refolve pafled, 
| ” ‘That Silas Deane efq; be recalled from ‘the court of 
| France, and that the committee for foreign affairs be 
directed to take proper meafures for {peedily commiuni- 
ay D 4 cating 
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1797 cating: the pleafure of congrefs herein to Mr. Deane and 


ihe other commiffioners of the United States at the court} 

of France :—-That Monday next be affigned for choofing | 
a commiffioner to the court of France, in place of Silas 
Deane efq.“© Onthe 28th, Mr. John Adams was chofen. 
No time being limited for Mr. Deane’s return, the 
larded refolve of December the 8th was made. Hada 
proper dignity been maintained on the 8th of September, 
the recall would not have been a feeming myftery, or 
rather a compliment. Though the chairman of the 
committee for foreign applications was the mover of the 
proper refolves, yet he finally gave into the over-tender- 
nefs of the houfe, when he acted for foreign affairs in 
his letter of December the 8th, and in his private letter 
to Dr. Franklin.” 

Congrefs refolved, “ that the commiffioners at the courts | 
of France and Spain be directed to exert their utmoft” / 
endeavours to obtain a loan of two millions fterling, on | 
the faith of the Thirteen United States.” They alfo re- 
ceived accounts from gen. Gates relative to the retreat | 
of the Britith from Tyconderoga and Mount Indepen-. | 
dence. By letters of gen. Conway’s writing to particu- 
lar members, they were led into a refolution, “ ‘That 
an appointment be made of infpectors general, agreeable 
to the practice of the beft difciplined European armies:” 
and from thence to elect him an infpector general, and © 
a major general, This promotion, which took place the i 
43th of December, occafioned much uneafinefs among 
the officers; and they requefted gen. Wafhington not to | 
publifh it till they had met, and made a proper repre- 
fentation of their grievances. Conway thought himfelf p 
entitled to a ge ea vi over them, from ‘his having 
ferved 


* 
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| ferved more than thirty years, and before fome of the 1777 
| brigadiers were born, and from the number of men he 
|) had commanded for many years in an old army. But 
|) thefe reafons did not reconcile them to his being put over 
| their heads, They might be the more difeufted from 
| his declaring that no two regiments manceuvred alike, 
and that there were hardly two officers in each regiment 
able to command the manceuvres. On the 3d of 
| January, the brigadiers fent a remonftrance againtt his 
_appointment. The objections againft him were, that he 
was intriguing at congrefs in concert with gens. Gates 
and Miffiin, in order to remove gen. Wafhington——that, 
| he gave himfelf at congrefs the merit of the German- 
town affair—that his powers of infpector general tended 


to diminifh the power of gen. Wafhington—and that, 
in a paragraph of a letter, he reflected feverely upon 


the commander in chief and his counfellors. Such is 

| the prevailing diflike to him, that he will be of little 

| fervice in future. The uneafinefs which his promotion 

| produced, did not efcape his notice, but has led 

| him to renew a former propofal of returning to France, 

In order to obtain a fupply of clothing for the army, Dee. 
the congrefs refolved to recommend to: the refpective 7° 
legiflatures the enacting of laws, appointing perfons to 
feize, for the wfe of the continental army, all neceffary 
articles of clothing, which may be in the poffeffion of 
-any perfons inhabitants of or réfidents within their re- 
fpective ftates, for the purpofe of fale; and that the 
-value of fuch goods be afcertained at the rate which the 

j faid articles fhail be ftated at by the convention of the 

| committees, agreeable to the late recommendation. A 
memorial from heut. col. Barton, who took gen. Prefcot 
prifoner, was read in congrefs, on which they refolved, 

| « Thag 
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1777. That on account of his enterprifing fpirit, and merit 


gle 
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24, in taking the general, he be promoted to the rank and 


pay of a colonel in the fervice of the United States, and 
that he be recommended to gen. Wafhington, to be em- 
ployed in see fervices as he may deem moft. adapted 
to his genius.” In teftimony of their approbation of 
the patience, fidelity and zeal of the officers and foldiers 
under the immediate command of gen. Wafhington, 
they directed, fix days after, that one months extraor- 
dinary pay fhould be given to each; which was no more 
than juftice, confidering what they had fuffered. The 
next, being the laft day of the year, they had under con- 
fideration, the information fent them from Bofton by 
Mr. Samuel Otis, their deputy clothier general in the 
Maffachufetts, acquainting them, that he had contracted 
with fundty perfons for a large quantity of clothing, at 
the rate of ten to eighteen hundred per cent. and that 
fome of the holders of the faid goods refufed to deliver 
them until they fhould reeeive the cafh, Upon this they 
refolved, “ That Mr. Otis be direéted to pay only for. 
fuch of the {aid clothing as he may have actually received, 


at the rate for which he may have contracted for 


fuch clothing :--and That it be moft earneftly recom- 
mended to the legiflative authority of the ftate of Mafia- 


chufetts-bay immediately to take and feize the refidue _ 


of the clothing, which the holders thereof have refufed 
to deliver to ‘the faid Samuel] Otis, agreeable to the re- 


folutions of the congrefs of the 2oth inftant, which. 


clothing fhall be paid for in manner, and at the rate 


mentioned therein, and not otherwife.”. A letter was | 


~ =— 


written to the prefident of: the council y ypon the occa~_ 


fion, in which they failed not to attempt exciting refent- 
gent ag zaintt the proprietors of the goods for the crime, 


of 
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of extortion, and the greater one of refufing to deliver 1777 
the goods upon the credit of the Thirteen United States. 
«© This irrefragable evidence of the depravity of morals 
in fo many of the citizens of thefe ftates, is a molt 
alarming circumftance,” fay they; ‘‘ and if the feveral 
) governments do not fpeedily exert their authority effec- 
tually to fupprefs fuch unheard of extortion, it will un- 
queftionably iffue, and at no very diftant period, in the 
deftruétion of the liberties of this continent. Shall we 
then tamely fee ourfelves compelled, by the wicked con~ 
‘du& of fome of the citizens of thefe ftates, to the cruel 
) neceffity of fubmitting to the mercy of an enraged ty- 
-pant?” The prefident was defired to lay the refolu- 
‘tions before the general aflembly, who were requefted to 
keep them and their proceedings thereon fecret, till car- 
ried into execution. The general court, inftead of in- 
- terfering, has prudently left the bufinefs to take its own, 
| courfe. Thofe traders, who want to go to market again 
and make frefh purchafes, cannot fell upon the credit of. 
even the Thirteen United States. The increafing de- 
preciation of the currency 1s another reafon againit it. 
The paper emiffion is now more than three hundred per 
cent. for hard money, and by the end of April will pro- 
bably be four for one: fo that when this, the rifks of the 
fea, the fcarcity of the commodity, the few returns that 
can be made, the advance of expences through the rife 
of provifion, labor, 8c. and other circumftances are 
taken into confideration, ‘the rate of from ten to eighteen 
hundred per cent, has far more the appearance than the 
reality of extortion. 

The convention and convention-troops demand our 
next attention. 


While 
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While upon their march to the neighbourhood of 
Bofton, the Britifh behaved with fuch infolence as con=- 
firmed the country in their determination never to fub- 
mit; for the people faid, “ If they are thus infolent 
now they are prifoners, what would.they be were they 
The Germans ftole and robbed the 
of clothing and every thing 


our mafters °” 
houfes, as they came along, 
on which they could lay their hands, to a large amount. 
‘When at Worcefter indeed they themfelves were robbed, 
though in another way. One Dawes, the iffuing com- 
miffary, upon the firft company’s coming to draw their 
rations, balanced the {cales by putting into that which 
contained the weight, a large ftone; when that com- 
pany was gone (unobferved by the Germans, but not by 
all prefent) the flone was taken away before the next 
came, and all the other companies except the firft had 
fhort allowance. The troops having finifhed their march, 
were quartered in the barracks near Cambridge. It was 
with difficulty gen. Glover could procure quarters for 
the gens. Burgoyne, Reidefel and Phillips, in the town _ 
3 ants were totally averfe to accom- 
modating them. ‘hey could not forget the burning of 

Charleftown. A remonftrance was foon prefented to 
Burgoyne by the officers, complaining, that inftead of 
being conveniently lodged, according to their different 


f, The inhabita 


3 Pp 


- q a4 
1Ti€i 


ranks, agreeable to the convention, they were put into 
barracks, made of fingle boards, five, fix, and feven in 
a room, without any diftinGion of rank. Unfortunately 
for them, there was upon the committee appointed by 
the general court to the bufinefs of quartering them, one 
John Taylor, who, though of the council, was of a 
bafe ipirit, and had raifed himlelf by it tq the poffeffion 
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of confiderable property and influence. He difgraced 1777 
religion by making a great profeffion. The laft how- 
J ever gave him much weight with well-meaning men, 
| who had only a fuperficial acquaintance with him. — This 
| perfon could put up with any lodging; and thought, 
| that what would do for him, might do for Britifh pri- 
| foners though officers. ‘Thus it happened that they were 
‘no better accommodated. They had reafon to com- 
| plain; but the treatment which gen. Burgoyne perfonally 
met with was pleafing. He went to Bofton and dined 
| at gen. Heath’s, who commands in this department. 
| He obferved with great fatisfaction the good behaviour 
) of the soar people There was no tabble collected to 
| infult him, either going or returning. He remarked, 
| when recroffing the ferry to where Charleftown ftood, 
(when his eyes furveyed with admiration its awfully ma- 
| jeftic conflagration) that he fhould have met with very 
| different treatment even in London. 
‘Sufpicions began to be entertained left the general 
had fome finifter defign of conveying the troops to New 
York or elfewhere, when they fhould be embarked, in- 
| ftead of failing with them to Great Britain; and the 
public wifhed to have fome pretence for detaining them. 
It was hinted to congrefs, that fhould Sir W. Howe 
continue obftinately to refufe fettling an equitable cartel 
for the exchange of prifoners, they would be juftified 
in ordering the fulfilling of the convention of Saratoga 
to be delayed, until the United States received juftice 
in that particular. Congrefs foon ordered a committee 
to confider a return of ordnance and ftores taken from 
the enemy, which was enclofed in a letter of the roth 
ot November, accompanying that hint. Upon the re- 
! | _ port 
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1774. port of the committee, on the 22d, the prefident wag 


directed immediately to fend an exprefs to gen. Gates, 
defiring anfwers to feveral queftions. On December 


Bec. the 3d, the general wrote from Albany to the prefident 


@ 


—‘“ ] had the honor to receive your excellency’s letter 
of the 23d ult. by Mr. Pierce, and immediately pros — 
ceeded to. difpatch to the congrefs the required anfwers. 
Refpecting the ftandards, gen. Burgoyne declared upon 
his honor; that the colours of the regiments were left in 
Canada. Asto the military cheft, its contents might 
fo eafily be difpofed of, that to have fought for it would 
have been ineffectual. The Britifh army, all laft war, 
left the paymafter general and the military cheft in fome 
fecure town, and warrants were granted upon the pays 
mafter general there. From the beft accounts, the ‘ene- 
my’s army had been lately cleared off; fo that it is nof 
probable there was any military cheft. The medicines 
were left with the general hofpital, which gen. Burgoyne | 
left behind him at Freeman’s farm. Many of the car- 
touch boxes were left, and fome were carried away 
The mentioning of the accoutrements was forgotten in 
the convention. Thofe that have been carried off have! 
been fold upon the road to Bofton for drams. The 
quantity of field ammunition and mufket. cartridges 
taken, are by no means inconfiderable. 
ufed and deftroyed before the treaty commenced. The 
mufkets will ever be lefs in number than the prifoners, 
as the drummers and ftaff officers do not carry firelocks. 
Many arms were loft in the two hundred batteaus, that. 
were taken from the enemy in their retreat from Free- 


-man’s farm, and many others were plundered by the. 


militia on the eaft Gide of the river. ‘he bayonets were 
5 alle 


The reft was 
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-alfo pilfered by our own people. The very ouards © 
themfelves fupplied their wants from. the piles. Many 
| of the fcabbards for the bayonets were difpofed of in 
| the like manner. I believe there was no deftruction of 
\ military ftores. after the convention, by or with the pri- 
-vity of gen. Burgoyne or his officers. It is fo extraor- 
) dinary for a Britifh army to furrender their arms, that 
we ought not to wonder at the violent and difappointed 
| for committing fome irregularities; but I do not con- 
ceive, that any thing of fufficient confequence was done, 
| to juftify our charge of their having violated the conven- 
| tion. On the day gen. Burgoyne furrendered, I re- 


ceived repeated expreffes to inform me, that the ene~ 
| my’s fleet had advanced up to within a few hours failing 
| of Albany. The removal of the army was therefore 


408, 
VThi6 


| immediately neceflary to cover that city and f€cure our — 


| magazines. My principal attention was of courfe di- 
| rected towards that object. Gens, Glover and Whipple 
| gave me their affiftance and entire approbation in the 
fettlement of the convention. When things of fuch im- 
| portance muft be done ina hurry, fome articles of feem-= 
| ing importance never fail to be omitted. The aris 
were piled up agreeable to the letter of the convention, 
_and their condition as good as can be expected upen 


fuch occafions. Their being wholly unfit for fervices: 
is partly owing to the land and water carriages, but 


_ chiefly to the want of proper packages to fecure them. 


Our own men have changed them; but here I think we. 


| fhould not imprudently expofe the infant ftate of our 
-milicary difcipline.” | 

General Burgoyne was. defirous of ieigie the place 
| for the embarkation of the convention troops from the 
port 
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1717+ port of Bofton to that of Rhode-Ifland or the Sound; 
contiguous to New York, which as well as Rhode-Ifland 
was poflefled by the Britifh. He wrote to gen. Wafh-=. 
ington upon the fubjeé&t on the 25th of November. The 
American cornmandér forwarded the letter to congrefs. 
They on the day it was received, the 17th of Decem- 
ber, refolved, “ That gen. Wafhington be directed to 
inform gen. Burgoyne, that congrefs will not receive, 
nor confider any propofition for indulgence or altering 
‘the terms of the convention of Saratoga, unlefs imme- 
diately direéted to their own body.” ‘The next day they 
received gen. Gates’s letter of December the jd, en- 
clofing a letter to him from gen. Burgoyne of Novem- 
ber the 14th, wherein he declared, that the public faith, 
plighted in the convention of Saratoga, was broken on 
the part 6f the United States, in as much as the officers 
included in the convention had not, fince their arrival 
in Maffachufetts-bay, been accommodated with quarters 
agreeable to their refpective ranks. Congrefs had now 
obtained what they wanted, a plea for detaining the 
convention troops. Some of the members, not at- 
tendine fufficiently to dates and circumftances, ima- 
gined that Burgoyne expected to have failed before 
his letter of the 14th could have reached congrefs 
time enough for them to have detained him; but it 
was fcarce poffible that fuch an expectation could have 
exifted, when he did not write to gen. Wafhington on - 
the fubject of changing the place of embarkation be- 
fore the 25th, and could not, till permiffion was receiv~ 
ed, poflibly embark at Rhode-Ifland, to which port the 
tranfports were fent, and of whofe arrival he was in= 
formed by letter of December the fifth: The coming 
from 


i 
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from New York through the Sound to Rhode-Ifland, Eouaes 


Was fo much more convenient and: lefs hazardous, than 


going round by Long- Ifland and Cape Cod to Botton, 


efpecially at fuch a feafon, that the application for chang- 
ing the place of embarkation was natural: 


Congrefg refolved, “ That the charge made by gen. 1778. 


Burgoyne, of a breach of public faith on the part of i pe 


thefe ftates, is not warranted by the jutt conftruétion of 


any article of the convention of Saratoga 5 that it is a 
ftrong indication of his i Intention, and affords jut ¢ grounds 
of that he will avail himfelf of fach pretended breach 


of the convention, in order to difengage himfelf and the 
army under him, of the obligations they are under to 
chefe United States; and that the fecurity which thefe 
tates have had in his perfonal honor is hereby deftr Oya 
Pd.”.- The next day they refolved therefore That 
he embarkation of gen. Burgoyne and the tr oops un- 


in which the fare are grounded, be re-committed,” 


ler his command, be fufpended till a diftin& and exs 
dlicit ratification of the convention of Saratoga fhall be 


properly notified by the court of Great Britain.” It 


vas then ordered, That the refolutions, and the report 
They took into confideration afrefh, the report of the 8, 


ommittee, which fays, that the cartouch boxes, &c. 


| greeable to the {pirit of the convention, and the tech- 


ical interpretation of the word OMS, ought to have 


jjcen delivered up. It confiders Burgoyne’s refufal to 
live the defcriptive lifts, which congrefs had direéted to 
He taken, in an alarming point of view, more efpeci- 


ly as nine days previous to the refufal, he had in his 


}tter to Gates declared, that the public faith was broken. 


: infifts upon this charge of a breach of faith, being a 
Vou. III, | ia delibe. 


fo) 
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1778. deliberate a& of judgment, and fo of a moft ferious 


nature, pregnant with alarming confequences. It at- 
tempts to invalidate the charge, and afferts, that by an 
examination of the articles it will appear, that the ftipu- 
lation for quartering the officers was not to be conftrued 


sn that rigorous fenfe in which Burgoyne affects to con~ 


(der it, but on the contrary was * aoreed to as far as 
circumftances would admit.” This affertion reduces 
the ftipulation to a mere non-entity, if it is left with the 
ftipulating party wholly to judge of thefe circumftances. 
The committee who made the report mentioned, but for- 
bore “ to lay any ftrefs on the feemingly inadequate 
number of vefiels (being only twenty-fix tranfports) for 
an army confifting of 5642 men, in a winter’s voyage 
to Europe; or on the improbability of the enemy's 
being able, on fo fhort a notice, to victual fuch a fleet 
and army for a voyage of fuch length.” It is happy 
that they did not lay any ftrefs upon it, as it would have | 


“manifetted how much they were biafled by an eagernefs 


i 


| 


I 


| 


ro vindicate the meafures they were defirous of adopt-_ 


ing. The committee was a committee of the whole. 
Twenty-fix tranfports, of 250 ton each; would carry 


\ 


|! 


6s00 men, allowing a ton for évery man. In winter 


time they could fafely {tow more clofely than in warmer 
weather. The voyage though long, in going from 
America to Europe, is performed generally much fooner 


| 


in that than any other feafon, by reafon of the preva- 
lency of the north-weft winds; io that lefs provifion is” 


required for the paflage. 


The former refolves were pafled the fecond time, 


but not till congrefs had refolved, “ That as many of 
che cartouch boxes and feveral other articles of military 


accou 
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accoutrements, annexed to the perfons of the non-com- 177% 
miffioned officers and foldiers, included in the conven- 
tion of Saratoga, have not been delivered up, the con- 
vention on the part of the Britith army has not been 

- ftriétly complied with :—That the refufal of gen. Bur- 
goyne to give defcriptive lifts of the non-commiffioned 
officers and privates belonging to his army, fubfequent 
to his declaration that the public faith was broke, is 
confidered by congrefs in an alarming point of view; 
fince a compliance could only have been prejudicial to 

} that army in cafe of an infra€tion of the convention on 

| their part.”” It was in vain that the general explained 
‘the intention and conftruction of the paflage objected to 
in his letter ; or that his officers, in order to remove the 
difficulty occafioned by it, refpectively fioned their pa- 
jrole. He even pledged himfelf, that his officers would 
}fill join with him in figning any inftrument that might _ 
}be thought neceffary for confirming or renewing the va- 
jlidity of the convention ; but it was to no purpofe. Con- 
grefs have been unalterable: and the detention of the 
troops is now fettled, - 

On the gth of January, the Maffachufetts ceneral 
court permitted Dr. Benjamin Church, who treachery 
had {ubjected him to a long confinement, to take pal-. 
fage on board a brigantine bound to Martinico *, 

, hahe American privateers and continental fhipping, 
have taken a large number of veffels belonging to Great 
Britain, and fent them into their own harbours. They 
aave undoubtedly taken many others upon the European 
coafts, that we have not heard of We have had ac- 
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* She never reached her port, and has never been heard of fince 
ailing, © fiat ! 
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1774.counts of feveral; and that the coafts of Great Britain |, 


and Ireland have been infulted by them, in a manner |} 
never before ventured upon by your hardieft enemies 5 
fo as to produce the appointment of a convoy (for the 
Girt time ever known) to protect the linen fhips from | 
Dublin and Newry. We learn alfo that the General | 
Mifflin privateer, after making repeated captures, ar- | 
rived at Breft, and faluted the French admiral, who | 
returned the falute in form, as to the veflel of a fove- | 
reign independent ftate, We are likewife told, that | 
though lord Stormont, on his threatening to return im- | 
mediately to Great Britain, unlefs fatisfaction was given, } 
obtained an order requiring not only all American pri- | 
yateers, but their prizes, to leave the French ports, the 
fame is evaded. However, his majefty’s veffels on the | 
American ftation, have not been idle; for they have . 
captured very confiderably on thefe coafts and the Weft | 
Indies. ‘Their captures, indeed, are generally not of 
much value fingly, yet they have furnifhed, at times, | 
fome rich prizes, and in the aggregate have been of 
ereat amount. But the balance of property will mof. 
certainly be in favor of the Americans. The continen- 
tal frigate Hancock, of thirty-two guns, moftly twelve 
pounders, coramanded by capt. Manley, was taken, on 
the 8th of July, by Sir George Collier, of his majefty’s 
fhip the Rainbow. 
Sir George, in company with the Victor brig, dif 
covered three fail in the morning of the fixth. He 
chafed with all the fail he could crowd: but obferving 
the next day that they fteered different courfes, about 
two in the afternoon he tacked after the Hancock, which 
appeared the largeft fhip. She feemed at firft rather 
to 
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make his fhip fail better, ftarted all his water forward, 

and fo put her out of trim. At half paft eight the next 
morning, Sir George hailed her, and let the men know, 
that if they expected quarter, they muft ftrike immedi- 
ately. Manley endeavoured to avail himfelf of a freth 
breeze juft fpringing up, Sir George therefore fired into 
him, on which he ftruck after a chace of thirty-nine 
‘hours. He had lately taken the Fox of twenty-eight 
guns on the banks of Newfoundland ; which was one of 
} the three fail, and being difeovered by the Flora on the 
} 7th, was chaced till re-taken. The third was the Bof- 
| ton continental frigate of thirty guns, commanded by 
y capt. M«Neal, which efcaped. The public are not fa- 


he had not left his confort, and that if both had be- 
haved well, neither would have been captured. The 
Hancock’s compliment was 290 men, near as many as 
the Rainbow’s. 

“On the firft of December, te hip Flamand, capt. 
Jandais, arrived at Portfmouth from Marfeilles. Mr. 
John Baptifte Lazarus T heveneau de F rancey is come 
fupercargo and agent for the houfe of Roderique Hor- 
rales and company, alias Mr. Pierre Auguftin Caron de 
Beaumarchais, The fhip has brought 48 pieces of brafs 
rannon, four pounders, with carriages complete—ig 
nine inch mortars—2500 bombs, nine inches—2000 
our pound balls—a quantity of intrenching tools—3o00 
ufees—riio- of another quality for dragoons—about 
18,000 pounds of gunpowder—and 61, O 51 of brimftone. 
The continent iS hagas out for j important news frem 
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| tisfied with the conduét of the latter, imagining that if — 
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to outfail the Rainbow; but Manley endeavouring to 1777 
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Roxbury, Fune. 1, 1778. 


HE hint you have received of a defign to remove 

gen. Wathington from the command of the Ame- 

rican army, will have made you defirous of know- 

ing more of that bufinefS: let it then be firit related. 
Shi The general, being applied to by one of his correfpon- 
dents, anfwered from Valley-forge January the 23d— 

«c Whether a ferious defign of placing gen. Lee (before | 
captivation) at the head of the army, had ever entered | 
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into the head of a member of congrefs or not, I never 
was at the trouble of inquiring. I am told a fcheme of — 
that kind is now on foot by fome, in behalf of another | 
gentleman—whether true or falfe—ferious or merely to ; 
try the pulfe—I neither know nor care. Neither inter- 


efted, nor ambitious views, led me into the fervice. I 
did not folicit the command ; but accepted it after much | 
entreaty, with all that difidence, which a confcious want | 
of ability and experience, equal to the difcharge of fo | 
important a truft, muft naturally excite in a mind not 7 
quite devoid of thought: and after I did engage, pur- 1 
fued the great line of my duty, and the object in view i 
(as far as my judgment could direct) as pointedly as ’ 
the needle to the pole. So foon as the public gets dif- 
fatisfied with my fervices, or a perfon is found better 
qualified to anfwer her expectation, I fhall quit the helm 
with as much pleafure, and retire to a private flation ~ 

with © 
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with as much content, as ever the wearied pilgrim felt 1778. 
upon his fafe arrival at the holy land, or haven of hope; 
and fhall wifh moft devoutly, that thofe who come after 
may meet with more profperous gales than [I have done, 
and lefs difficulty. If the expectation of the public has 
not been anfwered by my endeavours, I have more rea- 
fons than one to regret it; but at prefent I fhall only 
add, that a day may come, when the public caufe is ne 
longer to be benefitted by a concealment of our circum- 
{tances, and till this period arrives, I fhall not be among 
the firft to difclofe fuch truths as may injure it, how- 
ever my charaéter in the mean while may fuffer.” On 
the 1th of February he had occafion for writing —«< I 
can affure you, that no perfon ever heard me drop an 
expreffion that had a tendency to refignation, The fame 
principles that led me to embark in the oppofition to 
the arbitrary claims of Great Britain, operate with ad- 
ditional force at this day; nor is it my defire to with- 
draw my fervices, while they are confidered of impor- 
tance in the prefent conteft. But to report a defign of 
this kind, is among the arts which thofe, who are en- 
deavouring to effect a change, are praClifing to bring it 
to pafs. There is not an officer in the fervice of the 
United States, that would return to the fweets of do- 
metic life with more heartfelt joy than I fhould, but I 
mean not to fhrink in the caufe.. The defign is not only 
feen through but reprobated.” .On the 2oth, Patrick 


Henry efq; governor of Virginia, forwarded an anony- 
mous letter which had been fent hitn, to the general, 
and added— There may be fome fcheme or party 
forming to your prejudice. The enclofed leads to a 
fafpicion, Believe me, Sir, I have too high a fenfe of 
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1778 the obligations America has to you,’ to abet or counte- ) 

nance fo unworthy a proceeding. I really think your > 
: perfonal welfare, and the happineds of America are inti- 

mately connetted,” The anonymous letter was dated—= sf 
York Town, Jan. 12, 1778. It begins with highly |} 
complir menting Mr. Henry, and then proceeds to fketch 
out a difmal picture, and to hint at the remedy-——“ Ame- 
rica‘can be only undone by herfelf. Her reprefentation 
in congrefs is dwindled to only twenty-one members— 
her Adams—her Wilion—her Henry, are no more among 
them. Her countels, weak—~and partial remedies ap- 
p! lied conftantly for univerfal difeafes. Her army, what | 
isit? a mob, Difcipline unknown or wholly neglected -—= 
The quarter-matters and commiffioners departments 
filled with idlenefs, ignorance and peculation :—Our hof- 
pitals crowded with fix thoufand fick, and more dying 
in one month than perithed i in the field during the whole 
of the laft campaign :—The country diftracted with the 
Don Quixotte attempts to regulate the price of provi- 
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ficns:—An artificial famine created by it, and a real 
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one dreaded from it. The northern army has fhown 
what Americans are capable of with a general at their 4 
head. The fouthern army is no ways inferior. —A Gates, 
a Lee, ora Conway would in a few weeks render them 
an irrefitti ble body of men. The laft in one of his let- 
ters to air friend fay YS A great and good God hath de- 
creed America to be free—or the—and weak counfel- 
lors would have ruined her long ago.‘ You may reft 
affured of each of the facts satecti in Se letter.” When 4 
Conway had recovered his original letter, which was 
written in O€tober, he faid to gen. Wathington, in one 
of Januiry the 27th, I find, with great fatisfaction, 
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thar the paragraph fo much fpoken of does not exift in 1778. 
_-faid letter, nor any thing like it. I muft depend upon 
your juftice, candor and generofity, for putting a ftop 
to this forgery.” Had he fent the letter itfelf, the con- 
yiction of the forgery might have been deemed much 
ftronger ; whereas many will doubt whether there was 
a forgery, upon being told that one of his warmeft friends 
quoted the paragraph as authentic fo early as October 
the 21ft. _ Periodical letters were publifhed and circu- 
lated in the continental newfpapers, under the fignature 
of De Lifle, and the pretence of being tranflations from 
the French, artfully calculated to promote the defign 
againft Wafhington, by infinuating into the mind of the 
reader, ideas. tending to leffen him in the eyes of the 
ublic. The writer of the preceding anonymous letter 
is fuppofed to be the author of them. The defign has 
not fucceeded. ‘The general has had too great a fhare 
of the people’ S confidence and affection, to admit of an 
open attempt to remove him. Several members of 
conerefs were engaged in the bufinefs—fome of the Maf 
fachufetts delegates—particularly Mr. Samuel Adams. 
The army was fo confident of it, and fo enraged, that 
perfons were ftationed to watch him, as he approached 
the camp on his return home. But he is commonly 
- poffeffed of good intelligence, and was careful to keep 
at a fafe diftance. Had he fallen into the hands of the 
officers, when in that paroxifm of refentment, they would 
probably have handled him fo as to have endangered oo 
life, and tarnifhed their own honor, 
The plan feems to have been this—-T'o engage the 
Maflachufetts aflembly and the Virginia houfe of bur- 
gefles, to give inftructions to their delegates in congrefs, 
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4778. to move for an inquiry into the caufes. of the ill fuc- 
ce{fs atteading the campaign of 1776; and then to con- 
trive that fuch refolves fhould be given into, as would 

either remove the general or produce his refignation. 

Mean while the names of ay and Mifflin were held 

up, and played off to ripen the meafure, But the 

nymous attempt upon the governor of Virginia was re- 
probated by him; and the Maflachufetts aflembly was 


not in a temper to admit of the trial to eas them. 
fis to gens. Gates and Miffin, they have cleared them- 
{elves from having any defign of removing — com- 


mander inchief,.. The former has written to an intimate 
April correfpondent-—“ York Town, 4th April, 1778. Dear 
** Sir, Laft night I received your affectionate letter of the 
16th laft, that of the 25th of February came to hand a 
few days before. Your remarks upon the works and 
defences of your capital city, are juft; and I am con- 
vinced the town is loft in a very few hours after they are 
attacked. I have daily and weekly been telling your, 
and the other eaftern delegates, that not only the me- _ 
tropolis, but the whole coafts of New England were, in ~ 
my opinion, the grand object of the enemy’s refent- 


ment, for the enfuing campaign: they were a parcel of 
blundering blockheads, not to make that their obje€&t the 7 
laft year. [ think they might then have united their 
whole force, and have made a much more honorable 
end of their fummes’s work than it pleafed heaven to 
give them.—-I find by your letters, that Bofton, as well 
as this part of the continent, is infected by incendiaries 7 
who endeavour, by every villainous art, to imprefs a 
behef—That. gen. Miffin and myfelf, are in a league, 


tl 


with other defigning and ambitious fpirits, ta fuperfede 
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gen. Wafhington, Nothing can be more wicked, no- 177% 
thing more falfe than this diabolical calumny. Gen. 
Mifflin, to whom I made known the induftry of his 
-enemies and mine, and the tricks of their emiffaries, 
writes to you by this conveyance. You know his honor, 
merit, and fervices to the public; you alfo know, that 
whenever I have been called forth, I have done my beft 
for the eftablifhment of independence and peace: is it 
generous therefore, that we two fhould be felected for a 
fanace to a junto? For my part I folemnly declare, I 
never was engaged in any plan or plot for the removal 
of gen. Wafhington *, nor do I believe any fuch plot 
ever exifted—fo help me—. Your’s moft truly.” 
You may credit Gates’s not believing fuch plot; but 
you muft believe differently. The ftile of gen. Mif- 
flin’s letter was—“* Dear Mr. ——= Audi et alieram par- 
tem. 1 declare to you, with the greateft fincerity and 
folemnity, that I never formed a plan or a party to in- 
jure gen. Wafhington’s command,—I never defired to 
have any perfon whomfoever take the command of the 
American army from him ; nor have I faid, or done any 


thing, of, or refpecting him, which the public fervice 
did not require ; and which I would not have faid, with 
oreat freedom, to you as his friend, and as a friend to. 
American Independency. I never afpired, in thought, 
to the command of the army, and always would have 
deprecated the idea as improper and dangerous to myfelf 
and to minh had that idea occurred, which it never did 


* When gen. Gates’s letters were examined by me at his feat in 
Virginia, the latter end of 1781, there was not a fingle paragraph to, 
be met with, that contained any intimatioa of his being concerned in 

~ fach a plan, bin 
| to 
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1778. to me.—I hope to fee you before lone-——I moft ardently 
wifh it—and I pledge myfelf to you and my country, 
that I can and will juftify my character of a patriot iz 

| all points to your fatisfaction.” This difagreeable rela- 
‘| “ i tion will finifh with a paragraph from gen. Wafhington’s 
| letter of March the 28th.— My caution to avoid every 
thing that could injure the fervice, prevented me from 
communicating, but to a very few of my friends, the 
intrigues of a faction, which I know was formed againft 
| me, fince it might ferve to publifh our internal diffen- 
aul fions ; but their own reftlefs zeal to advance their views 
has too clearly betrayed them, and made concealment 
on my part fruitlefs.” 


Let us pafs on to another event, which has the ap- 
pearance of being related to fome plot. On Monday, 
January the 12th, the prefident laid before congrefs a 
packet containing blank papers, which he received the 
day before from capt. John Folger, who was fent by the 
commiffioners at Paris with difpatches to congrefs, Mr. 
Folger was ordered to be confined in clofe prifon; but 
in the beginning of May, the committee, who were ap- 
pointed to examine into his condu& reported, « That 
they have made as full an examination into that bufinefs 
as the evidence they were able to obtain would permit, 
and on the whole have no proof of any guilt in Mr. 
Folger ;” whereupon the captain has been permitted to 
go home, and has had all his expences paid him. .The 
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committee fufpect there has been foul play fomewhere. 
‘They have taken off the feal from the packet, and fent 
.. * it Back ‘to’Pans, to be" examined by the original im. 
preffion, that they may fee if the fraud can be detected 
by that mean, What makes the affair more myfterious 
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is, that the other difpatches brought by the captain; cOn- 1778. 
tained ftate papers directed for the late prefident Mr. 
Hancock, and had no appearance of having been fearch- 
ed. Time muft produce an explanation of this dark 
bufinels ; ; which has been rendered the more fufpicious — 
by the arrival of Mr. Francey with a letter from Mr. 
Deane only, dated Paris, September the zoth, 1777, 
recommending him as Mr. Beaumarchais’ agent, and 
prefling the execution of the bufinefs which he came 
upon. The: committee for foreign affairs, in their firft 
letter to the commiffioners after his arrival, faid, “ We 
think it ftrange that the commiffioners did not jormély 
write by Mr. Francey, confidering the very important 
defigns of his coming over, viz. to fettle the mode of 
_ payment for the paft cargoes, fent by Roderique Hor- 
tales and Co. [alias Mr. Beaumarchais] and to make 
contra¢ts for future. It is certain, that much eclaircifie- 
ment is, at this late moment, wanting.” Mr, Francey 
from time to time fent to the committee of commerce, 
letters upon the bufinefs with which he was intrufted, 
which were reported to congrefs for their confideration, 
After being before them once and again, Mr. Francey, 
as agent for Roderique Hortales and company, fettled 
“his contra& with them, on the 8th of April. By that 
contract it was ftipulated among other articles, that the 
cofts of the feveral cargoes already thipped by the faid 
company, were to be fairly flated at the current prices 
and ufual mercantile charges in France, of the dates at 
which they were fhipped. 
Let us for a while employ ourfelves about military 
concerns. Betty el gids 
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The condition of the army at Valley-forge, was far 
from being the moft eligible or refpectable; and in cafe 
the enemy had come out of Philadelphia, and made a 
general pufh, would have been exceeding hazardous. 
Gen. Wafhington was compelled by neceffity to employ 


- the troops in making feizures ; which excited the greateft 


uneafinefs imaginable among their beft and warmeft 
friends, befide {preading difafrection among the people. 
He ever regrets being forced upon fuch a meafure, and 
confiders it among his worft misfortunes; as it not only 
occafions a dreadful alarm, but never fails, even in ve- 
teran armies, under the moft rigid and exact difcipline, 
to raife in the foldiery a difpofition to licentioufness, 
plunder, and robbery. The relief obtained’ was of no 
long continuance. 

He thus defcribed the diftreffes of the army on the 
16th of February— For fome days paft there has been 
little lefs than a famine in camp. Naked and ftarving 
as they are, we cannot enough admire the incomparable 
patience and fidelity of the foldiery, that they have not, 
ere this, been excited by their fufferings to a general 


mutiny and difperfion. ‘This is the fecond time in the’ 


prefent year, that we have been upon the verge of a 
diffolution for want of provifion.” As to clothing, 
“‘ he was continually tantalized with accounts’ from all 
quarters, of ‘the prodigious quantity that was purchafed 
and forwarded for the ufe of the army, while none reached 
them, or fo badly forted as to be totally ufelef&S&. The 


poor foldier had ‘a pair of ftockings given him without: 


fhoes, or a waiftcoat without a coat or blanket to his 
back ; and thus he derived little benefit from what he 
received, Kerhaps by Midfummer he may receive thick 

ftockings, 
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ftockings, fhoes, and blankets, which he will contrive 1778 
to get rid of in the moft expeditious manner. In this 
way, by an eternal round of the moft (tupid manage- 
| ment, the public treafure is expended to no kind of © 
) purpofe, while the men have been ve to perith by 
| inches with cold and nakednefs.” 
_ Upon a full conviction that the falvation of the caufe 
depended on making provifion for the half pay of the 
officers, the general communicated his thoughts to fome 
of the congrefs in the following words—“ With far the 
greateft part of mankind, intereft is the governing princi- 
ple. Almoft every man is more or lefs under its influence. 
Motives of public virtue may, for a time, or in parti- 
cular inftances, actuate men to the obfervance of a con- 
duét purely difinterefted ; but they are not of themfelves 
fufficient to produce a perfevering conformity, to the 
refined dictates and obligations of focial duty. We find 
it exemplified in the American officers as well as in all 
Other men. Atthe commencement of the difpute, in 
the firft effufions of their zeal, and looking upon that 
fervice to be only temporary, they entered into 1t with- 
out paying any regard to pecuniary or felfith confidera- 
tions: but finding its duration to be much longer than 
they at. firft fufpected: and that inftead of deriving any 
advantage from the hardfhips and dangers to which they 
were expofed, they on the contrary were lofers by their 
patriotifm, and fell far fhort of a competency to fupply 
their wants, they have gradually abated in their ardor; 
and with many an entire difinclination to the fervice un- 
der its prefent circumftances has taken place.—When an 
officer’s commiffion is valuable to him, and he fears to 
lofe it, you may then exact obedience from him, It is 
6 not 
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1778. not indeed confiftent with reafon or juftice, to expe 


that one fet of men fhould make a facrifice of property, 
domettic eafe and happinefs, and encounter the rigors of 
the field, the perils and viciffitudes of war, to obtain 
thofe bleffings which every citizen will enjoy in common 
with them, without fome adequate compenfation. It 
mutt alfo be a comfortlefs reflection to any man, that 
after he may have contributed to fecuring the rights of 
his country, by the rifk of his life and the ruin of his 
fortune, there will be no provifion made for preventing 
himfelf and family from finking into indigence and 
wretchednefs. Nothing would ferve more fully to re- 
animate their languifhing zeal, and intereft them tho- 
roughly in the fervice, than a half pay and penfionary 
eftablifhment.” The general fupported his interpofition 


g.April in behalf of the officers, by a fecond letter of April the 
12+ o7fte¢ Men may fpeculate as they will; they may 


talk of patriotifm ; they may draw a few examples from 
ancient ftory of great atchievements performed by its 
influence, but whoever builds upon it, as a fufficient 
bafis for conducting a’ long and bloody war, will find 
themfelves deceived in the end. We mutt take the paf- 
Gons of men as nature has given them, and thofe prin- 
ciples as a guide which are generally the rule of action. 
I do not mean to exclude altogether the idea of patrio- 
tifm. I know it exifts, and I know it has done much 
in the prefent conteft: but I will venture to affert, that 
a great and lafting war can never be fupported on this 
principle alone. It muft be aided by a profpeé of in- 


tereft or fome reward. For a time it may of itfelf pufh » 
. men to aétion, to bear much, to encounter difficulties, 


but it will. not endure unaffifted by intereft.—=Without 
: arro- 
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arrogance, or the fialleft deviation from truth, it may 1778 
be faid, that no hiftory now extant, can furnith an in- 
itance of an army’s fuffering fuch uncommon hardfhips | 
as ours has done, and bearing them with the fame pati- 
ence and fortitude. ‘To fee men without clothes to cover 
| their nakednefs, without blankets to lie on, without 
thoes, (fo that their marches might be traced by the 
blood from their feet) and almoft as often without pro- 
- -vifion as with, marching through froft and fnow, and at 
Chriftmas taking up their winter quarters within a day’s 
march of the enemy, without a houfe or hut to cover 
them, till they could be built, and fubmitting to it 
_ without a murmur, is a mark of patience and obedience, 
which, in my opinion, can fcarce be paralleled.” Within 
a week after, congrefS refolved that there fhould be 4 
provifion of half pay for the life of the officers; but 
} then they further refolved, “ That nothing contained in 
the foregoing refolution fhall be edniiteded to extend to 
} prevent the United States from redeeming, at any time, 
| the half pay of fuch officers as they ities proper, by 
“paying them a fum equal to fix years half pay.” But 
j before thefe refolves were pafled, between two and 
three hundred officers had refigned their commiffions, 
reckoning from laft Auguft. 
General Wafhington being defirous of effecting an 
| exchange of prifoners, wrote to congrefs, on the 7th ‘of 
“March It may be thought contrary to our intereft 
to go into an exchange, as the enemy would derive more 
immediate advantage from it than we fhould: but on 
principles of genuine extenfive policy, independent of 
the confideration of compaffion and juttice, we are un- 
der an obligation not to elude it, An event of this kind 
*Vot. Ill, Oe, ee is. 


i er pei: eS ea ee . 
Fig gle he gee (deih pial Baie ay 
SONA CEI SONG De rea) toe ee ae EGET Cire tes, eek ait te Deas 


66 THE HISTORY OF THE 


1778+ js the general with of the country. I know it to be thé |: 
with of the army, and it muft be the ardent with of the : 
unhappy fufferers themfelves. Should the exchange be 
deferred, till the terms of the laft refolve of congrefs on 
the fubjec& are fulfilled, it will be difficult to prevent | 
our being generally accufed with a breach of good faith. | 
Speculative minds may confider all our profeffions as « | 
mere profeffions, or at bett, that intereft and policy are 
to be the only arbiters of their validity. J cannot doubt’ | 
that congrefs, in prefervation of the public faith and my 
perfonal honor, will remove all impediments, that now | 
oppofe themfelves to my engagements, and will autho- | 
rize me, through commiffioners, to fettle as extenfive | 


and competent a cartel as may appear advantageous and 
neceflary, any refolutions heretofore to the contrary not- 
withftandine.” Congrefs in a few days removed the | 
impediment; by refolving that he might proceed in the | 
exchange of prifoners without waiting for the fettlement | 
and the difcharge of their aecounts: but no cartel has 
been agreed upon. Commiflioners were appointed on 
both fides, and held feveral meetings, without effecting 
the bufinefs. ‘This led congrefs to refolve, on the 21ft 

of April—“< That congrefs are fincerely defirous of — 
fettling a cartel for the exchange of prifoners, on prin- 

ciples of juftice, humanity, and mutual advantage, and. 
agreeable to the cuftomary rules and practice of war — 


among civilized nations, and that they lament the ob- 
ftacles raifed by gen. Howe and his commiffioners during 
the negotiations held for this defirable purpofe.” - How- 
‘ever, partial exchanges of individuals have taken place, 
and will be continued. When major Otho Williams » 
was exchanged, he fent a letter to American-head quar- 
9 | op ters 
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ters, relating how the prifoners had been treated at New 177% 
York, and then faid—¢ Before I conclude, permit me 
to acknowledge to you and the world, that I am much 
obliged to Daniel Chamier efq; auditor general, for lend- 
ing me money; to doctor Richard Huddlefton of the 
_ Seventh Britifh regiment, for feveral offices of kindnefs 
| to myfelf and other prifoners, and that I was treated in 

a very courteous genteel manner by major Ackland, of 
the twentieth, for whom I was exchanged.” 

In January, congrefs concluded upon a winter's irrup- 
tion into Canada, and appointed the marquis de la 
Fayette, gens. Conway and Stark to condu& it. The 
two former repaired to Albany, and were afterward 
joined by baron de Kalb. — But in awhile, the expedition 
was dropt, for want of men, money, clothing, feighs, 
provifions and forage: and on the 22d of April, Con- 
‘way requefted leave to refign his commiffion, which was 
granted. Baron de Steuben, who arrived the beginning of 
December, with fundry letters of recommendation to 
sarees and was defired by them to repair to gen, 
Wathington’s quarters, foon fucceeded hint as infpector 
Ieeneral, The fame day Conway’ S réfignation Was ac- 
cepted, on the 28th. of April, Wafhington wrote to 
congrefs=—~ I can be no longer filent as to the merits 
of baron de Steuben. I donfider him as an acquifition — 
‘o the fervice, and recommend him to the attention of 
rongrefs.”’ May the sth, it was refolved, ** That con- 
srefs approve gen, Wafhington’s plan for the inftitution 
£ a well organized infpectorfhip: That baron Steuben 
je appointed to the office of infpeCtor general, with the 
| ank and pay of major general ; his pay to commence 
iG abe time he joined the army and entered into the 
| Fg | | feryice 
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yo-8e(orvice of the United States: That there be two rariks 
of infpectors, under the direction of the infpector gene-_ [ 
rat, the firft to fuperintend two or moreé brigades, and 
che other to be charged with the infpection of one bri- 
wade: That gen. Wafhington be authorized to appoint | 
fuch perfons to be infpectors and brigade infpe€tors for | 
the main army, as he fhall think beft qualified to execute | 
the feveral duties of thofe offices.” The commander in | 

chief and the baron being in perfect unifon, the difci- 
pline of the army has been mightily improved, and the } 
exercife of the battalions has become uniform. In or- | 
der to eftablifh thefe points, the officers were formed} 
into a body, and when completely exercifed and inftruct- | 
rl ed, were put upon doing the like by their men. When | 
the baron manceuvred the battalions, the brigades, the | 
divifions, or the army, he explained matters to the re= | 
refpective commanding officers, and taught them to un- | 
derftand the meaning and intention of the various move- 
ments. The office of infpector general was one of the 
regulations in view for the reform of the army, fome 
time before Conway’s appointment: and the foreign 
officers, who had no commiffions, and no commands, 
and who were of ability, were to have been recom=, 
mended, and particularly baron D’Arendt, with whom 
the idea originated. Z| 
The fufferings of the arrny for want of provifion, led 
the congrefs to think at length of changing the com- 
miffary general; they therefore directed the prefident to 
write to col. Jeremiah Wadfworth of Connecticut, re~ 
quefting his attendance on matters of confequences 
When informed of his arrival, they appointed a com= 
be ~ qnittee of four to confer with him, and inquire whether 
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| purchafes. The colonel was not a ftranger to the nature 
of the bufinefs, nor the way in which it was neceffary 
} to conduct it, for the fervice of the army. He con- 


informed the committee upon what terms he would un- 
dertake the conduéting of that department: from thefe 
| he would not recede. He would not be tied up by any 
regulating acts, but would be left at liberty to purchafe 
as he'was able. After repeated conferences, “ Con- 
erefs proceeded to the election of a commiflary general 


l) Wadfworth efq; was unanimoufly elected,” on the gth 
of April. In five days more, upon the refumption of 
the confideration of the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to confer with him, they refolved, “ That the 
} commiflary general of purchafes haye full power to ap- 
point and remove every officer in his department ;” 


clofed with one declaring, “ That all former regulations 
of congrefs, relative to the department of the commifi lary 
general of purchafes, which interfere with the foregoing 
refolutions, be repealed.” ‘Thus they abandoned that 
plan, which induced their firft commiffary general, col. 
Jofeph Trumbull, to quit the department; and in its 
| operation, had nearly deftroyed their army, | 

Congrefs began the year with authorizing a committee 
| to take every neceffary meafure for the immediate relief 
| of the fick foldiers, and to report whatever alteration in 
| the medical pi angads might be paints. They foon 


\j in in middle diftrict, to filidic ¢ urinal tins of 
t aes a woollens 


} fidered the matter thoroughly ; laid his own plan ; and — 


of purchafes, and the ballots being taken, Jeremiah | 


which was followed by various other refolutions, and 
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he would undertake the office of commiffary general of 1773 
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ry7g.woollens and linens, made or unmade, for the fervice of" 
the fick; many of whom were loft for want of thefe 
articles. ‘hey alfo ordered doétor Shippen, the director 
| general of the hofpitals, and doctor Ruth, phyfician ge- 
ne neral of the middle diftriat, to attend them on the 26th 
i of January. A committee of five upon their arrival was 
i} chofen to fend for, and to hear them, and to report 
fpecially, The afternoon of the 27th, and the next 
morning, were fpent in that fervice. A gentleman, who 
could not but know what paffed, wrote on the 28th— 
« Doétor R fays in a letter, that one half of the — | 
: foldiers that died laft year, perifbed by the prefent medical | 
ie eftablifhment—A. thocking black picture indeed doctor | 
[ Rush painted—but by all accounts it is a juft one, Te Ht 
i ; is a very melancholy reflection, that buildings erected | 
for the relief and comfort of the fick and wounded, 
fhould become tombs‘ to them. A bad fyftem anda | 
bad adminiftration, have produced great mifchiefs in the 
hofpital. Peculation and embezzlement of ftores, prez 7 
vail as much in this department as in others. J do not i 
allege thefe things without authority or proof. They are i 
faéts too well authenticated.” Another, in his corref. 
pondence, expreffed himfelf thus upon matters--“ The 
wealth of worlds could not fupport the expence of the a 
medical department alone, above two or three years. | 
There is but ove right fyftem for a military hofpital, and 
that is the one made ufe of by the Britith army. That a 
would fave half a million a year to the continent, and, 
what is more, would produce perfect fatisfaction and ~ 
happinefs,” On the 3oth, Dr. Rufh requefted leave to 1 
refign, which was accepted. Congrefs, on the 6th of q 
February, came to various refolutions, upon the report 
of 
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of the firft committee, for the better regulating the 1778. 


hofpitals of the United States. On the 25th, Dr. Rufh 
fent a letter from Princeton to gen. Wafhington, con- 
taining a well-attefted certificate from Bethlehem, fetting 
forth, that the wine allowed the hofpital was fo adulte- 
| rated .as to have none of the qualities of Madeira—that 
| none of the patients under the care of the figners eat of 
| venifon, poultry, and wild fowl, (unlefs purchafed by 
themfelves) and that large quantities were purchafed by 
the director general—that the director entered the hofpi- 
tal but once during fix weeks refidence in Bethlehem, 
- though the utmoft diftrefs and mortality prevailed—that 
_ the fick were too much crowded, and wanted blankets, 
- fhirts, ftraw, and other neceffaries—that there died in 
the place two hundred foldiers (eight-tenths of them by 
{ a putrid fever caught in the hofpital) within three 
thonths. Dr. Rufh mentioned, that Dr. Shippen, in 
the height of the mortality, wrote to congrefs—“« No 
| fatal difeafe prevails in the hofpitals, very few die, and 
the hofpitals are in very good order.” He faid— Our 
| direétor general was employed in felling large quantities 
of Madeira wine, brown and loaf fugar, &c. (which 
had been tranfported through the country in hofpital 
waggons, and fecured as hofpital ftores) under the name 
of private property.” This, and another letter from the 
doétor, were read in congrefs, the third of April, when 
a committee was appointed and directed to inquire into 
the charges contained in the letters again{t doétor Sh uppen 
| and into his conduct as direétor general, and to report 
_ fpecially to congrefs. The diminution of the army by 
ficknefs has been very great: and you will eafily conceive 
whence it was that no more of the fick recovered. The 

ros,  ficknefs 
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was brought upon them, not altogether through the 
want of clothes or provifion, but of cleanlinefs in their 
huts and in the camp. Notwithftanding repeated pofi- 
tive orders enjoining cleanlinefs, in fome places of the 
camp the ftench was intolerable, through the neglect or 
the want of neceflaries. 7 | 
It has been refolved, that count Pulafki fhall raife 
and have the command of an independent corps, to 
confift of fixty-eight horfe and two hundred foot; the 
horfe to be armed with lances, and the foot equipped 
in the manner of light infantry. | 
No mention has been yet made of one capt. Lee of 
the light dragoons, a bold enterprifing young officer, 
who, if fpared, is like to make a confiderable figure ; 
but a refolve of congrefs leads us to notice him. By 
the twenty-fecond of laft November, he and his little 
troop had taken a hundred and two of the enemy pri- 
foners. The whole tenor of his conduét during that — 
campaign proved him to be brave and prudent. He 
rendered effential fervice to his country, and acquired to 
himfelf and the corps he commanded, diftinguifhed 
honor. The congrefs, to reward his merit, have re- 
folved, “ That capt. H. Lee be promoted to the rank 
of major commandant; that he be empowered to aug- 
ment his prefent corps by inliftments to two troops of 
horfe, to act as a feparate corps.” ‘Thefe inliftments 
are not to be made fram among the prifoners.. The 
commander in chief oppofes every thing of that kind, 
and has written—-‘* We have always complained againit 
Howe, and ftill do, for obliging or permitting the pri- 
foners in his hands to inlift, as an unwarrantable pro« 
cedure, 
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cedure. The practice on our part would juttify it in 1778 
_him. I believe no prifoners have ever been inlifted by 
us. Iam fure none have through compulfion.” But 
- inthe Mafiachuletts, a number of the convention troops, 
upon offering themfelves, were inlifted: which occa- 
_fioned the general’s writing, “ Burgoyne could hardly 
} fuggeft a more effectual plan, for plundering us of fo 
| much money, reinforcing Mr. Howe with fo many men, 
] and Barents us from recruiting a certain number of re- 
} giments.” All the Britith eciea fent on from this ftate 
asrecruits for oneregiment, went off to the enemy by theend 
of March: and of a detachment of fixty of them, which 
_marched to join col. Henley’s, only twelve or thirteen 
_ reached the camp. Part of the others made their efcape, 
_and the reft formed a plan for the fame purpofe, mutinied 
_and were thrown into prifon. The conduct of inlifting 
the convention troops was fufficiently mortifying ; but it 
_was far more provoking to obferve the backwardnefs of 
the fates in furnifhing the recruits that were wanted. 
-Inftead of the army’s being reinforced with eight or ten 
thoufand troops, it was fcarcely joined by fo many hun- 
dreds, by.the twelfth of April. 
Let us change the fubject, and confine ourfelves, for 
a time, more particularly to the proceedings of congrefs, 
On the rgth of January, they refolved to grant a bre- 
vet of lieut. col. to the chevalier de Maduit du Plefiis, 
as a reward for his fervices. Gen. Wafhington recom- 
mended him ina letter, adding, that “ the gallant con- 
du& of this young gentleman at Brandywine, German- 
town, and at Fort Mercer, (on the Delaware) entitles 
him to the particular notice of congrefs;” that « he 
made feveral judicious alterations in the works at Red- 
: bank, 
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1778. bank, and fhowed great good conduct during the action, 


in which the Heffians were repulfed ;” and that “ after 
the evacuation was determined on, he became the means 
of faving fome valuable artillery and ftores, and cheer- 
fally undertook as volunteer the hazardous operation of 
blowing up the magazine, 8c. without apparatus ufually 
provided upon fuch occafions ;” and concluding with— 
« he poffefles a degree of modefty not always found in 
men who have performed brilliant actions.” 

Two days after, congrefs, on the report from the 
board of war, refpecting the treatment of the American 
prifoners in New York and Philadelphia, refolved among 
other things—“* That the allowance of two dollars a 


week to officers, who are prifoners of war to thefe United - 


States do ceafe, unlefs to thofe officers who may be en- 
titled thereto by any contract made on or before their 
captivity or furrender: That in return for permiffion 
given to purchafe provifions of the American commif- 
faries for the ufe of the enemy’s prifoners, gen. Wafh- 
ington be direéted to demand of gen. Howe, liberty to 
purchafe clothing in fuch places as may be under his 
power for the ufe of the American prifoners: That the 
commiffary general of prifoners and his refpective de- 
puties,- be forthwith directed to call in all the officers 
and privates belonging to the enemy, and to confine 
them in fuch places, and order them to be fubfifted and 
treated in fuch manner as fhall render their fituation 
fimilar, in all refpects, to that of the officers and privates 


_ who are prifoners with the enemy; and that they con- 


tinue this mode of treatment, till fuch time as a change 
of conduét on the part of the enemy fhall induce con+ 
grefs, or the commander in chief of the armies of thefe 

{tates, 
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ftates, to give directions for a different line of conduct 3473, 
on their part.” his threat of retaliation will have little 
effect upon the Britifh commander; and if no other 
confideration fhould prevent, the general humanity of 
- the people would bea bar to its execution. That fome 
different meafures ought to be adopted as to the Britith 
officers, than what are at prefent given into, muft be 
admitted wpon another account; for they have done 
much mifchief to the American caufe. During their 
captivity, they have formed connections in the country 5 
have confirmed the difaffected ; converted many igno- 
rant people; and frightened the lukewarm and timid by 
their {tories of the power of Great Britain. 

On the 27th of February, congrefs refolved, « That 
whatever inhabitant of thefe ftates fhall kill, or feize, or 
take any loyal citizen or citizens thereof, and convey | 
| him, her or them, to any place within the power of the 
| enemy, or fhall enter into any combination for fuch 
 purpofe, or attempt to carry the fame into execution, 
or hath affifted or fhall affift therein; or fhall by giving 
intelligence, acting as a guide, or in any other manner 
whatever, aid the enemy in the perpetration thereof, he 
fhall fuffer death by the judgment of a court-martial, 
_ as atraitor, aflaffin and fpy, if the offence be committed 
within feventy miles of the head quarters of the grand 
or other armies of thefe fates, where a general officer 
commands.” This refolution has been introduced to 
fhow you what a ftretch of power congrefs has been 
guilty of. They have hereby fufpended in particular 
cafes the judicial authority of the Maffachufetts. ftate, 
which is not the feat of war; and fubjeéted certain cri- 

minals to -a trial by a court-martial, inftead of leaving 
| them, 
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At Providence a general 
officer commands a {mall army, at the diftance of only 
forty-five miles from Bofton. All bodies of fallible men 
pofieffed of or claiming power, ought to be narrowly 
watched, or from good or bad intentions, they will tranf 
grefs the limits of their conftitution, without a real ne- 
eetity. wu * 

Major general Greene was appointed, on the fecond 
of March, quarter-mafter general; but allowed to re- 
tain his rank in the army. The next day, congrets, 
upon the report of a committee, refolved, ** That lieut, 


gen. Burgoyne, on account of his ill ftate of health, have 


leave to embark for England by Rhode-Ifland, or any 
more expeditious route, with the officers of his family 
and his fervants.” He is engaged by parole, in cafe the 
embarkation of the convention troops is prolonged be- 
yond the time apprehended, to return to America upon 
demand and due notice given, and to re-deliver himfelf 
into the power of congrefs, unlefs regularly exchanged. 
Congrefs have not loft fight of the importance of 
having the North River’and the paffes in the Highlands 
well fecured, fo as to render any fudden attempt upon 
Albany by the fame impraéticable. Had Sir W. Howe, 
inftead of going by fea to Philadelphia, bent his whole 
force for the maftering of thefe, as gen. Wafhington 


ftrongly fufpected he would do, the independency of the — 
United States muft have tottered to the very foundation, — 


if not have been completely fubverted. Whether the 
plan of making the grand diverfion fouthward, originated 
with the miniftry, himfelf, or a Pennfylvania refugee—by 
his leaving the troops under Burgoyne to fhift forthemfelves, 
in cafe the reinforcement from Europe did not arrive in 


time, 
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time, the fubjugation of the country may be entirely pre- 1552. 
} vented. Gen. Gates was direéted, onthe rsth of April, 4P™4 
} to repair forthwith to Fifh-kill, and to take the command My 
of all the troops on the North River and in the whole 
northern department. He was alfo to take effectual 
-meafures to fecure the communication between the 
eaftern and fouthern ftates, by maintaining the poffef- 

fion of the river; and for that purpofe was empowered — 

_ to provide gallies, gun-boats, fire rafts, chains, cafloons 
and cheveaux de Frize, and to ere¢t all neceffary fortifi- 

/ cations, Weft Point has for fome time been pitched 

_ upon as a proper fpot; and the troops have begun, and 
are going on to fortify it. When the works are com- 
pleted, it will be a much ftronger poft than fort Mont- 

- gomery, and is higher up the river, and projects into 

it. The foldiers, whether militia or continentals, will, 

- according to cuftom, be employed upon them till finifh~ 

| ed, without putting the ftates to any particular Saas 

for labor in erecting them. 

Congrefs were expecting that fomething would turn 
up in Europe favorable to America; and were confirm- 
ed in their expectation, upon the receipt of a draught 
of a bill for declaring the intention of the Britifh par- 
liament as to the exercife of their right of impofing 
taxes on the Americans, as alfo the draught of a bill to 
enable the king to appoint commiffioners with powers 
to treat, confult and agree upon the means of quieting 
certain diforders within the colonies. Thefe draughts 
were fent from Philadelphia to gen. Wafhington, who 
forwarded them to York Town. On the 22d of April 
-eongrefs took them into confideration, and, obferving 

that they had been induftrioufly circulated in a partial 
A Ss 5 and 
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2778. and fecret manner, ordered that they fhould be forth- 
with printed for the public information: but at the fame- } 
E le time took care to counteract their influence by the re-~ 
i marks they publifhed refpecting them. They declared 
i ae ‘| their belief, that the parliament would confer on them 
! | ou the ufual folemnities of their Jaws; and then obferved, 
i a that upon a fuppofition the matters contained in them 
fhould really go into the Britifh ftatute book, they would 
ferve to fhow, in a clear point of view, the weaknefs 
and wickednefs of the enemy: on thefe they expatiated. 
et \ This done they faid—< It appears evident that the faid 
AWE bills are intended to operate upon the hopes and fears of 
) the good people of thefe {tates, fo as to create divifions: 
ad among them, and a defection from the common caufe : 
| | and that they are the fequel of that infidious plan, which 
i from the days of the ftamp-act down to the prefent 
time, hath involved this country in contention and blood- - 
fhed.” Congrefs went on to pronounce, that if any | 
men or body of men prefume to make any feparate or 
partial convention or agreement with the Britifh com- 
miffioners, they ought to be confidered and treated as 
open and avowed enemies of the United States. They 
declared, “* That thefe United States cannot with pro- 
priety hold any conference or treaty with any commif- 
fioners on the part of Great Britain, unlefs they fhallas 
a preliminary thereto, either withdraw their fleets and © 
armies, or elfe in pofitive and exprefs terms acknow- 
ledge the independence of the faid ftates.”. They then, 
from an apprehenfion that it is the defign of the enemy 
to lull them into a fatal fecurity, call upon the ftates to 
ufe the moft ftrenuous exertions to have their refpective 
quotas of continental troops in the field as foon as pof= — 
fible, 
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fible, and to hold all their militia in readinefs to a&t as 1778. 
-eccafion may require. The congrefs at this period had 
no knowledge of a treaty’s having been entered into by 
France with their commiffioners ; but they conjectured 
that there would be a rupture in Europe between the 
French and Britifh nations; and to avail themfelves of 
the occafion, and detach the tories from the enemy, 
they the next day recommended to the ftates the offer- 
ing of pardon, under the reftritions that might be 
thought expedient, to fuch of their inhabitants or fub- 
| jects who had levied war againft them, or had adhered 
to the enemy, as fhould furrender themfelves to any civil 
or military officer of any of the ftates, or return to the 
ftate they belonged to before the ioth of next June. 
~The arrival of the conciliatory bills at New York and 
Philadelphia, excited equal aftonifhment and indigna- 
} tion in the royal forces. ‘Thefe thought their perfonal 
} honor wounded in the recantation now made of all that — 
| high language and treatment, which they had been ac- 
cuftomed to hold or to offer to the Americans. The 
difappointment was the greater, as the bills were the 
fubftitute to a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men, 
} which they had expected. But the feelings of the nu- 
merous body of American refugees is not to be de- 
Cerio sesiueyi Rite é tap % 
A committee of congrefs was appointed on the 1ft of May 
May, “ to inquire into the laws and cuftoms of nations ™ 
refpecting neutrality, and to report whether the conduct 
of the king of Portugal, in forbidding the veffels of the 
United States to enter his ports, and ordering thofe al- 
ready there to depart at a fhort day, is not a breach of 
the laws of neutrality, and wil] not.juftify acts of hoftilicy 

|  againtt 
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1778 aoain{t the fubjects of the faid kingdom.” On the third, 
a a . . 
3e / during the Sunday’s adjournment, Mr. Simeon Deane, 
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brother to Silas Deane efq; arrived exprefs from France, 
with fundry important difpatches, whereupon congrefs 
was convened, and the difpatches opened and read, | 
among which, to their inconceivable joy, were a treaty | 
of commerce, and a treaty of alliance, concluded be- | 
tween his moft Chriftian majefty the king of France, and | 
the United States of America. ‘The treaties were duly 
weighed and confidered feparately the next day, and | 
upon each it was unanimoufly refolved, ‘* That the fame 
be and is hereby ratified.” ‘There was an act feparate 
and fecret in the following terms—“ The moft Chrif- | 
tian king declares, in confequence of the intimate union | 
which fubfifts between him and the king of Spain, that 
in concluding with the United States of America this 
treaty of amity and commerce, and that of eventual and | 
defenfive alliance, his majefty hath intended and intends) | 
to referve exprefsly, and he referves by this prefent fe- 
parate and fecret act to his faid Catholic majefty, the 
power of acceding to the faid treaties, and to participate _ 
in their ftipulations at fuch time as he thall judge pro- 

per.—It being well underftood neverthelefs, that if any” 

of the ftipulations of the faid treaties are not agreeable 
to the king of Spain, his Catholic majefty may propofe 

other conditions analagous to the principal aim of the” 
alliance, and conformable to the rules of equality, reci~ 

procity and friendfhip.” This act being duly weighed,” 
it was refolved unanimoufly, “ That the fame be and 
is hereby ratified.” The next refolution was, “ That— 
this congrefs entertain the higheft fenfe of the magna- 
nimity and wifdom of his moft Chriftian majefty, fo” 
{trongly 


= 
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) desheiy exemplified in the treaty of amity and com- 1778 
| merce, and the treaty of alliance; and the commiffioners 
reprefenting thefe {tates, at the court of France, are di- 
j rected to prefent the grateful acknowledgments of this 
-congrefs to his moft Chriftian majefty, for his truly mag- 
} nanimous condudt . refpecting thefe ftates, in the faid 
generous and difinterefted treaties, and to affure his ma- 
Bjefty, on the part of this congrefs, it is fincerely wifhed 
that the friendthip fo happily commenced between Francé 
and thefe United States may be perpetual.” On the sth 
they refolved, “ That the commiffioners be inftruéted 
to inform. the court of France, that although congrefs 
have readily ratified the treaties and the a feparate and 
fecret ; yet from a fincere defire of rendering the friend- 
fhip and alliance fo happily begun, permanent and per- 
petual, and being apprehenfive that differences may 
arife from the 11th and rath articles in the treaty of 
amity and commerce, conerefs are defirous that the faid 
articles may be utterly expunged.” Mr. Lee was againtt 
admitting thefe articles, and affigned his reafons to 
Mefits. PaAitn and Deane on the 3oth of January ; 
who on the ift of February wrote to Mr. Gerard, that 
‘hey concurred in defiring that the fame might be omit- 
‘ed, notwithftanding which they were retained. You 
will not expect me to delineate the inexpreffible fatisfac- 
ion that the report of thefe treaties fpread through the 
Jnited States. The people were in raptures. The fe 
reral brigades of the army, by gen. Wathington’s orders, 
ffembled in the morning of the 6th, when their chap- 
dins communicated the intelligence, offered up a thank 
sving, and delivered a difcourfe fuitable to the occa- 
ion. They were then formed into two lines, when thira 
Vou; III, G teen 
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3773: teen cannon were difcharged; at the firing of the laft, | 
a running fire of infantry began on the right, and con- |, 
tinued through the whole front line; it was then taken 
up on the left of the fecond line, and continued to the 
sight. A fignal was given, and the whole army huz-, 
zaed, ‘ Long live the king of France.” The artillery: 
Gred as before, which was fucceeded by a fecond gene- 
ral difcharge of all the mufketry in a running fire, and | 
by a “ Long live the friendly European. powers,” The | 
military ceremony was reiterated, and. clofed with an_ | 
huzza * for the American ftates.” The remainder of i 
the day paffed away in univerfal joy and gladnefs. Every: | 
American will foon have, from the. publication of. the | 
treaties, an opportunity of learning their contents 5, mean 
while congrefs. have recommended to. all, ‘ to confider, 
the fubjects of his moft Chriftian majefty as their bre- | 
thren and allies, and to behave toward them with the] 
friendfhip and attention due. to the fubjects of a great 
prince, who. with the highe{t magnanimity and wifdom. » 
hath treated with thefe United States on terms of perfe | 
equality and mutual advantage, thereby rendering him-_ 
felf the protector of the rights. of mankind.” 105 | 

The congrefs, after receiving the treaties, had. agi 
fronger feeling of their own. importance than. before, . 
and refolved, ‘* That the commiffioners, appointed for | 
the courts of Spain, Vufcany, Vienna, and Berlin, fhould. 
ive in fuch ftile and manner. at their refpective courts as 
they may find fuitable and neceflary to fupport the digs 
nity of their public character.” They elected Ralph Izard 
efqs; commiffioner for the court of Tufcany; and Wil- 
liam Lee efq; for the courts of. Berlin and Vienna. — On 
the th they agreed to a draught of ** An addrefs to the, 

inha- 
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jJohabitants of the United States of America.” In it177% 
‘they recapitulate in a mafterly and affecting manner the | 
occurrences and ftate of the three preceding years. Their 
language is calculated to feize and lead the paffions cap- 
tive at pleafure. When they come to the French trea- 
‘ties, they fay—« You have ftill to expect one fevére 
conflict. Your foreign alliances, though they fecure 
your independence, cannot fecure your country from de- 
folation, your habitations from plunder, your wives from 
Vinfalt or violation, nor your children from butchery. 
Foiled in the principal defign, you mutt expect to feel 
the rage of difappointed ambition. Arife then! to your 
(tents | and gird you for battle. It is time to turn the 


headlong current of vengeance upon the head of the de- 
iftroyer. They have filled up the meafure of their abo- 
(minations, and like fruit muft foon drop from the tree. 
‘Although much is done, yet much remains to do. 
[Expect not peace, while any corner of America is in 
poffeffion of your foes. You muft drive them away from 
this land of promife, a land flowing indeed with milk 
ind honey. Your brethren at the extremities of the 
sontinent, already implore your friendfhip and protec« 
ion, It is your duty to grant their requett. They 
vunger and thirft after liberty. Be it yours to difpente 
o them the heavenly gift. And what is there now to_ 
revent it?” They afterward hold up to their view—the 
weets of a free commerce with every part of the earth, 
oon to reimburfe them for all the loffes they have fuf. 
ained ;—the full tide of wealth to flow in upon their 
hores; free from the arbitrary impofitions of thofe, whofe 
ntereft- and whofe’ declared policy it is to check their 
growth ;and the nourifhing and foftering of their in- 
q G 2 ‘terefts 
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gt ‘tere{ts by governments, whofe: power: will -be derived - 
from their grant; and that will therefore be obliged, by - 
the influence of cogent neceffity, to’ exert it in their fa- 


VOFr. 


that 
Yer 
merely | by your own {trength.. Nol! it is by the. affitt- 
ance of Heaven ; and this you muft affiduoufly cultivate 
by acts which Heaven approves. -‘Thus fhall the power «| 
and happineis of thefe fovereign, freeyand independent’ 
ftates, founded. on the virtue of their citizens, increafe, 
extend and endure, ‘until the Almighty fhall blot out alk 
the empires of the earth.”. That ‘this animated, but in 
{ome inftances, extravagant addrefs, might have its full 
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io. minifters of the gofpel, of all denominations,- the® | 
readit ing or. the caufing of it to be read, immediately’ | 
after divine .fervice, to the inhabitants of the Unitéd? 
States, in their refpective churches and chapels; andother 
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‘Ehey clole with“ It is te obtain thefe: things 
we call for your ftrenuous,unremitted’ exertions. 
do not believe that you have been, or can be faved; ? 


7 


ation, and to the utmoft extent, they recommended 


es of religious worfhip. A week after, they refumed 


| 


fabjeGt of making an allowance-to officers»after the 


r,.and then refolyed unanimoufly, “ 'Fhar all, mili- 
ary officers commiutlioned by conerefs, who now are. or 
hereal feer may be inthe fervice of the. United States; and 
Sha continue therein during the war, and not hold any 
office of profit under thefe ftates or any of them, fhall,> 


the conclufion of the war, be entitled to receive an-" 
or the term of feven years, if they live foloney) 
half of the prefent pay of fuch officers; provided 


a 


that no cenerak officer of the cavalry, artillery or infantry,” 
thal be entitied to receive more. than the one half part” 
the pay of a colonel of fuch cerps 3 and provided that 
this 
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this refolution fhall hot extend to any officer, unlefs he rani, 
thall have taken’ an oath of allegiance to’and fhall ac- 
tually refide within fome | one of the United States.” 
Alb later proceedings of congrefs mutt be deferred til 
attothieé Opporturiiry. 

>On April the twenty-fifth, the Maflachufetts affem- 

| ‘bly fent a letter to congrefs giving the reafons why the y 
refrained from pafling the regulating act, viz. their ap- 

; ‘prelienfions that it could not be carried into execution, 
‘and that it would bé attended with the moft fatal confe- 
quences. They have paffed an a& for ‘prelcribing and 
eftablifhing an oath vf fidelity and allegiance. Perfons 
refufing it, are to be fent off by order of council, within 
forty days after fuch. refufai, to fome port in the domi- 
nions of the king of Great Britain. 

a adhe Aeeldeacio of silage made it neceff: ary for 

It he* South. Carolinians ‘to new model ‘their temporary 
Wiorm of government. “The inhabitants, inftead of choof- 
ling delegates to meet in convention for that bufinefs, 
Jintrufted their repreientatives with it; and the eleGions 
Jin every part of the ftate were’ conduéted on the idea, 
Achat the members chofen, over and above the ordinary 

| powers of lecifiators, fhould have that of Traming a new 
Qeonftitution. Thus authorized, in January 1777; they 
*ntered upon the bufinefs. “They did not proceed to 
sive a final fanétion to their deliber ations ; but ti he model 
Whey had agreed to was printed in the form of a bill, 
pnd’ fubmitted to the examination of the people at large 
or the {pace of a year. “Such was ‘the prevailing ap- 
robation,. that when it‘came before the legiflature, te Ee 
eed affzmbly “and legiflative- council proceeded’ i 
G 3 Match 
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4778. March 1778, to give it a final fanction in the form of a 
law; and prefented i it to prefident Rutledge. for his af- 
fent. He refufed paffing it, and gave his reafons in a 
fpeech addreffed to both houfes. He urged the oath he 
had taken to prefide according to the conftitution agreed | 
to by the reprefentatives in 1776; that the bill offered 
to him annihilated one branch of the legiflature, and | 
transferred the right of electing another branch from the |} 
general affembly to the people, and that nothing ap- 


peared clearer to him than that they had not lawful power’ || 
fo to do. He obferved, that the good of the people 
being the end of government, that is the beft form 
under which they are happieft; and that they are the 
fitteft judges of what will be moft productive of their 
happinefs. He furmifed that ‘“ The people preferred a | 


+ | 


P arcunded or mixed government to a fimple demo-~— i} 


cracy; or one verging toward it, perhaps becaufe, how i 


ever unexceptionable democratic power may appear at 
the firft view, its effects have been found arbitrary, fe- i 
vere and deftructive. ‘¢ Certain itis,” faid he, “ that fyi © 
tems which, in theory have-been much admired, on | 
trial have not fucceeded; and that projects and expert, 

ments relative to government are of all fehemes the 
moft dangerous and fatal.” He concluded his addref 
with refigning the office of prefident and cornmander 
in chief into their hands, and requefting them to acs 
cept it and elect fome perfon in his ftead. A majority 
of their fufirages were in favor of the honorable Arthur 
Middleton; but he had his difficulties as to paffing the 
bill, and declined the office. The honorable Rawlins 
Lowndes was foon after elected, and on the rgth of 
March 
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“March { Sait his affent to the bill containing the new 1778: 
conttitucion * a | : 
‘Some sneeks before ie law was pafled, the Randolph 
frigate of 36 guns and 305 men, commanded by capt. 
Biddle, failed on a cruife from Charleftown. The Yar- 
| mouth of 64 guns difcovered her and five other veffels, 
/ in the evening of the 7th of March, and came up with 
her by nine o’clock at night. Capt. Vincent hailed her 
to hoitt colours, or he would fire into her, on which 
’ fhe hoifted American, and immediately gave the Yar- 
mouth her broadfide, which was returned, and in about 
> & quarter of an hour fhe blew up. Four men were faved 
“upon a piece of her wreck, and fubfifted for five days 
upon nothing more than rain water, which they fucked 
| from a piece of blanket they had picked up. On the 
fifth, the Yarmouth being in chace of a fhip, happily 
| difcovered them waving; the captain humanely fuf- 
pended the chace, hauled up to the wreck, got a boat 
| out, and brought them on board +. ‘Three days before 
this, the Alfred frigate of 20 nine pounders was taken 
by the Aviadne. and Ceres. The Americans have alfo 
| Toft the Vir; Binia frigate, | 
’ The crew of an American privateer, in the hehe of the 
“a9th of January, took the fort of New Providence, being 
| joined by a number of Americans in the place. They cen- 
tinued two days j in poffeftion of it, during which time they 
| made themfelves mafters of a thip of 16 guns, that was re- 
pairing fome damage fuftained by running ona reefefrocks, 
They likewife poe efled themfelves of five prizes that had 
i} been fent in by a letter of mprgte. Phe letter of marque 
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1778 returned, vocal to attack, and got very near xe 
privateer, when the cut her cables i failed off, having "| 
about half an hour before fent away the fhip and three » 
of the prizes, and fe t fire to the other two. 

Captain James Willing, 1 in the fervice of the United 
States, arrived with a detachment of men from fort 
Pitt at the Natches, a Britifh fettlement in Weft Flo- 
rida, on the evening of the rgth of February; and the 
next morning early fent out fundry parties, who almoft ‘| 
at one and the fame time made the inhabitants prifoners *} 
of war on their parole. The colours of the United 
States being hoifted, and the country taken poffeffion 
of in their name, the inhabitants fearing the confifcation 
of their property, waited on capt. Willing to propofe 
terms of accommodation, to which he readily agreed. 
They are not to take arms againft the United States, 

’ or to affift their enemies; but are to obferve a ftrict.neu- 
trality. During fuch neutrality, their perfons, flaves, 
and other property, of what kind foever, are to remain 
fafe and unmolefted ; but the property of all public of- | 
ficers of the Britith crown iS excepted, as alfo the pro- 
perty of all Britifh, who are not refidents in the diftrict. 
The agreement was figned by the delegates from the 
people and their affociates, on the one part ; and by the 
captain on the other, the 21ftof F ebruary. 

Since the earlieft return of fpring, a fuccefion of de- 
tachments from gen. Howe’s s army have range Es the coun- 
try for many miles round Philadelphia and in the Jer- 
feys, ‘chiefly to open the communication for bringing — 
in fupplies, and to “colleat forage. They have bead 

pretty fuccefsful. “But col. Hand, in anfwer to col. 

‘Mawhood, char rged his troops not only with denying 


Quarter, 
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quarter, but butchering the Americans who furrendered 1775+ 
prifoners, and bayonetting, on the a1ft of March, in the 
mioft cruel manner, in cold blood, men who were taken 
by furprife, when they neither could nor did attempt to _ 
make any refiftance, and fome of whom were not fight- 
| ing men. ‘The fuccefsful furprife of a party of Ame- 

ricans, confifting of fome hundreds, pofted about feven-= 
teen miles from | the city, took place on the 4th of May. 
] On the 7th, the fecond battalion of Britith light infantry, 
Bere flat boats, attended by three gallies and other armed 
boats, proceeded up the Delaware, in order to deftroy 
all the American fhips and veffels lying in the river 
between Philadelphia and Trenton. They landed the 
/ next morning 5 advanced toward Bordentown; drove 
} the Americans that oppofed them ; entered the town,. | 
and burnt four fore- houfes, containing provifions, tO— 
bacco, fome military ftores and camp equipage. The 
country being alarmed, and a ftrong body collected, the 
battalion croffed to the Pennfylvania fhore. . The next: 
: day they refumed their operations, and at fun-fet embark- 
ed and returned to Philadelphia. While upon the ex- 
pedition, they burnt two frigates, one of 32 ouns, the. 
other of 28,—nine large fhips—three privateer floops. 
of 16 guns each—three of 10—twenty-three brigs, with. 
-a number of floops and fchooners.. Two of the fhips: 
were loaded with tobacco, rum and military ftores. 
‘Thus ends, moft probably, the hiftory of gen. Howe’ si 
fucceffes in North America ; for Sir Henry Clinton ar- 
rived at Philadelphia « on the 8th of May, to fucceed the 
former, who will foon return to Great Britain. 

The Britith officers,’ to exprefs their efleem for Sir 
| aes Howe, prepared a magnificent enter tainment, 
We Aes with 
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1778. with which to grace his departure for Great Britain. It 
confifted of a variety of parts, on land and water; was 


be called the Mifchianza; and was given on Monday the 
13, 18th of May. It was indeed magnificent, began at four | 


in the afternoon, and concluded at four the next morn-_ | 
ing. There was a grand and beautiful exhibition of fre — 
works; toward the -conclufion of which, a triumphal 
arch appeared glorioufly illuminated, with Fame blow- 
ing from her trumpet in letters of light—“ Thy laurels 
fhall never fade.” “This prediction would be more likely — 
to receive a fulfilment, had the military atchievements | 
of the general been more anfwerable to the force hé has 
commanded againft the Americans. The American 
officers planned a different entertainment fer him; which |} 
had proved fatal to themielves, but for the overfight of 7 
one Britifh general. oases 
The marquis de la Fayette, with a fele& corps of || 
about 2500 men, rank and file, croffed the Schuylkill, 7 
and proceeded to take pott at Barron-hill, about twelve 
miles in front of the army at Valley-forge. He planted | 
his piquets and videttes, and fent out patroles on all the 
roads by which it was probable the enémy would ap- ; 
proach him. About two miles om his left was White- | 
marth, where a number of roads form a junction. “The 
marquis intrufted the guard of thefe roads to fome mi- 
litia, whom he ordered there, but who never went. (“A | 
quaker inferring from the marquis’s dire@ing him to 
provide lodgings for the night, that he\ intended’ ré- 
maining there, fent information of it to the enemy; who 
by their {pies having obtained intellicencé of the mar- 
quis’s fituation, formed an inftantaneous defign of fur- 
prifing him. For that purpofe, on. the night of May — 

3 the 
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| the 19th, gen. Grant marched out of Philadelphia with 1778. 
- fall 7000 men, and a number of cannon. By taking 
the Franckfort road, and crofling the country through 
the old York road and White-marfh, the next morning 
he entered the road on which the marquis was, about 
two miles uv his rear, at Plymouth meeting-houfe. From 
this place to Matfon’s-fard on the Schuylkill is about 


from Barron-hill church. Other troops were advancing 
to take the marquis in front, and co-operate with gen. 
Grant; who inftead of haftening to and fecuring the 
ford, marched down toward the marquis on the main 
road, by which mean the latter gained intelligence of 
the other’s being in his rear. The marquis happily by 
an inftant decifion retreated by the road leading from 
Barron-hill church to Matfon’s-ford, and had nearly ef- 
fected his retreat over the Schuylkill before the enemy 
were fenfible of their error, They then doubled their 
‘pace to come up with his rear; but his retreat was fo 
| handfome and timely, that the troops were all croffed 
and formed before they could come near the ford in 
| force. His whole lofs was no more than nine men. The 
American army had early information of the marquis’s 
danger, and were in great anxiety about him. They 
began firing fome of their heavieft artillery, hoping 
that the wind being fair, the found would be conveyed 
- to the enemy in fuch a manner as to excite miftaken 
apprehenfions; which they think was the cafe, as the 
enemy after the marquis had croffed, made a precipi- 
tate march back to Philadelphia, feemingly under an 
 apprehenfion that they fhould be purfued and attacked 
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1778. by the whole army. Had gen. Grant marched down ° 
at once to Matfon’s-ford, and-fecured it, the marquis. 
with his fele&t corps, muft have furrendered or been cut 
to pieces. Their: lofs would have obliged the reft of | | 
the American army to’ have made an ‘hafty flight, ‘in a 
moft diftreffing fituation, the chief of them being with. 


out fhoes and ftockings, and otherwife badly provided, 


The orderly manner in-which. the Americans retreated, | 
and which contributed much to’their efcaping, is to be ~ | 
afcribed to the improvements made in their difcipline, » 
owing greatly to the baron de Steuben,*the infpector 


general, 
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Kotterdam, Fune 20, 1778. 
FRIEND GoRpon, . 
j é OU will not be furprifed at feeing from whence. 
this is dated; nor be at alofs: to account for my’ 


removal. he prefent refidence will be more favorable: 
to general intelligence than Great Britain, as itaffords’ 


an opportunity of vifiting and hearing from Paris with2!* 


out danger. My laft year’s ‘letter clofed with the ac-* 
count of capt. Cunninglam’s. having taken the “packet? 


+777. for Holland, in the beginning of May i797) UDRe capes 
 tain.and:his crew were scommitted:to prifon for. fomes, © 
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} irregularities; and to fave appearances were continued 1777 
_ there 'for “a fhort time by ‘the French ; “but were fpeedily 
releafed from their mock confinement, and permitted 
to purchafe and fit out a much ftronger vellel, avow- 
edly to‘ infeft the Britith commerce. . Mr. Hodge, whom 
you know, was committed alfo to the Baftile, at the re- 
-queft of lord Stormont, for having atted publicly as 
-Cunningham’s agent, in fitting out the privateer thas 
took the Prince of Orange packet. » While in the Baf- 
tile he was treated with the utmoft politenefs and civi- 
lity ; and entertained in the moft elegant manner. But 
the. American commiffioners being ‘diffatisfied with his 
confinement, and exprefling steered in {trong terms 

7 upon the fubje&t, he was releafed, that the harmony be- 
‘tween the French and Americans might not fuffer an 

| interruption. 

_ + Upon fome reports faadine to difcourage the French 
commerce: with the Americans, Mr. de Sartine, mint- 
{ter of the marine, affured the feveral chambers of com- 
merce bya public inftrument, figned the ath of July July 
1777, and in direct contravention to all the Britifh na- * 
vigation’ laws, that the king was determined to afford: 
the fulleft protection to their commerce, and would te 
claim all thips taken under that pretext. Still the po-| 
icy of Verfailles prevented France’s being hurried into 

a rupture. She determined to rifk no decifive ftep, till La | 
the iffue of the "American campaign was known, here’, ee 
failors were returned’ from the Newfoundland fithery, 
andvher naval. equipments were completed. Therefore 
when the Britifh miniftry made heavy complaints, at 
tended with menaces, on account of the many prizes 
carried into the French ports ee the American priva- 

1, dane teers, 
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1777+ teers, and. there difpofed: of, as alfo of the countenance | 
and protection given to the faid privateers, fhe granted: 
lord Stormont an order for all of them to depart immeé-: 
diately. : 
The news of gen. Burgoyne’s fuccefs at Tyconde-. 
roga. and advance toward Albany, excited the greateft: 


triumph on the fide of adminiftration. The promifing: 
profpect of the northern expedition’s anfwering fally the’ 
wifhes of miniftry, enabled them to prefs France harder 
than ever; and dictated to the latter greater pliablenefs« 
and complaifance. Exprefs orders were fent to Nantz, | 
and all the other parts of the kingdom, forbidding the) | 
admittance of any American privateers, unlefs they en- ) 
tered in order to refit, or were driven in by ftrefs of; 
weather or want of provifions, and in either of thefe 

cafes they were to be gone as foon as poffible. ‘ Not- 

withftanding all this parade, privateers come in, tarry 
and take military ftores; and their prizes are publicly 

fold, but as formerly practifed after fimilar complaints,- 
at the mouth of the harbour to people who go off in” 
boats to buy therm; and are then brought in and uns) | 
loaded. Lord Stormont hears of it, flies to court; com-" 
plains and threatens afrefh: the court ftorms at andi: 
threatens its officers; the officers make their excufes; > 

and the affair is {oon hufhed up, or terminates in a tedi- ! 


ous controverfy, by which the wifhed-for time is gained.” 
Before the fubject of fhipping is dropped, let it be noted’ — 
that the king’s cruifers have taken feveral American vef= > 
fels and privateers, and: retaken fome of their prizes; 
and willbe likely foon to check the progrefs of Ame-' 
rican’ fuccefsin nayal operations on the European coats, © 
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» By the beginning of November, advices were received !777* 
of the Bennington action, the failure of St. Leger’s ex- 

: pedition againtt Fort Stanwix, and Burgoyne’s firft en- 
'gagement. Thefe advices overthrew, in a great mea- 
_fure, the fanguine expeCations that had. been formed of 
| {peedily reducing the colonies; and were a.bad prelude 
to the meeting of parliament, which took place the 2oth Nov. 
cfaNianember, ‘The royal fpeech was in the ufual tone, oe 
but mentioned an augmentation of, the naval force, con- 
fidering that the armaments in the ports of France and 
Spain continued. It concluded with a refolution of pur-- 
fuing the meafures in which adminiftration was engaced, 
| When. the -addrefs of the commons was before the 
houfe, the marquis of Granby propofed an amendment, 
-and. that his majefty fhould be requefted to adopt mea- 
fures for accommodating the differences with America, 
} and that a ceffation of hoftilities fhould be recommend- 
: ed. It was ftrenuoufly fupported by the oppofition on 
| the following grounds, that three years. war, at. an ines 
} menfe expences; with 55,000 land. forces, and 100 fhips 
} of war, had only. left the nation in nearly the fame fitua- 
| tion as when it began. ‘They had loft Bofton, and had 
gained New York: and every hope of obtaining a re-. 
venue from America had been long over. ‘The country 
gentlemen. were unufuaily blank: they. faw not only an 
| end to all their expectations of an American. revenue ; 
but found themfelves faddled, with the burden of a war, 
| infinitely more ruinous than any other in which the: na- 
tign had. ever been involved. Some of the minifterial 
party however, threw out hints for their confolation, that. 
America when fubdued would be taxed, Mr, Hartley 
‘mentioned 1 in the debate, that there was one ray of hope 
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1747. left to the Britifh, if they had wifdom to feize the op- 
portunity-of opening a treaty with the Americans, while 
thefe were difcontented with the cool and dilatory pro- 
ceedings of the court of France. After all that could 
be advanced by oppofition, the amendment was rejected 
by a majority of 243 againft 86. The earl of Chatham 
moved for an amendment in the houfe of lords. He 
was for bringing about an accommodation with the 


Americans by a treaty, and refted the ftrefs of his argu- | 
ment upon this point, that the houfe of Bourbon was 
upon the eve of breaking with us, His motion was re- 
yected by 97 to 28. 

When the news of the Saratoga convention reached 
France, and was communicated to the court of Verfailles 
by the American commiffioners, the latter were almoft 


inftantly received and publicly treated in that charaéter. 
The capture of Burgoyne’s army convinced the French, 
that the American oppofition to Great Britain, was not 


wing to a faction, a few leading men that had gotten 
into power, but that the body of the people muft be en- 
gaged, and that they were numerous, or that they could. 
not have made fuch an effort as not only to have ftopped — 
a conquering army, but to have captivated it. It was ° 
therefore determined by a majority of thé French court, 
to take the Americans by the hand, and to acknowledge 
their independence. ‘They knew that Great. Britain 
could not fubdue, though they might diftrefs France ; 
and that if the United States would perfevere, thefe muft 
at leneth eftablifh their independence in conneétion with 
France, though they might be reduced to greater difi- 
culties than they had already felt. ‘The marquis de la 
Fayette’s correfpondence with his family and friends, un- 

| doubtedly 
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oubtedly proved influential in procuring the determina- 17776: 
tion. His letters were eagerly fought after; and coun- 
teragted thofe prejudices that were raifed by feveral . 
F ‘renchmen, who returned from America in difouft. His. 
fentiments were imbibed from their being frequently 
confirmed by events. The American caufe being now 
popular in his native country, and the French court 
taving adopted it, they cannot longer refent the early | 
bart he took in it, notwithftanding the offence given at 

he moment by his difobedience and departure. 

Such is the prefent {tate of the conteft between Great 
Britain and the Americans, that it will more than ever 
uffice to give you a few occafional hints upon the par- 
iamentary debates refpecting it. In one that took place ) 

pn the 2d of December, a federal commercial union ; 
yas talked of by fome, as the only hope left with regard 

}> America; but reprobated by miniftry. Mr. Fox 
Jnoved for laying, certain papers before the commons: 
While the matter was debating, intelligence was received, 
hat a fimilar motion had been complied with in the 
Joufe of lords, by the lords in adminiftration agreeing 
it; and yet fuch was the influence of the miniftry in 
pe houfe of commons, that Mr. Fox’s motion Was, in 

} manner which in other feafons would have been deemed _ 
I credible, rejected upon a divifion of 178 to 8 9. 

| The fucceeding day was marked by the difclofure of Dee. 
lle melancholy cataftrophe of Burgoyne’s expedition—. : 
Wdifclofure, which excited no lefs grief and aftonifhment. 
1 both houfes, than difmay on the fide of the munifters,. 
ho, were bitterly reproached upon the occafion. The, 
}finefs relating to the pecuniary fupplies being finithed,. 
fd little fhort of nine millions voted for the fervice of 
} Vou. II, H > | the 
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a7. the enfuing year, by the roth of December, an adjourn 
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ment to the 20th of January, was that day moved for 
on the fide of miniftry, and after confiderable debates | 
carried 3 in both houfes. 

Two days after, the American commiffioners at Paris, 
finding all attempts to eftablifh a cartel with lord Stor- 
mont ineffectual, tranfmitted a letter to lord . North, | 
couched in ftreng terms of complaint, on the: fubject of | 
the rigorous treatment exercifed toward the American | 
prifoners. It contained a particular charge, which has | 
‘not been dann | refuted, that a number of them were | 
in a ftate of bondage, on the coafts of Africa and in| | 
the Eaft Indies, being compelled to fubmit to that con- | 
dition, under the menaces of an immediate are 1 ignds | 


minious death. 7, 

On the 16th, Mr. Gerard delivered to hp American | 
commoners the preliminaries of a treaty between | 
France and America. The fame conveyance that brought | 
an account of the Saratoga convention to the commif- 
fioners, and the letter to Dr. Fothergill, brought alfo.a: 
letter from the Rev. Dr. Cooper of Bofton to Dr. Franke: 
lin, in which was mentioned the pinion given in the 
one to Dr. Fothergill : before th’s laft was fent to Eng 
land, care was taken to open and procure a copy of it 
for the commiffioners. Dr. Cooper’s letter was long 
and full, contained much information, and urged that 
France fhould ftep forward at once in the caufe of Ame- 
rica, or that her opportunity of gaining a connection 
with the United States might be loft. Dr. Franklin 
communicated it to the French minifter, on whom it 
had a. good effect. A number of circumftances, not 
publicly known, came at the fame time to the knows 
ledge 
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ledge of the doctor: they were well adapted to quicken 1777+ 
the court of France, and he improved them to the pur- 
pofe of fhowing the importance and neceflity of her, 
taking an open and decifive part. The miniftry how- 
ever, were for keeping that part private when taken, as 
long as convenient to their own nation, and fubfervient 

to the general good of both countries. 

December the 24th, there was a meeting of merchants 243 
pt the King’s Arms tavern. in Cornhill, for the purpofe 

of raifing a fum of money to relieve the diftrefS of the 
American prifoners. A petition from feveral of thefe 

tt Portfmouth prifon, fent, the 1ft of the month, to 
ertain lords and others, was read. The petition fets 
jorth, that admiralty- was petitioned the laft year in be- 
half of certain fick prifoners, and the petition difre- 


t 


garded ;—-that they were about one hundred and forty, 
a want of warm clothing as well as of almoft every 
omfort, many without thoes and ftockings ;—that they 
vere under a man, as overfeer, void of all humanity, 
vho detains every charitable fupply fent by humane 
eighbours, denies them the common fupplies of milk, 
nd allows them neither candle nor fire in that cold 
zafon ;—that their whole allowance is only eight ounces 
f meat each man per day, including the bone, and 
eer that is very {mall indeed ;and that captains and 
ther officers are penned up altogether like cattle, with 
ae common failors, and with their own fervants. Lord. 
.binedon had taken up the matter in the houfe of peers, | 
nd moved for accounts relative to their treatment. N Oo 
elief however was obtained by his effort in parliament; 
le merchants therefore engaged in the bufinefs, and by 
ccuaie ig, Dae othe 


Ico 


1777. the 2gth, fourteen hundred and eighty-fix pounds fie | 


z é 
Jan. 
3 


5580 On-Saturday, January the 3d, five gentlemen attended | 


prifoners might have the benefit of a fire in the approach | 
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fhillings and fix-pence was fubfcribed. 


on the lords of the admiralty, who exprefied their ap- | 
probation of the humane motives of the fubferibersy | 
and promifed official countenance to the application of | 
the money, and to lay the committee under no other 

reftraints than what were neceflary for the good order | 
and fafe cuftody of the prifoners. Lord Sandwich, at | 
the time, in the handfomeft manner, dire€ted the com-| 
miffioners of fick and hurt to give immediate orders to | 
the furveyor to erect a temporary building, where the | 


ing inclement feafon. 

The committee advertifed, that the town fubfcrip= 
tions, (independent of the country) amounting to up- 
ward of three thoufand feven hundred pounds, being. 
fully adequate for the prefent to the end propofed, the 


fubfcription was therefore clofed. Subferiptions had 
been opened at Briftol, Nottingham, in Yorkthire and 
other places. The whole fum by February the r7thd) 
amounted to four thoufand fix hundred and forty-feven | 
pounds fifteen fhillings, including what had been fent 
from the country. | 4 

During the recefs of parliament, mheafures were pur 
fued by the miniftry and their friends for obtaining 4 
body of new troops by 2 voluntary fupply frem the peos 
ple. The towns of Manchefter and Liverpoole. were 


“Jeaders in this bufinefs; engaged in it with the greateft 


fervor; and immediately fent to court an offer to raife 
ach a regiment of 1000 men. In other places, public 
feetings of towns, counties and great corporate bodies, 

were 


ee 
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were encouraged, at which refolutions were propofed for 1778 
the general levying of men for the fervice. Much arti- 
} fice was practifed to draw the city of London into the 
| like meafure; and the minifterial party, with the chief 
|) magiftrate at their head (who might have received in- 
| truction and encouragement from his fuperiors) expected 
‘to have effected it; but to their aftonifhment found 
themfelves detérted by the greater part of thofe who had 
hitherto regularly obeyed all their mandates refpecting 
elections to city offices-——Such was the effect of the ori- 
| ginal ayerfion to the American war, and fuch the difeutt 
toward minifiry on the late unfavorable events. . But the 
chief magiftrate would not defiit: he fuddenly called a 
i} court on this bufineS; when they met it was foftened 
‘down to a propofal for the city to give a bounty for the 
jraifing of men for the land and fea fervice. Warm de- 
P bates enfued, and the motion was thrown out by a very 
‘great majority of the common council, Then followed 
a refolution condemning in ftreng terms, the giving of 
any countenance to, or being in any manner inftrumen- 
tal in the further continuance of the prefent ruinous 
and deftructive war. The difappointed perfons however 
opened a fubfcription, ‘to fupport the authority of 
Great Britain over her rebellious colonies in America ;” 
the ftile proving offenfive, it was changed for the fup- 
port of king and government : as they were monied 
men and liberal, 20,0001. was foon fubfcribed., 

A fimilar attempt was made in Briftel, and the event 
eA fimilar, Buta number of names. to large fums of 
money appeared i in a private fubfcription, which: rivalled 
ia-the amount that at London. Neither of thefe fub- 
a iptions avg been found: to produce any :great. effect, 
bi , EH 3 oe os oe 
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8. The minifterial meafure fucceeded no better in the coun~ 
ties.’ A ftrong government intereft was foiled in Nor- 
folk ; and the attempt produced a petition of uncom- 
mon force and energy from the freeholders of the county | 
to parliament againft the American war. x 
The meafure of raifing new regiments was adopted | 
in Scotland with the greateft avidity. The cities of 
tdinburgh and Glafgow, raifed a regiment of 1000 
men each; and were indulged like Manchefter and Li- 
verpocle, with the nomination of officers. Several in- | 
dividuals undertook and performed the raifing of regi- | 
ments in the Highlands. The conditions were gene- | 
ae the fame, and very advantageous to both the raifers } 
and officers. Several independent companies, amount- 
me O Bot a regiment in point of number, were raifed | 
in Wales; but the battalions, except thofe of Manchef- | 
ter and Liverpoole, were all formed in Scotland. | 
When the meafures of raifing men and money came | 
to be debated, a great law lord pronounced the meafure 
of raifing troops, without the confent and during ‘the | 


fitting of ‘parliament, to be abfolutely illegal, unconiti- ' 
‘tutional, and a high violation of the fundamental privi- f 
leges of parliament; and declared that the committees 
at the London Tavern and at Briftol, who conducted © 
the fubfcriptions in thefe cities, had acted a daringly il- { 
Jegal and truly alarming part, having affumed a legifla- 
tive power, and aéted in that capacity, in which, ace 
cording to the fpirit of the conftitution, and the expre{s | 
meaning of the bill of rights, parliament. only were “7 


Ry J 


powered to act. 

The queftion of benevolences and free gifts did not 
undergo lefs difcuffion, nor their being brought into 
, prace 
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practice incur lefs cenfure, than the doétrine of raifing 177% 
| forces without the participation of parliament. They 
} were declared to have been illegal at all times, and in 
| all the ftages of the conftitution. It was obferved, that 
the prefent meafure overthrew the only colourable argu- 
} ment ever brought to juftify the conduct of parliament 
in endeavouring to tax the colonies. It had been held 
out, “ That if the colonies, now that they are grown 
powerful and opulent, fhould give free grants to the 
crown, as they have hitherto cuftomarily done upon re- 
quifition, the crown may become independent on par- 
liament. for fupplies.”2. This, it was faid, became the 
-conftant cry of minifters to amufe and deceive the peo- 
ple, and the cloak to hide their wortt defigns. 
On the 6th of February, the treaties between France Feb, 
and the United States were fiened. ‘The alliance be- © 
| tween thefe two powers had not been concluded much 
more than eight and forty hours before it was notin by 
the Britifh sas cals 
Mr. Fox, in a debate five days after, made it appear 1;,’ 
from different calculations, that the number of men loft 
to the army, in killed, difabled, deferted; and from va~ 
rious other caufes, fince the commencement of hoftili- 
ties, amounted to about twenty thoufand, 
The duke of Richmond in a committee of the houfe 
of lords ftated, about the fame time, the following facts 
That fince the commencement of | hoftilities, the 
number of veffels belonging to Great Britain and Ireland, 
taken by American fhips of war and privateers, amount- | 
ed to feven hundred and thirty-three ; forty-feven of 
which had been releafed, -and one hundred and twenty~ 
denen: retaken ;—That the Jofs of the remaining five 
‘> pee | e huns- 


YO4 


“og, hundred and fifty-nine appeared from the examination } 


dé 


-nually:—-and That ‘the number of American ‘fhips of 


~ Sandwich, on the other fide, ftated the number of Ame-_ : 


‘four, meio he eftimated at two thoufand pounds each, | 
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» | 


of merchants to have been worth at leaft two millions 
and fix hundred thoufand pounds :—That of two hun-' | 
dred fhips employed every year in the African trade, 


‘before the prefent troubles, whofe value upon an ave- } 
rage was nine thoufand pounds each, only forty remained 
in that branch of trade, which was therefore diminifhed | 


one million four hundred and forty thoufand pounds an- } 


war and privateers, amounted to one hundred and fet 
venty-three, carrying two thoufand five hundred and 
fifty-fix guns, and about fourteen thoufand feamen. Lord | 


rican prizes that had been taken at nine hundred and | 


1 


+ i 


e 
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making altogether one millon eight hundred and eight — 
thoufand pounds; to which he added the value of the 
fitheries, from which the Americans were excluded, and » 
then fixed the damage they had fuftained at two millions 
two hundred thoufand pounds. Upon another occafion 
the duke ftated the extraordinary war-expences of each 
of the four laft years feparately; and the whole bei 
afcertained, as near as could be poffibly done for the | 
prefent, amounted to the grofs fum of twenty-three mil- | 
lions eight hundred ninety-four ‘thoufand feven hundred | 
and ninety-two pounds. ». He fhowed alfo that was a 


pacification to take place, no lefs than nine millions more 


- would be requifite to bring all matters relating: to ae | 


war to a final fettlement. | 
Lord North introduced his conciliatory propofitions. | 

His plan was to enable the crown to appoint commil- 

fioners to treat’ with the colonies concerning the means — 
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‘of putting an end to the prefent conteft between them 1478, 
‘and Great Britain. Five perfons were to be invefted 
with ample powers; and authorized to treat with con- 
‘refs as a lawful affembly, reprefenting America—with 
any of the provincial affemblies—and with any. indivi- 
‘duals. ‘They were to be empowered to order a fufpen- 
-fion of arms; to fufpend the operation of laws; and to 
‘grant pardons, immunities and rewards. The title. of 
Independent States might be allowed till the treaty had 
«been ratified by the king and parliament. ‘The com- 
-miffioners were to negotiate, upon a re-union of the em- 
pire, for a reafonable contribution to its common exi- 
gencies ; but this demand was not to be infifted on, and 
to be given up rather than not terminate the quarrel. 
‘His lordfhip faid in his fpeech, that Sir W. Howe had 
-been, in the late ations and in the whole courfe of the 
| }eampaign, not only in the goodnefs of troops, and in 
_ all: manner of fupplies, but alfo in point of numbers, 
‘much fuperior to the American army which oppofed him 
‘in the field: that gen. Burgoyne had been in numbers, 
) -untilsthe affair at Bennington, near twice as ftrong as 
the army of the enemy: that he promifed a great army — 
fhould be fent out; and that a great army had accord- 
ingly been fent out, to the amount of 60,000 men and 
upward. The {fpeech was long, able and eloquent, and 
kept him up two full har Aedull melancholy filence 
for fome time fucceeded. It was heard with profound 
attention ; but without a fingle mark of approbation, | 
' Aftonifhment, dejection and fear, over clouded the whole 
_affembly.. It was conjectured, that fome powerful mo- 
-tive had induced miniftry to adopt fuch an alteration’ of 
apreatiecs. abe idea was sponTmeS by the pofitive af. 


-fertion 


roo 


1778 fertion of Mr. Fox, that a treaty had been figned at. 
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Paris, between the colonies and France, by whicly the 
recognifed their independence. Some of the country 
gentlemen being piqued at lord North’s having faid, 
that “ they had not been mifled or deceived,” rofe with 
great warmth, and afferted with indignation, that they 
had been grofsly deceived and mifled by the uniform 


language of government for three years paft. In gene- 


ral the party declared, that as the point of taxation, 
which could be the only rational ground of the war, was 
now given up, peace fhould be procured by any mean, 
and in the fpeedieft. manner.” 

Fis lordfhip fhould have early attended to the hints 
contained in the letter to Dr. Fothergill, which the doc- 
tor got tranfcribed and fent him, but the minifter thought 


the doctor’s correfpondent too fanguine. ‘The intima- ’ 


tion that a foreign power might interfere, fhould have 
produced a determination to treat immediately—a mef- 


fage to the American commiffioners afluring them of it 


--and the introduction, if poffible the paffing of the 
conciliatory bills, before the delivery of the prelimina- 


ries to the commiffioners on the 16th of December: 


whereas they were not paffed till the 2d of Mar ch, 


¥ || 


] 


i 
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The day before the conciliatory propofitions were in~ a 


troduced, a particular incident happened in the houfe of | | 
lords. After the Saratoga convention, gen, Gates wrote ~ 


avery pathetic and interefting letter to the earl of Tha- 
net, with whom he had formerly lived upon a footing 


of great intimacy. It related chiefly to the fituation of 


affairs between Great Britain and America. He la- 
mented the misfortunes that had befallen his native coun- 
try, and the danger to which it was expofed;\ and then 


as fated 
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- tated the 1 neceflity of {peedily applying the only remedy 778+ 
- remaining, for the cure of the many evils that afflicted 
or threatened Great Britain. This remedy he declared 
to be an acknowledgement of American independence, 
_ which he faid the United States never would part with. 
_ © A wife minifter,” he added, “ by refcinding the re- 
folutions paffed to fupport that fyftem which no power 
on earth can eftablifh, will endeavour to preferve fo 
much of the empire in profperity and honor, as the cir- 
cumftances of the times, and the mal-adminiftration of 
thofe who ruled before him, have left to his govern- 
ment. The United States of America are willing to 
be the friends, but never will fubmit to be the flaves of 
the parent country. They are by confanguinity, by Jan- 
suage, and by the affection which naturally {prings from 
thefe, more attached to England than to any other coun- 
| ty under the fun. Therefore fpurn not the bleffing 
| which yet remains; inftantly withdraw your fleets and 
"armies; cultivate the commerce and friendfhip of Ame- 
rica. Thus, and thus only, can England hope to be 
i great and happy. Seek that in a commercial alliance; 
feck it ere it be too late; for there only you muft expect 
to find it.’ The earl of Thanet produced this letter 
in the houfe; and after fome controverfy it was read; __ 
and the duke of Richmond moved that it fhould lie 
upon the table. The motion was rejected after a warm 
debate, to the concern of feveral, who flattered them- 
 felves that the letter might have afforded an opening to 
a favorable accommodation, 

The French ambaflador delivered a refcript to lord 
| Weymouth, in which he informed the court of London, 
"that the king had figned a treaty of friendfhip and com- 
ioe 3 merce 
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778 merce with the United States of America. The know- 
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ledge of this tranfaction was communicated under the 
parade of cultivating the good underftanding fubfifing 
between France and Great Britain; and was accompa- 


nied with a declaration, that the contraéting parties have 


paid great attention not to ftipulate any exclufive ad- 
vantages in favor of France ; and that.the United States 
have referved the liberty of treating with every nation | 
whatever, upon the fame footing of equality and reci- 
procity. The refcript concludes with an intimation, 
that the French king being determined to protect effec- 
tually the lawful commerce of his fubjects, and to main- 
tain the dignity of his fag had, in confequence, taken 
eventual meafures for thefe purpofes, in concert with 


the United States of America. No fooner was the ac- | 
count conveyed to the French court, of the immediate 7 

effects’ which the delivery of the refcript feemed to have 7 
odadel in London, than orders were iffued for the 1 


feizure of all the Britith veflels in any of the French © 


ports. The example was followed by a fimular order i in | 


Great Britain. But there were few {hips .in the ports 


of either. The French are ftill for preferving certain © 


appearances, and ther efore the king’s ordinance, afford 


‘ing new and extraordinary advantages to the captors of 
prizes, although figned on the 28th of March, is kept 


dormant, without publication or effect, . 
The receptian of this refcript was notified by the mi- 


-nifter to the houfe of commons on the 17th, . The no-=— 


tice was accompanied with a meffage fram the king, 


intimating that he fhould be under the neceffity of re- 


fenting fo unprovoked and fo unjuft an agereffion on the 
honor of his crown and the eflential interefts of his king- 
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dom, and exprefiing his firm on iltice on the zealous ;4+3, 
and affeCtionate fupport of his faithful people. An ad- 
drefs was moved for in anfwer to it, to afflure the king 
of the readinefs of his people to fland by him in affert- 
ing the dignity of his crown, and the honor of the na- 
tion, and to fubmit with cheerfulnefs and fpirit to the 
expences that would be requifite for this neceflary pur- 
pofe; and was carried after a long debate. In the houfe 
of lords; the debates upon the like occafion were at- 
tended with an acrimony of language, and a freedom of 
thought, that feemed to {corn all reftraint. In the courfe 
of them it was faid in fubftance—“ The treatment we 
have received from France is mortifying ; but if we are 
wife, we fhall fupprefs our refentment at the prefent 
hour, and referve it for a more convenient opportunity. 
In the continual viciffitude of political events on the 
‘continent of Europe, we need not wait long for a fa- 
vorable occafion of returning the blow given us by France 
in the prefent inftance. Nor let us forget, that we have 
ourfelves, on former occafions, aéted a part fimilar to 
that of which we now fo grievoutly complain. When 
the Seven United Provinces of the Netherlands threw 
off the yoke of Spain, England befriended them in the 
fame manner France does now the United States of 
America, When France was torn by civil diffenfions, 
‘we made it our bufinefs to interfere, and to efpoufe the 
caufe of one of the parties. ‘The frequency of the prac- 
tice has rendered it a common rule of European po- 
- itics. Every nation is watchful of what pafles among 
its neighbours; to the well known intent of profiting by ~~ 
their divifions. It was by a ftri&t and conftant obfervance 
‘of this maxim, that fome of the greateft princes and » 
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1778 minifters had made fo fplendid a figure. Queen Eliza. 


beth in England, and cardinal Richliew in France, had 
ruled with fo much profperity, and rifen to fuch fame, 
by never lofing fight of it. ‘The fafeft way of revens- 
ing ourfelves, will be by following their example.” The 
queftion for an addrefs was carried by a ree ae of nearly 
three to one. 

A public audience and reception was given to the 
American commiffioners, Mefirs. Franklin, Deane and 
Lee, by the French monarch. They were introduced 
by Monf. Vergennes, and received by the king with the 
ufual formalities and ceremonials, ‘This {triking ac- 
knowledgment of the plenipotentiaries from the United 


States, muft have mortified the miniftry and crown of 


Great Britain; and may be pronounced the political 


‘phenomenon of Europe. The day before it was exhi-- 
bited, the French ambaffador, in confequence of Orders? 


to quit London, fet out for Paris. 
An inguiry into the ftate of the nation had been pro~ 
pofed fome time back, and continued with unabated af» 


to that intricate and | ee ‘ole by one of the 
moft refolute and animated fpeeches ever pronounced 


in that affembly. He moved for an addrefs to the king, 


in which a reprefentation of the ftate of his dominions 


was given, and the conduct of the minifters feverely 


cenfured, and his majefty urged to put an end to that 
fyfem, which had prevailed in his court and admini- 
ftration, He infifted upon it, as he had repeatedly done 

| on 


a 


i 


~ fiduity in both houfess In the houfe of peers, the duke m: | 
of Richmond, its principal conductor, brought all mats } 
ters relating to it into a clear and perfpicuous arrange~ | 
Apri ment. “He at length, on the 7th of April, put an end | 
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! ‘on former occafions, that the only meafure of fafety was 1778 
to recall the Britith forces from the colonies, and to 
1 conclude an accommodation with them upon the moft 
advantageous terms that could be obtained. He would 
| even agree to their independence. Oppofition was not 
however unanimous. The earl of Chatham refifted it 
‘with a ftrength of determination, and a vehemence of 
{peech, that were peculiar. The earl of Shelburne em- 
braced fimilar fentiments. They jointly protefted againft 
any meafure that tended to the difmemberment of the 
empire, and to the acknowledgement of American inde- 
| pendence. The latter emphatically ftiled ithe “ fetting 
| for ever of the Britifh fun.” All dangers and all trials | 
| were to be encountered fooner than to fubmit to fuch a 
difmemberment. Great Britain was in pofleffion of 
ample refources to prevent fuch a difafter. The num- 
bers and fpirit of her people, their riches and their ftrength 
y were greater than her foes fufpected, and even than the 
ig herfelf « could well afcertain till they had been juftly tried. 
‘During the debate of the day, the earl of Chatham, : 
while ee in his eager fpeecly againf{ the acknow- | E 
ledement of American Bile pendence, was feized with > 
_ that fainting which was the prelude to his death on the 
_ eleventh of May, in the feventieth year of his age. He 
_ has left behind him the charaéter of one of the greateft 
_ orators and ftatefmen, that this or any other country has 
_ ever produced : with the fineft opportunities in his hands 
of acquiring an ample fortune, he left his family defti- 
_ tute of all fuitable provifion. The houfe of commons _ 
| however, to teftify their gratitude to him for his impor- _ 
tant and eminent public fervices, provided for the pay- 
f es ment 
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41778- ment of his debts, and fettled an honorable income upon: 


April 


130 


his pofterity. 

The duke of Richmond’s propofed addrefs was re-« 
jected by a great majority. But a proteft was figned 
upon the occafion by twenty peers, wherein they con- 
demned, with the utrhoft freedom and afperity of lan- 
euage, the defign to perfift in the meafures carried ‘on 
in the colonies. 

A French fquadron, which had for feveral months 
been equipping at Toulon, failed from that port under 
the command of count d’Eftaing. It confifted of twelve 
fhips of the line, and four frigates of fuperior fize. Mr. | 
Silas Deane, and Mr. Gerard, who has been appointed 
the French minifter to congrefs, were on board. On | 
the 4th of May authentic intelligence of its failing ar- 
rived at St. James’s. Some of the minifters happening 
to be out of town, the cabinet could not meet till the — 
fixth ; when orders and inftructions were inftantly dif- 
patched to Portfmouth ; and on the next day all hands 
were employed in preparing for the immediate failing of 
a powerful fquadron, On Friday the 8th the wind 
changed to the weft, and it was not till the 2oth, that 
admirals Byron and Hyde Parker failed from Portfmouth 
with twelve fhips of the line: but the Britifh minifters 
not knowing whither count d’Eftaing’s fquadron was def- 
tined, nor that Deane and Gerard were on board, they 
fent an exprefs to ftop their final failing till further or- 
ders, fo that they put into Plymouth. At length being 
relieved from their doubts by the sth of June, they 
determined to fend admiral Byron to America, and at 
the fame time to give him the command on that flation, 
by fending with him, that leave to return which lord 

Howe 
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from Plymouth. Lord Howe had been deceived into 
his command; had been deceived while in the exercife 
of it; and being tired and cali had required per- 
muffion to refign *. 


arrival at London, he foon difcovered, that he was no 
longer an obje& of court favor, He was refufed ad- 


enced all thofe marks of being in difgrace, which are 
[o well underftood, and fo quickly perceived by the re- 
cainers and followers of courts. 

_ Sir George Saville moved for leave to bring im a bill 
for the repeal of certain penalties and difabilities pro- 
vided in an aét of the roth and arth of William III. 


He propofed that a fufficient teft might be formed, by 
which the papitts fhould bind themfelves to the fupport 
of the civil: government by law eftablifhed. The mo- 
Vion was received with univerfal approbation. A bill 
Jas brought in and carried through both houfes with 
}incommon unanimity; miniftry and oppofition vied 
with each other in activity to forward it; .the firft confi- 
Jered it as a prelude to the employing of papifts in the 


Jhemielves o/d whigs, took the lead avowedly in fupport 
Vhe other promoters of it: it was pafled without a fingle 
hegative, and received the royal affent on the 27th of 


May. By this aé the claufe in the a& of William Le 


* Lord Howe in the houfe of commons, 


General Burgoyne landed at Bon canits On his. 


million to the royal prefence ; and from thence experi- 


entitled an act to prevent the further gr owth of popery. 


leets and. armies: that refpectable body, who called - 


pt it; and the bench of bifhops co-operated heartily with. 


‘or profecuting of popith. bifhops, priefts or jefuits, is 


113 


Howe had defired; and on the gth the admiral failed '77%> 


Vou. IL. I repealed ; 
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7778+ repealed ; alfo that for fubjeCting papifts keeping {chools | 
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for the education of youth to perpetual imprifonment; 
and that likewife, which difables papifts from inherits | 
ing lands by defcent, and gives to the next of kin (bes } 
ing proteftants) a right to inherit fuch lands; befide| 
that which difables papifts from purchafing manors, lands | 
of hereditaments; in England or Wales; but the act | 
leaves all lands in poffeffion juft as they were, and all 
cauifés in litigation, as if it had never been made; and | 
the benefits arifing from it, reft on the condition of | 
taking a certain prefcribed oath of allegiance within fix) 
months of its paffing into a law. 
Sir William Meredith obferved in the houfe of com- | 
mons, that the Britifh minifters had early and complete 
intelligence of the French preparations at Toulon. He) 
faid, thaton the 3d of January they had notice of the’! 
equipment; on the 8th of February they had advice of | 
the number of fhips that was to compofe the fquadron; 
and on the 28th of the fame month that the crews were’ 
all completed; and that they had early information of 
count d’Eftaine’s arrival, and of the day on which he: 
intended to fail. ‘'He moved, among “other matters, | 
that it did not appear to the houfe, that any orders were 
fent until the ath of April, for any fleet of obfervation, 
wo attend the motions of that from Toulon :*but the 
firength fe Laas was too great to admit of its Ria 


_ carried. 


June 
ge 


On thé’ 3d of June a sititi was put to the feffion of 
parliament 5 and on the gth, the earl of Chatham's re+ 
mains ‘were honorably interred in Weftminfter Abbey 

at the public Oe at which — a magnificent mo- 

Pree nument 
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/hument has been ordered to be erected i in the fame pce] 17784 
‘to his remembrance. e 
Warlike preparations are going forward in every part 
of Great Britain; but the French have undoubtedly the 
ftart, and are in the greater forwardnéfs. Admiral Kep- 
pel failed from St. Helen’s on a cruife of Ufhant, with 
twenty fhips of the line; but not in that excellent order, 
nor fo well manned, as the critical fituation of affairs 
between the two nations appears to require. 

What could not be mentioned in the order of time, 
muft now be related, that capt. Jones, of the Ranger 
privateer from Portfmouth in New Hamphhire ftate, 
toward the end of April, landed in the night, at White. 
aaven in Cumberland; a party of 30 men, and fet fire 
fo one of the thips in the harbour: by the exertion of 
yhe inhabitants the flames were extinguifhed before they _ 
jad reached the rigging. He afterward landed fome 
Jnen on the ‘weftern coaft of Scotland, and plundered 
Jhe houfe of lord Selkirk, near Kirkubright, of plate, 
Hewels and other valuable articles. He is a Scotchman 
Py birth, and is faid to have lived formerly with his 
Jordthip: : 

You may expeéct from me the earlieft Gistinence of 
qhofe important tranfactions, that are about te coms 


i 


Jeence in this quarter of the world, 


} 
i 
‘| 
a 
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Rotterdam, Aug. 15, 1778. 
Frienp G. | ; 


HE French, to perplex the councils of the Britifh| 
court; afiembled a multitude of regiments fro | 

all parts of the kingdom, and marched them down tg 
the fea fide, where they formed large encampments op! 
pofite to the fhores of Great Britain. Thefe manoeuvres 


occafioned the calling out and embodying of the militis 
of England upon the rifing of parliament. ‘T’he militi; 
being joined by the regular forces, camps were formet 
in different places: but the nation trufted. moft to thé 
navy. 
My laft clofed with the account of admiral Keppel’: 
having failed. He was defervedly in the higheft efteen. 
with his own profeffion, as well as the public. It wa 
extremely proper therefore that he fhould be appointe. 
to command that fleet, to which was committed the de 
fence of the ifland, the prote€tion of the homewar 
bound trade, and the prefervation of the dignity of th 
Britifh flag in the adjoining feas. On his arrival < 
Portfmouth toward the end of March, he found matte 
very different from the opinion that had been general 
circulated, and from what he himfelf had been led t 
expect. Inftead of a ftrong and well appointed fleet, I 
difcovered to his aftonifhment, that there were only f 
fail of the line in any degree of condition for imm¢ 
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diate fervice; even thefe on his reviewing them, with a 1778. 
feaman’s eye, gave him no peculiar pleafure. The pau- 
city and condition of both men and fhips was not more 
alarming ,than the deficiency of all kinds of naval ftores was 
Jamentable; but the admiral acted with fuch prudence 
and caution, as to prevent that increafe of the public 
alarm, that a difplay of thefe circumftances muft have 
occafioned. He urged his private applications to the 
admiralty, with fuch affiduity and effect, that a new fpirit 
and unufual degree of vigor were fuddenly feen to per- 
yade the naval department ; and fuch induftry was ufed, 
‘that befide difpatching the twelve fhips for America un- 
der Byron; he wasenabled to take the feas with a fleet 
} of twenty fail of the line, at the time already mentioned, 
‘He had fearcely arrived at his ftation in the Bay of Bil- 
| cay, when two French frigates, with two imailer veffels,. 
appeared in fight, and were evidently taking a furvey 
of the fleet, War had not been declared, nor reprifals 
Jordered: but it was necefiary to ftop tl thefe frigates, as 
}well to obtain intelligence, as to prevent its being con- 
veyed. A general fignal for chafing was made: a fhip. June 
of the line got at length along fide of the Licorne of 17 
32 guns; on her firing a gun, the Frenchman {tood to 
| her and was braught into the fleet. Mean while, the. 
} other French pa bs) Lea Belle Poule, of twenty-fix heavy 
twelve pounders, befide. feveral others of lighter metal, 
with a fchooner of ten: guns in company, were clofely 
} purfued by the Arethu/a frigate of only twenty-eight fix 
pounders, and the Alert cutter, till out, of fight of the 
fleet. The Arethufa getting up with her chafe, capt. 
Marjfhall vequetted the French officer, lieutenant Chadeau 
dela Clocheterie, to: bring to, and acquainted him with 
: TR: the 


ets 
*778, the orders for conducting him to the admiral. A come |) 
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pliance being refufed, the captain fired a fhot acrol IS the 


Belle erty which fhe inftantly returned, by pouring | 
her whole broadfide into the Arethufa. A defperate en= |; 


gagem ment enfued with unufual warmth and animofity 


for above two hours, each fide vying with the utmoft | 
deeree of national emulation to obtain the palm of vic- 
tory, in this firft a@tion and opening of a new war. The 
Belle Poule had the fuperiority not only in weight of | 
metal, but in fhumber of men, The Arethufa was fo 
fhattered, that fhe became almoft unmanage able, as | 


there was little wind. ‘The captain was obliged to act 
with the more caution, as he was upon the French coatt, 


and clofe on fhore at midnight. The Belle Poule hav~ , 
ing her head in with the land, and meeting with no fur 


ther interruption from the Arethufa, embraced the op= 


portunity of ftanding into a {mall bay. During the fore |. 
part of this action, the engagement was no lefs warm bes | 
tween the Alert cutter and French {fchooner, Their force 


ras about equal. ‘The conteft.was well fupported 1 for up- ; 
ward of an hour, when the fchooner was compelled to 
ftrike. Next morning an unexpected movement made by 
the Licorne, occafioned one of f the convoy to fire a fhot 
acrofs her way, as a fienal for keeping her courfe, when 
to the aftonifhment of admiral Keppel and the whole | 


fleet, fhe fuddenly poured her whole broad-fide, accom- 
panied with a general difcharge of mufketry, into the 
America of 74 guns, at the inftant lord Longford her 
commander was ftanding upon the gunwale, and talking 
in terms of the utmoft politenefs to the French captain. 
T he frigate inftantly ftruck her colours, as foon as fhe 
had difcharged her fire. Only four of the America’s 
| sek See people 
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people were wounded. Notwithttanding the proyoca-!778e 
‘tion, lord Longford had fuch command of his temper 
as not to return a,. fingle fhot. Another French frigate 
failing in with the fleet, was detained by the admiral 
under the plea of hottility comrnitted by the Licorne; 
but feyeral French smeréhantmen were fuffered to pafs 
through the fleet unmo! lefted. The capture of the 
Teak frigates afforded the admiral a fource of the moft 
critical and. alarming infor mation. He was now within 
ficht of. Ufnant, when he difcoyered to his aftonifh- 
ment, that the French ficet in Breft read and Brett 
water amounted to 32 fhips of the line, befide 10 cr 12 
frigates, while his own. force confifted only of 20 of the 
former, and three of the latter. The odds between the 
two fleets was-fo vaft, that he could not jafuity rifking 
Jan aétion,-which might proye fatal to the kingdom, But 
Hit. gave him the oreatett. uneafinefs, to find himfelf 
Jobliged to turn his back on France. The.French no 
}fooner determined to take a decided part with the Amer 
Iricans, than they affiduoufly applied themfelyes to the 
Ieetting of their navy into the utmoft forwardnefs for 
cats fervice; and had proceeded with fuch profound 
Iecrecy, that the ftrength of it had not tranfpired fo as 
Jto reach the Britis miniftry, who appear to~have been 
wanting in procuring good and early intelligence; which 


| was a matter of fo much importance inthe eftimation of 
Ithe French, that they uled eyery mean for obtaining it. 
Whe Breft fleet lay ready for failing; and was only de- 
}sained till the deftination of admiral Byron's force could 
be afcertained at Paris, | 

- On the return of the Britifh fleet to Barta, the a 
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| aimiral s conduct was branded with the moft opprobrious 
] . j ) yes terms, 
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1778. terms, and afcribed to the moft difgraceful motives, and 


his general character treated with the moft indecent 
{currility, in thofe publications which he confidered as 
under the immediate direction of ‘the minifters. He 
bore all with wonderful temper ; made no complaints ; 
prefied forward the preparations for his return to fea, 
without noife or parade; and fubmitted to all the un- 


merited reproach thrown upon him, without being pro- } 
voked to a juftification, which, by the narration of the |; 
fact, mutt haye ecriminated the firft lord of the admi- | 
ralty. The feafonable arrival of the two firft of the |, 
Britith Weft India fleets, and of the Levant trade, | 


brought in a fupply of feamen, at the moft critical pe- 
riod in which they could have been wanted. By this 


‘mean and the exertions every where ufed by the admi- 
ralty, Keppel was enabled to put again to fea, on the gth | 
of July, with 24 thips of the line, and was joined on |, 
the way by fix more: he had alio an addition of one€ 
frigate and two fire fhips. Mean while the French king | 


made ufe of the engagement with the Belle Poule and 
the taking of the other frigates, as the oftenfible ground 
for iffuing out orders for a reprifal on Britifh thips, and 


ately publifhed. Similar meafures were purfued in Great 
Britais, when the account of thefe tranfactions was-re- 


the ordinance figned the 28th of March, was immedi- : 


ceived. “Thus nothing of war was wanting between the — 


two nations excepting the formality of the declaration, — 


The force and deftination of admiral Byron being at 


fent to the Breft fleet to proceed to fea, They inftantly 


dength made certain to the French miniftry, orders were : 


weighed anchor, and failed the day preceding the de-. 
parture of the Britifh fleet from Portimouth, They . 


amounted 


| 
| 
| 
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amounted to 32 fhips of the line and a cloud of frigates, 1778+ 
} and were divided into three {quadrons, the whole under 
‘the command of the count D’Orvilliers, who was af- 
fitted in his own particular divifion, by admiral the count 
de Guichen. The fecond was commanded by the count 
Duchaffault, affifted by Monfieur de Rochechovart ; and 
| the third by the duke of Chartres, a prince of the blood, 
feconded. by. admiral the count de Grafle. The duke 
was fent on board by the court to animate the fleet, 
and to intimate the greatnefs of the objects propofed, 
|and*how much reliance was placed on the courage and 
exertions of the officers and feamen. ‘The Britifh fleet 
was alfo thrown into three divifions, the van being com- 
-manded by Sir Robert Harland, and the rear by Sir 
Hugh Pallifer. The commander in chief, with the 
| centre divifion, was affifted by the voluntary fervices of 
) admiral Campbell, a brave and experienced officer, who 
from ancient friendfhip and a long participation of danger 
and fervice, condefcended to act as firft captain in Kep- 
pel’s own fhip the Victory. The two fleets came in 
fight of each other on the 23d in the afternoon. From 
the movements of the French admiral, it was inferred 
that he had no knowledge of the increafe of Keppel’s 
ftrength ; but confidered his fleet as being in number 
the fame as when on its ftation before Breft. He appeared 
difpofed to bring on an immediate action: but when the 
fleets approached fo near, as to difcover each other’s 
force, he apparently relinquifhed that determination, 
and continued afterward to evade, with great caution 
‘and knowledge in his profeffion, all thofe endeavours 
which were ufed on the other-fide to bring on an en- 
'gagement, Through a freth gale and a change of wind 

Base) in 
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3778. in the night, the French gained the weather gage, ‘by: 
which they had the advantage, either of bringing it on 
or of totally avoiding it. But two of their line of battle.) 
{hips fell confiderably to the leeward, and were fo effec- 
tually cut off from the reft of the fleet, that they were: 
never able to rejoin it during the remainder of the cruife. 
This put the hoftile fleets on an equality in point of 
number, with refpect to line of battle fhips. The Bri- 
tifh fleet continued conftantly to beat up again{t the 
wind in purfuit of the French, who declined coming to, 
a general engagement, as they daily expected a ftrong 
reinforcement, and hoped to intercept the commercial | 
fleets, that, while making for the Britifh ports, would | 
have to pafs through the track in which their numerous | 
frigates were ftationed. Admiral Keppel penetrated 
their motives, and labored to bring them to actions — 
and as the preferving of a regular line of battle with any 
hope of it was evidently impracticable, the fignal for 
chacing to windward was kept conftantly Aying. Some. 
fudden fhifts of wind, together with an unexpected and — 
unintentional effect produced by an evolution on the > 
|. French fide, being “all improved by the moft mafterly 
efforts on the other, brought the two fleets fo clofe that ° 
they could not part without an action, But the F rench — 
endeavoured to evade its confequences as much as pof- 
ible; and by fuddenly putting about on. the contrary 
tack, altered the courfe of the fhips in each fleet, fo | 
that they could engage only as they paffed, inftead off: 
lying fide to fide, and thereby making an effectual ims 
preffion. Sd ioe i 
The French began, by firing at a great diftance om 
the headmoft of Sir Robert Harland’s divifion as the — 
fhips 
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ake led up, but net a fhot was returned till they were 17786 
_ near the enemy. The example was followed, or a fimi- 
| dar conduét purfued by the fleet in general, as faft as each 
| thip could clofe up with the French; and notwithftands 
3 ing their having been neceflarily extended by the chace, _ 
they were all foon-in battle. As the fleets pafled each 
other ,very clofe’ onthe oppolite tacks, the cannonade 
was heavy, and the effect confiderable. The a&ion 
latted about three hours. As the French in their ufual 
] way, directed their fire principally againtt the rigging, 
feveral of the Britith fhips fuffered confiderably in their 
| mafts, yards and fails, The Britith fire, which was 
} principally levelled gt the hulls of the enemy, was net 
deficient in its effe& of another kind, the deftruction of 
the feamen, The action being over for the prefént, ade 
miral Keppel hauled dow m the fignal for battle, till the 
‘dhips could recover their {tations, or get near enough 
to fapport each other on the renewal of the ation. To 
call them together for that purpofe, he immediately 
‘made the Gide a to form the line of battle a-head, which 
was confidered , as commanding the moft prompt obe= . 
dience. Admiral Pallifer was at this moment in his | 
proper ftation; but quitted it, and paffing Keppel to 
Jeeward on the contrary tack, while the latter was ad- 
vancing to the enemy, never came into the line during 
the.reft of the day.  Pallifer being totally out of the 
line, other. fhips far aftern, and five difabled in their 
rigging, at a great diftance to leeward, the Britith ad- 
miral, about three o'clock in the afternoon, could not 
collect above twelve fhips to renew the engagement, 
The French obferving the expofed fituation of the Bri- 
ph fhips, which had fallen to leeward to repair their 
. damages, 
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1778- damages, edged away with an evident intention of 


cutting them. off from the reft of the fleet... Admiral 
Keppel inftantly difcerned their defign and the danger of 
the fhips, and fuddenly wore and ftood athwart the van 
of the enemy, in a diagonal line, for their protection. 
He alfo difpatched orders to Sir Robert Harland to form 
his divifion at a diftance aftern of the Victory, to cover 
the rear and keep the enemy in check, till Pallifer fhould, 
in obedience to the fignal, come with his divifion into 
his proper ftation. The protection of the difabled {hips 
being accomplifhed, and the French continuing to form 
their line, ranging up to. leeward parallel to the centre 
divifion, it became the admiral’s immediate object to 
form his as fpeedily as poffible, in order to bear down 
upon them and renew the battle. Seeing Pallifer ftill to” 
‘windward, he fent capt. Windfor of the Fox frigate, 
with exprefs orders to him to bear down into his wake 5 


and to tell him, that he only waited for him and his | 
‘This order not producing | 


divifion to renew the attack. 


| 
\ 
iH 


ry 
| 


t 


i 


the defired effect, the admiral threw out the fignal for |, 


all fhips to come into their flations.; and again at feven 
o'clock, being wearied out with'fruitlefs expectation, he: . 


h 


made the fignal for each particular thip of Pallifer’s di- | 


vifion to come into her ftation in the line ; but before 


they had complied with this fignal, night put an end to 


all further operations.. From a motive of delicacy, no 
fignal was particularly thrown out to the F ormidalaall 
Sir Hugh Pallifer’sown fhip. 


\, 
\ 


The French could: have renewed the action during . | 


every hour of the afternoon, with apparent advantages, ~ 


which from the fituation of affairs could not poffibly 


have efcaped their obfervation, 


hd 


d < obin 


Their conduct the fol, . 
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lowing night indicated their indifpofition to a renewal of 1778 
it. Three of their beft failing veffels were ftationed at 
_ proper diftances with lights to divert the attention of the 
Britifh fleet, and to induce a belief that their whole line 
till kept its pofition: During this deception the reft of 
} the fleet withdrew in the moft filent manner, without lights 
or other fignals than the throwing up of fome rockets ; 
and made the beft of their way to Breft, where they 
arrived the next evening. By day light the French fleet 
had got at fuch a diftance, that the Britith admiral con- 
cluded, he had not the fmalleft profpect of coming up 
with them, and that neither a general nor -partial pur- 
| fuit could anfwer any beneficial purpofe. He therefore 
left only a proper force to protect the homeward bound 
| trade, and then made the beft of his way to Plymouth, 
as being the neareft port, in order to put the fleet into 
| a proper condition to return in queft of the enemy. 
It was obferved on the day of action with equal fur- 
_prife and regret, and by fome of the braveft and mott 
| experienced Britifh officers, that the French worked and 
-manceuvred their fhips, with a degree of feamen-like 
addrefs and dexterity, which they never before perceived. 
_ The event of the day, and the confequent efcape of the 
_ French fleet were to admiral Keppel intolerably grievous. 
By his confummate fkill, and the moft inceffant in- 
_ duftry, he had gained after four days. purfuit of the 
| enemy, one of the faireft opportunities of doing the 
moft fignal fervice to his country, in the moft critical 
_ exigency, and of raifing his own name to the fummit 
_ of naval renown. He hoped to have made the 27th of 
July, “ a proud day to Great Britain.” All thefe 
_ mighty advantages and glorious: rewards were unac- 
| countably 
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‘countably ravifhed from him, when they appearéd within 
In) Plymouth; thé failure. of a complete 


his grafp. 


victory was attributed to Sir Hugh Pallifer ; whofe non= 


compliance with the admiral’s fignals has been. afcribed 


by many to the difabled condition 
in his divifion. a 

The admiral, with wonderfal temper, and no lefs 
prudence, accommodated his conduét to the neceffity 
of his fituation, and made the public fecurity and inte- 
refts the only objects of his directions’ He advanced no 
charge againft Pallifer. His public. letter was fhort; 
general, and barren of information. It ftated facts fo 
far as it went, threw no blame upon any body, and 


of fome of the fhips 


commended the bravery of the officers in general, and 


of Sir Robert Harland and Sir Hugh Pallifer in parti- 
cular. But this approbation is to be applied only to the 
particular circumftances and immediate time of the acs 
tion: the fubfequent tranfactions of the afternoon, were 
in general thrown into the fhade; and the caufes that 


prevented a renewal of the engagement left in fuch ob=— 


{curity, as has drawn no finall fhare of cenfure upom ~ 


Keppel himfelf. 
The French fleet returned to Breft confiderably da- 
maged in their hulls; but glorying in an action, wherein 


they had engaged an equal number of Britith fhips 
without the lofs of a fingle veffel, as though they had 


gained a victory. It will be fome time before they are 
‘fully repaired, through a fcarcity of the necefiary means — 


The Americans, have many friends in Holland, who 
will be ready to affift them when an opportunity offers 
but not a la mode de-Paris: They have not the.fame 


inducements with the. French to venture on 3 war with 
3 Britaing — 


aii hg ‘ 
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| Britain, in favor of the independence of your United 1778. 
States. Dutch policy will keep them from it, that they 

| may enjoy the {weets of a neutrality while others are 

| fighting. They may fupply you with a loan; but they 
-avill not draw. the fword in your behalf. Nothing will 
bring them to this, unlef$ Britain fhould add to their 

| long catalogue of political errors, that of compelling 
them to it. ; 


LE ‘FE A Brides aa Me 


Roxbury, Nov. 12, 1998 


ial autetiab. aaron Ethan Allen was at length ex- 
changed 5 and congrefs granted him a bretict cOom- May 
miffion of colonel, in reward of his fortitude and zealin 14° 
the caufe of his country. 

~ General Sullivan being fent to bouoibeat at Provi- 
dence, gen. Pigot who was at Newport, inferred that 
there was a defign of attacking Rhode Ifland whenever 

in opportunity offered: the latter therefore concluded 
spon an expedition that might delay or fruftrate the 
event. “Lieut. col. Campbell, with about: 500: Britifh 
ind Heffians, was fent off in.the night of the 24th, pafied 

1p the river, and landed from the fhips, tenders and 
soats, before day, between Warren and Poppafquath= 
point, wAt day light. they: marched-in two scone ONE. 2% 
" 3 for 
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3778 for Warren, and the other for the head of Kickemuet | 

{ river, where they deftroyed about feventy flat-bottomed | 
boats, and fet fire to one of the ftate eallies, which was |) 
extinguifhed without doing much injury. They burnt | 

alfo a quantity of pitch, tar, plank, &c. They then 

fired the meeting-houfe at Warren, and feven dwelling- | 

houfes; and retreated toward Briftol, where their fhips 

and boats had fallen down to receive them. In Briftol| 


they burnt two and twenty houfes, and through. miftake }, 
the church inftead of the meeting houfe. The deftruc-| 
tion of houfes and places of worfhip was afterward attri- | 
buted chiefly to the licentioufnefs of the foldiers, who| 
treated both friends and foes with cruelty, plundering | 
houfes and robbing women of their fhoe-buckles, gold) 
rings, and handkerchiefs. They carried off with them | 
a ftate galley. A few days after, a party of 150 men) 
were fent from Newport to burn the faw-mills and con-| 
tiguous houfes at Tiverton. ‘They fired an old mill and . 
old houfe nigh the place of landing; and then pro-) 
ceeded for the town to execute the wifes they were. 
fent upon: but the bridge leading to it being defended ; 
by five and twenty men, they could not crofs though: 
they attempted it repeatedly. The advancing feafon. 
will clofe thefe fall excurfions by bringing forward more: 
capital operations: and for the counter-acting of which, 
the Americans muft depend much upon fupplies from 
it France. This reminds me, that on the 28th, a French | 


50 gun fhip with 350 men, a brig and a ichoonefy 
bringing arms and dry goods, arrived in James river 
Virginia, from Rochfort. Congrefs the next day, to’ 
al commemorate the agreeable event which has taken place’ 
between France and the United States, refolved that a 

new 
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ately launched, fhould be called the Aliiance. Within 


ipon capt. Peter Landais, : 

| In the beginning of June, the Trident arrived in the 
Jelaware with the earl of Carlifle, Mr. Eden and gov. 
ohnftone, three of the commiffioners for reftoring peace 


Tenry Clinton informed gen. Wafhington of their being 
t Philadelphia, and requefted a paffport for do¢tor Fer- 
ufon, their fecretary, with a letter from them to con- 
}refs. The general declined granting a paffport, which 
vas unanimoufly approved by congrefs. The refufal 
}nade it neceffary to forward the letter, with the a@ts, a 
lopy of their commiffion and other papers by. the com- 
}pon intercourfe. They were received by an -exprefs 
Jom Wafhineton on the 13th, and the letter was read 
}l fome offenfive language againft his moft chriftian 
jhajefty offered, on which the further reading of it was: 
}fpended till the 16th; when the reading. of that and 
| ie other papers was finifhed.. They were referred to a 
}pmmittee, who drew up a letter to be fent by the pre- 
Hient in anfwer to the letter and papers from the com- 
}iffioners, which was unanunoufly agreed to by the de- 
Jeates on the 17th, and was as follows—‘ I have re- 
Fived the letter from your excellencies of the gth in- 
lant, with the enclofures, and laid them before con- 
yefs. Nothing but an earneft defire to fpare the. fur- 
: ier effufion of human blood could have induced them 
» read a paper containing expreffions fo difrefpectful to 
ys moft Chriftian majefty, the good and great ally of 


® Vor, iil. shin the 


three weeks after, the command of her was beftowed: 


Jefe ftates, or to confider propofitions fo derogatory to | 
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pew continental frigate, built in the Maffachufetts, and 1778. 


petween Great Britain and America. On the oth Sir June 
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177% the. honor of an independent nation.—The acts of the|. 
Britifh parliament, the commiffion from your fovereign, | 
and your letter, fuppofe the people of thefe fates to be} 
fubjeéts of the crown of Great Britain, and are founded| 


on the idea of dependence, which 1s utterly inadmiffible, | i 
—I am further dire€ted to inform your excellencies,|, 
that congrefs are inclined to peace, notwithftanding the|: 
‘unjuft claims from which this war or iginated, and the; 
favage manner in which it hath been condudted;. They, 
, will therefore be ready to enter upon the confideration| 
of a treaty of peace and commerce, not inconfiftent) 
with treaties already fubfifting, when the king of Great, 
Britain fhall demonftrate a fincere difpofition for that, 
purpofe. The only folid proof of this difpofition will be 
an explicit acknowledgment of the independence of thefle 
ftates, or the’ withdrawing his fleets and armies.—1. 
have the honor to be, your excellencies moft obedient, 
and humble fervant.” Before this letter could be re. 
ceived by the commiffioners, a movement took place at 
Philadelphia, which muft have completely fruftrated all, 
negotiation, had the fame been even in a train’ anfwer-; 
ing to the wifhes. of the Britifh agents ; for it indicated 
an apprehenfion of great danger to the royal forces 
fhould they continue in the city. | 
Mr. Eden brought with him fecret orders for ¢ 
fpeedy evacuation of Philadelphia: they were fo fecret 
as not-to be made known either to himfelf or gov. John- 
| ftone. . Whether the earl of Carlifle met with the: like 
treatment is not. yet aicertained. It has been publicly 
afferted, that the orders were dated exactly three weeks 
before the commiffioners failed from England, which 
cariies the date back to the laft of March, On then 
deli- 
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delivery, Sir Henry Clinton immediately applied ‘him- 1778 
elf to the putting of them into execution. By the 18th ee 
2very thing being ready, the Britifh army evacuated the 
city; at three o’clock in the morning. They proceeded 
o Gloucefter Point, three miles down the river, and 
xefore teri the whole had pafied in fafety acrofs the De- 
aware into New Jerfey.. At ten they began their march 
0 Fiaddonfield, which they reached the fame day. 

Cour cufiofity may make you defirous of knowing in 
hat condition the Britith left Philadelphia. An American 
on of liberty, who vifited it the beginning of July, wrote 
pohis friend—- ‘The whole north fide of the city, be- 
ore you enter, is a promifcuous fcene of ruin. Upon 
| etting into the city, I was furprifed to find it had fuk 
red fo little. I queftion whether it would have fared 
fetter, had our own troops been in pofféffion of it, that 
| as to the buildings.” ‘The neceffary preparations 


it its evacuation could not be. concealed from gen. 
Vathington ; and-when the appearance of their intend- 
Vg to march through Jerfey became ferious, he detach- 
t.gen. Maxwell’s brigade, in conjunction with the mi: 
ia of that ftate, to impede the progrefs of the royal 
pops, fo as to give the American army time to come 
>» with them, and take advantage of any favorable cir- 
pmftances that might. offer. Some time before, gen, 
Ike having been exchanged, had joined the army -at 
Filey Forge. The evening preceding the evacuation, 
| € principles of the operations proper to be adopted were 
}sen up and fully difcuffed by his excellency and the ge~ 
Jral officers, when it appeared to be the common fen- 
Jnent, that it would 'be highly criminal to hazard a 
Jneral action with the enemy at prefent, ag by it they 
| K 2 | might 


eS Lee “: 


132 


1778. might lofe every advantage which a three years war, 
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combined with manv fortunate circumftances, had given} 
to America. ‘The next day his excellency after obferv4 
ing, “ near 11,000 men would be able to march off thd 
eround in a condition for-fervice,” propofed in writing, 
a fet of queries to the feveral general officers, in order td 
learn the particular opinion of each, as to ™ what is t 
be done ?” which was to be returned on paper. ‘Th 
anfwers were in common’ the fame with the ‘prevailing 
{entiment of the council’on the preceding day. © Gen} 
Mifflin was not of the number confulted. He would 
have gloried in being prefent to have taken an’ activé 
part upon this occafion ; but by fome fecret manoeuvre! 
was thrown ata diftance. He defired and obtained leavi 
of congrefs, on the 14th of May, to join the army, an¢ 
repaired to Valley Forge. Some of the general officer’ 
were difgutted at the thought of his returning to his com’ 
mand, now the campaign was opening, to fhare in thi 
honors it might yield, when he had not fhared with then 
in the peculiar diftreffes of their winter quarters. Whei 
their fentiments came to be known to certain member 


of congrefs, meafures were taken to produce and perfel 
the following motion on June the 11th, “ Phat ger 
Wafhington be directed to order an inquiry to be mad 
‘ato the conduét of major gen. Mifflin, late quarter 
mafter general, and the other officers who aéted unde 
him in that department; and if it fhall appear that’ th 
extraordinary deficiencies thereof, and the confequer 
diftreffes of-the army, were chargeable to the mifconduy 
of the quarter-mafter general, or any of the faid officer 
that a court martial be held on the delinquents.” Whe 
this inquiry was ordered to be made, he was with 'tt 

arm 
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immy, and in a fair way of obtaining a juft proportion 
of his countrymen’s confidence. He clearly faw the 
meaning: of the ftroke: but the order made it neceffary 
or him) to obtain leave of abfence for fome weeks, to 
ollect materials for his juftification. | 

_ When intelligence of Sir Henry Clinton’s having eva-~ 
fags Bhiksdetnhia and marched to Haddonfield, reach- 
d the American head quarters, the next meafure to be 
. aken by gen. Wafhington was apparent. Gen. Greene, 
ly his conduct and induftry, as quarter-mafter general, 
ad. effected fuch a happy change in the line of his de- 
Jartment, as enabled his excellency with great facility 
}> move with the whole army and bagease from Valley 
Jorge in purfuit of the enemy. The troops proceeded 
», and croffed the Delaware at Corriel’s ferry ; when a 
le& corps of 600 men were immediately detached uin- 
er col. Morgan to reinforce gen. Maxwell. The flow 
dvance of Sir Henry led his excell iency to fufpect, that 
¢ had a defign of bringing on a general action, could 
je draw the Americans into the lower country. This 
onfideration, and a defire of refrefhing the troops after 
je fatigues they had endured from rainy and exceffive 
ot weather, determined the American general to hale 


y the ¢ general officers the following fadtsamcé The ene- 
y's force is between g and 10,000 rank and file—the 
}merican army on the ground is 10,684 rank and file, 
efide the advanced brigade under gen. Maxwell of 
yout 1200, and about 1200 militia? — on which he. pro- 
fed the queition, “ Will it be advifable to hazard a 
‘neral action ?” The anfwer was—«" Nc ot advifabley but 
detachment of 1500 to be immediately fent ta act as 
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nout five miles from Princeton. While there he ftated June 


24s 
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17».0ccafion mayferve, on the enemy’s left flank and rear, 


ia conjunétion with the other continental troops and mi-} 
litia already hanging about them, and the main body}, 
to preferve a relative pofition, to a& as circumftances| 
may require—Lee, Stirling, Greene, Fayette, Steuben,} 
Poor, Paterfon, Woodford, Scott, Portail, Knox.” The) 
detachment was immediately made under: gen. Scott, 
The fame day Sir Henry concluding that gen. W afhing| 
ton, who had alway hitherto avoided a general action, 


would not now give into it againft every dictate of po- | 
licy, and that the American views were directed againfty 
his baggage, in which part he was indeed vulnerable, 
determined to take the right hand road leading to Sandy) 
Hook, inftead ef making for the Rariton, where he ful. 
pected gen. Gates with the northern army might join 
that under gen, Wafhington. Gates arrived at Fifhkill 
about the middle of May to take the command in’ that; 


quarter.. The troops under him were fo few, that. he 


could not anfwer for the defence of the pais through the 

highlands with which he was intrufted; and was per’ 

fuaded, that if the enemy made a fudden and determined 

pufh to carry it, the militia would not come in time to 
fave it. On the 17th of June draughts arrived,, and 

militia were hourly expected; after mentioning this in 

a letter to congrefs, he exclaims Thank heaven 

the precious time the enemy have fo foolifhly loft!” He 

had no idea of marching for the Rariton: but hisea- 

valry, and a confiderable body of infantry, was at this 

period fo pofted, as to give the alarm of an attack upor 

New York; and he propofed moving the main body o! 

his army to White Plains, and taking a ftrong camp 

in that neighbourhood, to keep up the alarm; which 
was 


| 
| 
| 
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Lg highly apptoved of by gen. Wafhington, and ‘pro= 1778 
sured his thanks. «On the agth his excellency moved Me eri 
ais army to Kinefton. © Upon receiving intelligence that 

Sir Henry was profecuting his route toward Monmouth 

sourt-houfe, he difpatched rooo fele€t men under bri 
zadier gen. Wayne, and fent the Marquis de la Fayette 
© take the command of the whole advanced corps, with 
orders to feize the firft fair opportunity of attacking the 
Inemy’s rear. Gen. Lee declined the command, as he 
was againft attacking, on which it was offered to the 
marquis, who accepted it with pleafure. In the even- 
ng of the fame day, the whole army marched: from 
KKingfton, intending to preferve a proper diftance for 
Jupporting the advanced corps, and arrived at Cranberry 
J-arly the next morning. The intenfe heat of the wea- 
}her, and a heavy ftorm coming on, made it impoffible 
o refume the march that day without great injury to the 
Jroops. The advanced corps being in confequence hereof 
Joo remote from the main body, and too far upon the 
Fight to be fupported, the marquis had orders fent him 
0 file off by his left toward Englifh-town, which-he ex- 
cuted early in the morning of the 27th. Sir Henry 
seine fenfible of the approach of the American army, 
changed the difpofition of his troops, and placed in the 
Fear what were deemed the beft, confifting of all the 
srenadiers, light infantry, and chaffeurs of the line; at 
the fame time gen. Knyphaufen was requefted to take’ 
he baggage of the whole army under the charge of his 
Jivifion, which made the firft column. Under the head 
of baggage was comprifed, not only all the wheel carri- 
apes ‘of every department, but alfo the bat-horfes—a 
train which, as the country admitted but of one route 
K 4 for 
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1778. for carriages, extended near twelve miles. 
tion made by Sir Henry laid gen. Wafhington under | 
the neceffity of increafing the number of the advanced } 


corps. 


gratifying 


whole. 
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His excellency embraced this opportunity. of | 
gen. Lee, with the confent of the marquis. | 
Lee obferving that his having declined the command of | 
the advanced corps had leffened him in the opinion ‘of i 
officers and foldicrs, wifhed to be appointed afreth, |: 
Wafhington would not confent to remove the marquis; | 
but a reinforcement being wanted, he detached Lee 
with two brigades, to join the marquis at E:inglifh-towa, |: 
and of courfe to take upon him the command of the | 
The main body marched the fame day, “and | 
encamped within-three miles of that place. 
corps was left hovering on Sir Henry’s nght flank, and} 
the Jerfey militia, amounting to about 700, under gen, | 
Dickinfon, on his left. 


Morgan’ $i 


The royal army was {trongly 
“encamped in the neighbourhood of Monmouth court-) 


houfe, where they halted till the morning of the 28th.’ 
When once arrived at the heights of Middle-town, about : 
twelve miles in advance, there would have been no pol-: 
fibility of attempting any thing again{ft them with a) 
profpect of fuccefs, the American general therefore. de> 
termined to attack their rear the moment they moved: 
f:om their prefent ground, and communicated his inten-' 
tion to Lee, who was ordered to make the neceffary dif- ' 
pofition, and to keep his troops in readinefs for the. 


fhorteft notice. - 
troops under his own immediate command. 

General Knyphaufen moved at day break; Sir Henry! 
that he might not pref$ upon him, did not follow tll 


near eight o’clock, with the other divifion, compofed of: 


The like was done with refpeé to ae 


the 
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the 3d; 4th, and sth brigades of -Britifh, two:battalions 1778. 
oof Britith grenadiers, the Heffian grenadiers, a battalion 
of light infantry, the guards, and the 16th regiment: of 
light dragoons, a body of troops not eafily to be equalled. 
About one o’clock in the morning, gen. Lee received 
a letter from gen. Wafhington, and in purfuance of the 
directions it contained, wrote to gen. Dickinfon to felect 

} fome hundreds of his beft men, and detach them as nigh 

} to the Britith rear as he could. Thefe troops were’ to 
act as a corps of obfervation, and to forward the:earlieft 
intelligence refpecting the enemy. He alfo ordered.col. 
Morgan to advance with the men under his command 
-fo-néar as to attack them on their firft movement but 
it was left to him how to act, only he was to take care 
and not expofe his troops, in that manner as to dif 
able him from acting in conjunction with Lee fhould 
there be a neceffity for it. Orders were likewife fent to 
_Grayfon, as the commanding officer of the two brigades 
(of Scottand Varnum,) confifting of about 600 men, to 
get them inftantly in readinefs to march. By day light 
they entered Englifh-town ; but it was not. till between 
five and fix that they marched from thence toward Mon- 
mouth court-houfe, having been detained for want: of 
guides. Nearly at the fame time, Lee gave orders ‘to 
.the feveral detachments and Maxwell’s brigade, to pre- 
pare for marching immediately, leaving their packs be- 
hind under proper guard: they followed the two juft 
mentioned brigades about feven o’clock.' About five 
Dickinfon fent an) exprefs to gen. Wafhington, inform- 
ing that the front of the enemy had began their march, _ 
Ais excellency inftantly put the) army inmotion, and. - 
fent orders to Lee to move on and. attack them, sunlefs 


there 
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and acquainted him, that he was. marching to fupport 
him, and for doing it with the greater expedition and 
convenience, fhould make the men difencumber them- 
felves of their packs and blankets. 
in the orders rendered them difcretionary: they mani+ 


feted the earneft defire of the commander in chief, that 


an important blow might be ftruck which the enemy 
fhould feel; but Lee could not confider them as re- 
quiring him to rifk a general engagement, in direct re- 
pugnancy to the fpirit of thofe councils of war that had 
been repeatedly held upon the fubject.. While Lee was, 


advancing with his column, he fent forward an aid to 


order Grayfon to pufh on as faft as poffible and attack 
theenemy. Before the aid overtook him, he had pafled 
Freehold meeting-houfe with the two brigades. The 
aid delivered Lee’s orders; but gave it as his opinion, 
that Grayfon had better not move on, for that’ he had 
been informed, that the main body of the: enemy was 
near Monmouth court-houfe, and was thought to be 
marching to attack them, of which circumftance he fup- 
poled Lee was ienorant. 
with Dickinfon, who gave him the fame information, 
and charged him witha meffage to Lee. Lee conform- 
ed to it on its delivery, and gave orders for pofting two 
militia regiments upon a hill for the fecuring of a pat 
ticular road, and then pufhed forward over a morafs or 
ravine, by the bridge or caufeway, to a height where 
Dickinfon was with a few militia. During his ftay on 


this height, intelligence of the moft contradiCtory nature | 


was continually brought him. Some afferted, that the 
* General Wathington’s letter of July 1, 1778, to congrefs. 
I ) encmy 


The exceptiveclaufe | 


The aid on his return fell in 


{ 
y 
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filing off in columns to the right and left—one while 


the enemy’s troops were turning the flanks of the Ame- 


} ricans—at another, pufhing in front. Thefe oppofite 


reports occafioned Varnum’s brigade and part of Scott’s, 


-and col, Durgee’s brigade of Lee’s column, to pais and 


repafs' the bridge over the morafs feveral times, as it 


| was univerfally agreed to be by no means warrantable 


to rifk an action, with a ravine in the rear, over which 


there was only one good paffage. While thefe march- 
} ings and counter-marchings took place, the marquis de 
la Fayette arrived at the head of the main body of Lee’s 
troops; when the general, having reconnoitred a wood, 


into which it had been reported.a battalion or two of 


the enemy had thrown themfelves, and being fatisfied 
that it was groundlefs, determined to march on, and af- 
certain ‘with his own eyes, the number,’ order and dif- 
‘pofition of the enemy, and then to conduct himfelf ac- 


cordingly. His whole command amounted to about 
4000 men, exclufive of Morgan’s corps and the Jerfey 
militia; and confilted of gen. Scott’s detachment, gen. 


Wayne’s, gen. Maxwell’s brigade, gen. Varnum’s, gen. 


Scott’s, and col. Jackfon’s regiment. When they had 


| neatly ‘pafied through the woods, with which the coun- 


try abounds, and were arrived at a point facing’ the 
Court-houfe, and on the edge of a plain about three 
amiles in length and one in breadth, they were formed, 
but within the fkirt of the wood, that the enemy might 
not, difcover them. Here they remained while gens. 


Kn and Wayne, and a few others, went out upon the 


right 


PSO 


enemy had moved off with precipitation, and that it 1778 
was only a covering party which remained; others aver- 
red, that the main force was fill on the ground, and 
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1778. right and rode forward to reconnoitre. 
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From the ob- 
fervations Isee made, and the intelligence he obtained, 
he concluded that the forces he faw were no other than 
the-enemy’s covering party, and entertained hopes of 
an interval. between them and the main body, fufficient 
to afford him the opportunity of cutting them.off. ‘That 
he might perfect this bufinets, 


command 700 men, to whom were attached two pieces | 


of artillery. Wayne was to attack the covering party 
in the rear, faintly fo as to halt them, but not with vigor 
left that fhould occafion their retreating with celerity to 


the main body, or drawing from it fo powerful a rein-_ | 
_ Mean time® | 


forcement as to defeat the principal defign. 


Lee was to endeavour, by a fhort'road leading to the 
While marching — 
on this road, one of gen. Wafhington’s fuite came. up 
Lee with a fixed firm tone of , 
voice and countenance which fuggefted confidence of | 
fuccefs, defired him to inform his excellency, that) the 


left, to gain the front-of the party. 
to procure intelligence. 
enemy did not appear well to underftand the roads ; that 


the route he was on cut off two miles; that the rear of 
the enemy was compofed of 1500 or: 2000; that he ex+ 


Vayne was appointed to — 


pected to fall in with them, and had great certainty of 


cutting them off; and that gen. Wayne and col. Butler 
were amufing them with a: fay loofe fhot while he was 


performing the route. Wayne’s command was advanced — 
‘to the right and drawn up. The enemy appeared. jult 


in the edge of a wood upon an eminence with their light 
‘dragoons. - A: few of the American light horfemen were 
‘advanced upon the right, at a very confiderable: dit 
vance... One of Lee’s aids de camp obferved the queen’s 
hel nt dragoons pean as though they meant to.charge 
thefe 
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-thefe American light-horfemen, who had no officer of 177% 
-erninence to head ‘them; he therefore rode up to and - 
_advifed them to let the Britifh dragoons come as near 
as could be done with fafety, and then to retreat off to 
} where gen. Wayne was, and let him receive them. The 
) Britith horfe purfied till they carne near the general, when 
} receiving a fire from col. Butler’s regiment pofted on 
the fkirt of a wood; they wheeled and gallopped off in 
great hafte to their own body: as. they were retiring, 
the two pieces-of artillery fired a few fhot at them. 
Wayne then advan¢ed, and encouraged his men to fol- 
low on, and charge the enemy with bayonets. The aid 
“ftodesback to Lee, who immediately fent him forward 
to Wayne, with orders that he fhould only feign-an at- 
tack, and not pufh on too precipitately, as that would 
fubvert his plan, and-difappoint his intentions. Lieut. 
col. Ofwald, who ‘commanded. the ‘artillery, fuppofed 
that the enemy were retreating, and fo pafled the morafs 
in front over a caufeway into a grain field, and began to 
 ¢annonade. This happened after'ten o’clock. About the 
fame'time a part.of L.ce’s troops iffued out of a wood, on 
the left of and about a mile below the Court-houfe, in 
fmail columns,;and in an oblique direction with refpect 
tothe royal forces, rather toward their right and within 
cannon fhot. | Thefe were drawn’ up ready to face the 
Americans, with their right near a wood ; and their left 
on open ground covered by their cavalry and forming 
an obtufe angle with the Court-houfe. The cavalry filed 
off to the left, as if with defign to attempt fomething 
on the right of ILee’s troops, which occafioned an order 
to the marquis de la Fayette to wheel his column by his 
right, and to gain and attack the enemy’s left flank. 


Lee 
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1778 Tee having alfo ordered to the right:the three regiments 


in Wayne’s detachment, Weffon’s, Stewart’s and Living- 
fton’s, rode toward Ofwald’s artillery and reconnoitred 


the enemy, who appeared in full view marching back 


again.toward the Court-houfe, and in greater numbers: 


than was expected, fo that Lee faid, he believed he was 
miftaken in their ftrength. 


Let us now advert to the manceuvres of Sir Henry — ‘ 
Soon after he had begun with his column to _ 
follow gen. Knyphaufen, reconnoitring parties of the- 
The queen’s | 
and difperfed fome detachments 


Clinton. 


Jerfey militia appeared on his left flank. 
rangers fell in with, 


among the woods in the fame quarter. His rear guard 


having defcended from the heights above Freehold into 


the plain, fome American columns appeared likewife. 


defcending into it, and began the cannonade on his rear, 
which was returned by a fuperior fre. 


were difcovered marching in force on both-his flanks, 


He conjectured, that the object of the Americans was 
the baggage, which at that juncture was engaged in defiles - 
He conceived that the only © 


that continued for miles. 


At this inftant;. 
intellisence was brought to Sir Henry, that the enemy — 


~ 


means of parrying the apprehended blow was by facing 


about, attacking the corps which harafled his rear, — 


and preffing it fo hard, as to oblige the detachments to 
return from his flanks to its affiftance. 


Thinking that> 


the-meafure might poffibly draw on a general action, he- 


fent for a brigade of Britifh, and the 17th light dra- 


goons from Knyphaufen’s divifion, and at the fame time - 


eave directions, that on their arrival they fhould take a 


pofition for covering his right flank. He then made a 
difpofition 
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of the Americans. 

This happened while Lee was reconnoitrine. The 
American column to the left of him under gen. Scott, 
guitted the wood, croffed a morafs, and formed in the 
}plain field about a hundred yards in front of Maxwell ; 
who expected an opportunity to form his brigade, by 
}Scott’s moving to the right as there was a vacancy be- 
Jtween the latter and the troops with Lee. Thefe were 
at. that moment moving to the right, and every ftep 
they gained came nearer to the royal forces, who were 
alfo pufhing to the right of the Americans. Lee’s dif. 
cernment led him immediately to fend off one of his 
aids, with orders to Scott, whom he fuppofed to be in 
the wood on the other fide of the morafs, to halt his 
column: in the wood, and continue there till further 
orders : : that there might be no poffible mifconception, 
another aid was fpeedily difpatched with fimilar orders. 
Before thefe could be delivered, Scott had miftaken the 
movements on his right for a retreat; and apprehended 
danger to his own column in cafe of its remaining where 
he was, notwithftanding his detachment, and Maxwell’s 
brigade with the other troops to the left made full two- 
thirds of Lee’s whele command, and though the enemy 


of the Americans. Under fuch apprehenfion, Scott re- 
croffed the morafs, re-entered the wood, and retreated : 
Maxwell and the others did thé like of courfe. When 
the firft aid reached that part of the wood to which he 
had been diréé&ted, and found that Scott had marched 
off the ground, he rode back: while returnine o,. he met 
rhe eond aid, and acquainted him with what had taken 


place: 


appeared to bend their courfe from the left to the right 
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‘difpofition and advanced in a direétion toward the’ right 1778. 
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1778- place: upon their coming to Lee, and communicating 
their information, the general difcovered much furprife, 
and exprefied his difapprobation’ of Scott’s conduct in 
{trong terms; but immediately upon the intelligence, 
directed a light horfe officer to carry orders to the mar- 
quis de la Fayette to retreat to the Court-houfe. A ge- 
neral retreat now commenced on the right, till the troops 
reached Freehold and a neighbouring wood. When | 
thefe were quitted, the Britifh purfued as far as the vil- |: 
lage, where they halted. Mean while the Americans, 
marched on and paffed the next morafs in front of Carr’s | 
houfe, about half a mile from the village. The retreats 
and advances which took place were attended with can- : 
nonadings on each fide. The halt of the Britith, on 
account of the intenfe heat of the weather, and their | 
having fuffered feverely from fatigue, admitted of the 
Americans halting alfo for a confiderable fpace, which 
heat and fatigue had rendered equally neceffary for ’ 
them. But upon the advance of the Britifh from Free- ' 
hold, and Lee’s difcerning that the pofition he at firft 
meant to occupy with the defign of receiving the enemy 
and baffling their attack, was not fuitable; the whole of 
of his command, Scott, Maxwell, and the others hav- 
ing now joined the corps which before formed the right, 
were ordered to retreat from the neighbourhood of Cart’s | 
houfe toward a wood and eminence behind the morafs 
they had croffed in the morning , which had been pointed 
out to him as a defirable and proper fpot. Before they 
had wholly left the ground about Carr’s houfe, the Bri- | 
tifh cavalry made a fudden and rapid charge upon fome 
parties of the American harfe, who were in the rear re-_ | 
connoitring. It was expected they would have attempted - 

a charge ° 
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a charge ‘on the whole rear, but they did not venture 1778 


upon it. | 
~ Soon after Lee with his columns iffued out of the 
woods below the Court-houfe into the plain, gen. Wafh- 
ington was advancing with the main body of the army 
between Englifh-town and Freehold meeting. Expect 
ng from the information brought him, that the van of 
Lee’s command and the rear of the Britifh would ere 
ong engage, he ordered the right wing under gen. 
Fae 4s go to the right to prevent the enemy’s turn- 
ng his right flank; and then prepared to follow with 


Jhe left: wing dire@ly in Lee’s rear to fupport’ him. 
While this difpofition was making, he learned, to his 
Irreat furprife, from a countryman, that the continental 
Jroops were retreating. Though the account was con- 
jirmed by two.or three perfons whom he met on the 
joad, after moving a few paces forward, yet he appeared. . 


| 


o difcredit it, having-not heard any firing except a few — 


annon a confiderable time before. He rode on, and 
etween Freehold meeting and the morafs, which he had 
aft crofled, met the retreating troops marching toward 
1e fame, as Lee meant that they fhould re-pafs it, and 
1en occupy the ground behind it, where -he propofed 
raking a ftand againft the enemy. Wafhington was 
xceedingly alarmed at finding the advanced corps fall- 
ig back upon the main body, without the leaft notice 
iven him. He defired one of the retreating colonels 
» march his men over the morafs, halt them on the 
ninence, and refrefh them. Seeing Lee at the head 
: the next column, he rode up to him with a degree . 
f aftonifhment and indignation, and propofed. certain 
ueftions that implied cenfure. Lee felt it, and -an-- 
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1748. fwered with warmth and unfuitable language. ‘Hard, and| 
irritating words pafled between them for a fhort fpace,} 
when Wafhington rode on toward the rear of the retreat- 
ing troops. He had not gone many yards before he met} | 

his fecretary, who told him that the Britifh army were} 
within fifteen minutes march of that place, which was) 
the firft intelligence he received of their pufhing on do} 
brifkly. He remained there till the extreme rear of the| 
retreating troops got up, when looking about, and, judg~ 
) ing the ground to be an advantageous {pot for giving, 
3 the enemy the firft check, he ordered col. Stewart’s and) 
lieut. col. Ramfay’s battalions to form, and incline to 
their left, that they might be under cover of a corner, 
of woods, and not be expofed to the enemy's cannon 
infront. Lee having been told by one of ‘his aids, that 
Washington had taken the command, anfwered, “ Then, 
I have nothing further to do;” turned his horfe, and 
rode after his excellency in front. Washington on his 
coming up afked, ‘* Will you command on this ground 
or not? If you will, I will return to the main body, and 
have them formed upon the next height.” Lee replied, i 
¢ It is equal with me where I command,” Wathing- 
ton then told him, “ £ expect-you will take proper mea- 
fures for checking the enemy.” Lee faid, * Your or- 
ders fhall be obeyed, and 1 will not be the firft to leave 
the field.’ Wafhington then rode to the main army, 
which was formed with the utmoft expeditiom on th 
eminence with the morafs in front... Immediately upor 
hisriding off, a warm cannonade commenced between th 
Britifh and the American-artillery on the right of Stew’ 
art and Ramfay; between whom and the advance 


troops of the Britifh army a heavy fire et foon afte! 
if 
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tn the -fkirt of the woods before mentioned. The Britith i778. 
preffed on clofe, their light horfe charged upon the right 
of the Americans, and the Jatter were obliged to give 
way in duch ‘hafte, that the Britith horfe and infantry 
came out of ‘the wood feemingly mixed with them, 
The action then commenced between the Britith and 
col. Livingfton’s regiment, together with Varnum’s 
brigade, which had been drawn up by Lee’s order, and 
lined the fence that ftretched acrofs the open field in 
ront of the bridge over the morafs, with the view of 
Sovering the retreat of the artillery, and the ‘troops ad- 
vanced with them. The artillery had timely retired to 
the rear of the fence, and from an eminence difcharged 
everal grapes of fhot at the Britith, engaged with Li. 
ringfton’s and Varnum’s troops; thefe were foon broken 
ny a charge of the former and retired. The artillery 
vere then ordered off. Prior to the commencement of 
Ihe laft ation, Lee fent orders to col. Ogden, who had 
fawn up in the wood neareft the bridge, to defend that 
oft to the laft extremity, thereby to cover the retreat of | 
}ie whole over the bridge. Lee was one of the lat that 
Jemained on the field, and brought off the rear of the 
treating troops. Upon his addreffing gen. Wathington 
fter pafling the morafs with—« Sir, here are my troops, 
ow is it your pleafure that I fhould difpofe of them ?” 
—he was ordered to arrange them in the rear of Englifh- 
pwn.’ - | | | 

| The check the Britith received, gave time to make 
) difpofition of the left wing and fecond line of the main 
yy in the wood, and on the eminence to which Lee 
ad’ been directed and was retreating. On this wete 
laced fome batttries of cannon by lord Stitling; who 
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1778. commanded the left wing, which played upon the Britif} 
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with great effeét, and feconded by parties of infantry 
detached to oppofe them, effeétually put a ftop to the 
| 


advance. Gen. Greene, who had early filed off to th 
right, on intelligence of the retreat of the advarice| 
corps, marched up, and took a very advantageous pd’ 
{ition on the right of Stirling. The Britifh finding then 

{elves warmly oppofed in front, attempted to turn th} 
American left flank, but were repulfed. They al!’ 
made a movement to the American right with as litt} 
faccefs, Greene having advanced a body of troops wit 
artillery to a commanding piece of oround, which n¢ 
only difappointed their defign, but feverely enfilade 
thofe in the front of the left wing. In addition to thi 
Wayne advanced with a body of troops, and kept up / 
feyere and well directed a fire, that the Britifh we! 
foon compelled to give way. They rétired and: toc 
the pofition about Carr’s houfe, which Lee had befo: 
occupied. Here their flanks were fecured by: thic 
woods and moraffes, while their front could be ay 
proached only through a narrow pais. Wahhingtc 
however refolved to attack them; and for that purpo 
ordered gen. Poor with his own and the Carolina bi. 
gade, to move round upon their right; and gen. Wooc 
ford to their left; and the artillery to gall them in fron 
but they were prevented getting within reach befo. 
dark. They remained upon the ground, which they hy. 


“Been directed to occupy, during the-night, with an i 


tention to begin the attack early the next morning ; at 
the main body continued lying upon their arms in t 


field of aétion, to be in readinefs for fupporting ther 


During the aétion, Wafhington animated his forces | 
: } h 
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langer common to the meaneft foldier, taught them to 
1old. nothing too dear for the good of their country. 
At night he laid down, and repofed himfelf in his cloak 
_atree, in hope, as may be fuppofed, of a general 
tion the enfuing day; for it appears from feveral cir- 
umftances, that he was all along rather defirous of that 
vent, notwithftandine the prevailing contrary opinion 
€ the general officers whom he confulted. In the mean 
ime Sir Henry Clinton’s troops. were employed in re- 
noving their wounded; and about twelve o'clock * at 
ight they marched away in fuch filence, that though 
oor lay extremely near them, their retreat was effected 
vithout his knowledge. They left behind them four 
fficers and. about forty privates, whofe wounds were 
00 dangerous to permit their removal. 

_ The extreme heat of the weather, the diftance Sir Henry 


‘fe 
oO 
= 


Americans, made a purfuit on the part of gen. Wafhing- 
Pp impracticable and fruitlefs. It would only have been 


* In the London Gazette extraordinary, Aug, 24, 1778, Sir Henry 
slinton is reprefented as writing in his official letter—«« Having re- 
ofed the troops till ten at night, to avoid the exceffive heat of the 
ays I took advantage of the moon-light to rejoin lieut, gen. Knyphau- 
Rar _. Poor Will’s Almanack, printed at Philadelphia for Jofeph 

rrukfhank, tells the public, that the new moon was on June 24th, at 
2n in the morning, and that on the 28th of June it fet-cg minutes 
fter ten at night. Sir Henry could have had little advantage from 
ae light of a moon but four days old, and that was to fet in an hour’s 
ime, had he marched off his troops precifely at ten; but if at about 
welve, as gen. Wafhington writes, and which is moft likely to have 
een the cafe, the moon-light below the horizon could not have been 
f any Bayan 
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jad gained by marching in the night, and the fatigue of the - 
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| us gallant example; and by expofing his perfon to every 17786 
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1778. fatal to numbers of the men, feveraliof whom. died: on: 


heit’s thermometer was at 96 degrees in the Jerfeys, and’ 
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the day of action through the exceffive:heat; for Faren= 


is faid to have been 112 at Philadelphia. It was-a deep | 
fandy country through which they marched, almof' | 
deftitute of water; but had there been a plenty, many 
more would probably have perifhed by unguarded drink=_ 
ing toallay their thirft; fome were loft in that way. © Sir 
Henry, without having been joined by the brigade of 
Britifh and the 17th light dragoons from Knyphaufen’s: 
civifion, fecured by his manoeuvres the arrival of the 
royal army in the neighbourhood of Sandy Hook on the? } 
3oth of June, without the: lofs of either the covering’ | 
party or the baggage: but not without a confiderable; } 
diminution of treops; for by a rmederate: calculation, } 
from the evacuation of Philadelphia down to that day, } 
about eight hundred deferted, a great number of whom: | 
were Fleffians. “By the returns of the officers who had | 
the charge of the burying parties, they: left 245 non | 
commiffioned and privates on the field and 4 officers: | 
There were alfo befide thefe, feveral frefh graves and } 


burying holes found near the. field, in which they had... 
put their dead before they quitted it*. Fifty-nine of, | 
their foldiers perifhed without receiving a wound, in thee 

fame. manner as feveral. of’ the Americans, merely ' 
through fatigue and heat. “The lof of lieut. col. Monck= 
ton, who was flain, was much lamented by the Britihh, Upe-. . 
ward. of a.hundred were made prifonersy. iticluding they ° 
officers and privates left upon. the field). On-the: part of : 
the Americans, liewt. col. Bonner andmajor Dickinfon, © 
officers of diftinguifhed merit, were flain;. befide fix, 

* General Wafhington’s letters, . | 
others 
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lothers'of inferior rank, and 61 non-commiffioned: and 177% 
privates, The wounded were 24 officers and 136 non- 
commiffioned and privates. The miffing amounted to 
130, but many of them, having only dropped through 
fatigue, foon joined the'army. Gen. Wafhington com- 
\mended the zeal and bravery of the officers in general, 
but particularized Wayne as deferving fpecial commen- 
‘dation. The behaviour of the troops in general, after 
recovering from the firft furprife occafioned by the retreat 
of the advanced corps, was mentioned as what could 
not be furpafiéd. The public acknowledgments of con- 
erefs were very: flattering to the army, and particularly 
}fo-tothe general and his officers. The general having 
declined all further purfuit, detached only fome light 
troops to’ attend the motions of the royal forces, and 
\drew cff the main body of his army to the borders of 
the North river. | 

The general, on his fecond interview with Lee upon 
the day’ of action, intimated by his re-inftating and 
leaving him in ‘the command of the advanced corps, 
\that he meant to pafS by what had happened, without 
\further notice: but the latter could not brook the ex- 
preffions ufed by the former at their firft meeting, and 
‘therefore wrote him two paffionate letters, which occa- 
fioned his being put under an arreft, and brought to 
trial four days after the action, on the following charges 
exhibited againft him by his excellency—1ft, For dif- 
obedience of orders, in not attacking the enemy on the 
98th of June, agreeable to repeated inftructions:— 
| odly, For mifbehaviour before the enemy on the fame 
day, by making an unneceffary, diforderly and foameful 
L besa se—3jdly, For difrefpe& to the commander in 
Li Ay “S <chiet 
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1778. chief, in two letters dated the 1ft of July,and the 28th}, 
of June., The letter dated the sf of July, was fo dated |. 
through miftake, being written on the 28th of June. | 
On the 12th of Auguft, the court martial, at which 


Jord Stirling prefided, found him guilty upon every |: 
charge, and fentenced him to be fufpended from any } 
command in the armies of the United Statés of North |; 
America, for the term of twelve months.. The terms} 
of the fecond charge were foftened down, as he was | 
only found guilty of mifbehaviour before the enemy, by 
making an unneceflary, and in fome few inftancesy a | 
diforderly retreat. Many were difpleafed with the con- | 
duét of the court martial; and thought he ought not 
to have been found guilty, except upon the laft charge. 
They argued—-“ It appears from Wafhington’s own letter } 
and other circumftances, that it was fubmitted to Lee’s : 
judgment whether to attack, in what manner and when. | 
Lhere was manifeft proof of Lee’s intending to attack } 
in hope of cutting off the enemy’s covering party: but 
he altered his opinion as to the promifing profpect he 
nad of doing it, on his coming into the plain, recon- ! 
noitring the enemy, and concluding that they were more ‘ 
numerous than before fuppofed: and upon finding Scott | 
had quitted the point of wood where he meant to order ' 


him to remain, he judged an immediate retreat necef@ 
fary. “The detachment with which Lee was, amounted © 
to no more than one third of his whole command, Scott’s | 
column, Maxwell’s brigade and the other troops to his 
left being full two thirds. When he began to retire, ‘ 
the main body was more than fix miles diftant, though 
advancing. The enemy’s force was rendered the more | 
formidable by their great fuperiority in cavalry, which — 
| | was 
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was thought to be between four and five hundred.” The 1778+ 
ground being open was by no means advantageous to 
jthe:Americans, as the Britifh cavalry could have turned: » 
itheir flank. Would then an immediate: attack under 
thefe circumftances, though it might have diftreffed the 
enemy’s rear at the firft onfet, have been advifable, as 
it might probably have involved a general action before 
the detachment could have received fupport? Did not 
prudence dictate falling back and taking a new pofition, 
rather than ‘hazarding an action in the plain? If Lee’s 
: judgment ‘determined for the affirmative, how could he 
be declared guilty of difobeying orders? “The circum- 
ftances already noted are in favor of the retreat’s being : 
neceffary in the firft- inftance: and when commenced, 
ithe profecution of it was abfolutely neceffary till a good 
pofition could be taken for making an effectual ftand 
againft the enemy, to which pofition Lee was marching: 
when met by Wafhington. The ftrenuous efforts of the 
Britifh after the main army was drawn up in that pofi- 
tion, before they retired three miles from the fcene of 
action, tend alfo to juftify the commencement of the ~ 
\retreat.. No mention fhould have been made of its 
joeing in a few inftances. diforderly, unlefs fuch inftances 
were really chargeable to Lee’s mifcondué& ; whereas of 
thefe few it. is certain, that fome were owing to fatigue 
and the enormous heat of the weather. ‘The very fen- 
tence of the court martial is in favor of Lee’s innocence: 
jas to the two firft charges, for a year’s fufpenfion from. 
Jcommand is in no wife proportioned to his crimes if 
iguilty.”—Several are of opinion he would not have been 
condemned on thefe two, had it not been for his dif. 
Trefpeétful conduct toward Wafhington. On the other 
na ! hand, 
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hand, fome have furmifed; that his: manceuvres’ were} 


owing either to treachery or want of courage; but they |} 
who have the opportunity of knowing him moft, will| 
be furtheft from fuch apprehenfions *. | 

No fooner had Sir Henry Clinton with the army) 
evacuated Philadelphia, than lord Howe prepared to fail}, 
with the fleet for New York. Repeated calms retarded’; 
his’paffage down the Delaware, fo that he could not quit} 
the river till the evening of June the 28th; however he}: 


anchored off Sandy Hook the next day, followed by: the’ 


tranfports.. The fucceeding day Sir Henry arrived, and} 
the artillery, baggage, and part of the troops were ré-| 
moved from. the main, as the weather permitted ; the) 


reft of the army paffed,.on the sth of July, over a) 


| 


bridge of boats acrofs a narrow channel to Sandy Hooks) 
They were afterward carried up to New York. On the, 
7th, lord Howe received advice that the Toulon fqua-) 
dron was arrived on the coaft of Virginia. Count): 
d’Eftaine anchored at night on the 8th at the entrance: 
of the Delaware, after being 87 days at fea. On that: 
day the count wrote to congrefs: on the receipt of his: 
letter, they fent word to gen. Wafhington, that it was: 
their defire he would co-operate with the count, in the: 


execution of fuch offenfive operations as they fhould 


mutually approve. The fame day the congrefs refolved; 


that a fuitable houfe fhould be provided for Monfieur 


Gerard, and chofe a committee of five to wait on him: 
upon his arrival, and conduct him to his lodgings. The. 
Hee 
_* Tn compiling feveral- of the preceding pages, recourfe has been | 
had to the public letters of Sir Henry Clinton and gen. Wafhington, | 
to various private letters and information, and to gen. Lee’s trial, 
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/next morning @’Eftaing weighed and failed toward the !775+ 
Hook, and in the evening of the rith anchoved with- 1. | 
joutit. Fad not bad weather and unexpected impedi- 
ments prevented, the count muft have furprifed Howe’s 
‘\Aeet in the Delaware, as the latter would not have had 
time to efcape after being apprized of his danger. The 
deftruction of the fleet muft have been the.confequence 
of fuch furprifal ; and that muft have occafioned the in- 
evitable lofs of the royal army, which would have been 
fo enclofed by the French {quadron.on the one fide, and 
‘ithe American forces on the other, that the Saratoga 
cataftrophe muft have been repeated. This fatal ftroke 
would have been of an amount and magnitude (with 
befpea to both the marine and land fervice, and the 
jconfequences hanging upon it) not eafily to be con- 
reived. ‘Fhe prevention of it, by the various hinder- 
unces that d’Eftaing met with on his voyage, ought to 
oe confidered by Great Britain as a fignally SR at 
leliverance. 
Lord: Howe’s fleet confifted only of fix 64 gun aise 
hree of 50, and two of 40, with fome frigates and 
loops. Count d’Eftaing had twelve fhips of the line; 
everal of which were of great force and weight of 
netal, one carrying go, another 80, and fix 74 guns 
rach; he had befide prefent with him, three of the four 
arge! ftout frigates, that had attended him on his voy- 
ge. He anchored on the Jerfey fide, about four miles 
Without the Hook; and American pilots of the firft 
bilities, provided for the purpofe, went on board the 
leet: among them were perfons whofe circumftances 
laced them above the rank of common pilots. Lord 
owe had the advantage of poffeffing the harbour formed 


by 
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1778 by Sandy Hook; the entrance of which is covered by, | 
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a bar, and from whence, the inlet pafles to New York, 


As it could not be known whether the French would | | 
not attempt paffing in force over the bar, it was-necef-. } 
fary that the Britith fhould be prepared to oppofe them. |: 
On this. occafion, a fpirit difplayed itfelf not only in the } 
fleet and army, but through every order and denomina-) | 
tion of feamen, that is not often equalled. The crews. |i 
of the tranfports. haftened with eagernefs to the fleet, , | 
that it might be completely manned: mafters and mates. |: 
folicited employment, and, took their ftations at the guns ; | 
with the common failors: the light infantry, grenadiers, | 
and even wounded officers fo contended to ferve as mas, 
rines on board the men/of. war, that the point of honor, } 


was obliged to be decided: by lot. In a word, the pa-) 


triotifm, zeal, bravery and magnanimity which appeared, : 


at this juncture, was a credit even to Great Britain, , 
Tt muft however be acknowledged, that the popularity / 
of lord Howe, and the confidence founded on his abies} 
lities, contributed not a little to thefe exertions, . But 
the American pilots declaring it impoffible to carry the; 
large fhips of d’Eftaing’s fquadron over. the bar into’ 
the Hook, on account. of their draught of water, and) 
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gen. Wafhington preffing him to fail:to Newport, he. ' 


left the Hook after eleven days tarriance, and in a few 
hours was out of fight. 
vidential, While he remained, about twenty fail of 
veffels bound to New York fell into his poffeffion; they 
were chiefly prizes taken from the Americans: but had 
he ftayed a few days longer, admiral Byron’s fleet mut 
have fallen a defencelefs prey into his hands. . That 
fquadron had met with unufual bad weather 3 and being 

: feparated 
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a il 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 1s7 


feparated in different ftorms, and lingering through a. 1778 : 
‘tedious paflage, arrived, fcattered, broken, fickly, dif- 
}-mafted, or otherwife. damaged, in various degrees of 
) diftrefs, upon different and remote parts of the American 

| -coaft. Between the departure of d’Eftaing and the 
}-30th of July, the Renown of 50 guns from the Weft 
“Indies, the Raifonable and Centurion of 64 and 50 from 
“Halifax, and the Cornwall of 74 guns, all arrived fingly 
-at Sandy Hook. By his fpeedy departure a number of 
.provifion fhips from Cork efcaped alfo, together with 
their convoy. They went up the Delaware within fifty 
miles of Philadelphia after lord Howe had -quitted the 
“river; not having obtained any information of what had 
happened. The-Britifh miniftry had neglected coun- — 
otermanding their deftination, though orders for the eva- 
-cuation of Philadelphia had been fent off fo early, as to 
have admitted of their receiving frefh directions where 
to have fteered before failing. Great. rejoicings were 
made at New York upon their fafe arrival, efpecially as 
provifions were much wanted by both the fleet and 
‘army. en) CE eae Sik: 4 ‘ ; 

As the bar diet all.attempts on the part of 
-@Eftaing againft Howe’s fleet within the Hook, a plan ; 
was ‘concerted for attacking: Rhode. Mand; and gen, 
‘Sullivan, who commanded at Providence, was employed 
in affembling an additional body of New England mih- 
| Such.was the eagernefs of people to co-operate with 
‘their new allies, and their confidence of fucceeding and 
‘reaping laurels, that feme thoufands of volunteers, gen- 
tlemen and others from Bofton, Salem, Newbury. Port, 
Portfmouth,, &c. engaged in the fervices. When 
ain was arrived off, point Judith on the agth, the 
pilots 
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1773, pilots who were to have facilitated his entrance into New- | 


Aug. the morning of Auguft the sth, his operations com- | 
menced, when the Britith fet ‘fire to the Orpheus, Lark, | 
Juno and Cerberus frigates, and feveral other veffels at } 
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port, were wanting, which occafioned a-delay. But.on 


the appearance of two of his fleet ftanding in near Pru- 


dence ifland to attack them. The Flora and Falcon | 
were funk afterward. The next day the American troops | 
marched from Providence to Tiverton under the com- | 


mand of gen. Greene, who had been difpatched by gen. 


Washington from the main army to affift in the expedi- | 
tion. His excellency-alfo fent on the marquis de la } 
Fayette at the head of two thoufand troops, who by a | 
rapid march joined the militia in feafon. Gen. Sullivan’s | 
firft letter to the count informed him, that he was not 
ready to act, and defired that the attack might be fut 
pended. It was agreed between them that they thould 
land their forces at Port{fmouth on the tenth in the morn- ! 
ing. On the eighth the French fieet went up the mid-_ 
dle paflage leading into Newport harbour, when the Bri- 

tifh batteries began a fevere cannonade, which was re= 


turned with great warmth. 


The royal troops on the ifland, having been juft re- 
inforced with five battalions, ‘were about 6000 under the 


command of Sir Robert Pigot, who took every pofible 


meafure of defence. The force under gen. Sullivan. | 


was compofed of about 10,000 men. Upon his receiv- 


ing intelligence early on the ninth, that the enemy ‘had 


evacuated their works at the north end of the ifland, and 
retreated within their lines about three miles from New- 


port, regardleis of the agreement with d’Eftaing, he | 


concluded (as it appeared to him beft) to pufh over 
Nisahin hi with- 
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in motion ; about eight o’clock the right: wing, under 
igen. Greene, began to crofs from Tiverton, and the reft 
of the Americans followed inorder. The Maffachufetts 
amilitia-were attended by Mr. Hancock as their major 
general, About two in the afternoon a ‘fleet confifting 
of near 25 fail was difcovered flanding in for Newport, 
which came to off point Judith for the night. Lord 
Howe had determined to attempt the prefervation. of the 
Jifland ; but notwithftanding all his exertions could not 
reach fight .of it, till the day after the French fleet had 
entered the harbour. Though his own exceeded ‘the 
other in point of number, yet it was far inferior with 
refpect to effective force and weight of metal. He had 
jone thip of 74 guns—feven of 64—five of so——fix from 
144 to 32—and twelve fmaller veffels, including fire thips 
jand bomb ketches. When he firft appeared, the gar- 
}rifon:were much elated, but upon learning that he brought 
no provifion, of which they were nearly exhaufted, they 
were equally dejected. A fudden change of wind fa- 
voring the count, heftood out to fea with all his fqua- 
Jdron, about eight o’clock the next morning. They were ro. 
jicverely cannonaded as they paffed by the batteries, but. 
received no material damage. Howedeeming the wea- 
ther gage too great an advantage to be added to the 
fuperior force of the count, contended for that object 
with all the fkill of an experienced feaman; while the 
count was as eager to preferve it. This conteft pre- 
vented anengagement on that day ; but the wind on the 
following {till continuing adverfe to the defign of Howe, 
Jhe determined to make the beft of prefent circumftances, 
jand await the approach of the count. A ftrong gale 
| which 


| 
| 
| 
without ‘lofs.of time. Fhe army was immediately putt778- 


Wid 


E773. which increafed to a violent tempeft, and continued for'| 


Aug. 


16. 
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near 48 hours, put by the engagement. Two of the] 
French fhips were difmafted, and others much damaged.| 
The Languedoc of go-guns, d’Eftaing’s own fhip, lott, 
her rudder and all her mafts; and was met in that con-}, 
dition on the evening of the 13th, by the Renown of 50} 
Capt. Dawfon bore down without. hoifting co-|: 
The count ordered capt. Caleb Gardner, who} 
was on board as a pilot, to hail him, that he might} 
know what fhip it was. Dawfon made no anfwer, but| 
ran with a full fail and fair wind till he was under the} 
ftern of the Languedoc, then hoifted Englith colours,| 
fired in great and {mall fhot; and mufketry, and failed | 
off. The Languedoc upon that fired two chace guns} 
after him, when he never attempted to approach het | 
more. ‘The fame evening the Prefton of 50 guns, come) 
modore Hotham, fell in with the Tonant of 80: gung,} 
with only her main-maft ftanding, and attacked her: with» 
{pirit, but night put an end to the engagement. The) 
junction of ie fail of the French {quadron, prevented : 
all further attempts upon their two difabled fhips, by the» 
Renown and Prefton the next morning. On the 16th, 
the Ifis.cf so guns, capt. Raynor, was chaced by, the; 
Czefar, capt. Bougainville, a French 74 gun. Neither: 
had fuffered in the tempeft. A clofe and defperate, en-: 
easement was maintained on both fides, with the greateft 
obftinacy,: for an hour and a half, within piftoh shot. | 
The Caefar at length put before the wind and failed off, 
the captain having lofthis arm, the lieutenant his leg} a: 
number of men béing killed'and wounded, and the fhip! 
paecicnly damaged. The Ifis had fuffered fo in her 

Kmiec? 3 ciao ws | ; vt alwropemali 


guns. 
lours. 
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mafts and rigging, that fhe could not attempt a pa 17780 
uit. | 

| The troops under gen. Sullivan now demand our at- 
ention. When they had landed, they pofieffed them- 
elves of the heights near the north end of the ifland. 

Chey fuffered no lefs than the fhips by the tempeft. 

Che wind blew moft violently, attended with a flood of 

ain through the whole day of the rath, and increafed 

> at night, that not a marquee or tent could ftand: fe- 

eral of the foldiers perifhed by the feverity of the ftorm, 

aany horfes died, the. greateft part of the ammunition 
Jelivered to the troops was damaged, and the condition 

if the army was deplorable. On the 14th, the ftorm 

yas over, and the weather clear and fine. . The garrifon- 
faving enjoyed better accommodations and greater fe- 
Jurity than the Americans, Sir Robert Pigot had a: 

ar Opportunity of attacking the latter while difpirited 

nd. worn down by the painful {cenes from which they 
id yuft emerged. Gen. Greene and fome Britith offi- 
ers are of opinion, that a bold and vigorous onfet under 
efe circumftances would have been highly proper and 
ecefsful. But as nothing of this kind happened, the 
ry was fpent by the ‘Americans in drying their clothes, 
‘cc. and getting in order for an advance. The next 
corning they marched at fix o’clock, and took poft 
out two miles from the Britifh lines. By the 20th 
ey had opened two four gun batteries; but their 
proaches were flow. About two o’clock in the after- 
yon the French fleet was difcovered {landing for New- 
Iort. At feven gen. Greene and the marquis de la Fayette. 
Jent on board the Languedoc, to confult upon mea- 
Jres proper to be purfued for the fuccefs of the expe- 
} Vor. II. M =<. dition 
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_ #978. dition ‘in whieh they were: engaged. They urged (Ef |, 
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taing to return with his fleet into Newport harbour. He} 
was apparently inclined to a compliance: but all the cap- 
tains arid principal officers on board were rather un- |, 
friendly’to him. | He being a land officer, they thought}, 
st an affront to their undefftandings, and a piece of ins | 
juftice done to their merits and fervices to have him ap-|, 
pointed to the command over their heads. ‘They therefore}, 
ctofled hit in every meafure, that looked like giving} 
him any kind of reputation, in order if poflible to bring| 
him into difgrace, His inftruétions from the court of |, 
France wefe to 60 to Bofton, if the fleet. met with any | 
misfortune, or if there appeared a fuperior Britith fleet, 
upon the coait. The count had: met with a misfortune,) 
the Ceefar which had fteered for Bofton was mifling, and), 
a fuperior Britifh fleet was expected. All the officers, 
infifted upon his following the inftructions, and entered. 
into a formal proteft againft profecuting the expedition. 
atiy further. About twelve o’clock at night of the 2 if, 


Greene arid the marquis returned, and made a report of 
what had paffed. The next day letters went on beard, 
from gens. Sullivan and Hancock; as alfo a proteft 
dated—~Camp before Newport, Aug. 22, 1778—-and) 
fiened by John Sullivan, N. Greene, John Hancock, 
}V Glover, Ezek. Cornell, W m. Whipple, John Tyler, 
Sélomon Lidvell, Jon: Fitconel: «They protefted in a. 
(aleran fnannér againft the count’s taking the fleet to. 
Bafton, as derogatory to the henor. of France, contrary, 
to the intention of his moft Chriftian: majefty and the 
‘nttreft of his nation, and deftruétive in the higheft de-' 
pree to the welfare of the United- States of America,, 
and highly injérious to the alliance formed’ between the 

a se two 


ee 


f 


AMERICAN’ REVOLUTION. 162 


| 
| 
| 
r nations, One of the reafons afigned for the protett 1778, 
was, that the army and ftores collected for the reduc- 
‘ion of the ifland would be liable to Be loft, by an op- 
portunity’s being given to the enemy to cutoff the 
‘ommunication with the main, and totally to prevent 
he retreat of the army. The beft apology that can be 
nade for this proteft is, that it was defiened ‘asa fineffe 
Jo induce the captains of thé French fleet to confent to 
fs returning into the harbour of Newport. But it had 
Jot this effect, and met with a fpirited anfwer from the 
Jount, who failed on thé fame day for Bofton. Sullivan 
Fas fo chagrined at the departure of the fleet, that con- 
ary to all found policy, he gave out in. general orders 
n the '44th—-“ The general cannot help damenting: the 
iden and :unexpected departure. of the: French flecr, 
» he finds it has a tendency to difcoutage fome who 
jaced great dependence upon the affitafiedt of it, though 
2 can’ by. no ‘means fuppofe’the army. or any? part of it 
idangered by this movement. He yethopes thé event: 
il prove America able to. procure that by her own 
ms; which her allies refufe to-affift in obtaining.” Pwo 
ys after, in new orders; he endeavoured to fmooth 
F the reflection contained in it, by declaring he rheant 
'¢ to infinuate that the departure of the’ French fleet 
| is owing to a fixt determination not to aMift in the enz 
*prife, and would not wifh to give the leat. colour té 
generous and illiberal minds to make fuch unfair 
erpretations.. Count d’Eftaing, when arrived in Bof- 
1 port, wrote to congrefs on the 26th, and in his lets 
‘ mentioned—the embarraffments of the king? s {qua 
Jon as well on account of water as bata Gee: how 
; png were deceived with regard to thefe two articles, 


" ee Bao which 
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1778. which were growing more and more important—that it 
was neceflary for him to confine all his attention to the 
prefervation of the fquadron, and reftoring it to a con-| 
dition to aét—that he was no longer at liberty to de-} 


» 


pend on deceitful expectations of watering and getting, 
provifions. He juftified his repairing to Bofton from the 
fituation of his fhips, the advices of a {quadron from 
Europe, the ignorance of what was become of lord 
Hlowe’s fleet, and the advantage that his lordfhip would 
have had for attacking him had he returned into New ! 
port. He allo expreffed his difpleafure at the proteft. 4 
It appears unreafonable to cenfure the count for re! 
pairing to Bofton, when all his. officers infifted fo upor 
the meafure; though had he returned into Newport, 
the garrifon would moft probably have capitulated before 
Howe could have fuccoured them. Upon the fleet’: 
failing for Bofton, it was faid— There never was 7 
profpect fo favorable, blafted by fach a fhameful defer. 
tion.” A univerfal clamor prevailed againft the Frenel 
nation: and letters were fent to Bofton containing thi 
moft bitter invectives, tending to prejudice the inhabi 
tants againft d’Eftaing and all his officers, to countera¢ 
which the cooler and more judicious part of the com 
munity employed their good fervices. Between two ant 


\h 


Vv 


, 


| by ftorm, would have been too hazardous, had all th 
volunteers and militia remained, for the bulk of th 
troops had never been in action: the neceffity of a te 
eo | tre 
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| 
| 
reat was therefore apparent (as foon as there was a cer- 1778+ 
ainty of the French fleet’s being gone) though in the 
Fannie of the 23d the Americans had opened batteries 
onfifting in the whole of 17 pieces of heavy artillery, 
ten inch mortars and three five and a half howitzers. 
sreene was againit retreating haftily, left the appearance 
f timidity and inferiority fhould bring out the enemy 
pon them: but he and Glover prepared for an expe- 
itious retreat, in cafe Clinton fhould arrive with a re- 
forcement, that fo no damage might enfue from the 
elay. By the 26th all the fpare heavy artillery and bag- 
age was fent off the ifland; and on the 28th at night, 
yetween nine and ten o’clock, the army began to move 

» the north end. It had been that day refolved in a 
ouncil of war, te remove thither, fortify the camp, fe- 
jure a communication with the main, and hold the 
round, till it could be known whether the French fleet 
Jould foon return to their affiftance. The marquis de 
. Fayette by requeft of the general officers, fet off for 
jofton to requeft their fpeedy return. The count could 
ot confent to the return of the fleet, but made a fpirited 
ffer of leading the troops under his command from 
ofton, and of co-operating again{ft Rhode-Ifland. The 
hiarch of Sullivan’s army was conducted with great or- 
er and regularity, and the troops arrived on their ground 
bout three in the morning, with all the baggage, f{tores, 
Ic. About feven, they were alarmed by a brifk fire be 
¥ mufketry in their front, between their advanced corps © 
¥ infantry and the enemy, who had pufhed out after 
diem upon difcovering the retreat. Sullivan afked the © 
Jpinion of the generals upon the occafion, and Greene 
Hite to march and meet them, for he truly fuppofed 

? M 3 : that 
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778. that they were come out in {mall detachments which | 
might be cut to pieces; and further apprehended, that 
by advancing in force upon the weftern road, they might |, 
poffibly ‘head that part of the enemy which marched}, 
down. upon the eaftern, and fo unexpectedly: poffels 


themfelves of Newport. Had this meafure beenadopte | 
ed, the Americans would probably have gained very | 
great advantages, as the whole of the enemy’s force on 
the weftern road confifted only of the Heffian chaffeurs} 
and the Anfpach regiments of Voit and Seaboth under | 


gen. Lofsberg. On the eaft road was gen. Smith with|; 
the 22d and 43d regiments, and the flank companies of} 
the 38th and s4th. Yo the latter were oppofed col. : 
Henry B.,Livingfion and his light troops; to the former | 
lieut. col. Laurens with hiss The enemy’s fuperiority | 
in numbers obliged each to give way, but a retreating) 


fire was kept up with the greateft order. The advanced 
corps being reinforced, they gave the enemy a check, 
made a gallant refiftance, and at length repulfed them. | 
But the Britifh commander fending reinforcements to: 
both Lofsberg and Smith, the Americans. were obliged ; 
to retire nigh to the front line of the main army, which. 
was drawn up in order of battle. The Britifh advanced | 
very near to the American left, but were repulfed by : 
Glover, and retired to Quaker-hill) The royal troops | 
foon availed themfelves of two heights on Sullivan’s | 
right ; where they placed feveral pieces of artillery, and, 
began about nine o’clock, a fevere cannonade on a re-: 
doubt, an advanced poft on his right, which was return- 
ed with double force. Skirmifhing continued between | 
the advanced parties until near ten; when two. Britith 
floops of war and other armed veflels, having gained his 
: right 
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right flank and began a fire, their aflociates on, land cg 
Beat their force that way, endeavoured to turn Sullivan’s 
right under cover of the fhips, and to tale his advanced. 
i dnibiea which brought on a warm and brifk fire of 
Fl between the contending parties, that was kept 
ip by each fide’s throwing in reinforcements, till the 
yétion became in fome degree general, and near 1200 
Americans were engaged. ‘The laft of thefe that were 
ent forward, got up juft in time to prevent the fuccefs 
f the enemy, who were. making their. third effort to 
ake the redoubt: but they were broken, and retreated 
jo the heights in great confufion, leaving on the field 
many of their killed and wounded, After the retreat, 
he field of battle could not be approached by either 
arty, without being expofed to the cannon of the other 
xmy.. The heat of the action was from two till near 
Jhree o’clock in the afternoon. The firing of artillery 
Jontinued through the day ; the mufketry with intermif- 
on fixhours. The Americans make their lojs in killed 
0, im wounded 132, and in miffing 44, The Britifh 
ccount makes their killed 38, wounded 210, and mif- 
Ingit2. Gen. Greene in a letter to the commander in 
Ihief faidy “ Our troops behaved with great fpirit, and 
re brigade of militia under gen. Lovell, advanced with 
Jreat refolution, and in good order, and ftood the fire 
If the enemy with great firmnefs. Lieut. col, Living- 
‘on, col. Jackfon, and col. H, B. Livingfton, did them-_ 
I:lves great honor, in the tranfactions of. the day, but it 
|, not in my power to do juftice to col. Laurens, who 
&ed both the general and partizan. His command of 
eeular troops was {mall, but he did every thing poffible 
| rhhis we by their numbers.” ‘I'he brigade under gen. 
| a 4 Lovell 
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I 


168 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


1778. Lovell belonged to the Maffachufetts. Greene who 


Aug 


commanded in the attack did himfelf the higheft honor}: 
by the judgment and bravery he exhibited. He attend-}: 
ed ftriétly to the action the whole time, watching the) 
movements of the enemy, and where to throw in the ne-| 
ceflary reinforcements. Gen. Sullivan the next morn+ 
ing received advice, that lord Howe had again failed}: 
that a fleet was off Block Ifland, and that dE Raing 
could not come fo 'foon as he expected, on which it was 
concluded to evacuate Rhode Ifland. The fentries 0 
both armies being within 400 yards of each other, the 


oreateft attention was requifite. ‘To cover the defigr 
30. of retreating, a number of tents were brought forward 


and pitched in fight of the enemy, and the whole army 
employed in fortifying the camp. At the fame time} 


| 


the heavy baggage and ftores were falling back and crof| 
fing through the bay, At dark the tents were ftruck 
the light baggage and troops pafied down, and by twelvi 
o’clock the main army had crofied. It was about: thai 
time when the marquis de la Fayette arrived from Bof 
ton. He was moft fenfibly mortified that he was-not 1 
the action. ‘That he might not be out of the way!" 
cafe of one, he had rode from the ifland to Boftor 
near 70 miles diftant, in feven hours, and returned 
fix and a half. He got back time enough to bring!o: 
the picquets, and other parties, that covered ‘the: retre: 
of the army, which he did in excellent order: >not ' 
man was left behind, nor the fmalleft article lofte: Tr 
honor arifing from fo good a retreat, though great, ih 
not compenfate for the fore difappointment gen. Sul! 
van met with, when in fall expectation of taking New 
port, The place mutt have fallen had not-countid’ | 

tain 


| 
| 
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king left- the harbour; or had he.returned after chafing 1778- 
lord. Howe-to a confiderable diftance.. The. glory. of 
Leitine a Britifh fquadron, and of obtaining a tri- 
umph over a firft rate naval officer, and a country again{t 
which he had a perfonal animofity (though in. profpect 
only) tempted him as may be thought, into a fituation 
that proved the ruin of the principal object in view, when 
he fteered from before Sandy Hook for Newport, and 
agreed upon a co-operation with Sullivan’s army. The 
fleet off Block Ifland was bound for Rhode Ifland, and 
had on board Sir Henry Clinton with about 4000 troops. » 
Sir Henry hoped to have effected a landing, fo as to 
have made Sullivan’s retreat very precarious, but the 
latter was completed the night before his arrival. The Sept. 
jday after, Lord Howe, who had changed his courfe ** 
‘upon hearing that d’Eftaing had left Rhode Iland, ar- 
‘rived off the entrance of Bofton port in the evening. 
‘Upon obferving the pofition of the French fleet, and . 
‘deeming every attempt againft them ineligible, he left 
the Bofton.coaft the next morning: but his appearance 
‘invand ftanding-up the- bay to the entrance of the port, 
fpread a prodigious alarm. Sir Henry being difappoint- 
ed, returned for New York ; but off New London left 
}| the fleet; with direGtions to gen. Grey to proceed. to Bed- 
‘ford: and the neighbourhood, where feveral. American 
privateers reforted, and.a number of captured fhips lay. 

|) They reached. the place of deftination on the. fifth of 
|. September; the troops were immediately landed, and 
| between fix in the-evening and twelve the following day, 
deftroyed about 70 fail. of fhipping, befide a number 
‘of {mall craft. They alfo burnt the magazines, wharfs, 

) Rores, warchoufes, vefiels on the ftocks, all-the dwelling 

| houfes 
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4778 houfes at M‘Pherfon’s wharf, and the principal part of } 
the houfes at the head of the river, together with the } 
mills and fome houfes on the eaft fide of the river. . Bed- } 
ford, or as it is frequently called Dartmouth, fuffered | 
to the amount of near 20,0001. fterling in ratable pro+} 
perty, viz. buildings. The other articles deftroyed were: | 
worth a much more confiderable fum, ~The troops} 
proceeded from thence to Martha’s Vineyard, where } 
they deftroyed a few veffels, and made a requifition of } 
the militia arms, the public money, 300 oxen, and | 
10,000 fheep, which was complied with. The laft contri= | 


+ 


pution was a moft defirable one, and afforded a grate= 


ful repaft to thoufands upon being fafely conveyed to) | 
New York. 7 ent ae |) 
Here let me clofe our account of military operations, 
with an extract from gen. Wafhington’s letter of Au- / 
* guit the 20th, and then attend to the negotiations of 
the Britifh commiffioners and the aéts of congrefs. » His) } 
excellency thus expreffed himfelf— It is not a little f 
pleafing, nor lefs wonderful to contemplate, that after - 
two years manoeuvring and undergoing the ftrangeft 
viciflitudes, that perhaps ever attended any one conteft ‘ 
fince the creation, both armies are brought back to the 
very point they fet out fromy and that what was the’ | 
offending party in the beginning, is now reduced to 
the ufe of the fpade and pick-axe for defence. The - 
hand of Providence has been fo confpicuous in all this, 
that he muft be worfe than an infidel that lacks: faith, | 
and more than wicked that has not gratitude enough to’ 
acknowledge his obligations.” ie 
Governor Johnftone, meaning to avail himfelf of ' 
former connections, endeavoured to commence or renew. 
a prie 
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4 private correfpondence, with feveral members. of con= 1778+ 
grefs,.and other perfons of confideration. In his letters _ 

o them he ufed a freedom with the authority under 
which he acted, not cuftomary with thofe intrufted with 
delegated power, and>afforded fuchia degree of appro- 
bation’ to the conduct of the Americans in the paft re- 
filtance which they had made, as is feldom granted by 
|negotiators to their opponents. In a letter to Jofeph 
Reed»efq; of April the 11th, he faid—* The man who 
can be inftrumental in bringing us all to act once more 
in harmony, and to unite together the various powers 
which this conteft has drawn forth, will deferve more 
from the king and people, from patriotiim, humanity 
and all the tender ties that are affected by the quarrel 
jand reconciliation, than ever was yet beftowed on human 
kind.” On the 16th of June he wrote to Robert Mor- 

ris efq;—** I believe the men who have conducted the 
| affairs of America uncapable of being influenced by im- 
proper motives; but in all fuch tranfactions there is rifk, 
and I think that whoever ventures fhould be fecured ; 
at the fame time, that honor and emolument fhould na- 
turally follow the fortune of thofe who have fteered the 
vefflel in the ftorm, and brought her fafely to port. I 
}hink Wafhington and the prefident have a right to 
Ievery favor that grateful nations can beftow, if they could 
once more unite our intereft, and {pare the miferies and: 


June 


Wdevaftations of war.” On Sunday the a:ft of June, 21. 
Mr. Reed received a written meflage from Mrs. Fergu- 

Yon, expreffing a defire to fee him on bulinefs, which 

ould not be committed to writing. On his attending 
in the evening agreeable to her appointment, after fome 
‘previous converlation, fhe enlarged upon the great ta- 
| dents 


‘ 


1778. 


july 
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lents and amiable qualities of gov. Johnftone, and added, 
that in feveral converfations with her, he had echicia | 
the moft favorable fentiments of Mr. Reed; that it | 
was particularly wifhed to engage his intereft to pro- | 
mote the objeéts of the Britifh commiffioners, viz. a |, 
re-union of the two countries, if confiftent with his |, 
principles and judgment; and that in fuch cafe it. could | 
not be deemed unbecoming or improper in the Bntifh | 
government to take a favorable notice of fuch conducts | | 
and that in this inftance Mr. Reed might have ten thou- | 
fand pounds fterling, and any office in the colonies in | 
his majefty’s gift. Mr. Reed finding an anfwer was ex- | 
pected, replied—* L am not worth purchafing, but Juch 
as I am the king of Great Britain is not rich enough to do 
it.” However right the principles might be, on which , | 
this infinuating fcheme of conciliation was adopted, its 
effects were ahead On the gth of July, congrefs , 
ordered—-“ That all letters received by members © 
congrefs from any of the Britifh commiffioners or their, 
agents, or from any fubject of the king of Great Britain, 
of a public nature, be laid before congrefs.” ‘The above 
letters being communicated, and Mr, Reed making a 
declaration of what has been above related, congrefs 
refolved that the fame “ cannot but be confidered as | 
direct attempts to corrupt and bribe the congrefs—T hat | 
as congrefs feel, fo they ought to demonitrate, the 


( 
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es 


higheft and moft pointed indignation againft fuch daring | 
and atrocious attempts to corrupt their integrity—And » 
that it is incompatible with the honor of congrefs to 
hold any manner of correfpondence or intercourfe with 
the faid George Johnftone efq; efpecially to negotiate 
with: him upon. affairs in. which, the caule of liberty 18°. 
con- 
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concerned.” Their proceedings in this bufinefs: were 1778+ 
exprefied in the form of a declaration, a copy of which 
‘was ordered to be figned by the prefident and fent by 
a flag to the commiffioners at New York. This decla- 
tation drew out an exceeding angry and vehement one 


from the gentleman in queftion, in which the immediate 
operations of paffion were rather too apparent. ‘Ihe 
\tone’of his publication accorded but badly with the high 
Jand flattering eulogiums which he had fo lately. beftowed 
on the Americans, in thofe very letters which were the 
fubje&t of the prefent conteft. It was dated the 26th 
of Auguft, and tranfmitted to congrefs: together with 
a declaration of the fame date from lord Carlifle, Sir 
‘Henry Clinton, and Mr. Eden, which went to a total 
land folemn difavowal, fo far as related to the prefent 
fabjeGt, of their having had any knowledge, directly or 
indireétly, of thofe matters fpecified by congrefs. The 
‘declarations were accompanied by a requifition from 
} the three laft named commiffioners refpecting the troops 
lately ferving under gen. Burgoyne, in which they offered 
to ratify the convention, and required permiffion for the Sept. 
‘embarkation of the troops. But congrefs refolved, 4+ 
«© That no ratification of the convention, which may 
“be tendered in confequence of powers, which only reach 
that cafe by conftruction and implication, or which may 
-fubject whatever is tranfacted relative to it to the future 
approbation or difapprobation of the parliament of Great 
Britain, can be accepted by conerefs.” 
When all hope of further negotiation with congrefs 
was at an end, the commiffioners directed their future 
| publications in the manner of appeals to the people at 
} large; whereby they feemingly milgsa the charge re- 
: 2 peatédly 
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+778. peatedly made, thatrtheir-only objet was, under the ins/’ 


fidious appearance ‘of ‘conciliation; toéxcite either afes} 
paration among: the’ colonies, or the people to tumults | 


again{t their refpeétive governments. Congres not ofly |’ 
permitted, but forwarded the republifhment of all: mats} 
ters upon the fubject ; while different American writers |: 
undertook: to obviate the effect, which the publications | 
iffued by the commiffioners might have upon the body | 
of the people. The ftrongeft argument which’ -the | 
Americans advanced upon’ the occafion* was, that they | 
had already concluded a folemn treaty with France for | 
the eftablifhment and on the footing of their indepens | 
dencé; that fhould they break their faith with France, 
they would forfeit their credit with all foreign nations} | 
be confidered ‘as faithlefs and infamous, and for evers } 
mote be cut off from even the hope of foreign fuccour? | 
and that at the fame time they fhould be thrown on thé | 
mercy ‘of thofe, who had already purfued every-meas > 
fure of fraud, force, cruélty and deceit, for their: dea Jj 
ftruction ; as neither the king, the minifters, nor the pars ' 
lament of Great Britain, would be under the neceffity of — 
ratifying any one condition which they agreed upon with 
the commiffioners ; or, if they even found it neceflary 
to ratify them for prefent purpofes, it would be only to 
call'a ‘new parliament and then to-undo the whole. 7 
The appeals of the commifioners to the people prov= 
ing ineffectual, they changed their condu& and des ° 
nounced hoftility and deftruction, in their moft terrifié 
forms, to thofe who had rejected conciliation and friend- 
fhip.. They publifhed a fignal valediGtory manifefto and’ 
proclamation ; and therein warned the people of the total 
arid material change which was to take place in’ the 
q , — future 
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forure conduct of shoftilities, . Ahold they fill petfevere.;45¢, 
in ‘their obftinacys sand -mofe.efpecially as that’ was faid 
to. be: fourided, upon’ the, pretended alliance with France. 
‘The Americans were virtually threatened with: all the 
extremes of war; and, to have their country defolated. 
Beit noted that ‘* The conceflions made in the: mani- 
fefte and proclamation by the commiffioners, contain a 
Jrenunciation of every. principle upon which the king’s 
Iminifters have pretended .to juftify the foundation, or 
the purfuit of any one object of the war. Thus the ire- 
trievable difgrace of having waged a cruel war for un+ 
ppeaels and deftructive ends, is:fixed upon Britain, by 
Ja public avowal-upon principle, that the terms ‘offered 
by America in 1774, before the war, ought to have been 
accepted as foundations of peace, from their own in- 
trinfic equity and merit, as being more déneficial to the 
protber: country and more fafe to ail parties *,’ . Sévéral 


ackages of mianifeftos, which enclofed a number 
zane into the German language, and one printed on 
Wellum and figned by lord Carlifle, Sir Henry Clinton 
and Waulliam Eden efq; were made up in order .to be 
Jent with flags to congrefs and the particular ftates-in the 
anion. Congrefs upon being informed of it, declared 
that the agents employed to diitribute the faid: papers 


vere not entitled to protection from a flag, while engaged 
n the profecution of fuch nefarious —purpofes; and)res 
ommended it tothe feveral ftates to fecure and keep 
hem in clofe cuftedy, but at the fame time to print)the 
manifeftos in the newfpapers, to convince the pedple 
‘vf the Bs defiens of the commiffioners., Ehey 
‘fo publifhed a manifefto on their part, in which they: 
Bh ayptig” eee * Hartley, 


Pe 
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3778 complained bitterly of the mode practifed by the sist 
in carrying: on the war, of the treatment their foldierg, 
and failors had met with, and of their meanly affailing 
the reprefentatives of America with bribes, with deceit)! 
and the fervility of adulation. After other charges, ex. | 
prefled in the fevereft language, they concluded with, 

folemnly declaring —* If our enemies prefume to exe- 

cute their threats, or perfift in their prefent career of 

barbarity, we will take fuch exemplary vengeance: as . 

fhall deter others from a like conduct. We appealta 

that God who fearcheth the hearts of men, for the rec+, 
titude of our intentions; and in his holy prefence ded 
clare, that as we are not moved by any light and haf 


fugeeftions of anger or revenge, fo, through every. po 
fible change of fortune, we will adhere to this our de) 


termination.” Am 
The commiffion has been attended with the fingulan, 
circumftance of a letter from the marquis de la Fayette. to, 
the earl of Carlifle, challenging that nobleman, as firft 
commifioner, to the field, there to anfwer in his own 
perfon, and in fingle combat, for fome harfh reflection: 
on the conduct of the French court and nation, which; 
appeared in thofe public inftruments, that he and. his 
brethren had iffued in their political capacity. Then 
experience and heat of youth hurried him into this im- 
propriety againft the advice of his warmelt. American’ 
friends, who forefaw that his challenge would of. necellity 
be flighted. 4 
The other proceedings of congrefs, visi have beer 
pafied over, while the negotiation has been confidered, 
are now to be related. I 1 tis! 
Congrefs 


\ 
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|» Congrefs being convinced by'experience, that the re- 1778. 
zulation of prices was an evil, and increafed inftead of 
effening the difficulties it was meant to cure, recom- i 
nended in the beginning of June, to the feveral legifla- 
ures that had adopted the meafure, the fufpenfion or’ 
epeal of their laws’ for that purpofe. The commiffary 
seneral, col. Wadf{worth, had no hope of feeding the 
tmy, while the regulating acts prevailed. Before the 
‘commendation it was fupplied by a violation of the 
&s, or by contraéts made’ ere they took place. Con- eS 
jrefsadjourned to meet the Thurfday followingat the ftate- 
oufe’in Philadelphia. When a fufficient number of ftates , 
ere reprefented, they had before them a packet of letters 7. 
hich had paffed between gen. Heath and gen. Phillips, 
jonfequent to the death of lieut. Richard Brown of the 
)1it Britith regiment belonging to the convention troops 

+ Cambridge.” He determined upon paffing the lines 
athe ryth’of June (in a chaife, between two women 

" eafy yirtue) ‘contrary to general orders. ‘The fentry 
pon ftopping him was treated with contempt. The 
utenant would go on without affigning any reafon, 
jough repéatedly ordered to ftop, on which the fentry 
jot him through the head at Profpett hill) The lan- 
tage of Phillips’s letter upon the occafion was fo of- 
nfive, that Heath confined him to his quarters, under 
guard; and infifted on his’ figning a new parole. 
jhefe meafures produced other letters provand con. - 
jhe whole were fubmitted to the infpeGtion of congrefs, 

‘no approved of Heath’s condué. | ta 
They had before them a paper from Mr. Gerard, 
‘erein he thanked them for the quick difpateh with: 
‘ich they had provided for the firft wants of the French 

wy Welt. * N {quadron ; 
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1778- fquadron,; it was accompanied with a memorandum of chs ‘ 
provilions that would be further wanted. Congrefs 
meaning to procure it upon the eafieft terms, sons | 
a committee to make the purchafes; but Mr. Chafe, 
one of the Maryland delegates, improved the nomic 
his feat fecured him, for directing in feafon a private | 
acquaintance to buy; and thereby counteracted the com- |, 
mittee fo effectually, that they could not anfwer the end | 
of their appointment. It is no extravagant conjecture, | ! 
that Mr. Chafe thared in the profits made by his com- | 
munications. | | 

Aug. The honorable fieur masaened was introduced. to an), 
audience by two members of congrefs appointed for the. 

purpofe, and being feated in his chair, his fecretary de- | 

livered to the prefident a letter from his, moft chriftian , ' 

majefty, informing his very dear great friends and alli 70S» . 

that he had nominated the fieur Gerard, to. refide among 

them in the quality of minifter plenipotentiary. The 
minifter was, after the reading of it, announced to the 
houfe ; whereupon he arofe and addreffed congrefs ina, 
fpeech, which when finifhed in the French languages. 
was delivered by his fecretary to the prefident; to a | 

latter returned an anfwer in Englith. A profufion, 
of se ogt lice pafied upon the occafion, in the hear-, 
ing and prefence of a numerous audience; for the vice- 
préfident,. the eupiens executive eouncil, the fpeaker 

and. affembly | of Pennfylvania, were invited to be there s. 

and each menaber of congre{s had the liberty of giving 

wo tickets for the admictance of other perfons. An 
entertainment given by congrefs to the fieur Gerard, 
clofed. the novel, ymport tant, and joyful tranfactions, of 


the day. 
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Clinton for paffports to American veffels to tranfport pro- 

vifions and fuel to Bofton for the ufe of the convention: 
“TOPS 5 and that if fuch paffports were not granted 
within three days after application, or meafures adopted 
sy him for fupplying them by the sth of October, they 
would deem themfelves juftifiable in removing the faid 
jroops to fuch parts of the United States as they can 
ye beft fubfifted in. The applications to Sir Henry 
liaving had no effect, they refolved on the 16th of 
Dé&ober, that the neceffary {teps fhould be taken for 
‘Jemoving, with all convenient fpeed, the convention pri- 


- Congrefs proceeded to the election of a minifter ple- 
Jipotentiary to the court of France, and the ballots being 
aken, Doétor Benjamin Franklin was ele@ed. In theit 
wtructions to him on the 26th of October, he was di- 
ected to obtain, if poffible, the French king’s confent 
br expunging from the treaty of commerce the rith 
ind rath articles, as inconfiftent with that equality and 
}:ciprocity which form the beft fecurity for perpetuating 
} ve whole. The marquis de la Fayette had entered into 
Irangements with congrefs for co-operating with the 
surt of France in an expedition againft Canada; the 
Jian of which the doétor was alfo to lay before the mi- 
yifter. It was propofed that 4 or 5000 French troops 
ould be fent to affift in the bufinefs. The marquis’s 
}tachment to the American caufe and thirft for glory, 
ould naturally engage him in fuch a proje& (wherein. 
would be likely to hold a confiderable command) 
ith the utmoft purity of intention. But how far Mr. 
yee might artfully infinuate the firft idea i into his 
i Ng. mind, 


Ibners to Charlotte-ville, in Albemarle county, Virginia. 
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~ Conerefs refolved upon an application to Sir Henry 1778, 
ae 


1778. mind, in éxpectation of introducing a larger body of ! 
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French troops into Canada for diftant political purpofes, } 
to which the marquis was a total ftranger, cannot be } 
eafily afcertained. The doétor was to inculcate the cer- |, 
tainty of .ruining the Britith fifhery on the banks of} 
Newfoundland, and confequently the Britifh marine by 
reducing Halifax and Quebec. The importance of fuch | 
reduction to France on the one hand, and to America on} 
the. other, was ftated. aii 1a | 

The following obfervations on the finances of Ame-| 
rica were likewife to be communicated to the French} 


a \ 


minifter. — | q 

«At the commencement of the war, it was obvious}; 
that the permanent revenues and refources of Great 
Britain mutt eventually overbalance the fudden and im-, 
petuous fallies of men- contending for freedom on the . 
fpur of the occafion, without regular difcipline, deter-. 
minate plan, or permanent means of defence. —America 
having never been much taxed, nor for a continued, 
length of time, being without fixed government, and. 
contending again{t what was once the lawful authority,. 
had no funds to fupport the war; and the conteft being. 
upon the very queftion of taxation, the levying of im-, 
potts, unlets from the laft neceflity, would have been, 
madnefs.—To borrow from individuals without any, 
vifible means of repaying them, while the lofs was cer- 
tain from ill fuccefs, was vifionary.—A_meafure there-. 
fore which had been early adopted, and thence became 
familiar to the people, was purfued : this was the iffuing. 
of paper notes reprefenting fpecie, for the redemption! 
af which the public faith was pledged.—As thefe were, 
+o circulate from hand to hand, there was no great indi- 
| ~-yidual 
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vidual rifk unlefs from holding them too long, and no 177% 
man refufed to receive them for one commodity, while 
“they would purchafe every other.—This general credit 
however did not laft long. It menaced fo deeply the 
views of our enemies, who had built their hopes on the 
defeat of our refources, that they and their partizans 
vufed every effort to impeach its value. Their fuccefs 
in one inftance of this kind, alway made room for ano- 
ther, becaufe he who could not relieve his wants with 
‘our paper, would not part with his property to procure 
it.—To remedy this evil, the {tates as foon’as formed 
into any fhape of legiflature, enaéted laws to make the 
continental paper a lawful tender, and indeed to deter- 
mine its value, fixing it by penalties at the fum of {pecie 
exprefied on the face of it. Thefe laws produced mo- 
nopoly throughout.—The monopoly of commodities, 
the interruption of commerce, and the fucceffes of the 
enemy, produced a depreciation: the laws devifed to 
remedy this evil, either increafed or were followed by an 
increafe of it.—T his demanded more plentiful emiffions, 
thereby increafing the circulating medium to fuch a de- 
gree as not only to exclude all others, but furnifh a fuper- 
abundant quantity to increafe the depreciation.—The 
feveral ftates, inftead of laying taxes to defray their own 
private expences, followed the example of congrefs, and 
iffued notes of different denominations and forms. 
/Therefore to counterfeit became eafier, and the enemy 
did not neglect to avail themfelves of this great though 
afe advantage, and hence arofe a further depreciation. 
—Calling the hufbandman frequently to arms, who had 
Jindeed loft the incitements to induftry from the cheap- 
| Bets of the neceffaries of life in the beginning, compared 
ie att N 3 with 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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duced that abundance which preceded the war: this } 
added to the greater confumption, together with the } 
ravages and fubfiftence of the enemy, at length pointed } 
the depreciation to the means of fupport. ——The iffues | 


from this moment became enormous, and confequently | 
increafed the difeafe from which they arofe, and which , 
muft foon have become fatal, had not the fucceffes of} 
America, and the alliance with France, kept it froma | 
finking entirely. The certainty of its redemption being } 
now evident, we only fuffer from the quantity.—This | 
however not only impairs the value fimply in itfelf, but 
as it calls for continued large emiffions, fo the certainty)! 
that every thing will be-dearer than it is, renders every: 
thing dearer than it otherwife would be; and vice verfa 
could we poffibly abforb a part of the inundation which 
overwhelms us, every thing would be cheaper from the) 
certainty that it would become cheaper.—The money ! 
can be abforbed but three ways. —The firft is by taxationy | 
which. cannot reach the evil while the war continues ; ' 
becaufe the. emiffions muft continue, to fupply what is | 
neceffary over and above even the nominal produce-of | 
taxes; and the taxes cannot be very productive, by rea~ '! 


fon of the poffefion of part and ravagement of other 


parts of the country by the:enemy; and alfo fram the: ' 
weaknefs of governments yet in their infancy, and not ' 
arrived to that power, method and firmne(s, which.are: | 
the portion of elder ftates—-The fecond method is bys 
borrowing, and is not efficient, becaufe no intereft caf 
tempt men to lend paper now, which paid together wich 
that intereft in paper a year hence, will not probably. be 


. worth half as much as the. principal fum is at orem F 


and 
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jand whenever the cafe fhall alter, then in proportion to '778- 


t 
i 


the depreciation will be the lofs of the public in what 
Iehey borrow, to fay nothing of the enormous burdens 
for which they muft pay intereft in fpecie, or what is 
equal to it, if fo much as what hath been emitted could 
be borrowed, as to render the remainder equally valu- 
able with filver.—The laft method 1s by very confider- 
able loans or fubfidies in Europe, and is the only mode 
at once equal to the effect defired, and free from the 
foregoing exceptions; for if fuch a fum is drawn for, at 


‘joart of our paper to reduce the exchange to par, the 
caper then remaining will be fully appreciated, and the 
um due will not nominally, and therefore in the event 
not actually exceed its real value.—But to this mode 


our neceffities can hardly be expected, while our allies, 
ing engaged in a war, will want all the money they 
r procure; and 2. loans cannot probably be obtained 
without good guarantee, or other fecurity which Ame- 
‘ica may not perhaps be able to procure or give.—But 
Jantil our finances can. be in’ a better fituation, the war 


made, feeble as they muft be, will be attended with an 
oppreffive weight of expence, rendering ftill more weak 
che confederated ftates—This will appear from the 
foregoing obfervations, and alfo from hence, that the 
)prefent, and in all probability the future feat of the war, 
\(that is, the middle ftates) is fo exhaufted, that unlefs by 
ithe ftrenuous voluntary exertions of the inhabitants, no 
jgreat number of men can poffibly be fubfifted; and 
) | N 4 fuch 


the advanced exchange, as by taking up the greateft 


‘here are objections: 1. fubfidies by any means equal to. 


zannot poflibly be profecuted with vigor; and the efforts 


‘775+ fuch exertions cannot be expected without the temptation f 
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of money more valued than ours is at’ prefent.” 

Five days before the date.of the inftru¢ctions above related, | 
congrefs upon the application of the marquis dela Fayette}, 
granted him Jeave to return to France, and directed the}, 
prefident to write him a letter of thanks for that difin-| 
terefted zeal which led him to America, and for the fers}: 
vices he had rendered to the United States by the exer-} 
tion of his courage and abilities on many fignal occa-} 
fions, They alfo ordered Dr. Franklin to caufe an ele-} 
gant fword, with proper devices, to be made and pres}: 
fented to him in the name of the United States: and} 
crowned the whole with a letter recommending him to) 
his moft chriftian majefty, The marquis took leave of} 
congrefs by letter of the 26th of October. The next) 
day when it was received, a letter from the marquis was 
read, giving an account of the brave conduct of capt.) 
Tonzar, in taking poffeffion of a piece of artillery from: 
the enemy, in which action he lott his right arm; wheres: 
upon congrefs promoted him to the rank of lieut. cols: 
in the fervice of the United States, by brevet, and aps: 
pointed him a penfion for lite of thirty dollars per month : 
Let us refume our narration of military operations. 


So early as the 8th of February, gen.,Schuyler wrote: 
to congrefs—‘* There is too much reafon to. believe; that 
an expedition will be formed (by the Indians) againft the 
weftern frontiers of this ftate (New York) Virginia and! 
Pennfylvania.”” The next month he informed them— A’ 
number of Mohawks, and many of the Onondagoes;’ 
Cayugas, and Senecas will commence hoftilities againft us | 
as foon as they,can; it would be prudent therefore early to | 
ake meafures to carry the wap jnto their country; it would : 

require 
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‘equire-no greater body of troops to deftroy their towns 1778 
-han to proteét the frontierinhabitants.” Noeffectualmea- 
‘ures being taken to reprefs the hoftile {pirit of the Indians, 
sumbers joined the tory refugees, and with thefe com- 
menced their horrid depredations and’ hoftilities upon 
the back fettlers, being headed by col. Butler and Brandt, 
in-half blooded Indian, . of defperaté courage, ferocious 
ind cruel beyond example. ‘Their expeditions were 
carried onto great advantage, by the exact knowledge 
which the refugees poffeffed of every object of their en- 
erprife, and the immediate intelligence they received 
Vrom their friends on the fpot. The weight of their 
aoftilities fell upon the fine, new and flourifhing fettle- 
ment of Wyoming, fituated on the eaftern branch of 
che Sufquehanna, in a moft beautiful country and de- 
ightful climate. It was fettled and cultivated with great 
udor by a number of people from Conneéticut, which 
(claims the territory as included in its original grant 
Vrom Charles II]. The fettlement confifted of eight 
sown fhips, each five miles fquare, beautifully placed on 
zach fide of the river. It had increafed fo by a rapid 
population, that the fettlers fent a thoufand men to ferve 
\n the continental army. To provide againft the dan- 
gers of their remote fituation, four forts were con- 
tru€ted to cover them from the irruptions of the Indi- 
ans. But it was their unhappinefs, to have a confider- 
able mixture of royalifts among them; and the two 
parties were actuated by fentiments of the moft violent 
animofity, which was not confined to particular families 
jor. places ; but creeping within the roofs and to the 
hearths and floors where it was leaft to be expected, 
ferved equally:to poifon the fources of domeftic fecurity 
ie cates and 
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3398. and happinefs, ahd to cance] the laws of nature and | 
humanity. 4 
They had frequent and timely warnings of the an) 
ger to which they were expofed by fending their beft}, 
men to fo gréat a diftance. Their quiet had been in-|, 
terrupted by the Indians, joined by marauding parties), 
of their own countrymen, in the preceding year; and it) 
was only by a vigorous oppofition, in a courfe of fuc-) 
cefsful {kirmifhes, that they had been driven off. Se-| 
-veral tories, and others not before fufpected, had then}, 
and fince abandoned the fettlement; and befide a per-| 
fect knowledge of all their particular circumftances, car-| 
ried along with them fuch a ftock of private refentment, | 
as could not fail of direfting the fury, and even giving | 
an edge to the cruelty of their Indian and other invete-) 
rate enemies. An unufual number of ftrangers had) 
come among them under various pretences, whofe be-) 
haviour became fo fufpicious, that upon being taken up: 
and examined, fuch evidence appeared againft feveral: 
of them, of their acting in concert with the enemy, on’ 
a icheme for the deftruction of the fettlements, that; 
about twenty were fent off to Conneéticut to be there! 
imprifoned and tried for their lives, while the remainder : 
were expelled. Thefe meafures excited the rage of the | 
tories in general to the moft extreme degree ; and the: 
threats formerly denounced agatnft the fettlers, were now | 
renewed with aggravated vengeance. 

As the time approached for the final cataftrophe, da 
Indians practifed unufual treachery. For feveral weeks: 
_ previous to the intended attack, they repeatedly fent' 
{all parties to the fettlement, charged with the ftrongeft 
profeffions of friendfhip. Thefe partes, befide attempt- 

ng 
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| ag to lull the people in fecurity, anfwered the purpofes 1778 
1} £ communicating with their friends, and of obfefving 
he prefent ftate of affairs. The fettlers however were 

ot infenfible to the danger. They had taken the alarm,. 
\nd col, Zebulon Butler had feveral times written letters 
> congrefs and gen. Wafhington, acquainting them with 
ae danger the fettlement was in, and requefting affitt- 
nce; but the letters were never received, having been 
jitercepted by the Pennfylvania tories. A little: before 
ae main attack, fome {mall parties. made fudden irrup- 
jons, and committed feveral robberies and murders ; 

| from ignorance or a contempt of all ties whatever, 

qaffacred the wife and five children of one of the per- 
ons fent for trial] to Corinecticut in their own caufe. 
At length, in the beginning of July, the enemy fud- July 
enly appeared in full force on the Sufquehanna, head- 
jd by col. John Butler, a Connecticut tory, and coufin 
}o col: Zeb. Butler, the fecond in command in the fet- 
jement. He was’ affifted by moft of thofe leaders, 
Vho had rendered ‘themielves terrible in the prefent 
‘ontier war.’ Their force was about 1600 men; near a 
yurth Indians, led by their own chiefs: the others were 
) difeuifed and paihted as not to be diftinguifhed from 
ne ‘Indians, excepting their officers, who being dreffed 
ly regimentals, carried the appearance of regulars. One 
‘f the fmaller forts,’ earrifoned chiefly by tories, was 
iven up OF rather betrayed. Another was taken by 
orm; and’ all’ but Ae women and dete maflacred in 
1e moft inhu 
) Colonel Zeb: Birlek, “reat a {mall number to guard 
ort Wiilkefbofotigh, croffed’ the river ‘with about 400 
nen, and marched into. Kinefton fort, whither the wo- 
men, 
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1778» men, children and defencelefs of all forts crowded for} 
protection. He fuffered hinifelf to be enticed by his [ 
coufin to abandon the fortref%. He agreed to march ( 
cut, and hold a conference with the enemy in the open 
held (at fo great a diftance from the fort, as to fhut out / 
all poflibility of protection from it) upon their with- ' 

rawing according to their own propofal, in order to the 
hieiinies of a parley for the conclufion of a treaty. He ' 
at the fame time marched out about 400 men well arm. | 
ed, being nearly the whole ftrength of the garrifon, to 
guard his perfon to the place of parley, fuch was his 
diftruft of the enemy’s defigns. On his arrival he found ' 
nobody to treat with, and yet advanced toward the foot / 
of the mountain, where at a diftance he faw a flag, the ‘ 
holders of which, feemingly afraid of treachery on his 
fide, retired as he advanced; whilft he, endeavouring 
to remove this pretended ill-impreffion, purfued the flag, 
‘till his party was thoroughly enclofed, when he was fud- 
denly freed from his delufion, by finding it attacked at 
ence on every fide. He and his men, notwithftanding | 
the furprife and danger, fought with refolution and 
bravery, and kept up fo continual and heavy a fire for: 
three quarters of an hour, that they feemed- to gain a 
marked fuperiority. In this ‘critical moment, a foldier 
through a fudden impulfe of fear, or premeditated trea- 
cnerys, cried out aloud—* the colonel has ordered:a re- 
treat.” “Fhe fate of the party was now at ‘once’ deter- 
mined. In the ftate of confufion that enfued, an unre- | 
fifted flaughter commenced, while the enemy broke in’ 
on all fides without obftruétion. Col. Zeb. Butler, and 
about feventy of his men efcaped ; the latter got acrofs 
the river to fort Wilkefborough, the colonel made his 
way - 
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on the land fide. ‘The enemy, to fadden the drooping 
fpirits of the weak remaining garrifon, fent in for their 
contemplation the bloody fcalps of a hundred and nine- 
ty-fix of their late friends and comrades. They kept 
‘up a.continual fire upon the fort the whole day. -In 
the evening the colonel quitted the fort and went down 
the river with his family... He is thought to be the only 
officer that efcaped... / . 

Colonel Nathan Dennifon, who fucceeded to the com- 
mand, feeing the’ impoffibility of an effectual defence, 
went with a flag to col. John Butler, to know what terms 
he would grant ona furrender: to which application 


| Butler anfwered with more than favage phlegm in two 


‘fhort words—the hatchet. : Dennifon. having defended 
} the fort, till moft of the garrifon, were killed or difabled, 


] was compelled to: furrender at, difcretion. Some of the 


| 
. 
| 


unhappy perfons in the fort were carried away alive; 
but the barbarous conquerors, to fave the trouble of 
murder in detail, fhut up the reft promifcuoufly in the 
houfes and barracks ; which having fet on fire, they en- 
joyed the favage pleafure of beholding the whole con- 
fumed in one general blaze. 

They then crofled the river to the only remaining s fort, 
Wilkefborough, which in hopes-of mercy furrendered 
without demanding any conditions. They found about 


} {eventy continental foldiers, who had been engaged merely 


for the defence of the frontiers, whom they butchered with 


of the men, with the women and children, were fhut up 
as before in the houfes, which being fet on fire, they 


} perifhed altogether in the Hames. — 


A ge- 


sway to fort Kingfton ; which was -invefted’ the next day ! 77 Be 


every circumftance of horrid cruelty. The remainder. 
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- A general fcene of devaftation was now fpread through | 
all ‘the townfhips. Fire, fword, and the other different | 


inftruments of deftruétion alternately triumphed. “The 


fettlements of the tories alone generally efcaped, and } 


appeared as iflands in the midft of the furrounding ruin, 
The mercilefs ravagers having deftroyed the main ob= 
jects of their cruelty, directed ‘their animofity to every 


part of living nature belonging to them; fhot and de- ° 


{troyed fetes of their cattle, and cut out the tongues of 
others, leaving them ftill alive to prolong their agonies. - 
The following are a few of the more fingular circum 


{tances of the barbarity praétifed in the attack upon 
Wyoming. Capt. Bedlock, who had been takeri pri-’ j 
foner, being ftripped naked, had his body ftuck full of 


fplinters of pine knots *, and then a heap of pine knots 
piled around him; the whole was then {et on fire, and 
his two companions, capts. Ranfon and Durgee, throwt? 


alive into the flames and held down with pitchforks,’ y 


The returned tories, who had at different times aban 
doned the fettlement in order to join in thofe favage ex~ 


peditions, were the moft diftinguifhed-for their cruelty; | 
in this they refembled the tories that joined the Britifh ‘ 


‘forces. One of thefe Wyoming tories, whofe mother 
“had married a fecond hufband, butchered with his own 


hands, both her, his father-in- law, his own fitters and 
their infant children. Another, who during his abfence 


had fent home feveral threats againft the life of his. fa~ f 


ther, now not only realized them in perfon, but was him- 
felf, with his own hands,- the exterminator of his whole 


* Pine knots are fo replete with faronies that they are fred ul 


ufed at night to illuminate the room ; and lighted fplinters are often. 
carried about in the houfes of the Carolina planters inftead of candles, 


family, 
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hufband and father. The broken parts and {fcattered 
relics of families, confifting moftly of women and chil- 
dren, who had efcaped to the woods during the diffe- 
rent fcenes of this devaftation, fuffered little lefs than 
their friends, who had perifhed in the ruin of their houfes. 


| Difperfed and wandering in the forefts, as chance and 


fear directed, without provifion or covering, they had a 
long tract of country to traverfe, and many without doubt 

perifhed in the woods. But whatever diftreffes and cru- 
elties have been experienced by the Wyoming fettlers, 
the Britith caufe, fo far from being ferved by them, is 


“much injured, through the bitter and lalting refentment 


they fix in the minds of the. Americans. 


by the Americans. Col. Clarke’s through the Indian 
country, which commenced laft fummer, is worthy of par- 


} ticular obfervation from the fuccefsful fpirit of enterprife, 


courage and prudence, with which it was conducted. 
_ The colonel left Virginia with a fmall party.of between 
2and 300 men. The object in view was the reduction 


| of the French fettlements planted by the Canadians on 


the Upper Miffiffippi, in the Hlinois country; and at 
fo vaft a diftance, that they were obliged to traverfe no 
lefs than about. 1200 miles of an uncultivated and un- 
inhabited wildernefs. Much of the mifchief which had 


vernor of thofe fettlements, who befide acting as. an 


excite 


_ Some expeditions were undertaken on the other fide 


fallen upon the fouthern and middle ftates, from the 
incurfions of the Indians, had been attributed to the go- 


agent for the Britifh government, and paying large res 
| Wards fy fealps, had been inde efatigable in attempting to. 
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family, mother, brothers and fitters, and ‘mingled their 1778= 
blood in one common carnage, with that of the ancient 
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4778» excite the Ohio and Miffifippi Indians to undertake ex-* || 
peditions againft the frontiers. This conduét was the’|. 
motive to the prefent enterprife. ‘The party, after a | 
long courfe down the Monongahela, and a voyage on | 
the Ohio, arrived at the great falls of the latter, within |. 
about 60 miles of its mouth, where they hid their boats, |. 
and bent their courfe by land to the northward. In this. 
{tage of the expedition, after confuming all the provi- | 
fion they had been able to ‘carry on their backs, they en- 
dured a hard march of two days without any fuftenance.. _ 
‘hey therefore, when arrived in this hungry ftate, about. 

midnight, at the town’of Kafkafkias, were unsmmoulia | 

determined to take it or perifh in the attempt. } 

The town contained about 250 houfés, and was fuf — 
ficiently fortified to have withftood a much ftronger ene«! ! 
my}; but diftance having forbidden all idea of danger 
among the inhabitants, of courfe fuperfeded all precau-. 
tion, againft furprife. Both town and fort were taken’, | 
without noife or oppolition, before the people were well 
awake, and the inhabitants were fo effectually fecured, 
that not a perfon efcaped to alarm the neighbouring fet- ‘ 
tlements. The governor, Philip Rocheblave, was fent 
to Virginia, with all the written inftruétions he had re-. 
ceived from Quebec, Detroit, and Michillimackinack, 

for fetting on the Indians, and paying them oreat re- 4 

wards for the fcalps of the Americans. The inhabitants q 

were required to take an oath of allegiance to the United 

States, and the fort became the head quarters of the 

victors. | 

A {mall detachment pufhed forward from this place ” 
on horfeback, and furprifed and took with as little dif. 
ficulty three soe French towns, lying from fifteen to’ - 


about 


if 


i 
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! habitants i in them and the neighbouring country made 
“no difficulty of transferring their allegiance, which they 

| would reafonably conclude could, not be’ refufed with 
| fafety, as they 1 might naturally i imagine the enemy was in 
| force, being in the heart of the country :_ the dangerous 


dian. territory, at the back of fome of the moft cruel and 
hoftile tribes, ; in the track of many others, and more or 
lef in ‘the way ‘of all, was-converted to peculiar advan- 


es by the extraordinary achivity and unwearied fpirit 
‘the commander. He direéted and timed his attacks 


par effectually turned upon them. Surprifed in their 


|inmoft retreats, and moft fequeftered receffes, at thofe. 


times and feafons, when they were fcarcely lefs difpofed 
for ‘ation, than unprepared for defence, they experi-. 
enced i in their own wigwams and families, that unex- 
petted Naughter and deft rGQuon: which they had fo fre- 


cautious and timid; and the continual danger to which 


warriors for hoftile expeditions. 

Sir Henry Clinton, on the return of the troops aie 
the Bedford expedition, determined upon another to E ‘Eg 
bbarbour, on the Jerfey coaft, where the Americans had 
ja number of privateers and prizes, and fome confider- 


‘mericans, and to procure at the fame time forage and 
provifions for the army, lord Cornwallis advanced 
finto Jerfey with a firong body of troops, while gen, 
| Vor. Ll. O _ ‘Knyp- 


fit tuation of this fmall corps in, the inner part of the In- “ 


with fuch | judgment, and executed them with fuch filence 
jand difpatch, that the Indians found their own mode of 


quently carried home to others. Upon this they grew i, 


their families were expofed, damped the ardor of their : 


able | falt works. To draw away the attention of the | 
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1778 Knyphaufen advancing with another divifion of the ars. 

| my, took a pofition on the eait fide of the North River, | 
by which only the two divifions were feparated; fo that 
by means of their boats they could unite their whole, 
force on either fide of it, within twenty-four hours.) 
Lieut. col. Baylor’s regiment of light horfe, with fome mi- 


litia, were. detached to watch and interrupt the foragers. 
‘Vhe colonel, it is to be feared, in order to avoid being , ! 
under gen. Wynd’s command, went with his men into” 
the mouth of the Britifh, and there lay in a ftate of un- 
foldiery fecurity, which induced lord Cornwallis to form = ) 
a plan for furprifing the whole. Gen. Grey, with the | 
light infantry and fome other troops, advanced by night 
on the left to furprife the enemy on that fide, anda de-_ 
tachment was made from Knyphaufen’s corps-on the ; 
right, which having paffed the North River, intended | 
fo. to have enclofed the whole American force employed | 
in watching them, as that few or none of them fhould 
have efcaped. Some deferters from the column on the 
right prevented the completion of the fcheme. Thefe.; 
having at the moft critical moment roujed the militia | 
who lay at New Taapan under gen. Wynd, afforded: , 
them the opportunity af efcaping. But Grey condudted 
his divifion with fuch filence and order, that they noe. { 
only cut off a fergeant’s patrol of twelve men without | 
27. noife, but completely furrounded Old Taapan without 
any difcovery, and furprifed Baylor’s horie afleep and naked; 

in the barns where they lay. A fevere execution. took |; 
place, and numbers were difpatched with the bayonet. 
The men being fo completely furprifed, and incapable: . 

of refiftance, the refufal of quarter when implored, has. ; 

led congrefs to. deem the execution a maffacre, after re-.» 

x . | | « ; | J ceiving | 


| 
] 
| 
| 
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_(Gelving the beft information upon oath, that they could; 478, 
obtain concerning it. Of about a dozen wounded fol- 


diers who appeared to give evidence, three had received 
foi nine to eleven ftabs each, of bayonets, in the breaft, 
back and trunk of | the body, befide feveral wounds in 
other parts. Two Pricrs had received, the one five, and 
the other fix ftabs in the body. However the admira~ 
tion of fome, who reafon from the nature of the eee 


and the manner in which i it is ufed, may be excited ; 


thefe men being able in about three weeks time to 
‘give their teftimony, as alfo being feemingly in a fair 
"way of recovery; yet the pofitive evidence given upon 
oath before gov. Livingfton, whofe penetration would 
have detected, and whofe integrity would have difcarded 


| a falfe witnefs, will be credited by impartial perfons. 
| Baylor himfelf was wounded, but not dangeroufly ; he 


loft in killed, wounded and taken, 67 ptivates out of 
104, befide 70 horfes. It is faid, that Grey ordered no 
quarter to be given, and that the charges were drawn, 
and the flints taken out ; but that one of the licht in- 
-fantry captains ventured to difobey the order, and gave 
quarter to the whole fourth troop, which ferves to ac- 


1 count for the number of prifoners taken and carried to 


New York, viz. 39 privates, befide a captain, two fu- 
‘balterns, a volunteer, and the furgeon’s mate. 

_ Captain Fergufon of the .7oth regiment, with about 
oo land forces, were detached on the expedition to Lit- 
tla Ege harbour, under a proper convoy. They arrived 


off the bar on the evening of the sth of October. The O€. 


Americans had obtained fome intelligence of the defign, 
and had fuddenly fent out to fea, fuch of their priva- 


| Bes as. were in any degree of readinefs, to my. the 


Se 
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177%:1mpending danger. The larger of the remaining vef- 
fels, chiefly prizes, were hauled up the river to Chet- 
nut-neck about twenty miles from its mouth, The 
{maller privateers and craft of different fizes, were car- 
ried fill further up into the country. The detachment 
proceeded to Chefnut-neck, burnt the veffels found. 
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there, and deftroyed the fettlements, ftorehoufes 


works of every fort, to prevent all privateers being fitted 
out from thence for the future. On their return they 
made excurfions into the neighbouring country, deftroy-_ 
ed fome confiderable falt works, as well as the houfes 
and fettlements of feveral perfons, who had taken a con- 


fpicuoufly aétive part on the fide of America, or 
been concerned in the fitting out of privateers. 


When the troops had rejoined the fquadron, a French” 
‘captain with fome privates, who had deferted from count 
Pulafki’s legion, gave fuch an account of the carelefs 
manner in which three troops of horfe and as many com- 
panies of infantry were cantoned, at only a few miles 
diftance, that the commanding officers by fea and | 


— 


and 


had 


land 


concluded on an expedition to beat up their quarters. — 
They had the advantage of conveying the troops by wa- | 
ter to within a {mall diftance of their deftination ; the de- 

ferters alfo informed them of an un-guarded bridge, the _ 
poffeffion of which would ferve in cafe of neceffity, ef- | 


fectually to cover their retreat back to the veffels. Iwo. | 
hundred and fifty men were embarked, who after rowing 
ten miles, landed long before day light within a mile of the 
bridge, which they fecured; and leaving a guard in 
feffion of it, the remainder pufhed on and completely — 
‘furprifed Pulafki’s light infantry, and deftroyed about 
50 of them, among whom was the baron de Bofe and 


pol 


licu- 
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lieutenant de la Borderie. 
little quarter could be given; more would probably have 
been granted, had not the deferters falfely reported, that 


- Pulafki had iffued public orders forbidding his corps to 


grant any quarter to the Britifh troops. The flauzhter 
would not have ended fo foon, if Pulafki had not on the 
-firft alarm haftened with his cavalry to fupport the in- 
fantry, which then kept a good countenance. The Bri- 
tifh not long after made a. haity retreat, and returned to 
their boats. | 

Let me pafs from hence to relate a difagreeable dif- 
turbance that happened in Charleftown, South Carolina, 
on the night of September the 6th. By fome means a 
quarrel commenced on fhore between the American and 
French failors, when the former made ufe of indecent, 
‘illiberal, and national reflections againft the latter, which 
provoked refentment. The parties foon proceeded to 
open hoftilities, when the French were driven from the 
town, and betook themfelves to their fhipping, whence 
they fired with cannon and {mall arms, which was re- 
‘turned by the Americans from the adjoining wharfs and 
‘hore. Several lives were loft, and many were wound- 
" ed. The inhabitants were much alarmed, and the mi- 
Aitia were obliged to be under arms a great part of the 


night. Proper meafures were afterward taken to pre- 
-yent a repetition of the like diforders; and both the pre- 
fident and affembly expreffed their deep concern, that 


the flighteft animofities fhould prevail between any citi- 


zen of America, and the fubjects of their illuftrious and 


ree ally. 
In the evening of the 8th, there was a violent affray 


it at Bofton between certain unknown perfons and a num- 
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The attack being in the night, 1778. 
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1778-ber of French. It is faid, though not proved, to haye 
been begun by feamen captured in Britith veffels, and 
fome of Burgoyne’s army, who had inlifted in privateers 
juft ready to fail. A body of thefe fellows, we have 
been told, demanded bread of the French bakers em- 
ployed for the fupplying of the count d’ Eftaing’s s fleet; and 
being refufed, fell upon and beat them in a moft out- 
Bea it manner. Two of the count’s officers attempt- 

Sept. ing to compofe the fray were wounded, the chevalier 

15. - de Saint Sauveur fo badly, that he died on the 15th; 
and the next day the Maflachufetts houfe of afiembly | 
refolyed to erect a monumental ftone to his memory, 
None of the offending perfons having been difcovered, 
notwithftanding the reward that was Pare it may be | 
feared that Americans were concerned in the riot; while | 
political prudence charged it upon others, that lefs um- 
brage might be taken at the event. The count was! 
much bate at what had happened 5 but had too much | 


calmnefs and good fenfe to charge it upon the body of the! 
inhabitants, who were no lefs concerned at it than him- 
felf; fo that it created no diffenfions between them. : 
On the 22d, the general court received the compliments 
of the count and his officers ; all of whom were invited 
25. to dine, three days after, at a public dinner. © The fleet’ 
had been fo far repaired, and fo well fecured by formid- 
able works on George’s ifland, in which the count had 
mounted near a hundred heavy cannon, that they ‘could 
with the utmoft propriety be abfent upon the occafion. 
For the creater fecurity, the general court, under an 
apprehenfion that the Britifh feet and army might move 
to the northward with a view of deftroying the count’s | 
fleet, and repoffell ng themfelves of Bolton, had refolved — 
on 
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on the rgth to raife a third of the militia. Three days 


| Before this refolve, admiral Byron arrived at New York 
from Hiallifax. His fquadron had fuffered fo in their 


voyage from Britain, that it was a full month before he 
could fail again, in order to obferve d’Eftaing’s mo- 
tions. The count lay at eafe and in fafety; and on the 
‘26th of Odtober, entertained a large company of gen- 
tlemen and ladies, whom he had invited to dine with 
him on board the Languedoc. The entertainment was 
highly elegant. A full length picture of gen. Wath- 


‘ington, prefented to the count by Mr. Hancock, was 


placed in the centre of the upper fide of the room, and 
the frame of it was covered with laurels. ‘The count 
having made this public return for the perfonal civilities 
he had received frém mumbers, fecured himfelf from 
all liablenefs to detention by points of honor: from a 
threatened detention of another nature, he had been 
‘happily relieved in feafon. It was generally expected 
from the fcarcenefs of provifions of all forts at Bofton 
‘and the neighbourhood, that he would have encountered 


| great eee if not actual diftrefs. The impracti- 


‘ability of viétualling his feet at that port was dreaded, 
‘even the fubfiftine of it was doubted. But he was freed 
‘from thee apprehenfions by a fingular fortune. The 
New England cruifers took fuch a number of provifion 
‘veffels on their way from Europe to New York, as not 
‘only fupplied the wants of the French, but furnifhed an 
overplus fufficient to reduce the rates of the markets at 
‘Bofton. This feafonable fupply occafioned great tri- 
-umph among the inhabitants. The count being in hope 


Sof failing within a few days, publifhed a declaration to 
} be dress among the French Canadians, and addreffed_ 


pti te them 
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1778-them in the name of their ancient mafter the French kine, 
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Che defign of it was to recall their affection to the an- 
cient government, and to revive all the national attache 
ments of that people, thereby to prepare them for an 
invafion either from France or America, and to rate 
their expectation of no diftant change of matters, Adm, 
Byron having repaired his fleet, appeared off Bofton 
bay; but had not cruifed there long before he was over- 
taken by a violent ftorm, in which the fhips again fuf- 
fered fo much, that they were glad to get into fhelter at 
Rhode Ifland. The Somerfet of 64 guns'not being able 


of the Bay-men, who faved her guns, and many valu- 


in the north+weft, and blew, fair for carrying the French 


fleet to. the Weft Indies. Count d’Eftaing feized the 
_ opportunity, and failed from Bofton with his fhips, tho-. 
roughly repaired, clean and well victualled, and with 


his forces in full health and vigor, 


to clear Cape Codd, run afhore and fell into the hands. 


able articles, When the ftorm ended, the wind fettled 


The behaviour of the French officers and failors, he 4 


whole time that their fleet lay in port, was remarkably — 


good, far beyond any thing of the kind ever before, 


when feveral men of war were prefent, Tbe count 
made a point of alway lying on board at night. The 
officers conducted with the greateft regularity and de- 
corum; but noticed a certain coolnefs in the gentlemen q 
and ladies toward them, which was imputed to the want a 
of fo cordial an affection for France as what they had | 


once entertained for Great Britain, and had not wholly 


laid afide; but it was greatly owing to the fuccefslefs 
expedition a avaintt Rhode Ifand, and to what. had-been © 


4 


related concernine them -refpecting that affair, .The 


9 


a 


common 
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in no quarrels, excepting what has been related, and 


| ome at night of Odtober the 5th, in no wile material ; 
| and in neither of thefe do they appear, to have been the 


agereffors. ‘They neither abufed, nor injured the towns- 
people; nor made themfelves a nuifance by their ex- 
ceffes and diforderly conduct, An opportunity at length 
offers for mentioning fome detached articles, _ 
-. The Raleigh frigate, capt. John Barry, failed from 
Bofton the 25th of September, and was taken on the 
goth, after bravely engaging for fome time, and then 
- peing run on an ifland with a view to efcape falling into 
the hands of two Britifh men of war. 
The Pigot Britifh fchooner of eight twelve rae 
and forty-five men, lying near Howland’s ferry on the 
eaftern fide of Rhode Ifland, a plan was laid for taking 
her. Major Talbot, with a numberof troops, failed on 
the 25th of October from Providence on board a {mall 
yeffel, It was not till the 28th at night, that he ran 
down through Howland’s ferry; when drifting after. that 
‘under bare poles, for fear that the fort on Rhode Ifland 
fhould fire upon him and alarm the Pigot, he pafled on 
sundifcovered ; and. at half paft one in the morning of 
othe 2gth got fight of the fchooner. When but ata 
{mall diftance anes her, the hailed him; and receiving 


--no fatisfa€tory anfwer, her marines fired upon him from 


cher quarter deck. He referved his fire ull he had run 
his jibb boom through her fore. fhrouds, when he :fired 
fome cannon and threw in fuch a volley of mufketry, 
— Joaded with bullets and buck fhot, that the men on deck 
-immediately ran below begging for quarters, and they 
ae were belew never made their appearance on deck, 
. 3 The 


common failors were peaceably inclined; and engaged 1778 
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3778. Lhe confequence was, his men ran out upon the jibb 
boom and boarded her, without the lof of a man. The 
captain of the Pigot behaved with the greatett refolution, 
and defended his veffel in his fhirt and drawers for fome 
time, without a fingle foul of his crew to affift him, | 
Major Talbot’s gunnel was eight feet lower than the | 
nettings of the {chooner. He carried her off with him 
and ransto Stonington. Congrefs, as a reward of his 
merit, and for the encouragement of a {pirit ‘of enter- } 
prife, have prefented him with the commiffion of lieute- i 
nant colonel. , 7) 

The Maflachufetts general court paffed an act in their : 
firft feffion to prevent the return to this ftate of certain ; 
perfons therein named, and others who have left ‘the? | 
ftate, or either of the United States, and joined the } 
Britifh.' There are above 300 named in it. In cafe; 
they return they are to be taken up and fecured, till they | 
can be tranfported to fome place within the Britith do- f 
minions, or in the poffeffion of the Britifh forces. 1 
Should they return after tran{portation, without liberty 
firft obtained from the general court, they are to fuffer 
death. Among the perfons thus interdi€ted, it is to be | 

_ fuppofed there are many whofe greateft crime is that of 
having left the country, and Brera Britain for their 
place of refidence, that fo they might be exempted from 
the ravages and terrors of war. 

The ftate of Virginia has paffed an a& for fequeftering 
Britifh pr operty, and ena bling thofe indebted to Britith 
fubjects to pay off fuch debts by placing the money for | 
the difcharge of the fame in ine loan office of the com- | 
monwealth. 
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‘General Gates arrived at Bofton, having been directed 1778- 
] forthwith to repair thither and take the conidand of the one 
} continental forces in the eaftern diftrict. i 
_ The prefent narrative of American matters fhall clofe 
with part ofa letter*, written from Philadelphia the 27th 

of Auguft, by a gentleman of eminence to gov. Houfton 

of Georgia—‘* Were I to unfold to you, Sir, the fcenes 

of venality, peculation and fraud, which I have difco- 
~yered, the difclofure would aftonifh you: nor would you, 
‘Sir, be lefs aftonifhed were I, by a detail which the oc-_ 
cafion would require, to prove to you, that he muft be 

a ‘pitiful rogue who, when detected or fufpected, meets 


‘not with powerful advocates among thofe, who, in the 

i prefent corrupt ‘time, ought to exert all their powers in 
defence and fupport of thefe friend-plundered, much 
injured, and, I was almoft going to fay, finking ftates. 
Don’ t apprehend, Sir, that I colour too high, or that 

any part of thefe intimations are the effect of rafh judg- 
ment or defpondency: I am warranted to fay they are ! 
not : my opinion, my fentiments, are fupported every 

day by the declaration of individuals: the: difficulty hes 

| in bringing men collectively to attack with vigor a proper 
| 

| 


object.” 4 


i¢ * This was 2) Baie letter ; but was afterward publithed in Rivine- 

fon’ s Royal aectie, as written by the prefident of congrefs, Henry 

“Laurens efq. It was known by feveral to contain a ftrong mark os 

| “authenticity —the truth. 
| : bas 
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Roxbury, April 14, 1779. 


7778, apie prefent letter fhall. begin with an expedition | 
ye through the remote and upper parts of Pennfyl- " 
1. ABs. OD the aft of October under col. William Butler, * 
It was directed not .only againft the Indians, but feveral i 
contiderable fettlements belonging to the tories, become ' 
particularly obnoxious from the violence of their patt ' 
Aoflilities. The party, which confifted of a Pennfyl- ‘ 
wania regiment, covered by riflemen and rangers, took 
its departure from Schoharie, and having e gained the head ' 
‘of the Delaware, marched down the river for two. days; h 
from whence turning off to the right, they {truck acrofs 
the mountains to the Sufquehanna, which was the {cene 
of action. They totally burnt and deftroyed, both the fl 
Indian caftles and villages in that quarter, and the other ' 
fettlements; but the inhabitants, -both tories and Indians, 
efcaped. The deftruétion was extended for feveral miles 
on both fides the Sufquehanna, The difficulties, diftreffes 
and dangers which the party encountered, required no ' 
fmallthare of that fortitude and hardinefs of body and | 
mind, which can fcarcely be acquired by any confider- ' 
able number of men without long habitude, under cer- | 
tain marked circumftances of fituation. They were | 
obliged to carry fix days provifion on their backs; and 
thus Joaded, continually to wade through rivers and — 
creeks, fcarcely paflable without any encumbrance to. 
men 
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keeping even their aris diy. But thefe were fmall 
matters compared with the danger awaiting their return, 
and which they hardly efcapéd. This was the fudden 
rifings of the creeks and the Sufquehanna, occafioned 


| by continual heavy rains, while they were ftill in the 
}enemy’s country, and with theit provifions neatly ex- 


pended. The laft circumftance rendered their cafe def. 
perate, fo that though, on any other occafion, the crofs- 


ing of the Sufquehanna, when fo high, would have been 
} deemed impracticable, it was fuccefsfully atternpted by 
| mounting the men on horles, which in fome places were 


| 


| colonel, complimented with the firing of thirteen rounds 


that he thal give intelligence of whatever may come to 


] obliged to fwim; and thus all the troops were fately 


| 
| 
| 


tranfported, and by croffing the mountains evaded two 
osher dangerous places. They returned to Schoharie 
of the 16th, after having, with the ereateft fortitude, 
furmounted every difficulty, and were, by order of the 
of cannon, and a feu de joie. at 

| _ Mr. governeur Morris having acquainted congrefs, that 
he had received application from a perfon in New York; 
to know whether he may, with fafety to his perfon ana 
property, continue in that city upon the evacuation 
thereof ; and having further informed them, that the 
faid perfon is in a capacity to give ufeful intelligence, 
and probably will do it, if he receive affurances that it 
will be fecommended to the ftate of New York to afford 
him protection, they yefolved, that the faid G. Morris 
be empowered to give him fuch affurances, on condition 


men unufed to fuch fervice. In thefe circumftances, 1778 
jafter the toil of a hard march, they were obliged to en- 
dure chilly nights and heavy rains, without any mean for 


bjs 


205 


24.0 


206 THE HISTORY OF THE 


1778+ his knowledge relating to the numbers, movements and» i 


O&, 
3le 


Noy, 
3 
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defigns of the enemy. Henry Laurens efq; having. 
filled the Rhos of prefident for one year on the gilt. 
of Odtober, made his refignation of the prefidency, left 
any example taken from his continuance might here-. | 


after become i inconvenient. He was replaced by a una 
nimous vote. ! 


Accounts have been received, that commodore Evans, | 
being difpatched by adm. Montague, arrived on the 1 
4th of September in St. Peter’s road, and fent to the : 
governor of the.fmall iflands of St. Pierre and Mique- l 
lon, acquainting him that the French had committed 
hoftilities in America, and that therefore he demanded 
a furrender of the iflands: which was comphed with, as | 
there was no force to make an effeGual refiftance. i 
The governor and his fuite, and the principal inhabi- 
fants, women and children, amounting’ to 932, were | 
embarked on board the veffels found at St. Pierre’ S, and } 
fent to France. ; os 

‘The French alliance has proved the occafion of the: 
Britifh miniftry’s having ordered away a confiderable ! 
part of their force from New York. The fame day that : 
count d’Eftaing failed from Bofton, commodore Hotham! 
with two 64 gun fhips, and three of 50, befide frigates | 
and a bomb ketch, having under convoy tranfports con-_} 
taining $000 Britith troops, commanded by gen. Grant, | 
left Sandy Hook and fteered for the Weft Indies; ‘whie): 
ther the count went. 

The chevalier de Maduit du Pleffis, lieut. col. of | 
artillery in the continental army, having exprefled an 
apprehenfion that the war is near a-conclufion in this 
country, and a defire of returning to France to offer 


3 his 
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| teftimonial of the high fenfe they entertained of his zeal, 


bs avery and good conduét, fhould be given him... The 
“committee upon the bufinefs, had refolved that a brevet 


commiffion of colonel fhould be granted him, which 
the congrels negatived two days before, as it was high 


time to ceafe lavifhing away promotions on foreigners. 
| The ambition of the natives of France and of foreigners in 


common was unbounded ; and the.in gularinftancesof rank 
which had been conferred upon them, in too many in- 


lances, occafioned general diflatisfaction and complaint. 
Fewer promotions in the foreign line would have been 
productive of more harmony among the continental 


officers. It is certain, that the army has a full propor- 


tion of foreign officers in their councus. 


_ Some hundreds of Indians, ‘a large number of tories, 


| fi about 50 regulars, all under col, Butler, entered 
‘Cherry-Valley within New York flate, by an old Indian 


path, which col. Alden, who commanded the American 
troops there ftationed had neglected. The colonel was 
fhot in attempting to reach the fort, called after him 
Alden: on which the enemy commenced a heavy fire 
that lafted more.than three hours, when they withdrew, 
having no further hope of carrying it. The next day 
they left the place after having killed, fcalped, and bar- 
baroufly murdered 32 inhabitants, chiefly women and 
children, befide col. Alden and ten foldiers. They took 


prifoners the lieut. colonel, two or three other officers, 
13 privates, and a number of inhabitants. The greateft 


inhumanities were practifed on moft of the dead, 
_ John Roberts and Abraham Carlifle, of the. quaker 


| perfuafion were -ewecuaged at Philadelphia, being con-— 
ie victed 


aw 
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i his fervice to his prince, congrefs ordered that a wi itten 1778+ 
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1778. victed of high treafon againft the commonwealth of Penns | 
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fame time a diftinction in the fale between hard money 


a 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


fylvania. The unaccountable operations of the war | 
have been the occafion of a woful miftake in the pene 
politics of that denomination. Encouraged by the rea- | 
fonable profpect, that coercive meafures properly planned 
and conducted would prove fuccefsful, the body of the | 
American quakers have fided with the miniftry, in hope | 
of eftablifhing their civil power in the ftate. They 
have difowned feveral worthy members for being active 
in the caufe of their country; but not others for op- 
poling it. Inftead of maintaining a ftri& neutrality in 
the prefent conteft, their partiality has been fuch, that , 
the Britifh officers have extolled their alacrity as fpies, 
guides and informers. They have fupprefied letters of 
Dr. Fothergill upon the impropriety of their condué, 
and becaufe they were written decidedly in favor of 
liberty. Let it be remembered however, that there are, 
many deferving individuals among them, befide gens. 
Greene and Mifilin, who by a uniform fteady  perfe- 
verance in meafures friendly to the American caufe, have 
juftly conciliated the efteem of their countrymen. 
General Wafhington gave orders that no {mall parties 
fhould by any mean be permitted to go upon Long _ 
Ifland. Under pretence of procuring intelligence, they 
became mere plundering parties, and carried off clothes, 
linens, ribbons, cafes of knives and forks, wine glaffes, 
and whatever they could lay their hands upon, which | 
they brought back and fold publicly, making at the 


=—S> — 


and paper; They pretended that the articles were the 
property of tories, new-levy officers, 8cc. which, if true, 
their conduct was unpardonable, as it was not the bufinef 


of 


h 


\. 
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nation between the inhabitants, many of whom, although 


l 


| obliged to remain on the ifland, were well affected to 
Peeican caule.’ 

ou plan for reducing Canada was tran{mitted by 
eet to gen. Wafhington, with a requeft, that he 
would make obfervations upon it. He communicated 
the fame to them in a letter of November 11th; which 
| being referred to a committee, they repor ted on the sth 
of December, that the reafons afligned by the general 
againft the expedition to Canada appeared to be well 
founded, and to merit the appro obatien of congrefs. 
“After that, a committee was appointed to confer with the 


|, 


After the conference the committee reported, “ ‘That 
the plan propoted by congrefs for the emancipation of 
Canada, i in co-operation with an armament from France, 
was the principal fubject of the conference :—-T hat im- 
prefled with the ftrong fenfe of the injury and difgrace 
which muft attend an infraction of the propofed ftipula- 
tion on the part of thefe ftates, your committee have 
| taken | a general review of our finances, of the circum- 


| ftances of the army, of the magazines, écc. 8ec.—That 
upon. the moft mature deliberation, Your committee 
annot find room for a well- grounded prefumption, that 
: hefe ftates will be able to perform their part of the pro- 
| ofed ftipulation r-That nothing lefs than the higheft 
peel of fuccefs could juftify congrefs in making 

he propofition—You committee are therctore of opi- 
pion, t that the negotiation i in queftion fhould. be, deferred 


‘ Dez Il, i y ftates 


ae circumftances fhall ren nder the co- “operation ‘of tl hele. 
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, of their incurfions; Their rapacity made no difcrimi- 177% 


commander i in chief on the operations of the next cam- py... 
‘paign : he therefore repaired to Philadelphia on the ‘ood, 226 
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1778. {tates more certain, practicable and effectual :— Phat the - 


minifter of thefe ftates at the court of Verfailles, the ‘ 
minifter of France in Philadelphia, and the marquis de la ; 
Fayette, be refpedtively informed, that the operations of ; 
the next campaign muft depend upon fuch a variety of ' 
contingencies, that trme alone can mature and pointout 
the plan which ought to be purfued :—That congrefs ; 


therefore cannot decide on the practicability of their co- ; 
operating the next campaign in an enterprife for the | 
emancipation of Canada.” The report was accepted, | 
and the Canada expedition laid afide after a full confide- 
ration of all circumftances. But it is to be fuppofed, : 
that there were circumftances befide what appear in the » 
report, which wrought ftrongly in the minds of fome : 
fhrewd members of congrefs. Such might dread the 
introduction of a large body of French troops into Ca- | 
nada, and the putting of them into the poffeffion of the 
eapital of that province, attached to them by the ties of : 
blood, habits, manners, language, religion, and former cone || 
nection of government. ‘They might areue— France | 
under the idea of s000 troops, may introduce twice the : 
number, and having entered Quebec, may declare ant | 
intention of holding Canada as a pledge and furety for | 
the debts due from the United States. Canada would : 
be a folid acquifition to France on all accounts ; and no | 
nation is to be trufted further than it is bound by its ! 
intereft. Canada would be too great a temptation to be ’ 
refitted by any power actuated by the common maxims ! 

of national policy. France with that in her poffeffion | 
may have it in her power to give Jaws to the United | 
States: thefe will have lefs to fear from its remaining | 

in the hands of the Britifh.” ~ The committee fubjoined : 


\ 
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forwarded it to Bofton, where the marquis lay waiting 
for the determination of congrefs. It was accompanied 
| with one from the general, exprefling a concern for his 
| having been fo delayed. Upon the receipt of them, the 
| marquis embarked on board the Alliance frigate, Jan. 7, 
11779. | 

The campaign in the northern nit having yielded 
no advantage to the Britifh, and the winter cine the 
proper feafon for fouthern expeditions, Sir Henry Clinton 
concluded upon turning his arms againit Georgia. He 
might propofe to himfelf the reduction of all the fouth- 
ern ftates, and be ftrongly inclined to it, by reafon that 
thefe ftates produced the moft valuable commodities in 


| 
| 


the European market, and carried on a confiderable ex- 
port trade, which feemed dittle otherwife affected by the 
Sh than as it fuffered ‘by the Britith cruifers: befide, 
| Vim rice was devoted to the fervice of his enemies, while 
it was wanted for the fupport of his fovereign’s fleet and 
army in America. A plan of operation was concerted 
Iwith gen. Prevoft, who commanded in Eaft Florida; 
and it was intended, that Georgia fhould be invaded 
poth on the north and fouth fide at the fame time. 

While the preparations for this conjunét expedition 
vere Carrying on, two armed bodies, confifting of regu- 
ars and refugees, made a fudden and rapid incurfion 
ato Georgia from Eaft-Florida. One of them came in 
oats through the inland navigation, and the other 
narched over land by the way of the river Alatamaha, 
“he firft demanded the furrender of Sunbury; but on 
pening from heut. col. Mackintofh the laconic refufal 
P 2 


rem (ONE 


Lie 


| to their report a draught of a letter to the marquis de la 1778¢ 
Fayette, which was alfo accepted. Gen. Wafhington Dec. 
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“Unto thofé cruelties, at which humanity fhudders. 9 4 || 


een. Howe had evacuated the town, The force ap-) 
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—come and take it—they left the place. The latter pur- 


{ued their march toward Savannah. Gen. Screven, with 

about a hundred militia, repeatedly fkirmifhed with the | 
party in their advance through the country. In one of ' 
thefe engagements he received a wound from a mufket / 
ball, and fell from his horfe, when feveral of the Britifh « 
came up and difcharged their pieces at him. He died ») 


of his wounds much regretted for his private virtues, 
and public exertions in behalf of his country. The ine ¢ 
vaders purfued their march till within three miles of | 
Ogeechee ferry, where Mr. Savage with his own flaves, 
had erected a breaft work to prevent their paffing. Col. « 
Elbert, with about 200 continentals, took poft in the 
works, and prepared to difpute the paflage of the river. : 
Thefe obftacles, together with information that the other) 
party had failed in their defign upon Sunbury, deter ' 
mined them to retreat without attempting to crofs. On) 


their return, they laid wafte the country for miles, burnt) 
“St. John’s church, a number of houfes, and all the rice | 
and other grain within their reach, and alfo carried off 
all the negroes, horfes, cattle and plate, they could re-i 
move either by land or water. When this defolating) 
mode of carrying on war was complained of by the: 
American officer to the Britifh, the latter pofitively dift: 
claimed any order or even approbation of fuch proceed-\ 
ings, but mentioned that the people under the imme-i 
‘diate command of the former had given a precedent.’ 
The party rage which wrought on each fide, led both | 


The expedition againit’ ‘Georgia was committed: to) 
col. Campbell, who fad been taken in Bofton bay after 


pointed 


. 


| 


} but the fmail party under capt. Smith, which was potted. 
| at it to impede the paflage of the Brith, was too in-. 
1 confiderable to check their progrefs. They. pufhed on 


} with fuch vigor, that the Americans were almoft inftantly 


I 


and a detachment of the royal artillery. The tran{ports 


_eommodore Hyde Parker. ‘The fleet arrived at the ifle 


joined with thofe prefent of the ftate militia, the whole 
made but about 820 men. Gen. Robert Howe, who 


within a few hundred yards of the American army, when 


H “ defigning to extend his front in that quarter, At the 
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pointed to aé& under him, confifted of the 71ft regiment 177 Be 
of foot, two battalions of Heffians, four of provincials, 


with the troops, amounting to full 2500, failed from Naw 
Sandy Hook, being efcorted by a {mall fquadron under 27° 


of Tybee near the mouth of the Savannah; and fix days Dec. 
after, tHe troops effected a landing. From the landing- ae 
place a narrow caufeway of fix hundred yards in length, 
with a ditch on each fide, led through a rice {fwamp. 
This caufeway, had it been in a proper ftate of defence, 
might have effectually refifted a vaft fuperiority of force; 


difperfed. The continental army, on which the defence i 
of Georgia. chiefly refted, had lately returned from a 
fruitlefs fummer’s expedition againft Eaft Florida, in 
which they had fuffered fo great a dimunition, that 


commanded the Americans, had taken his ftation on the 
main road between the landing-place and Savannah, 
with the river on his left, and a fwamp in front, extend- 
ing beyond his right flank. The Britifh advanced tll 


Campbell manceuvred fo as to cherifh an opinion, that 
he meant tq attack their left. For that purpofe he 
ordered the firft battalion of the 71ft to form on the 
right of the | road, thereby to imprefs a full idea of his 
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77%. fame time a confiderable part of the royal army was 
detached to crofs the fwamp fo high up as to get in the 
rear of the Americans. Chante had thrown into the 
hands of Campbell a negro, who knew a private path 
through the fwamp, by which he promifed to lead the 
troops without obfervation or difficulty. At length the 
Britifh commander, prefuming that the detachment had 
got effectually round upon the rear of the Americans, ' 
fuddenly advanced, and Howe ordered an immediate / 
retreat. A few minutes delay would have made it im~ 
poffible, and it was then only practicable in the face, 
and under the fire of that part of the Britifh army ' 
which had effected its paflage through the fwamp. A | 
fmall body of about a hundred Georgia militia had been * 
previoufly potted in the rear of the barracks near Savan- t 
nah, which made fome oppofition to the Britifh as they h 
were iffuing from the fwamp, but was foon compelled H 
to retreat, and its commander col. Walton was i 
wounded and taken prifoner. The Americans retreated 
with precipitation and in diforder. The Britith purfued, j 
with fpirit and rapidity. No victory was ever more ! 
complete, Thirty-eight officers, “and 415 non-com- 
miffioned and privates, 48 pieces of cannon, 23 more } 
tars, the fort with its ammunition and ftores, the ) 
fhipping in the river, a large quantity of provifions, y 
with the capital of Georgia, were all in. the fpace of a } 
few hours in the poffeffion of the conquerors. The ! 
Britifh purfued the Americans through the town of Sa. | 
vannah, In the impetuofity of the purfuit, fome of the 
inhabitants who had not been in the action, were | 
bayonetted i in the ftreets, feveral were killed or ‘wounded 
in their Aight and a bases number, finding their efcape 

imprac- 
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were obliged to fue for quarters. The Americans faved 
| three field pieces out of four; but many loft their arms. 
| That part of the army which efcaped retreated up the 
river Savannah to Zubly’s ferry, and crofied over into 

South Carolina *. . “rine 
_ No place in fimilar circumftances fuffered lefs by de- 
) predation, than Savannah did upon this occafion. A 


| ftrong circumftanual teftimony, that thofe enormities fo 
frequently attributed to the licentioufnefs of the foldiers, 
fhould with much more juttice be charged to the inde- 
-fenfible conduét of their fuperiors; whether by a pre- 
vious relaxation of difcipline, an immediate participation 
| inthe guilt, or ano lefs culpable fufferance of the enor- 
| mity. About the time that the embarkation took place 
at New York, gen. Prevoft marched from aft Florida 
into the fouthern parts of Georgia. The royal troops, in 
traverfing the defert that feparates the one from the other, 
were obliged to live for feveral days on oyfters.. After 
encountering many difficulties, they heard of col. Camp- 
- bell’s arrival and fuccets. They at length appeared be- 
fore and furrounded the town and fort of Sunbury. The 
garrifon confifting of about 200 men, made a fhow of 
defence, and gave the general the trouble of opening 
trenches; but all hope of relief being cut off by the fall 
of the capital, they farrendered at difcretion. The ge- 
neral marched to. Savannah, and took the command of 
the combined . forces from New York and St. Aucul- 
tine, and confequently of 3 Georgia. _ Previous to his ar- 


¢ 


tival, a proclamation had been iffued to encourage the 


) r “* Dr. Ramfay’s Hiftory ‘of the Revolytion in South Carolina, vol. 
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impracticable without fwimiming a deep watery fwamp, 1778 
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‘77% inhabitants to come in, and fubmit to the conquerors, 
with promifes of proteétion on condition, that “ with 
their arms they would fupport royal government.” Num- 
bers fubmitted, but the determined republicans fled up 
into the weftern parts of the country, or into South Ca- | 
rolina. i 


Uhe attention of congrefs and the public has beer 
much engaged about Mr. Silas Deane fince his return fro 1 | 
France. You will recolleé&t what has been written relative | 
to his recall-—p. 38. Congrefs in Auguft defired hin | 
to give from his memory, a general account of his whole _ 
tranfaftions in France, frorn the time of his firft arrival, 
as well as a particular flate of the funds of congrefs, 
and the commercial tranfactions in Europe, efpecially 
with Mr. Beaumarchais. ‘They appear not to have been _ 
thoroughly fatisfied ; and to have had apprehenfions left — 
there had. been a mifapplication of the public money. — 
Mr. Deane feems not to have relifhed his fituation ; but 
to have been defirous of changing it by returning’ to 
France, or exciting a general refentment againft con- 
prefs. He had not yet accounted for his expenditure of 
public money; and had carefully left his papers» and 
youchers behind him, though he had the opportunity of 
d’Eftaing’s fleet to procure them a fafe tranfportation to | 
America. On the joth of November he -addreffied a 
Jetter to congrefs, fignifying his intentions of returning 
to France, and prefling to have his affairs brought to 
fome conclufion. December the rft congréfs refolved, 
*« that after to-morrow they will meet two hours at leaft 
each evening, Saturdays excepted, beginning at fixo’clock, 
until the prefent ftate of their foreign affairs be fully con-. 
fidered,” On the fourth Mr, Deane wrote again to them, _ 

acquaint= 
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acquainting them of his having received their notifica- 1778 
‘tion of the refolve, and expreffed his thanks; and yet ,, 

‘on the day following he publifhed in the news papers, ish 
Mn addrefs to the free and virtuous citizens of America, 
dated Novembef, but without any day of the month. 
| ~The addrefs threw the public into a convulfion, and 
made them jealoufly uneafy : for it exprefied a neceffity 
ot appealing to them, and communicating that infor- 
mation againft which their reprefentatives had fhut their 
“ears ee or infinuated that their public fervants, 
“Mefirs. Arthur and William Lee, were deficient in abi- 
ities, application and fidelity, and were univerfally dif 
_ guftful to the French nation ;—intimated a defign to 
-Jead them into a breach of their national faith and honor, 
‘folemnly pledged to their ally ;—refleéted upon the in- 
tegrity of fome leading members in congrefs ;—and 
 ftrongly hinted at further important information to be 
brought forward if there fhould be occafion. Mr. Deane 
by publifhing his addrefs on the Saturday, fecured the 
advantage of the Sunday for its being more univerlally 
read in the city and neighbourhood, while frefh from the 
: prefs, than it would otherwife have been. In the morn~ 
ing of the day when it appeared, and before congrels 
(as mutt be fuppofed) were acquainted with its contents, 
they affigned Monday evening for hearing him, and or- 
dered his being notified to attend. The intervening 


{pace gave the members an opportunity of peruting it, 
fo that when they met on Monday evening at fix o’clock, 
| they refolved, “ That Silas Deane efq; report to con- 
oo in writing, as foon as may be, his. agency of their 
_affairs in Europe, together with any intelligence refpect- 

-jng their foreign affairs which he may judge proper :-= 
That 


»r$ 
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5778. That Mr. Deane be informed, that if he hath. any thing 


to communicate to congrefs in the interim, of tmninediate 


inportance, he fhall be heard to-morrow evening at fix 
o'clock.” Mr. Deane attending was called in, and the °| 


foregoing refolutions were read. Thus were the ears of 
congrefs opened to him: but their good difpofition was 
not improved for the communication of that wondrous 
information which he had threatened to give in his ad- 
drefs. The conduct of Mr. Deane in his addrefs to 
the public, was the fubject of debate in congrefg ; many 
members were for having no more concern with him at 
prefent, but for leaving him to the public as he had ap- 
pealed to chem, till he had done with them and they with 


him, They judged that the honor of congrefs bound — 
them to this meafure: but others apprehended. that dif. | 
contents would arife from a fuppofed: inattention, and 


were therefore inclined to a different line of conduét, 
This divifion of fentiment on what might be fuppofed 
the honor of the houfe, occafioned Mr. Laurens, who 


adhered to the former opinion, to refign the chair, on — 
the gth of December, The next day John Jay clay | 


was elected prefident. 


Such was the clamor rapidly raifed, and the torture 


occafioned through the United States, by Mr. Deane’s: 
publication, that Mr. Payne, under the former fignature 


of Common Senfe, endeavoured to allay them in an ad~. 
drefs to him. This led on to further publications pros. ‘ 


and con, in which Mr. Payne made a confpicuous figure,’ 
and had great advantage, from being fecretary to the’ 


committee of congrefs for foreign affairs. They have 


brought to light feveral important fecrets, and particu. 
larly the following—The commiffioners, Mefirs. Frank- 
3 ling 
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lin, Arthur Lee and Deane, in their joint letter of Febru; 177% 


ary 16, 1778, fay, ‘* We hear Mr. Beaumarchais has 
fent over a perfon to demand a large fum of money of 
you on account of arms, ammunition, 6c. We think 
it will be beft for you to leave that matter to be fettled 
here (in France) as there is a mixture of public and pri- 
vate which you cannot fo well develop.” [Though Mr, 
Deane was privy to Mr. Francey’s coming, and had even 
by letter recommended the bufinefs he came upon, yet 
in this joint letter he appears to know no more of the 


_ matter than the other two.j—In the fpring of 1776, 


a fubfcription was raifed in France to fend a prefent to 


; America of two hundred thoufand pounds fterling, in 
| money, arms and ammunition. All that the fuppliers 
| wanted to know was, through what channel it fhould be 


remitted, and Mr. Beaumarchais was fixed upon as their 
agent. [If this fubfeription had not the pecuniary fup- 
port, it undoubtedly had the countenance, of the crown, 


| for the defpotic police of France would otherwife have 


immediately crufhed it.] ‘Mr. Beaumarchais appears to 
have been employed by the fubfcribers, to offer the fup- 
plies purchafed by their money as a prefent to America, 
and a contract’ was made for the freightage of them: 
they \ were fent in the Amphitrite, Seine and Mercury, 
two years ago.— The duplicates of the difpatches of Oc~ 


| tober 6 and 7> 1777, which fhould have arrived by capt. 
Folger, but who had received blank papers in their 
| ftead, were brought over with the treaty of alliance by 
Mr. Simeon Deane. Thefe fhow, that had the difpatches 


arrived fafely, congrefs would have had a clew to guide 
them, in fettling with Mr. Francey as Mr. Beaumar- 


Prats ioe and have elcaped paying for the’ prefent. 


Befide 
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"77% Befide the general information communicated by the 
three cornmiffioners in their joint letter of October the 
7th, Mr. Arthur Lee in his fingle one of the preced- 
ing day, gave a circumftantial account in what manner 
the prefent was firft offered, and declared—“ That for 
the money and military ftores already given, no remit- 
tance will ever be required.” The duplicates arrived 
a month too late, congrefs having on the 8th of April — 
fettled the bufinefs on which Mr. Francey was fent— | 
While the packets fer congrefs and col. R. H. Lee con- 
taining the before-mentioned two letters were filled up 
with blank white paper, a large handfome packet di- 
rected to Mr, Hancock, prefident when the difpatches q 
were written, befide one to Mr. Robert. Morris, and | 
another to Mr. Silas Deane’s brother Barnaby, came in 
perfect fafety by capt. Folger. 

Many are now very fufpicious, that the parties who : 
poffefied themfelves of the miffing difpatches, had a_ 
knowledge of their contents; and that Mr, Deane is ca- 4 | 
pable of informing the public who they were, and what 
advantages they were to enjoy from Mr. Francey’s fuc. 
cefs through the lofs of the difpatches and the non-ar= i 
rival of the duplicates in feafon, The public at large, 
and their repreientatives in congrefs, were much divided © 
by the publications relating to Mr. Deane. The army 
in general fided with him. Their attachment was in- { 
creafed by his declaring—< I am fully confident, that ° 
every intrigue and cabal formed againft our es | q 
commander in chief, will prove as ineffectual as thofe 
againtt Dr. Franklin.” This declaration brought for- 
ward to public view, part of Mr. Deane’s letter to the 
foreign tommittee, dated Paris, December 6, 1776-— 
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« J fubmit the thought to you, whether if you could 1778 


engage a great general of the higheft character in-Ku- ~ 


_ rope, fuch for inftance as prince Ferdinand, or M (arfhal) 


B(roglio), or others of equal rank to take the lead 
of your armies, fuch a ftep would not be politic, as it 
‘would give a character and credit to your military, 
and {trike perhaps a greater terror into our enemies. 
I only fuggeft the slneaae ii and leave you to confer with 


baron (Kalbe) on the fubject at large.” | 
Mr. Gerard was fo alarmed at the publications of Mr. 1779: 


Payne, that he prefented a memorial to congrefs upon 
the occafion, by which they were led into the confide- 


_ ration of them. Various motions were made refpecting 


the fecretary ; among the reft one for hearing him the 


» e Fy fe fa 
next day, which being negatived, and the negative com- 


municated to him, he wrote on the 8th a letter to con~ 
grefs, by which he refigned his office of fecretary to the 
committee of foreign affairs.. Two days after, the French 
minifter fent a fecond memorial; and on the 12th con- 


; “ . 
grefs “ refolved unanimoufly, that the prefident be ci- 


reéted to affure the {aid minifter, that the congrefs do 


fully, in the cleareft and moft explicit manner, dilavow 


the publications referred to in the faid memorials; and 
as they are convinced by indifputable evidence, that 
the fupplies fhipped in the Amphitrite, Seine and Mer- 
ccury, were not a prefent, and that his moft Chriftian 
majefty, the great and generous ally of thefe. United. 


States, did not preface his alliance with any fupplies | 


whatever fent to America, fo they have not authorized. 
the writer of the faid publications to make any fuch af- 
fertions as are contained therein, but on the contrary de 
highly difapprove of the fame,” They were indeed: 


con- 


Re 
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2779- convinced, by the deiiathitble evidence of having been — 
charged with, and drawn in to make themfelves debtors 
for the fupplies; that they were not a prefent: but had | 
the difpatches been received, or the duplicates in time, 
fo that they could have known that they were originally 
intended for a prefent, and that no remittance for them 
would ever be required; that invincible evidence would 
have been wanting. Had their generous ally really pre- 
faced his alliance with any fupplies, it would have been 
undoubtedly in fuch a guarded way, as to have admit-_ 
ted of anegative, whenever the fame became politically 
Th, neceflary. For the further fatisfa€tion of Mr. Gerard, — 
rz. the congrefs “ refolved unanimoufly, That as neither. 
France or thefe United States may of: right, fo thefe . 
United States will not conclude either truce or peace — 
with the common enemy, without the formal confent of — 


their ally firft obtained, and that any matters or things 


which may be infinuated or afferted to the contrary 
thereof, tend to the injury and difhonor se the faid 


ftates.”” ) 
Inftead of proceeding further in the account of con-) _ 


greffional acts and refolves, let me here relate certain -_ é | 
ticles of intelligence that have been neceffarily omitted: © 
The confederation has been ratified by all the faces’ 
excepting Maryland. On'the sth of December con- 
erefs refolved, “ ‘hat the fentence of the general court 
martial upon general Lee be carried into execution.” _ 
All but New York and the Delaware counties were re- 
prefented. Four voted in the affirmative, two in the ne-- 
gative ; the other five were not fufficiently united to vote 
either way. It is probable, that a regard to gen. Wafh- 
ington, and an apprehenfion that if the fentence was 
not 
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fot confirmed he might refign, produced a confirma- #773 


tion. But the genuine patriotifm of the commander 
in chief, would have prevented his declining to ferve 
his country, while his exertions were acceptable, had the 
tefolve been different. In that cafe, no cenfure could 
have fallen upon him, it would have been only declar- 
ing, that upon a clofe attention to the evidence contained 
in the trial, with a copy of which every member was fur- 
nifhed, congrefs thought the court martial miftaken. 

 Wednefday the 30th of December was obferved by order 
of congrefs as a thank{giving day. At this very period, 
‘the affairs of the United States were in a moft diftreffed, 
ruinous and deplorable condition. Idlenefs, diffipation 
and extravagance, feemed to have laid faft hold of the 
| generality; and peculation, fpeculation, and an infatiable 
' thirft for riches, to have gotten the better of every other 
confideration and almoft of every order of men. Party 
difputes and perfonal quarrels were the great bufinefs of 
the day, while the momentous concerns of the empire, 
a great and accumulated debt, ruined finances, depre- 
_ ciated money, and want of credit (which in the confe- 
quences is the want of every thing) were but fecondary 
_confiderations, and poftponed by congrefs from time to 
time, as if their affairs wore the moft promifing afpect. 
The paper was finkine in Philadelphia daily 50 per cent. 
and yet an affembly, a confort, a dinner or fupper (which 
coft two or three hundred pounds) did not only take 
men off from acting, but even from thinking of this 
bufinefs. Some of the moft difinterefted and patriotic 
Americans felt more real diftrefs on account of this ap- 


pearance of things, than they had done at any one time 


- fincé’ the commencement of the difpute, 
yisy Con- 
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1779: Congrefs refolved, that as many counterfeits had ap- 


an, say as oT 
2, peared in ecireulation of various denominations of the. 


‘emiffion of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, the 
whole emiffions of thefe two dates, fhould be taken out 
‘of circulation. They were to be received within a li-. 
mited term fer continental debts and taxes, and into: 
the continental loan offices, either to loan or be ex- 
changed at the election of the owners, The counter’ 
feiting of the bills, according to my information, ori-_ 
ginated with either James or John Rankin, formerly of 
York county in Pennfylvania. Having quitted their, 
farms and joined the royalifts, that government confif- 
cated their eftates: one of them, to compenfate for | 
his lofles and avenge himfelf upon the United States, — 
entered upon the bufinefs of counterfeiting their paper ‘a 
i 


currency, which was afterward practifed by others. 

The convention troops were fent off in the fecond , 
week of November to Virginia : the Germans marched | A 
from Cambridge, the Britith from Rutland, in which  ‘ 


J 


town they had been quartered for fome time back. But. 
as the people could not banifh from their minds, the, ' 
notions they had imbibed of the cruelties the American a | 
prifoners had received, and as fome were afraid of being! 
plundered, and others of being killed, the troops while~ | 
upon their march met with great incivility from all ranks’ 
and degrees of men. ‘The militia guard, which ef. | 
corted gen. Reidefel’s baggage from Hartford to the ‘ 
York line, broke open fome of the boxes and plundered. 1 
them of feveral dozen of wine, a great number of fper-._ 
maceti candles, and five dozen packs of cards. The 
general was fo much difpleafed with their conduct, that. 
he wrote a letter to gen, M‘Dougall, who returned a; 
very 


} 
| 
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‘very polite anfwer, and furnifhed a guard of continental 1779, 


‘troops to efcort the bageage to Suffex court-houfe in 
the Jerfeys. | | 

ject of which they determined to take into immediate 
‘confideration, at the fame time informing him, that if 
jhe wifhed to communicate any thing further, they would 
receive the fame from him in a private atdience. 


He having a with to make further communication, at- 
tended on the 15th, when congrefs was refolved into a 
committee of the whole. The committee reported, on 
the 23d, “* That upon the confideration of all the mat- 
ters referred, they are of opinion, that his Catholic ma- 
jefty is difpofed to enter into an alliance with the United 
)States of America; that he hath manifefted this difpo- 
fition in a decifive declaration lately made to the court 
jof Great Britain; that in confequence of fuch declara- 
tion, the independence of thefe United States muft be 
finally acknowledged by Great Britain, and immediately 
thereon a negotiation for peace will be fet on foot be- 
tween the powers of France, Great Britain, and thefe 
United States, under the mediation of his Catholic ma- 
jefty ; or that Spain will take part in the war, and his 
‘Catholic majefty will unite his force with the moft Chrif- 
tian king and the United States :—That in order to be 
in readinefs for a negotiation, the minifters of the United 
States ought to be inftructed by congrefs on the feveral 
following particulars, viz. 1. What to infift upon as the 
ultimatum of thefe ftates: 2. What to yield or require 
on terms of mutual exchange and compenfation.” The 
committee reported their opinion upon thefe points, 


Vou. Il. antes which 


| Mr. Gerard prefented memorials to congrefs, the fub- Feb- 


ths athe 
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779° which weré afterward the fubyects of confideration in | 


agreed, ft, What fhould be the bounds of the Thir-: 


therefore called the Weftern lands. You muft ufe this) 
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congrefs. i 

Mr. Gerard manifefted a defire, that the war might 
not be prolonged by too high and unreafonable demands ; 
and that the United States would bring their ultimatum | 
as low as poffible. He ftrongly recommended mode- ; 
ration. ‘The fate of war was uncertain; and he hinted | 
that a decifive naval engagement in favor of the Britifh, 4 
might give a great turn to their affairs. Mr. 5. Adams ( 
was for infifting upon the ceflion of Canada and Nova: 
Scotia; and fome were for adding Florida. Congrefs | 


teen United States in the ultimatum: 2d, That every; 
port and place within the United States, and every ifland, | i 
harbour and road to them, or any of them belonging, | ! 
Should be abfolutely evacuated by the land and fea forces 1 
of his Britannic majefty, and yielded to the powers of: 
the ftate to which they refpectively belong. The fifhery) 
is a point which the New Englanders are much fet upon | 
having fecured, and which will occafion répeated de=) 
bates, and be long before it. is fully and finally deters: 
mined. a 

The Parifian Bdik iad Monfieur Vergennes;. doés not! 
eonfine his policy to the eftablifhment of American: in- 
dependence ;. it aims at fecuring to the French the New-) 
foundland fifhery to the exclufion of the United Statesy} 
and to the Spaniards the fole navigation of the Mifi-; 
fMfippi, and thelands on the eaftern fide of it, at the back 
of the prefent fettlements of the United States, andj 


information as a clew to guide you through the labyrinth; 
of Mr, Gerard’s negotiation. Nine days after he had 
; his 
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the king of Naples having opened his ports to the flag 
of the United States of America. flea eye 
| The ftroke aimed at gen: Mifflin by the congrefs re- 


folve of June 11, 1778; (fee p. 12.) having anfwered its 
intention, all further proceedings ceafed ; on which the 
general, on the 17th of Auguft, fent a letter to conerefs 


} enclofing his commiffion, which for reafons therein fet 
| forth, he begged leave to refign, That and two, more 
| jetters of an earlier date were referred to a, committee 


of three, who reported on the 23d of January 1779, 
that it did not appear to them that any proceedings had 
taken place fince the refolve of June the 11th, and that 


\if the faid refolution was to be carried into execution, it 


-fhould be done in the ufual manner, and that gen. Walh- 
‘ington fhould have directions accordingly. Still the 
‘matter refted, fo that Mifflin on the 25th of February, 
informed congrefs that he had not heard what was their 
pleafure as to his refignation, and requefted of them afrefh 
‘to accept it, which they then refolved to do. Thus he. 
has been impelled to lay afide his military character, 
which for the liberties of his country he had affumed, 
though of the quaker denomination : but he retains his 
patriotifm, and will continue a volunteer in the fervice 
of the public. He refumed the quarter mafter general’s 
department in September 1776 (then vacant through a 
-refignation) by the defire and order of congrefs, and not 
for any private view or emoluments of his own, fo that 
he did not confider himfelf as refponfible for the cala- 
mitous effets of any delay, which depended not on 
himfelf or his affociates, but on congrefs. 

Let us refume our account of military operations. — 
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his audience of congrefs, they received the account of 1779 
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have been in time to have joined gen. Howe before the , 
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The South Carolina delegates, rather with’a view to | 
conqueft, than from any fpecial apprehenfion of danger - 
to their own or neighbouring ftate, from ‘the troops un- | 
der Sir Henry Clinton, requefted the congrefs to appoint , 
gen. Lincoln (on whofe character they juftly repofed , 
great confidence) to the command of all their forces to | 
the fouthward: accordingly they made the appointment , | 
on the 25th of September, and ordered him to repair 
immediately to Charleftown. When he took his leave 
of them in Odtober, they had in contemplation the re- 
duétion of Eaft Florida, and put into his hands a fcheme ) 
for effecting it, with the obfervations of two gentlemen 
on the ftrength of St. Auguftine. The firft hint of a 
deftination of Britifh troops for Georgia appears to hall 
been given to the commander in chief by a letter of the 
gth of O&tober, from a confidential correfpondent at , 
New York. It was the 4th of December before the ge- ; 
neral arrived at Charleftown. ‘The North Carolina ftate, ' 


on the firft intelligence of an intended embarkation from , 
New York for the fouthward, generoufly raifed about | 
2000 militia to ferve for five months; put them under , 

the command of gens. Afhe and Rutherford, and en | 


them forward without delay. ‘They came on with fuch 
difpatch, that had they not been detained ten days near 
Charleftown, to be furnifhed with arms, they would . 


reduGtion of Savannah. South Carolina had not a Ge 
ficient ftock of public arms for the militia of both {tates, i 
and fufpended the diftribution of them, till it became , 
certain whether South Carolina or Georgia was the ob- | 
ject of the Britifh armament, which could not be de- ' 
termined while it was in the offing. On the morning | 


y 
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Charleftown, with the levies and militia from North Ca- 
‘folina, amounting to about 950, marched for Georgia : 
they made their firft junction with the American army 
after their retreat over the Savannah. 

) quarters at Puryfburgh, about 30 miles from the mouth 
of the Savannah. He met with a fore difappointment. 
_ He had been encouraged to expect a force confifting of 
7000 men, befide the militia of South Carolina and 
Georgia, whereas he had only 1400 in the whole. He 
was alfo led to believe, that he fhould meet with great 
plenty of fupplies and military ftores, inftead of which 
there were no field pieces, arms, tents, camp utenfils or 
lead, and but very little powder; in fhort, hardly any 
article in the arfenal or quarter-matfter’s f{tore, all occa- 
fioned by the want of a military cheft. A large propor- 
tion of the South Carolina militia was draughted, and 


i 


) marched under gen. Richardfon for head quarters. But 


they behaved very badly, refufed to fubmit to the arti- 
cles of war for the government of the continentals, and ~ 
left the camp and even their pofts at pleafure with im- 
‘punity; as gen. Lincoln had no hold of them, their 
own ftate law only impofing a fine, inftead of putting 
them upon the fame footing congrefs had ordered for 
all the militia when in pay of the continent and acting 
with the regular troops. When ordered on command, 
and implicit obedience was expected, they would afk at 
times—‘* Whither are we going? And how long are - 
we to ftay?” By the 24th of January moft of them had 


‘left the camp. Their defection however was in fome 


| ‘meafure repaired by the arrival at length of gen. Athe 
Or 4 near 


of the 26th, two regiments of 150 men each from 177% 


January the ad; gen: Lincoln eftablifhed his head Jan. 
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1779. near head quarters, on the 31ft, with about 1100'theh, 
which addition made the number of rank and file under 
Lincoln 2428, befide 367 on command. 

While the greateft part of the American force cont | 
fifted of fuch ungovernable militia, gen. Prevoft joined _ 
col. Campbell with 7oo regular troops from St. Au. | 
euitine, With this increafe of numbers he withed ta | 
eftablifh a poft in South Carolina, and detached 2006 | 
men to take poffeffion of Port-Royal ifland, Soon after 
they tafe? gen. Moultrie, at the head of an equal 
number, in which there were only nine reoular foldiers, 

attacked and drove them off. This advantage was prin- 
cipall ly gained by two field pieces, well ferved by a party 
of the Charleftown militia artillery. The Britith loft 
almoft all their officers ; and feveral prifoners were taken, 
The Americans had a lieutenant and feyen privates kill- 
ed, and 22 wounded. ‘This fuccefs checked the Bri 
tifh, and for the prefent prevented any enterprife againft j 
South Carolina; but they extended themfelves over a | 
great part of Georgia, and eftablifhed two pofts, one at . 
Ebenezer, and the other at Augufta. The laft place 
being high up in the country, was a good pofition for . 

-awing the wéftern inhabitants, and a convenient ren- 
dezvous for the royalifts. Here the Britifh endeavour- 
ed to ftrengthen themfelves by the addition of South 
Carolina tories. They employed emiffaries to encou- 
rage them to a general infurrection, and affured them, 
‘that if they would crofs the Savannah, and add their 
force to that of the king’s army at Augufta, they would 
have fuch a decided fuperiority, as would effectually 
crufh their enemies, and make a fpeedy return to their 


homes practicable on their own terms. ‘The army con- 
fitted 


| 


a eee 


Campbell. Several hundreds of the Carolina tories col- 
yefted, embodied under the denomination of loy- 
valifts, and marched along the weftern frontiers of South 
‘Carolina. They had fuch numbers of the mott j infa- 
Pages characters among them, that their general com- 
) plexion was that of a plundering banditti, more {olicitous 


jfor booty than the honor and intereft of their royal 


‘matter. As they marched, they appropriated to their 


jown ule every kind of property they could carry off. 


Col. Pickins upon intelligence of their progrefs and ra- 
pine, colleéted the whig militia of the diftrit of Nine- 
ay Six. He left a guard at the Cherokee ford to impede 
their crofling the Savannah, while he went upon fome 
other fervice; during his abfence they made good their 
paflage. He immediately followed them with about 
joo men; came up with and engaged them about three 


J quarters of an hour, when they gave way and were to- 
tally routed. They had 40 killed, including their leader 


col. Boyd, who had been fecretly employed by the Bri- 


} ih to colle and head them. Pickins had nine killed 


and feveral wounded, By this action the tories were 
difperfed all over the country. Some ran to North Ca-. 


J rolina, Many returned bome, and caft themfelves upon 


the mercy of their flate government. Being the fub- 


} jets’ of South Carolina, they were tried in a regular 


manner, and 70 were condemned to die; but fentence 
was executed only on 5 prancipals, . Bae the reft were 
pardoned. | 

The Britifh having extended their’ ‘pats up the river, 
gen. Lincoln fixed encampments a: Black Swamp, and 


nearly oppolite to Augutta on the north fide. Witha view 
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fitted of about 2000 regulars and royalifts under col, 1779 
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which might offer for croffing the river, and limiting ! 
the Britith to the fea coaft of Georgia, gen. Afhe was - 


ordered to the upper parts of the country. He began 
his march on the roth, with 1500 North Carolina mi- 


litia, and the remains of the Georgia continentals; and ; 


on the 13th in the evening reached gen. Williamfon’s 
camp oppofite Augufta. That fame night col. Camp- 


bell made fo hafty a retreat from Augutta, that by eight | 


the next morning he had marched 14 miles lower 
down. ‘This precipitate movement was owing to fome 


falfe intelligence refpeéting either Afhe’s force, or the | 


arrival of a large body of continentals at Charleftown; 


which Campbell credited, and from whence he inferred 1 


the neceffity of an immediate retreat to prevent his being 
cut of. Lincoln finding that he had quitted Augutta, 
wrote to Afhe, that it was of the greateft importance, 
that if the enemy was out of the upper part of the coun- 
try, he fhould follow them down as faft as poffible, left 
by a forced march they fhould join their own troops 
below, attempt his poft, and drive him from it, before 


he (Afhe) could come up with their rear. Lincoln on 


the 22d fent him the following intimation— I think 
that Briar Creek will be a good itand for you, until fome 
plan of co-operation be digefted, for which purpofe, as 
foon as you arrive there, I will meet you at the Two 


‘Sifters, you appointing the time.” Ahe croffed the | 
Savannah with about 1200 troops, befide 200 light horfe, _ 


On Saturday morning the 27th, the army arrived at'the 
lower bridge on Briar Creek. The next day gens. Brian 


and Elbert took -pofleffion of a proper fpot of ground 


at twelve o’clock and encamped, Athe being ‘gone to 
meet 
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horfe and foot had been feen within their picquets the 


night preceding. Afhe returned the evening of the ad Mar. 


to camp. On Wednefday the 3d, nothing was in for- 


- wardnefs for repairing the bridge which Campbell had 


deftroyed in his return downward, though it had been 
reported five days before, that the repair would take up 
‘but Gx hours. About two in the afternoon, informa- 


} tion was given, that one of their foldiers had fix balls 


fhot through his body; little or no notice was taken of 


» ¥t. Within an hour after, an account was brought, that 
‘s00 Britifh regulars were at the ferry. At half paft four 
i a few of the American horfemen returned. from. fkir- 
| mifhing with the enemy, when orders were iffued for the 


troops to be formed into platoons trom the right, and 


—compofed into a column: it was not long before the 
Britith light infantry appeared. Lieut. col. Prevoft, after 


4 circuitous march of about 50 miles, in which he crofied 
Briar Creek 15 miles above Afhe’s encampment, came 


unexpectedly on his rear with a detachment of about goo 
men, including fome horfe. Upon the appearance of 
the Britith Heht infantry, Athe faid to Elbert, who com- 
_manded the continentals— Sir, you had better advance 
and engage them.” They did not exceed 100 rank and 


file, but upon Elbert’s ordering them, they formed, ad- 
vanced thirty yards in front of the enemy, and com- 
-menced a very fharp fire on them, which continued 


about fifteen minutes. Afhe and the North Carolina 
_ militia remained about 100 yards in the rear entirely in- 
“aétive. Inftead of advancing to fupport the continen- 


tals, they were ftruck with fuch’a panic at being fo com- 
pes pletely 
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meet Lincoln. On March the 2d, the officer of the 1779, 
day reported, that reconnoitring parties of the enemy’s 
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4779 pletely furprifed, that they went to the right about, and 
a in confufion without difcharging a fingle musket. 
The few Georgia regulars finding themfelves thus de-- 
lerted, and being furrounded by a great part of the enemy, 
broke and endeavoured alfo to efeape. Elbert did every, _, 
thing to rally them but in vain. He and the furvivors | 
of his brave corps were made prifoners, About 150 
Americans were killed, and 162 were captured. None 


had any chance of efcaping but by eroffing the river, in 
attempting which many were drowned; of thofe who 
cot over fafe, a great part returned home, and never 
more rejoined the American camp ; the number’ that 
joined it, did not.exceed 450 men. ‘This event de 
prived gen. Lincoln of one fourth of his number, fe. 
cured to the Britifh the poffeffion of Georgia, and opened 
a communication between them, the Indians, and the 
tories of South and North Carolina, | 
Toward the end of the laft year, an American camp 
was formed at Danbury, the fufferings it underwent you q 
may collect from the following paflage in the letter ofa 
field officer of January 23d.—‘‘ We were not under 
cover till the beginning of the prefent year, It was , 
diftreffing to fee our officers and men in tents in fuch | 
fevere cold weather. Added to which, and the former 
lift of grievances, was the want of provifions. From@ 
fix to nine days were our men frequently without bread, © 
A revolt took place in general Fluntington’s brigade; 
400 men got under arms, and marched off the ground _ 
fo an advantageous poft, where they expected to have © 
been joined by the men of the other two brigades; but — 
by the alacrity of the afficess and gen. Putnam’ $ infna 
ence, they were difperied,’ | fa 
An 
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An expedition has been agreed on againtt the inimical 1779 
indians of the fix nations. The command of it is to 
be intrufted with gen. Sullivan. The plan is to divide 
the force into three parts. The principal confifting of 
about 3000 is to go by the way of Sufquehanna. Ano- Cue 
ther of about 1000 is to enter the Indian country by the a 
Mohawk river; and the other of about 500 is to attack ca 
by the Ohio and Allegahany rivers. Gen. Wafhington 
is endeavouring, by appearances of an expedition to 
Canada, to induce the Britith governor to keep his force 
at home; and with a view to it, befide jealoufies which 
have been excited on the fide of lake Champlain, he is 
trying to create others by the way of Coos. A con- 
| fiderable number of Americans was employed the laft 
| 
| 


year in cutting a road from thence toward Canada. 
Col. Hazen is now gone with his regiment to extend 
] the road toward the Sorel, and give the appearance of 
an intention to invade the province by that paflage. The 
American army are better clad and more healthy than 
they have ever been fince the formation of the army. 
‘The procuring of early and good intelligence is of the 
higheft importance to the American commander in 
chief. He has therefore direéted one of his confidential 
- correfpondents to refide at New York, to mix with and 
put on the airs of a tory, thereby to cover his real cha- 
-yaéter and avoid fufpicion. He has hinted to him an 
intimacy with fome well informed refugee. | Members 
of congrefs are not “trufted with the names of fuch cor? 
refpondents, concerning whom the ftricteft honor, and 
the profoundeft fecrecy, is obferved, and every precau- 
tion taken to prevent a difcovery by unforefeen acci- : 
| dents. They are furnithed with two chymical liquids, 
or 


See 
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41779. or fympathetic inks, the one for writing, and the other 
for rendering what is written vifible; the former of that 
nature as not to become vifible by any mean whatever, 
but by having the latter rubbed over it. | 
The king’s fpeech on opening the feffion of parlia- | 
ment, has been circulated through the United States 
more than a month ago. The popular leaders have 
been diverting themfelves with it. They triumph at 
obferving, that it is replete with complaints of the un- 
exampled and unprovoked hoftility of the court of F rance 
——that while the profeffions of neutral powers are repre- 
fented as friendly, their armaments are mentioned as — 
fufpicious—and that there is a total filence with regard 
to the American war. 

A number of loyal refugees had wate and been 
permitted by Sir Henry Clinton to embody under proper 
officers, and to retaliate and make reprifals upon the 
Americans declared to be in actual rebellion againtt their | 
fovereign. A party of them, who had formerly be- 
longed to the Maffachufetts, made an attempt upon 
Falmouth in Barnftable county, but were repulfed by‘ 

Acai the militia. They renewed it, but not fucceeding, went 1 

5. off to Nantucket, and landed 200 men, entered the 
town, broke open warehoufes, and carried off large quanti-_ 
ties of oil, whalebone, molaffes, fugar, coffee, and every 
thing that fell in their way. They alfo carried off two | 
brigs, loaded for the Weft Indies, two or three f{choon- 
ers, and a large number of boats. In a proclamation — 
they left behind, they took notice of their having been _ 
imprifoned, compelled to abandon their dwellings, iene 
and. connections, had their eftates fequeftered, and been 
themfelves formally banifhed, never to return on pain 


- off 
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of death. Thus circumftanced, they conceived them- 1778 
‘felves warranted, by the laws of God and man, to wage 

war againft their perfecutors, and to ufe every mean in 
their power to obtain compenfation for their fufferings. 
The news of the French king’s declaration of war, aT 
publifhed at Martinico in the middle of laft Auguft, but a @. 
figned at Verfailles the 28th of June, and the capture ont 
of Dominica by the French, reached the continent as yet 
early as could be expected. By the accounts that are aa i 
given, the Britifh government had been at an unufual : | 
expence in fortifying that ifland, and the works had been ~ ena, 
lately covered with a numerous artillery, fent from Bri- ee i 
tain for the purpofe. But though there were 160 pieces aoae 
of cannon and 20 mortars, the regular troops who com- 
pofed the garrifon amounted only to about a hundred. — : Py 
| Neither the importance nor the weaknefs of Dominica, a 
_efcaped the attention of the marquis de Bouille, gover- Hoh 
nor general of the French windward iflands, whofe re- re 


a 
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fidence was at Martinico. He therefore landed on the 

ifland with about 2000 men, under cover of fome fri- 

gates and privateers, about day break of laft September 

) the 7th, and proceeded to attack the different batteries 

) and forts by land, as his marine force did by fea. The 
handful of regulars, with the militia and inhabitants in 
general, did all that could be expected, but defence was 
fruitlefs, fo that the lieutenant governor ‘Stuart, to fave 

the inhabitants from plunder and ruin, entered into a ca- 
pitulation, which was foon concluded. ‘The terms were 

the moft moderate that could be conceived; the marquis, 

out of his great humanity, having nearly agreed, with- 

out difcuffion or referve, to every condition propofed in 
favor of the people, whofe only change was that of fo- 
vergignty. d 
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1779 vereignty: The fmalleft diforder or pillage was not per- 
mitted ; and the marquis, in licu of plunder, rewarded 
the foldiers and volunteers with a confiderable gratuity 
in-ready money: His ftay was fhort: he left a garrifon 
of. 1500 men behind him, who with the ftrength of thé 
works, and the powerful artillery in their hands, will 
be able to defend Dominica effectually: We are In ex< 
pectation of hearing foon of count d’Eftaing’s operas 
tions. 

An embargo having been laid if thé fouthern ftates 
on the exportation of grain and flour to thefe eaftern ' 
ones, occafioned a fcarcity of bread at Bofton. What | 
from drought the laft fummer, a blight en the rye, the. 
neglect of tillage by the hufbandman’s being called off | 
to the army, and divers other caufes, the inhabitants of 
the farming towns could not afford a fafficient fupply 
to the fea-ports. Thefe have fitted out a number of 
cruifers, which in fome inftances have procured a tem= , 
porary relief; but “ the trade and harbours upon the 
Maflachufetts fea coafts have been left in fuchan unguarded: 
and defencelefs fituation, that where the Bay-men have 
taken one veffel from the enemy, their fmall privateers 
out of New York have taken ten from them*.” The 

. daft month the Boftonians were in Great diftrefs for want 

Konl of flour: but the other day a cargo of it happily arrived 

22, from Baltimore. The Maffachufett’s houfe of affembly, 
judging it abfolutely neceffary that fo the army might 
be kept together, have engaged to make good the wages 
of the officers and foldiers raifed in this ftate, at the 
clofé of the conteft, provided it is not done by congrefs. 


* The Maffachufetts council, 


L. EF Te 


_ prevailed among the officers, and every exertion was 
| made in refitting the fhips: fo that he failed on his fecond 
-eruife the 24th of Auguft, and kept the fea as long as 
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Wel, SHREVE Void RE VILL, 


Rotterdam, May 14; 1779. 
Frienb G. : 


HE prefent letter fhall begin with what was a chief 177% 
fubje&t in the former—our Britith admiral Keppel. 
When he returned to Plymouth, he experienced the 
benefit arifing from temperate conduct. Unanimity 


the approaching winter could admit. The F'rench ficet 
left Breft a week before; but fteered to the fouthward, 
and amufed themfelves about Cape Finifterre ; thus their 
own coafts and the bay were abandoned to the Britifh, 
who were in vain endeavouring to obtain intelligence of 
them. The French commerce now became a prey to 
the Britith cruifers, in a degree which few former wars 
had equalled for the time, while the trade of Britain 
arrived in a ftate of fecurity, icarcely exceeded by thas 
of peace. “et 

The reception which adm. Keppel met with on his 
return from fea, both at court and at the admiralty, 
equalled his moft fanguine expectations. An attempt 
however was made on his charaéter from an unexpected — 
quarter. Sir Hugh Pallifer, on the gth of December, 
preferred to the lords of the admiralty articles of accu- 
fation againit him, for offences fuppofed to have been 

' in a committed 
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1778 committed on the 27th of the preceding July, after 
having withheld them near five months. A few hours. 
after the charges were laid, the admiralty, without fur- 
ther inquiry, fent him notice to prepare for his trial. 
Sir Hugh mentioning in the houfe of commons, his 
having demanded a court martial on adm. Keppel, had 
the mortification to hear his conduct in fo doing, and 
alfo in publifhing, a month bgfore, in the newfpaper, a 
vindication of his own behaviour on the 27th of July, 
openly and without referve condemned by every gen- , 
tleman, of whatever fide or party, who fpoke on the 
occafion. The admiral’s trial commenced at Portfmouth 

1779.0n the 7th of January. He gave notice to the admi- | 
ralty, that he might find it ufeful to his defence to | 
produce his inftructions. The admiralty communicated 
to him his majefty’s pleafure, and informed him, that 
they could not confent that the fame fhould be laid be- — 
fore his council, or be produced at the court martial, 


Being willing to run any hazard for the benefit of the | 
ftate, he neither produced them to his council, nor, 
communicated their contents, His trial was not clofed 
till the 11th of February; when the court acquitted 
him of every charge in the fulleft, cleareft, and to him 
moft honorable terms; further declaring, that he had. 
behaved as became a judicious, brave, and experienced _ | 
officer. They marked the conduct of his accufer in~ 
the body of the fentence, by declaring—« that the | 
charge was malicious and ill-founded.” The fentence 
was a matter of notoriety the next day at Weftminfter, 
when it was carried in the houfe of commons, with only 
one diffenting voice, “© That the thanks of this houfe 
be given to admiral Auguftus Keppel, &c. for his having | 
poco 
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glorioufly upheld the honor of the Britifh flag on the!779> 
27th and 28th of July.” The thanks of the lords in 
nearly the fame terms, were agreed to, four days after. 
} Public and unufual rejoicings, in various and remote 
parts of the kingdom, fucceeded the fentence. The 
illuminations in London and Weftminfter, were fuch as 
have fearcely. been exceeded upon any occafion. Sir 
Hugh Pallifer having become the object of general 
odium, refigned his feat at the admiralty board, his 


lieutenant generalfhip of the marines, and his govern- 
ment of Scarborough caftle: he alfo vacated his feat in. 
parliament, and only retained his vice-admiralfhip, as a 
qualification for his trial by a court martial, which was 
ordered to be held upon him. The fame began on the 
rath of April, and clofed the sth of May, the court 
jhaving, after twe days deliberation, agreed upon their 
fentence. They gave it as their, opinion, that his con- 
duét and behaviour on the 27th and 28th of July, were, 
Jin many refpects, highly exemplary and meritorious: at 
the fame time they could not help thinking it was in- 
jcumbent upon him to have made known to his com- 
‘mander in chief the difabled ftate of his fhip the Formi- 
dable. Notwithftanding his omiffion in that particular, 
jthe court were of opinion, that he was not, in any other 
refpect, chargeable with mifconduét or mifbehaviour on 
thofe days, and therefore acquitted him. ) 
| Lord Shuldham and commodore Rowley failed et 
| Spithead, laft December the 25th, with their refpective 
Mquadrons, and a convoy of near 300 fail. His lord- 
| fhip returned after feeing the Weft India and New York 
Mfeets fafe to the diftance of 226 leagues from the Lizard; 
and the commodore proceeded on his voyage to ‘rein- 
‘Vor. III. R force 
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3779+ force admiral Byron. On the 8th of March, admiral 
Hughes, with fix fhips of the line under his command, ; 
having the Eaft and Weft India fleets under convoy, | 
failed from St. Helens for the Eaft Indies, accompanied 
by feveral other men of war, fome in different fervices, 
and others to return after attending the merchantmen 
to a certain latitude. 


The following accounts have been received from the 

Weft Indies. | 
1778 While the marquis de Bouille was engaged in re- | 
ducing Dominica, admiral Barrington, with two fhips , 

of the line and fome frigates, lay at Barbadoes, waiting 
merely for inftruétions which he had been ordered to ex- | 
pect at that place, and which were not yet arrived. It | 
was the French declaration of war, publifhed at Marti- | 

nico, that firft informed him of hoftilities. The lofs 

of two of Sir Peter Parker’s frigates, taken by the 


French on the coaft of Hifpaniola, proved alfo the { 
earlieft mean of conveying intelligence to that admiral, , 


as well as to the government of Jamaica, where he was 
ftationed, that a war had actually commenced. | 

No fooner did adm. Barrington receive information of, 
the invafion of Dominica, than he difpenfed with the | 
violation of his orders, and proceeded to its intended ; 
relief. Ete was too late, as the conqueft was but the 
work of a day: his fmall fquadron however, removed 
the panic which had {pread through the neighbouring | 
iflands, and effectually curbed the Gartbes enterprifes ae 1 
the enemy. | 

» Count d’Eftaing failed from Bofton, and carnntecaaal 
ae with the troops under gen. Grant from Sandy 
“shea each on the fame day for the Weft Indies. 


- ‘ ba Both 


ae 


| of encountering an unequal force, fteering unknown to 


| of keeping them together during the gale, and of getting 


) Barrington on the 10th of December. 


jland. Within two days they failed for the iffahd; and 


} with the erenadiers and light infantry of the whole, un- 
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| Both fleets were equally involved in a gale of wind while 177% 
on their paffage. The French were greatly difperfed, 
_ which probably faved the Britith convoy from the danger 


the commodore the like courfe with. himfel& The re- 
lative fituation of the fleets was a fecret to both com- 
-manders: but they were fo near on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, that a Britith brigantine with four horfes, fell into 
the hands of d’Eftaing. The commodore’s fleet was 
the moft numerous; but he had the fkill and happinefs 


the ftart of the count, fo as to arrive without any other 
lofs than of the brig at Barbadoes, where he joined adm. 


Cle 
IQo 
An expedition for the redu€tion of St. Lucie, was 


‘immediately undertaken without fuffering the troops to | 
the referve of the army, confifting of the sth regiment, 


der general Meadows, landed at the grand Cul de Sac 
on the 13th in the evening. That officer immediately 
pufhed forward with his detachment, to the heights on 
the north fide of the bay, which were occupied by the 
French commandant with the regular forces and militia. 
Thefe pofts he foon forced. While this was doing, gen. 
Prefcot landed with five regiments, with which he 
guarded the environs of the bay, and pufhed on ad- 
vanced pofts, fo as to preferve a communication during 
the night with the referve. When morning appeared, 
the referve, fupported by Prefcot, advanced and took. 
poffeffion of the {mall capital of Morne Fortune. The 
chevalier de: Micoud made what defence he was able, 
| R 2 | but 


1778. but was compelled, by the fuperiority of force, to retire 
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from one poft to another, as the Britifh prefled forward. 
Prefcot took pofeffion of the batteries and pofts in the 
rear of the referve as they advanced. Meadows pufhed 
forward under the heat of a burning funy and poffefied 
himfelf of the Viergie; which commanded the north 
fide of the Careenage harbour; and Sir Henry Calder, 
with the four remaining battalions, guarded the landing- 


place, kept up the communication with the fleet, and ; 


fent detachments to occupy feveral pofts on the moun- 
tains, which looked dewn upon and commanded thé 
fouth fide of the grand Cul de Sac. i 

The laft French flag on thofe pofts, which were in 
fight among the neighbouring hills, was fcarcely ftrucky 
when count d’E{taing appeared in view of the fleet and 
army with a prodigious force. Befide his original 


f{quadron of twelve fhips of the line, he was accompanied, 


by a numerous fleet of frigates, privateers, and tranfs . 
ports, with a land force eftimated at gooo men. The | 


count intended the reduction of Barbadoes, the Grenades, I 


and St. Vincents. In his way to the firft, where he ex- 


pected to have found Barrington with only two line of ; 


battle fhips and a few Ganathey he received intelligence 
of the attack on St. Lucie, which: he might confider 
as a circumftance that feemed to throw the whole Britifh 


force by fea and land, an eafy prey into his hands. In. 


all human probability, this muft have been the inevi- 
table event, had he arrived twenty-four hours fooners. 
but the day being far advanced, he deferred Ke opera+ 


tions till the enfuing morning. During the night, we | 


Barrington exerted all his powers in getting the trani- 
ports warped into the bottom of the bay, to be as re- 
| mote 
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tote from danger as poffible, and the thips of war 1778- 
| brought into their refpective ftations, fo as to form a 


befide three frigates. 


in with his whole fleet for the Cabehtabe: apprehending 
that the Britith had not poffeflion of that part of the 
ifland. A well dire€ted fire, which his own fhip re- 
ceived from one of thofe batteries that had fo lately 
‘changed mafters, convinced him of his miftake, and 
made him bear away with his fleet and tranfports. He 
was apparently difconcerted and at a lofs how to ac, 
\but after much hefitation, bore down with ten fail of the 
line upon the Britifh fquadron, juft before noon. He 
‘met with {0 warm a reception from the fhips and bat- 
teres, that after a while he drew off. About four 
o'clock, he made a frefh attack with twelve fhips of the 
jline ; which was better fupported and longer continued 
than the firft. The French cannonade was concentrated 
within a narrower direction, and was heavier than before; 
but this effort was not more effectual than the former. 
The count’s fleet fell into evident confufion, and retired 
from action with great lofs. 
plied to the windward, and anchored in the evening off 
‘Grofs Iflet, about two leagues to the northward, The 
Jnight and the next morning he {pent in landing his 
| troops in Choc bay, between Grofs Iflet and the Careen- 
jage. The fame time was employed by the Britifh ad- 
: peels in preparing for every poffible future event. - 


line effe&tually to cover its entrance ; which was {till fur- 

ther fecured by a battery on the fouthern, and another 

-on the northern oppofite points of land. His force 
confifted of a 74, a 70, two 64, and two 50 gun fhips, Nee, 


In the morning 


Ree 


~ 


On the following day he 
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, the count ftood 156 
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and fituation, as well as the decided fuperiority of the 
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General Meadows with the referve, was nearly fhut 
up in the peninfula of the Viergie; for by his diftance |. 


4 


| 


enemy, he was totally cut off from the fupport of the |, 
main body, any further than what might be derived from f 
thofe batteries commanding the land approaches to the | 
Viergie, which that poflefled. The good effeét of thofe 
pofitions, which had been taken by the Britith on their 
firft landing, became now apparent to both armies. The: : 
chagrin and difappointment of the French was great,. 
ee after landing they difcovered that Sir H. Calder’s : 
brigade was in poffeffion of the mountains on the fouth 
fide of the grand Cul de Sac: for the bombarding of. : 
the Britith fleet from thofe heights was one great object. j 
they had in view; which, from the ftrong pofitions taken | 
by that brigade, was unattainable without a general ens: | 
gagement by fea and land, the iffue of which the French |! 
were not as yet for trying. They determined upon di- : 
recting their firft effort feparately againft Meadows. For 1 
this purpofe, about 5000 of their beft troops were drawn | 
out, and advanced in three columns to attack the Bri- | 
tifh lines, reaching acrofs the Hthmus, which. joins the 
Peninfula to the Continent. The right was led by count: 4 
d’Eftaing, the centre by Mr. Lovendahl, and the left: | 
by the marquis d’Bouille. The remainder. of their } 
troops were kept difengaged to watch the motions of | 
Prefcot’s brigade, and to check any attempt to fuccour. | 
Meadows. On the near approach of the columns, they 
were enfiladed with great effect by the aforementioned | 
batteries ; however, they rufhed on to the charge with , 
great impetuofity, fupported the conflict with much-re-. 
folution, and fuffered confiderably before they were en- | 


I tirely | 
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tirely repulted. As foon as they had recovered their 177% 


breath and order, they renewed the attack with the fame 


eagerneis as before ; and-were encountered with the fame 
determined refolution. Though they“ fuffered feverely 


| in thefe two’attacks, they again rallied, and returned to’ 
the charge the third time. The affaircwas now foon 
decided. 1 hey were totally broken, and obliged to re- 


tire in the utmoft confufion, leaving their dead and 


wounded in the power of the victors. Gen. Meadows 


was wounded in the beginning of the action, but would » 
not quit the field, nor have the affiftance of the furgeons, 


all the matter was decided. The French whilé employ- 
‘ing their troops by land, attempted a diverfion by fea, 
which had fo little effe€t as to deferve no further notice. 
Their lofs was 400 killed upon the fpot, 500 defperately 
wounded fo as to be incapable of fervice, and 600 more 


flightly wounded ; the whole amounting to a number 
confiderably fuperior to thofe whom they had encoun- 
tered. 

Count d’Eftaing continued ten days longer on the 
ifland without making further attempts, and then relin- 
quifhed a conteft which had only manifefted the courage 
of the French, without yielding any profit, He em- 


_ barked his troops on the night of the 28th, and on the 


following day abandoned the ifland to its deftiny. He 
was not out of fight, when the chevalier de Micoud, 
with the principal inhabitants, offered to capitulate, 


-and had favorable conditions granted them, which were 


figned on the 3oth: —- Byron arrived off St. ae 
the 6th of January. 
When the late law in favor of the Enelifh Roman 


7 Catholics was Soctinel a defign was formed of extending 


R 4 | it 
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1779. it to Scotland, which was violently oppofed. The oppo- 
fition originated in Gafgow, the inhabitants of which 
are almoft all on the fide of adminiftration in the Ame 
rican conteft*. The general indignation againft the de- 
fign fhowed itfelf in the different riots that happened at 
Edinburgh and Glafgow in February. In the metro- 


polis, an attack was made upon a new houfe, in which 
the principal popifh clergyman or bifhop, with four 
other families of the fame perfuafion dwelt, and in which 


a room was laid out for a chapel, about 34 feet long, 
The houfe was fet on fire, and the flames continued 
until noon of the following day. The inhabitants with + 
difficulty efcaped alive. During the demolition of this 

«© main pular of popery,” as it was called, a detach- 
ment from the main body of the people reforted to the 
old chapel. The houfe containing it was inhabited by 
feveral families (agreeable to cuftom, and the nature | 
of many buildings in that city) whofe property and ef- — 
fects, as well as the infide of the houfe and chapel, were _ 
totally deftroyed, together with a confiderable library 
belonging to the popifh bifhop. The rioters afterward 
directed their violence againft the papifts in other parts 
of the town, and totally deftroyed the ftock in trade and 
effects of two or three tradefmen of that profeffion. 
One or two ladies of fafhion of that communion were 
obliged to take refuge in the caftle. They at length. 
concluded upon the punifhment or deftruction of thofe 
pentlemen, of whatever rank or religion, who had been — 
fuppofed to favor the late defign of obtaining a relaxa- 
tion of the laws againft papilts. Their firft fury was 
pointed againft Dr. Robertfon the celebrated hiftorian, 


* Dr. john Erfkine’s Confiderations on the Spirit of Poperys p-3. 
andy 


rs 
4 


and to that of Mr. Crofbie an eminent advocate. 
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mob found the houfes of thefe gentlemen fo well armed, 
and guarded with fo determined a refolution by their 
numerous friends, that they proceeded not to extremi- 
ties, but retired without any further outrage than the 
breaking of fome windows. The magiftrates did not 
exert themfelves for the fuppreffion of the riots, till the 
laft day of the week. The conduct of the magiftrates 
in Glafgow was widely different. The populace made 
their firft and principal attack upon Mr. Bagnal, an 
Englifh papift from Staffordfhire, who had for feveral 
years eftablifhed and conducted a confiderable manufac- 
tory of ftone ware. They burnt his houfe, totally de- 
ftroyed all the works for carrying on his bufinefs, and 
obliged.him and his family to fly to the fields for their 


lives. But the meafures purfued by the magiftrates and 


principal inhabitants foon reftored order and fecurity. 
- Mr. Bagnal was alfo fpeedily acquainted, that he fhould 


be reimburfed for every part of his lofles to the utmoft 
farthing. "Toward the end of March, the citizens of 
Edinburgh agreed to make full reftitution to the fufferers 
in that city. Through this religious combuttion, and 
the circumftances attending it, ailesivifuation have loft 
that firm hold of the temper and difpofition of the peo- 
pie in Scotland, walsh icin nothing elfe could have 
loofened. — 

_ The Britith cruifers feized and carried into sas the 
Dutch vefiels bound. for France, when laden with either 
naval ftores or fuppofed French property. The mer- 
chants, owners and infurers, complained to their high 
mightineffes, by whofe order.a memorial was prefented 


to the Britifh court, which was far from having the-de- 
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1778. fired effect. The anfwer propofed the purchafine of the 
naval ftores, the paying of the freight, and the indem- 
nifying the proprietors; but expreffed a determination 
to prevent, as much as poffible, all naval and military 
ftores being tranfported into the French ports, accom- 
panied however with an affurance, that all poffible regard 
for the rights of their high mightinefles fhould be exer- 
eifed, and that the ftipulations and fpirit of the treaties 
between the king and their high mightineffes would be 
adhered to in the ftrongeft manner as far as it fhould be | 
pratticavle~ot which the Britifh court would be judges. 
The merchants of Dort, Rotterdam and Amfterdam, 
not being fatisfied with the anfwer, petitioned their high 
mightineffes for redrefs againft the Britifh treatment of 
their flag, and the violences committed againft their pro- 
perty. ‘The States General concluded upon fuch mea- 
fures as fhould meet the wifhes of the petitioners, and — 
determined upon an augmentation of the fleet for their | 
protection. Sir Jofeph Yorke after that, on the 22d of — 
laft November, propofed in a memorial by his fove- 
reign’s order, a conference with their high mightineffes 
upon: what was moft proper to be done refpeing the 
articles of complaint. The States General declined the 
offer, and infitted upon the literal and ftrict obfervance — 
of the treaty between then: and Great Britain, Thee 
French king had in a regulation of the preceding July, 
concerning the navigation of neutral veffels, referved to 
himfelf the power of revoking the advantages eranted 
by the firft article, in cafe the belligerent powers fhould | 
not grant-the like within the fpace of fix months. The — 
like not being granted on: the part of Britain, the king 
ordered {uch revocation, with refpect to the fubjects of _ 

the 
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the Dutch republic; but excepted the cities of Amfter- 1779+ 
dam and Haerlem, becaufe of their patriotic exertions 


to perfuade the republic to procure from the court of. 


London the fecurity of unlimited liberty to their flag. 


This meafure. was confidered by that court, as defigned 


to caufe the republic to quarrel with Great Britain, and 
occafioned the prefentment of a memorial by Sir Jofeph apa 


Yorke, in the name of his fovereren, to the States Ge- 


_neral; in which the literal and ftrict obfervance of the 


treaty infifted upon by them is pronounced incompatible 


with the fecurity of Britain, and contrary to the fpirit 
) and ftipulations of all the future treaties between the 
two nations.- His miajefty alfo declares in it, that he 


cannot depart from the neceffity he is under of exclud- 


} ing the tranfportation of naval ftores to the ports of 
- France, and particularly timber, even if they are efcorted 
by men of war; but flatters himfelf, that he fhall never 
be obliged to take other meafures toward the republic, 


than thofe which subseite and good harmony may 
dictate. 


The capture of the Dutch veffels occafioned a great 


dearth of naval ftores at Breft, fo that the repair of 


count d’Orvilliers’ fleet has been exceedingly hindered. 
The Ville de Paris, which.fuffered much in the engage- 
ment with admiral Keppel, will not be ready for fea, 
much before the time for the fleet’s failing. Till April 


there was not a maft fit for her invall Breft*. A num- 


ber of {tore fhips however got in from Holland, fo that 


about the beginning of the year, feveral fmall fquadrons 


were prepared and flipped out from different ports nearly 


at the fame time; one under Mr.’de Graffe for Marti-. 


4 
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marquis de Vaudreuil, with a land force, failed for Africa, 
and has taken the Britith forts, fettlements, faétories 
and property, at Senegal and other parts of that coaft. 
1738. The Enelith Eaft India company, forefeeing actual 
hoftilities, refolved, very foon after the delivery of the 
French refcript, on a bold and decifive meafure, for the 
final reduction of the French power in India, and con- 
ducted the bufinefs with unufual fecrecy. Their jn- 
ftructions were happily conveyed with uncommon expedi- 
tion, and preparations were immediately made for be- 
fieging Pondicherry. Gen. Munro invefted the fortref 
clofely on the arft of laft Auguft, with an army of 
10,500 men, including 1500 Europeans. But before 
this had taken place, there was a warm engagement be- 
tween Sir Edward Vernon, with a fimall fquadron, and 


action they abandoned the garrifan to their fate on the day 
3900 men, of which goo were Europeans. They were 
point of his ground, and perfevering to the laft extre- 


16th of October. An honorable capitulation was al. 
lowed in teftimony of the garrifon’s gallantry, and every 
requifition that did not interfere with the public benefit 
was agreed to. The factories at Chandenagor, Yaman 
and Karical, with the fettlement at Mafulipatam, had 
been reduced before the capitulation. | 

aie to the number of 300, under the convoy of adm. Ar- 

ey) a buthnot, 


1779. 71Co, to reinforce count d’Eftaing. Another under the | 


Monfieur Tronjolly commanding the like, in which the q 
French were fo roughly handled, that to efcape a fecond 


Pondicherry was invefted. The garrifon amounted to near 
commanded by Mr. de Bellecombe, who difputed every — 


mity in a determined and noble defence, held out to the. 


1770s ' The New York, Quebec, and Newfoundland fleets 


—— 


dron of men of war and a number of tranfports, is bound 
to New York. — 


Lhe scainelo cabins Bite oi: Nols 


Roxbury, Aug. 5, 1779. 


PAN HE difafters which followed the American arms, 
| after the landing of the Britifh in Georgia, roufed 
— the South Carolinians vigoroufly te oppofe the extenfion 
"of their conquefts. By an almoft unanimous voice, | 
they chofe John Rutledge efq; their governor; and to 
him and his council was delegated, by the legiflature, 
power “to do every thing that appeared to him and 
them neceflary for the public good.” In execution of 
this truft, a body of militia were affembled, ftationed 
at Orangeburgh near the centre of the ftate, and kept 
in conftant readinefs to march whitherfoever the public 
fervice required. ‘The governor fent orders to gen. Wil- 
liamfon, and directed him to pufh parties into Georgia, 
and deftroy all the cattle, horfes, provifions and carri-. 


the innocent and guilty, the aged and infirm, é&c. and 
concluded with faying—* As nothing but a conviction 
that it is an indifpenfable duty, would have led me to 
the difagreeable tafk of making the above remarks, fo 

. I thall 
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: buthnot, failed from Spithead : the admiral, witha fqua- 177g. 


azes they fhould meet with in that ftate. Gen. Lincoln Apt 
in a letter remarked upon the order, as affecting alike +6 


- 26 


2Q- 


their narrow limits, and’ prevent their junction with the 
unfriendly and the favages, in Georgia and in the back 
> part: 


# 
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- 2779.1 thall avoid at prefent any other, however my own fee]- 


ings may have been hurt.” The. order, if at all need- 
ful, fhould have gone from the continental eeneral, 
whom congrefs had empowered to command in that de- 


partment. He in a letter of the preceding day, wrote 
to the prefident of congrefs, “ Wehave lately exchanged . ; 


fome prifoners, thofe who have come out are in a moft 
miferable condition, few of them fit for fervice. Their 
treatment on board the prifon thips, and the meafures 


adopted to oblige them to renounce their allegiance to! 


the United States, and engage them in the Britith fer- 


vice, have been cruel and unjuttifiable, many inlifted | 
with them—-many are dead—-and others in a weak dy- 
Ing ftate.’’ . 


April | A council of war was held at the general’s head quar- 
EQe 


ters at Black-fwamp, when it was agreed— That as 


the number of militia in camp, with thofe at gen. Wile 
liamfon’s camp, and s00 promifed from Orangeburgh, | 
and 700 from North Carolina now in the ftate, amount. 
ed to se00 men; they would colleét the remainder near 
to Augutta (after leaving 1000 here and at Puryfburgh) 
and cro{s the Savannah, take fome {trong ground in 3 
Georgia, prevent the enemy’s receiving fupplies from 


the back parts of the country, circumfcribe them within 


of this ftate.” The general began his march, leay- 
ing at Black-fwarnp and Puryfburgh, the sth and part 


of the 2d regiment of South Carolina, and about 800 


militia under gen. Moultrie. When the American army: 
was 150 miles up the Savannah, gen. Prevoft availed 
himfelf of that moment, and crofled over to Puryfburgh 


: with 
3 i = 


_had changed his quarters, and being joined by col. M‘In- 
_toth’s party, which had made a timely retreat from 


_ them and Charleftown. Gen. Lincoln, on information 


_ feint to divert him from his general plan; in purfuit of 
| which he croffed the Savannah near Augufta, and march- 
ed for three days down the country toward’ the capital 


with Prevoft. Moultrie had no cavalry to check the 


tion in their march, than the deftruétion of all the bridges 


dering and devaftations of the invaders, and above alb 


_ royal government, who pofitively affured Prevolt, that 


t 
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with 2400 men: he had befide a confiderable body of 177% 
Indians. The firft night after entering Carolina, he 
made a forced march in hope of attacking Moultrie at 
Black-fwamp, but was three hours too late. ‘The latter 


Puryfourgh, took poft at Tulifinny bridge, to prevent 
the further incurfion of the Britith, and to keep between 


ef thefe movements, immediately detached 300 chofen May 
le 

continental troops to reinforce Moultrie, left he fhould 

be miftaken 1n his idea, that Prevoft only intended a 


of Georgia. But being informed by Moultrie’s letters 
of the 4th and sth, that his number of men was greatly 
diminifhed by the defertion of the militia, and that he 
was obliged to retire before theenemy, Lincoln recroffed 
the river and country, as faft as poffible, to come up 


advancing foe; who met with fearce any other interrup- 


by the retreating Americans. ‘The abfence of the main 
army under Lincoln, the retreat of Moultrie, the plun- 


the dread of the royal auxiliaries, the Indians, diffufed 
a general panic among the inhabitants, and induced: i 
many to apply to the Britith for protection. The faci- a 

lity with which their army proceeded through the coun- Fi 
try, added to the repeated fuggeftions of the friends to 


Charlef- 
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*779- Charleftown would certainly furrender at his approach, 


induced him to change his original plan, and puth for 
the place. Had he defigned it at firft, and continued 


his march with the fame rapidity he began it, he would 


probably have carried the town by a coup-de-main; 
but he halted two or three days, when advanced more 
than half the diftance. In this interval the lieut. gover- 
nor and the council made the greateft exertions to for- 


tify it on the land fide. All the houfes in the fuburbs 


were burnt. Lines and abbatis were in a few days car- 


ried from Afhley to Cooper rivers. Cannon were mount- 
ed at proper intervals acrofs the whole extent of Charlef- 


town neck. ‘The militia of the vicinity were fummon-_ , 
ed to the defence of the place; and they generally obey- 
ed, Gen. Moultrie’s retreating army, gov. Rutledge’s 
militia from Orangeburgh, and the detachment of chofen 


continental troops under col. Harris, which marched 


near forty miles a day for four days fucceffively, all 


reached Charleftown on the gth and roth of May. 


Nine hundred of the Britifh army, their main body. 


and baggage being left on the fouth fide of Athley river, 
croffed the ferry, and foon appeared before the town. 
The fame day count Pulafki’s legionary corps of infan- 
try croffed Cooper river to -Charleftown. They had 


{carcely arrived two hours, when he led 80 of them out — 


of the lines, and ftationed them in a valley behind a 
dmall breatt work, with the view of drawing’the Britifh 
into an ambufcade. He advanced a mile beyond his 


infantry, and joined a party of regular horfe, and mount- 


ed militia volunteers, and with that force engaged the | 
Britifh cavalry for a while, and then retreated to his’ 
infantry ; who from an eagernefs to engage had quitted 


N 


0 


their 
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.of the intended ambufcade, and were by fuperior numbers 
compelled to retreat. Pulafki however by difcovering 
the greateft intrepidity, and by fuccefsful perfonal ren- 


\-confiderable influence in difpelling the general panic, 
-and’in introducing military fentiments into the minds 
‘of the citizens. Major Huger, .a diftinguifhed officer, 
ewhile commanding a party without the lines, was killed 
at night through miftake by his countrymen. That the 
|town might not be carried by furprife or a fudden af. 
‘fault, tar-barrels were lighted up in front of the works. 
sIts defence refted on the exertions of 3300 men, the 
“greater part of whom were militia, wholly unacquainted 
| with military operations. Gen. Lincoln was marching 
| with all expedition for its relief, but his timely arrival 
was dubious, and the crifis extremely hazardous; a pro- 
pofition was therefore made by the civil authority to 
gen. Prevoft— That South Carolina would remain in 
aftate of neutrality, till the clofe of the war, and then 
follow the fate of its neighbours, on condition the royal 
army would withdraw.” The Britifh commander re- 
jected this advantageous offer, alleging that he did not 


‘of war:” upon this they prepared for fuftaining an im- 


declined making it. Some days after, he took an ex- 


tt | 


‘cried out aloud; that he expected to be between two 
fires; and precipitately quitted his ground, recroffed 


}@Vo.. III. mn S Afhiey 
* | 


counters with individuals of the Britifh cavalry, had a - 


come in a legiflative capacity; and infifted, “ That as 
the garrifon was in arms, they fhould furrender prifoners 


‘prefs coming from Lincoln: upon reading it and difco- 


mit 


their breaft work, and fo rendered abortive the advantage 1779 


mediate affault, but Prevoft fearing the confequences, 


}vering the movements and intentions of the latter, he es 
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1779*Afhley river, and to avoid Lincoln’s army, now in his} 
rear, filed off from the main land to the iflands on the! 
fea coaft. Both armies encamped within 30: miles of] 
Charleftown, watching each other’s motions’ till the 2oth‘ 
of June, when apart of the Britifh army -intrenched at? 
Stone ferry was attacked. By a precon¢erted plan, a‘ 
feint was to have been made from James ifland with a: 
body of militia from Charleftown, at the moment. when! 
gen. Lincoln began the attack from the rnain; but from! 
mifmanagement they did not reach their place of defti-! 
nation till feveral hours after the aétion.—Thée Ameri-! 
can army confifted of about 1200 men, only half conti-! 
nentals, who were pofted on: the left, while the North 
and South Carolina militia occupied the right. Col.! 
Malmedy led a corps of light infantry on the right, and! 
lieut. col. Henderfon on the left. The Virginia militia’ 
and the cavalry formed a corps of referve. The: Britifh! 
force confifted of 6 or 700 men. They had‘redoubts, ‘ 
with a line of communication, and field. pieces advan-' 
tageoufly pofted in the intervals, and the whole cou 
with an-abbatis. That they might be haraffed, or: julled! 
into- fecurity, they were alarmed by -frmall-/parties, - for 
feveral nights preceding the action, “When the’ attack | 
was made, two companies of the 71ft régifrient fallied ' 
out to fupport the picquets, eae ie ordered his ! 
light infantry to charge.them, on which they’ ‘inftantly | 
retreated: only nine of them’ got fafe within their: lines, : 
All ché men at the Britith field pieces, between their re- | 
doubts, were either killed-or wounded. ‘The attack was } 
continued for an hour and -twenty minutes, and the af-) 
failants had manifefily the advantage ; but the appearance { 
of a reinforcement, to prevent which the feint from | 
James 

ie 
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The whole garrifon fallied out on the Americans: their 
light troops however fo effectually retarded the Britith, 
that they not only retreated with regularity, but brought 
_off their wounded with fafety. Lincoln loft in killed 
_and wounded 146, befide 155 miffing. This attack ac- 
ccelerated the retreat of the enemy, who with great affi- 
| duity and fatigue, paffed over from ifland to ifland until 
| they arrived at Beaufort, from whence they had an open 
j and free communication with Georgia by water, whither 
moft of them went, leaving a fufficient garrifon under 
col. Maitland. 
_. This incurfion into South Carolina added much to the 
}wealth of the officers, foldiers and followers of the camp, 
| and {till more to. the diftreffes of the inhabitants. The 
|negroes, allured with hopes of freedom, repaired in great 
numbers to the royal army ; and to recommend them- 
felves to their new mafters, difcovered where their owners 
had concealed their property. It is fuppofed, that the 
Britifh carried out. of the {tate about 3000 flaves, many 
i whom were fhipped off and fold in the Weft Indies ; 
ut the inhabitants loft upward of 4000, each worth on 
an average about fifty-fix pounds fterling. Several hun- 
dreds of them died of the camp fever; and numbers, 
laboring under difeafes and afraid to return home, pe- 
‘fhed in the woods. The royal army alfo plundered 
the planters of feveral rice barrels full of plate. They 
pread over a confiderable extent of country, and fmall 
parties vifited every houfe, ftripping it of whatever was 
‘noft; valuable, and rifling the inhabitants of their mo- 
ley, rings, jewels and other perforial ornaments ; and 
yet what was deftroyed by the foldiers. was fuppofed to 
Se: be 
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“into their hands. On the approach of the fleet’ and army 
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be of more value than what they carried off. The de- | 
vaftations committed by them were fo enormous, as that | 
a particular relation of them would fcarcely be credited 
by people at a diftance, though the fame could be at. | 
‘tefted by hundreds. of eye-witneffes. It will be nearly | 
“as difficult to credit another fpecies of depredation which’ 
eértain Americans have committed upon gen. Wathing- 


{ 
' 


“ton’s property. His debtors have been difcharging in 
“paper currency (at. the rate of a fhilling in the pound,’ 
through the depreciation) bonds, which ought to have’ 


been paid him, and would have been realized before he’ 
‘left Virginia, but for his indulgence. Seven thoufand’ 


pounds fterling would not compenfate the lofies he eg 
have avoided yy remaining at home, and attending” a 


little to his own concerns. Alas! what is virtue come: 
‘tot: What a miferable change has four years produced! 


‘inthe temper and difpofition of many of the fons of 
‘America! It almoft furpaffes belief! 

Sir Hénry Clinton difpatched Sir George Collier a 
“pen: Matthew, with about 2000 men befide 500 marines, 
“to make a defcentupon Virginia. ‘They failed for Port 
“rnduth, and upon their arrival landed the ‘troops at’ a 
diftance ; then marched and took: immediate pofleffion 
of the town, WI hich was defencelefs. ‘The rémains ‘of 
“Noffolk on the oppofite fide of the river fell of courfe: 


1 


" 
t} 


‘the’ Americans burnt feveral vefels; others were’ faved 
“and pofeffed by the Britifh’. The guards were pufhed 
“forward 18 miles by night to Suffolk, where they arrived | 
‘by ‘day light, ‘and: proceeded to deftroy a magazine of 
» *provifions, together with the veflels and naval fore: 
~ found there. A fimilar deftruétion was carried of at 

7 § 
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‘Kemp's landing, Gofport, Tanner’s Creek, and other 1779: 
places i in-that quarter ; nor were the frigates and armed | 
veffels lefs aétive or fuccefsful in their fervice. Within 
the fortnight that the fleet and army continued upon the 
coatt, the lofs of the Americans was prodigious. Above 
130 vefiels. of all forts, including fome privateers and 
fhips of force, were deftroyed or taken by them; 17 
|prizes were brought away, befide 3000 hogtheads of 
}robacco, which fell into their poffeffion at Portfmouth, 
JExcept the houfe of a’ widow and the church, they burnt 
every: houfe i in Suffolk; and all the principal houfes. of. 
gentlemen in their route ‘fhared the fame fate. The 
Virginia aflembly refolved, “ that the governor be re-~ 

I quired to remonftrate to the Britith ma a again{t 
fuch a cruel and unprecedented manner of waging war, 


not authorized by any civilized nation:” but a fufficient | 
‘military force to back it was wanting. The fleet and 
army, with their prizes and booty, arriyed fafe at New 


} were joined to others going up the North river to attack: 
} the pofts of Stoney-point and Verplank, where the Ame- 
ricans had begun to conftruct ftrong works, for keep- 
| ing the lower communication open between the eaftern 
and fouthern ftates. Gen. Vaughan landed with the 
greater part on the eat fide ; while. the remainder, ac- 
companied by Sir H. Clinton, advanced further up, land- 
ed on the weft fide, and took poffeffion of Stoney-point — 
without oppofition. Direétly oppofite, the Americans 
had completely Snifhed a ftrong fort, which was defend- 
ed by four pieces of artillery, and a garrifon of about » 
-7omen. But it was commanded by Stoney-point; to 
) ‘Me forums of whofe wotks cannon and -mortars were 
: Fisted Sac pao | dragged . 


| York before the expiration of the month, The troops 30 | 
| 


2 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


1779. dragged up during the night. By five in the morning, | 


of this year by 200 Indians from Mechilimainoi, and 


a battery was opened, which poured a ftorm of fire over | 
on the fort; while Vaughan with his divifion, oe 
a long circuit through the hills, arrived, and clofely in-! 
vefted it by land. The garrifon finding themfelves to-' 
tally overpowered, furrendered prifoners of war. Sir H,’ 
Clinton moving his main body up the North River, oc- | 


-¢afioned the American army’s moving from their en-! 


campment at Middle Brook toward Weit-point, for ’ 
which they were in no {mall apprehenfion, the garrifon | 
being few, and the fort not completed. Sir H. Clinton 
gave immediate direction for perfeéting the works of’ 
both pofts, and particularly for putting Stoney-point in i 


‘the ftrongeft ftate of defence: for their better fupport, | 


and with a view to further operations, he encamped his © 
army at Phillipfoburgh, about half way down the river ’ 
to New York ifland. By the lofs of thefe pofts, the - 
Jerfey people were obliged to make a circuit of about 
go miles through the mountains, to communicate with © 
the ftates eaft of Hudfon’s river. q 

We mutt here fufpend our account of the operations 
under the direction of Sir Henry, and attend to very 
different expeditions. | 

One was ordered to be fet on foot by lieut. governor 
Hamilton of Detroit, who was to be joined in the {pring 


500 Cherokees and Chickafaws, and other nations: thefe | 
were to penetrate up the Ohio to Fort Pitt, {weeping 
Kentucky on their way, having light brafs cannon for | 
the pore Fle was to be joined by all the Indians 
that could be procured; and had mo doubt of forcing _ 
all Weft Augulta, Deftructiow from every quarter 

feemer. 


| 
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‘Clarke hearing that Hamilton (who had taken poft at 
St. Vincent on the rth of lait December, and had for- 
tified the fame to be ready for, and favor the expedition) 
had weakened himéelf by fending away his Indians againft 
the frontiers, formed the defperate refolution of attack- 


country.. After many difficulues he arrived unexpect- 
edly to the enemy, and made an affault. The town 
immediately furrendered, and affifted in the fiege of the 
fort. The next day Hlamilton in the evening, agreed 
to furrender. the garrifon prifoners of war, in all 79, 


“with confiderable ftores. Clarke had marched acrofs 
| the country with only 130 men, being all he could raife. 
| He was 16 days on his route, through the inclemency 


of the feafon, drowned lands, &c. While engaged with 
Hamilton, an Indian party, who had been to war, re- 
turned, knowing nothing of him and his men; Clarke 


- fent a number to give them battle, took nine of them, 
and releafed two prifoners. Hearing of a convoy of 


provifions and goods on their way from Detroit, he de- 


tached a party : 
them before they got. intelligence of their danger 40 
Jeagues up the river, and made.a prize of the whole, 
taking 40 prifoners, and about 10,0001. worth of goods 
‘and provilions. By Clarke's attacking Hamilton, the 
intended expedition of the enemy, was ruined, The 


colonel, on his return, tranfmitted to the Virginia coun- 
cil, letters and papers relating to heut. gov. Hamiltan, 


~ 


foners of war in the POISON Yate Nil leah bes: neh 7s 


Philip Dejain, juftice of peace for Detrozt, and William 
‘Lamothe, capt. of volunteers, whom: he had. made pri- 
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feemed to hover over, the Virginia back fettlers: ' Col. 1779. 


ing him, as the only probable expedient for faving the rep, 
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y of 60 men in armed boats, which met 


whi 
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1779+ The board proceeded to confider them; and found, | 

16. that Harnilton had: incited the Indians to perpetrate Hebe h 
accuftomed eruelties on the citizens of tl the United States | 
shad at the tithe of his captivity, feht confiderable dee | 
tachrnents Of Indians againft the frontiers, and had / 
actually appointed a great council of them to meet ; 
him, and concert the operations of the prefent campaign : 
~-and that he gave flanding rewards for fcalps... It alfp: | 
appeared to therny that Dejain was, on all occafions, the | 
Willing and cordial inftrument of Hamilton; and that 
Lamothe was @ captain of the volunteer fealping parties 
of Indians and whites. . They therefore refolved to ade_, 
vile the governor, that they fhould be put in irons, con: ) 
fined in the dungeon of the public jail, debarred the 
ufe of pen, ink and paper, and excluded all converfé, , 
except with their keeper, being confidered as fit fabyects 

on which to begin the work of retaliation. The gover- 
_ nor gave orders accordingly. , | . 

April. Colonel Goofe Van Schaick marched fain Fort. 

as Schuyler toward Onondaga on Lake Ontario, which he | 
deftroyed with a large quantity of grain, cattle, horfes, 
arms and ammunition, except fuch as he could conve: | 
niently bring off. Twelve Indians, moitly warriors, were ~ | 
killed, and 34 made prifoners, the reft fled to the woods. 
This expédition was performed in ‘about five days and 
a half, (the diftance coing and returning 180. es } 
and without the lofs of a fingle man. 

The Brtith generals were divided upon ee fabjed 
whether ot no to carty on a predatory war againgt the 
Americans. They fent home, and fubmitted it to the 
rhiniftry, who deterrnined in favor Of watte and rapine. 
After which, Mr, Arthur Lee forwarded to. gov; ‘Trums ~ 

. : bull 
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bull and. to the committee for foreign affairs, letters 1779- 


dated Paris, April 6; 1779, mentioning— I have re- 
ceived intelligence, that it is juft determined in the Bri- 
tifa cabinet,- to fend over immediate orders to New 
York for an expedition through the Sound up Connec-~ 


-ticut river. The enemy are to land at Weathersheld, 


and proceed. by land.to New Haven bay, where they 
are to.embark, after having plundered, burnt and de- 
ftroyed all in their way.” A member. of the committee 
wrote’to his-correfpondent, on.the 16th of July, “ Ar-. 
thur Lee -had intelligence, on the 6th of April, of the__ 
defign upon Fairfield, but contrary winds and captures 
of his originals, have prevented our getting feafonable 


} warning.” Sir H. Clinton having received the minifte- 


tial inftructions, proceeded-in. conformity to the fpirit 


| of them, only varying circumftances fo far as that re- 
quired. -Sir George Collier, with the neceffary fhips of 


war and tranfports, and gov. Tryon at the head of 2600. 
land forces, feconded by gen. Garth, were appointed to 

the predatory expedition. While in. the Sound, . the 

commanders joined in an .addrefs to the’ inhabitants 
Connecticut, which they figned on the 4th of July. | 
that they invited and urged them to return to eae: 
and allegiance; and promiufed: all, remaining peaceably 
in their ufual place of refidence, protection in perfon 
and property, excepting the civil and military officers. . 
of the government; but ahreatened thofe who flighted . 


the warning. The addrefs was merely farcical, for in-. 


ftead of leaving them to confult each other upon the invita- 
tion, as they ftated it, they employed force before the 
people had tine to confult each other after the invita- 
tion was received, re 
| The 
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The troops were landed early on Monday morning, 
thofe under Tryon at Kaft-Haven, and thofe under Garth 
at Weit-Haven. The laft marched. for New-Haven, 
which they entered between twelve and one, after being | 
much haraffed and galled on their way by the militia, > 
and others who joined them. The town was delivered | 
up to promifcuous plunder, a few inftances of protec- } 
tion excepted. Whigs and tories, indifcriminately though 
not univerfally, had their money,. plate, rings and other 
articles taken from them; and much of their furniture, — 
which could not. be carried off, was wantonly deftroyed 
~-all the Weft India goods and provifions were ferved 
the fame. In fuch feenes of confufion, individuals could ; 
not efcape perfonal abufe. The militia were collecting | 
in nich a manner, and the foldiers nad got fo difordered | 
by liquor, that the next morning the troops made a } 
fudden retreat, without tarryine either to execute the ; 
original defign of burning the town, or even to fire a | 


fingle houfe in it, When they had provided for their 
own fafety, they ventured to. burn fome ftores on thei 
long what, At Eait-aven, where Tryon commanded) 


r 


im perfon, feveral dwelling houfes were burnt, the cattle. 


alfo were wantonly killed in the adjoining fields. By 
the afterncon, the militia became fo numerous, and 
crowded fo clofe upon him, that he retreated on board | 
the fleet, which in the evening failed for Pairfield. There 
the troops landed about three o’clock on Wednefday | 
afternoon. As they anchored off the town in the morn- | 
ing the militia had. fome little time for collecting. . Gov. 
Tryon fent by a flag to col. Whiting, who commanded 
them, the addrets; and. gave him an hour’s time to 
confider, and to anfwer fo as to fave the town. The 
colonel 


ph 


| fiderable diftance from other edifices.—-That gen, Tryon 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


colonel replied in behalf of the Conneéticut inhabitants, 1779. 
“ The flames have now preceded their anfwer to your 


flag, and they will perfift to oppofe to the utmoft, that 


power which is exerted againft injured innocence ;’”’ 


dated 7th July, fun-fet. That night and the next morn- 
ing, they plundered and laid the town in afhes, burning 
the meeting-houfe, epifcopal church, and the buildings 
in general, to the compafs of two miles round, fo as 
to reach Green-farms, though not Greenfield. On the 
Thurfday they retreated to their fhipping, the militia 
becoming more numerous than at New-Haven. They 
crofled the Sound to the fhore of Long Ifland; and 
from thence failed afterward to Norwalk, whofe fate was 


fimilar to that of Fairfield. The numbers killed and 


| wounded on each fide during thefe ravages were incon- 


fiderable. But the conflagration lift ftands thus—burnt 
at Norwalk 2 houfes of public worfhip, 80 dwelling 
houfes, 87 barns, 22 ftores, 17 fhops, 4 mills and ¢ 
veffels—at Fairfield 2 houfes of public worfhip, 82 
dwelling houfes, 55 barns, 1§ ftores and 15 fhops—at 


} Green-farms 1 houfe of worfhip, 15 dwelling houfes, 


t1 barns and feveral ftores—-befide the ftores burnt at 
New-Haven and the houfes at Eaft-Haven. The pre- 


-vailing humanity of my countrymen, will not relith thefe 


depredations in their genuine appearance, the accounts 


therefore tranfmitted or publifhed, muft be drefled up fo 


as to make them palatable with the public: but be af- 
fured, that the burnings were defigned, and without 
fufficient provocation, both as to private and public 
buildings ; fome of the latter, and many of the former, 
were to my knowledge not near to, but even at a con- 


was 
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i779. Was not averfe to engaging ii in fuch a fervice as Lee, | 
mentioned the cabinet to have determined upon, is ins 
ferred from the animofity he has to thole who are at- 
tached to the American caufe. He was however ftopped. i | 
from all further progrefs, by an order from Sir H. Clinton? | 
for the return of the fleet and troops. Some real or — 
expected movement in the American army might 
produce fuch an order. 


No fooner did gen. Wafhington obferve how Sir H.. 
Clinton had ftrengthened the pofts of Stoney-point and. 
Verplank, than he entertained the defign of attacking — 
them. Toward the end of June, he ordered that a. 
trufty intelligent perfon fhould be employed to go into 
the works of the firft: and on the 8th of July, he was | 
informed by a deferter, that there was a fandy beach, 
on the fouth fide of it, running along the flank of the | 
works, and only obftructed by a flight abbatis, which 

might afford an eafy and fafe approach to a body of | 
troops.. He formed plans for attacking both pofts at 
the fame inftant; the executions of which were intrufted 
with gen. Wayne and gen. Howe. All the Maffachu-— 
fetts light infantry marched from Weft-point under © 
lieut. cel. Hull,.in the morning of the 1sth, and joined __ 
Wayne at Sandy-beach, 14 mules from Stoney-point. 
The general moved off the ground at twelve o’clock, 
The roads being exceedingly bad and narrow, and the 
troops having to pafs over high mountains, through | 
difficult defiles and deep morafies, were obliged to move 
in fingle files the greateft part of the way. This and 
the great heat of the-day, occafioned fuch delay, that 
it was eight 1 in the evening ere the van arrived within a — | 
rile and a half of the enemy, where the men formed 

into 


i 
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into columns, and remained till {éveral of the principal 1779 


officers, with gen. Wayne, returned from reconnoitring 
the works. At half after eleven o’clock, the whole 


moved forward, the van of the right confiftine of 150 


yolunteers, under lieut. col. Fleury, the van of the left, 


confifting of 100 volunteers, under major Stewart, each 


with unloaded. mufkets and fixed bayonets, preceded by 
a brave and determined officer, with twenty picked men, 
to remove the abbatis and other obftruétions. The lait 
and the overflowing of the morafs in front, by the tide, 
prevented the affault’s commencing till about 20 minutes 


after twelve. Previous to it, Wayne placed himfelf at 


the head of the right column, and gave the troops the 
molt pointed orders not to fire.on any account, but place 
their whole dependence on the bayonet, which order 
was faithfully obeyed. Such wasthe ardor of the troops, 


that, in the face of a moft tremendous and inceffant fire 
of mufketry, and from cannon loaded with grape fhot, 
they forced their way at the point of the bayonet, 


through every obftacle, and both columns met in the 
centre of the enemy’s works nearly at the fame inftant. 
Fleury ftruck their ftandard with his own hand. Not- 
withitanding the provocations given by the plunderings 
and burnings at New Haven, Eaft Haven, Fairfield and 
Gteen-farms, of which they had heard, fuch was the 
_ humanity of the continental foldiers, that they {corned 
to take the lives of the foe calling for mercy, fo that 
- there were but few of the enemy killed upon the occa- 
fon. ~Great is the triumph of the Americans upon the 
-faccefs of this enterprife; and juftly, for it would have 
done honor to the moft veteran troops. Wayne had 
burt re killed, and $3 wounded, not above 30 of whom 
ny { will 


269, ¢ 3 


160 


Vw 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


*77% will be finally loft to the fervice. The general himfelf | 
received a flight wound in the head with a mufket ball; 
but it did not prevent his going on with the troops; and 
he is not included in the wounded.. The. enemy had 
only 63 killed. Lieut. col. Johnfon, who commanded 
the fort, with other officers and privates, amounting to 
§43, were made prifoners, 

The attack upon Verplank, intrufted with gen. Howe, 
mifcarried partly through delays occafioned by high 
winds, which prevented the timely tranfportation of ar- 
tillery ; but chiefly through the troops neglecting to take 
axes with them. The enemy, upon their approach, 

_ broke down all the bridges, and thereby cut off the 
communication by land. Before Howe could receive 
the means for conftruéting temporary bridges, Sir H. 
Clinton marched up troops fufficient to fave the place. 
Gen. Wafhington not being in fufficient force to hold 
poffeffion of Stoney-Point, refolved upon the removal 
of the cannon and ftores, and upon the deftruétion of 
the works; which were accomplifhed with all difpatch. 
About a week before, a certain officer, whofe ftation — 
gave him the opportunity of catching deferters from the 
“American camp, was fo enraged at their being very nu-- 
merous, that he informed the general he would cut off 
the head of the next that fell into his hands: the general 
wrote immediately, and prohibited fuch execution; but 
it had taken place ere the letter was. received, and the 
head was forwarded to gen. Wafhington. He was 
Shocked at receiving it, and alfo greatly alarmed from 
an apprehenfion of its exciting a general difguft and un- 

_ eafinefs among the people at-large, fhould it be known. 
Exprefs orders. were given to the officer to conduct him- 

” 8 felf 
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felf properly for the future; his rafhnefs was afterward 1779 


-atoned for in meafure, by his contributing much to the 


tion; and that certain allowances 


fuccefs of the enterprife againft Stoney-point. 

Congrefs uganimoufly refolved upon thanks to gen. July 
Wafhington, for the vigilance, witdom and magnani- an 
mity, with which he had concucted the military opera- 
tions of the tates, and manifefted particularly in his er- 
ders for the above enterprife. They alfo thanked gen. 
Wayne for his brave, prudent and foldierly conduct, in 
his fpirited and well conducted attack. They highly 
commended the coolnefs, difcipline and firm intrepidity 
of the officers and foldiers. They took proper notice 
of lieut. col. Fleury and major Stewart; and warmly ap- 


i plauded lieut. Gibbons and Jieut. Kaox, who led on the 
| forlorn hope, and preceded the vans oi f the two columns, 


and gave to each a brevet of captain. They further re- 


| folved, thata medal emblematical of the action be ftruck, 
and that one of gold be prefented to gen. Wayne, and 


a filver one to both Fleury and Stewart; and that the 
value of the military ftores taken be afcertained and di- 
vided: among the troops, by whom Stoney-point was 
reduced. 

Being brought to mention congrefs, let me detail 
fome of their further proceedings. 

The firft commiffary general, col. Jofeph Trumbull, 
is no more; his deceafe has been thought to have been 
brought on by the proceedings of ete relative Ov, 
him : they however refolved, that with great care, in- ne 
duftry, labor and attention, he inftituted a plan by which 
the army, during his continuance in office, was amply 


fupplied with much ceconomy, anyie general fatisfac- 
ould be pce for 
the 
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1779: the benefit of his legal reprefentatives. -‘Fhey refolved, | 


2z0e 


-F ranklin, Mr. Silas Deane, Mr. Arthur Lee, :Mr; Ralph 


27s 


if he wants fpecie for fecret fervices, he may -draw to 


June 
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honor and intereft of the United States. It was refolved, 


of France, for procuring money or credit-to- enable him: 
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“« That fufpicions and animofities have arifen-among. } 
the late and prefent commiffioners, namely, Doétor B, 


‘Uzard, and Mr. William Lee, highly prejudicial to the 


that the prefident inform the commander in chief, that 


the amount of 2000 guineas upon the treafurer, who will 
pay the fame.—Bills prepared by the comunittee of the 
treafury on dogtor Franklin, in favor of the committee 
of commerce, for the fum of 360,000 livres tournois, 
for the purpofe of importing ‘military flores, were or-— 
dered to be figned by the prefident; and it was refolved, 
That the faith of the United: States be pledged to 
make good any contract or engagement which hall be 
entered into by their minifter plenipotentiary at the court ~! 


‘ 


es 


to honor the faid bills, and provide for their punctual 3 
difcharge.” The next day it was agreed to borrow 1 
twenty millions of continental dollars, at an intereft of 5 
fix per cent. per annum. Three days after, it-was re- 
folved upon the report of a committee, “‘Fhat con. ° 
grefs are fatisfied with the condué of doctor John Mor- | 
gan while acting’ as director general and phyfician in. 
chief in the’ general hofpitals of the United States; and! 
that ‘this refolution be publifhed.” Congrefs ina letter — 
of congratulation to his moft chriftian majefty on the ° 
birth of a princefs, fay among other things—“ Permit’ | 
us to requeft the favor of your majefty to oblige us with — 
portraits of yourfelf and royal confort, that by being — ' 
placed in our council chamber, the reprefentatives of 4 


a 
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royal friends and patrons of their caufe.” © They in ano- 
ther letter requeft his majefty to furnifh them: with the 
pecelTary fupplies of arms, ammunition and: clothing, 
the eftimate of which their minifter was to lay before 


repayment with intereft, of whatever fums may be ad- 
vanced: for the purpofe, as foon as the reftoration of 
fpeace fhall enable them. 


}orefs‘ina-committee of the whole. He introduced the 
conference by faying, thatyhe hdd received fome dif 
patches from his court, which he was ordered to com- 
jnunicate to conprefs, but that le expected ‘no anfwer : 


j—that though ic was not the ufual practice to offer com- 
Inunications of this-nature im writing, yet as it had been 


pe moft agreeable to congréis, he had committed the 
ieads of them to paper, not as a memorial} but merely: 
Yor the affiftance of the memory, in a form ‘to which 
he term of ad fiatum legendi is appropriatedsby the ufage 
| af the courts,of Europe :—that in reading the faid pa 
per, he would-take the liberty of making fome. expla- 
tations and. reflections.» | . 
Ad ftaium “age delivered by the ities plenipo- 
EQHAEY eco: 

| #.-sAthe king has, siinteatclaall the deities veltiolp 
‘vere made by his minifter plenipotentiary to the honor- 


; 
| 


hais 5. therefore a line ought to be. drawn between the 
tores which this gentleman has been permitted to take 
mut of the royal magazines, for which he has confti- 
Vou. Il. | B, ne Seki ees 


him, and they pledged the faith of the States for the 


ntimated to him by the prefident, that this mode would . 


ble congrefs, refpecting the affairs of, Mr. de Beaumar-— 


Ki 


wy 
rb 


~ 


thefe ftates may daily have before theié eyes the firft' 1779 


The miniftervof France ‘hada conference-with con- July 


rod 
shal @ 
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«1779 tuted himfelf debtor to the department. of war, and) 
between thofe articles which the fame gentleman hag, 
bought in the way of common trade for the ufe of the 
United States. ae a] 

2. A hint having been given to the minifter plenipe, 
tentiary, that congrefs defire to recruit their fhips im, 
France from the Englifh. prifoners there, the court: in 
confequence of his reprefentation is willing to facilitate, 
this mode of recruiting feamen. ch 

3., The king and miniftry were extremely pléaied 
with the refolution congrefs has taken to maintain only, 
one minifter plenipotentiary at their court, as -well as, 
with the exclufive appointment of fo fteady and honeft. 
a man, and fo firm and folid a patriot as Dr. Franklin. ' 

4. The congrefs has given a very great fatisfaétion, 

r to the court of France, by the convenient and fpirited 
ftep which was taken, to difavow a certain ill-grounded; 
and pernicious doctrine, relating to the mutual obliga-, 
tion of the allies, to-conclude no truce or peace without; 
the knowledge and confent of each ether. The court, 
of France is of opinion, that this doctrine could only be; 
maintained by thefe men, whofe aim would be to feek, 
by any means to weaken the ties of the alliance, and to 
create difgult and diffidence between the alliess:) (agi 

5. This court has received with fome furprife, the| 
intelligence, that congrefs has publifhed the treaties con-+ 
cluded with her, without the previous knowledge and) 

® confent of the interefted party. It is not to be denied, ; 
that fuch proceeding is but hittle confiftent with reafons| 
and with the general practice of courts and nations? 
neverthelefs, this obfervation involves not any kind of: 
reproach, but the king thinks that fo noble and fo ge= 
j ° rt ‘ae “nerous © 


. oh ae 
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vein effects by its publication. 

6. The intelligence that in the firft months of laf 
winter, there were no adequate preparations made in 
America toward a vigorous and fuccefsful campaign, was 
teceived at Verfailles with all the concern; which thé 
dangers of the United States, and the prolongation of 
bhe prefent conteft can create in the moft friéndly mind. 
Phe court of France is fully of opinion, that the exer- 
ions of the United States are neceflary to bring thé 
fommon enemy to a proper fenfe of all the dilapp oInt= 
ments which he fhall meet with. 

7. This court being very defirous to acquaint con- 
prefs exactly with the flate of affairs relating to the com- 
nom caufé, would not delay to inform efits honorable 
pody, that the court of London fhowin @ on one fide 
fpofitions to a reconciliation with Faia rejects o 

' other fide the very idea of a formal and explicit ac 


uch his moft chriftian majefty perfeveres to hold up 
$@ preliminary and effential condition. The beha- 
Bice of the common enemy in this refpeét, rendered 
great deal more probable the conjecture which was 
ommunicated to congrefs fome time ago, t that the point 
f honor and pride of the king of England, will be the 
reateft obftacle to the conclufion of the peace upon 
1ofe explicit terms ; and perhaps the manner of over- 
oming this difficulty, will of courfe become the moft 
ecifive objet of the deliberation of conerefs, when this 
jonorable body fhall determine to make peace. It is 
‘refuppofed whatever mezo termine may be hit upon, that 
i‘ thall treat with the United States as with a 


Piva tT 2 free 


nérous a fyftem of politics could not but produce de- cal 


nowledgment of the independence of the United States, ' 


ah ES cod ie ; 


sepereiss 


1779 free people, and evacuate immediately all the’ territories } 


THE HISTORY OF THE * 


{ 


- belonging to them. | oo Se | 
The fubftance of what the minifter faid at the conte 
rence, in explanation of the feveral foregoing articles, } 
1. From the bills and accounts with which congrefy 
have been furnifhed by Mr. de Beaumarchais, congrefy 
would be enabled to diftinguifh thofe articles which were! 
drawn from the royal magazines, and thofe which he 
fupplied in a way of trade: for thofe laft congrefs would: 
without doubt make remittances to Mr. de Beaumar-! 
chais in their own way, to enable him to perform. the’ 
contraéts he had entered into as a merchant. That for 
the former articles, the king his mafter. taking upon 
himfelf to be creditor to the United States, would wait! 
until the congrefs fhould find it convenient’ to make 
compenfation. ee 7 ae 
9.. Though his court had not refolved to retaliate uponi 
the prifoners in their hands for injuries done to prifoners 
by the common enemy; yet for the reafons affigned, 
the king his mafter had affented to the propofal; but in’ 
carrying this matter into execution, it would be proper! 
to take fuch precautions, and to give fuch orders to the! 
captains, or other perfons employed in the = bua 
‘that it might be managed with prudence...» oly 
3. There is every reafon to helieve, that eon 
will receive very foon proofs of the confidence which his! 
court was always willing to fhow to the fervants of thee! 
tates. _ The perfonal chanadeer of Dr. Franklia will en- 
able the court to aét with a franknefs becoming thé ab 
liance 5 and they: will have. no occafion to withliold. any’ 
more the fecrets which ‘may intereft the snares” | 
and the alliance, peal fa | 


ona ir 4. The 


i 
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with the higheft confidence upon the candor and faith- 
fulnefs of congrefs, in underftanding as well as in execut- 
ing the: treaty, and in rejecting every arbitrary and un- 


or defigning men can contrive. Congrefs by their own 
feelings muft: be fenfible, that fuch interpretations and 
conftructions are always hurtful, againft common de- 
cency and dignity, and may oftentimes endanger mu- 
tual confidence, and of courfe the very exiftence of a 
treaty: but the fenfe of congrefs, as manifefted in this 
particular affair, gives his court the greateft hope, that 
there fhall be no further motive to the painful reflections 
which that affair excited. 

5. He begged leave to add, that this publication in- 
terfered with the fituation. of affairs in Europe, and was 
i a certain degree difadvantageous to the common 


caufe; becaufe it gave the common enemy a full know- 
ledge of our fyftem and our mutual engagements, with- 
is ‘procuring us any reafon to guefs at their views and 
yrefolutions. Happily thefe inconveniencies have not been 
felt, and ample compenfation has been obtained by con- 
vincing the people of America, not only that the treaty 
was juft and equal, but that the heavy tafk which France 
nas taken upon her was magnanimous, gratuitous and 
without reward: the whole world was at the fame time 


convinced, that war conquefts and ambition were not 


only the peaceable enjoyment of the fovereignty, liberty; 
fecurity and independence of thefe Unitéd States: and 
this conviction gave much honor, credit and confide- 
‘ration to the alliance, 


re 3 Ns 6. On 


+ +4. The king his mafter, after this explicit ftep, relies 1779: 


\natural interpretation or conftruction, which falfe fubtle 


the objects of the alliance, nor of any of the allies, but: 


oY 8 
E179 


tions on the part of America, to think ferioufly of grant. | | 


United States will follow the example fet them by his; | 


- ge SME EIST ORY vO 2 ha wh | 
6. On this he obferved, that he had endeavoured |, 
fince the lat fall, by order of his court, to imprefs. on |. 


every mind, that England will never evacuate New York | 
willingly, and could only be brought by proper exer- | 


ing her independence. He believed that congrefs. had-| 
adopted a fyftem conformable to their engagements and 
the fituation of affairs: his court was better informed) | 
than he was: but without refleting on paft events, the, 
king hopes his amicable apprehenfions will be overcome 
by the fucceis of the campaign; that henceforth the ; 


majefty, andthat they will exert themfelves in their OWN: , 
caufe, as his majefty exerts himfelf for their fake and in, 
their caufe which he has adopted. r 
7. He faid, that he was authorized to tell congrefs j iD: ; 
confidence, that this reflection is the refult of the ob~ 
fervations which the court of Spain made upon the con=, | 
duct of England, throughout her negotiations of wool 
diation;—That the Britith miniftry feem to be {olicie ’ 
tous to be reconciled with France, and to keep. up this ; 
negotiation ; that from thence probable hopes may be 
entertained of their internal difpofition to peace; but.at ; 
the fame time they reje&t with haughtinefs the formal ; 
acknowledgment of the independence inferted by France. , 
and Spain. New orders have been given to the Spanifh ; 
ambaffader at London, to afcertain as nearly as poffible: ; 
thofe difpofitions, In thefe circumftances the king his | 
matter ordered him to comraunicate this intelligence to | 
the United States, that they may. if they think ‘proper. | 
take under confideration, if it would not be expedient to’ | 


give their plenipotentiary inflections and full powers,: | 
founded — 
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the treaty of alliance, the exprefs and formal terms of 
which are, that peace fhall not be made without an ex- 
jprefs or tacit acknowledgment of the fovereignty, and 
\confequently a fortiori of the rights inherent in fove- 
reignty, as well as of the independence of the United 
|States in matters of government and commerce. This 
fubftantial alrernative in an engagement, which is a mere 
eratuitous gift without any compenfation or ftipulation, 
ought indeed never to be forgot in a negotiation for peace. 
France forefaw the extreme difficulties a formal and ex- 
plicit acknowledgment might meet with. She knew by 
her own experience in fimilar contefts, in which fhe has 
‘been deeply concerned refpecting the republic of Hol- 
liand, Genoa, and the Swifs Cantons, how tenacious mo- 
Jnarchs are, and how repugnant to pronounce the hu- 


miliating formula. It was only obtained for Holland ta- 


fiftance of feventy. ‘To this day Genoa and the Swifs 
Cantons have obtained no‘renunciation, nor acknowledg- 
Jment either tacit or formal from their former fovereigns : 
but they enjoy their fovereignty and independence only 
under the guarantee of France. “His court thought it 
important to provide, that difficulties of this nature, 
which refidé merely in words, fhould not delay or pre- 
vent “America from enjoying the thing itfelf. From 
thefe confiderations arofe the very important and explicit 
|Mtipulation in the treaty, which he juft now related, and 
|which hath received the fanction of the United States. 
| The circumftances feem already fuch as call for the applica- 
tion of the alternative of tacit or explicit acknowledgment. 
} All thefe confiderations therefore aré mentioned, that 
; plo con- 


fotinded upon the neceffity of the conjunctures and upon 1779¢. - 


citly after a war of thirty years, and explicitly after a re- 


/ 
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the literal execution of the treaty in this point is. not} 


of the Améerican people, as well as the effential. princi- 


whether inftru€tions on fome particular conditions. may 


_ that the bufinefs which I laid before congrefs in Febru- 


‘779 congrefs may, if they. think proper, confider, whether |/ 


become neceflary, and whether the fafety and happinefs } 


ples of, the alliance, are not. intimately connected with | 
the refolutions. that may be taken on this fubject: and 
it remains with the prudence of congrefs to examine, 1 


not fruftrate the falutary purpofé of the treaty of alliance | 


relative to a tacit acknowledgment, which the fituation | 
- of affairs may require.’ «* In thus executing the orders,” | 
continued he, “ I have received, I cannot omit obferving, | 
that thefe orders were given with the full prefumption, — 


- ary laft, would have been fettled long before thefe dif. | 


| 


| . add nothing to the information and obfervations, «which, 


ftructions, I found myfelf bound to deliver from time 
» to time to congrefs in the courfe of this bufinefs. The 
apprehenfion of giving new matter to thofe who. endea- 
» your, to caft. blame ‘upon ‘congrefs is a new. mo- 
tive for me to remain filent. I beg only to remind 
-. this honorable body of the aforefaid information and 
- reflections, and particularly of thofe which I had the 


-. 1 fhall only infift on a fingle point which I eftablifhed 


PR kN 


i 9 | | England 


} 


patches fhould come to my hands. However fenfibly . 
my court will be diappointed in her expeétations, I hall _ 


with the warmeft zeal for the intereft and honor of both | 
countries, and by. the duties of my office and my ine 


honor to deliver to.an affembly fimilar to the prefent. | 


| | 


| 
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_ England with her good offices, and to bring her qmedi-=.2 779° 
ation to an iffue, in order that we may know whether 
_ we are to expect peace or war. This ftep is looked 


upon in Europe .as immediately neceffary. It was the 
proper object of the meffage I delivered in February 
laft. I eftablifhed then (ina private audience) the ftrong 
reafons which require, that at the fame time and with- 
out delay proper terms fhould be offered to his catholic 
majefty, in order to reconcile him perfectly to the Ame- 
yican intereft. I did not conceal, that it was to be 
feared that any condition inconfiftent with the eftablifh- 
ment of the alliance which is the binding and only law 
of the allies, and contrary to the line of conduct. which 
Spain purfued in the courfe of her mediation, would 
lead her to drop the mediation, and prevent his catholic 
‘majefty by motives of honor and faithfulnefs from join- 
ing in our common caufe, and from completing the in- 
tended triumvirate. No lofs, no unhappy event could 


1 be fo heavy upon the allies as this. Indeed although 


the Britith forces are already kept in check by the com- 
bined efforts of France and America, it is neverthelefs 
evident that the acceffion of Spain only can give to the 
alliance a decided fuperiority adequate to our purpofes, 
and free us from the fatal chance, that a fingle unlucky 
event may overturn the balance,” 
The committee then taking notice ef what the mi- 
nifter had faid concerning 4 tacit affurance of the indepen- 


+ dence of thefe rates, requefted to know his fenfe concern- 


ing the manner in which fuch tacit affurance could be 
given; to which he, premifing that what he fhould now 
fay ought to be confidered only as his private fentiments, 
-yeplied—That the Britifh court would probably endea- 
| your 
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#779° your to avoid an exprefs acknowledgment by imitating’ 
precedents that had occurred in Europe on fimilar’ oc2 
cafions, inftancing in the cafe of the Swifs Cantons, and 
of the’ United Provinces of Holland; that the mode | 
adopted -in the latter cafe had been for the arch-dukes; 
to whorn the king of Spain had transferred his right of 
fovereignty, to treat with them as free and independent 
ftates: and that with refpect to the Cantons, France had 
not been able to obtain more for them in the treaty of 
Munfter, than “a declaration that they fhould be in 
pofleffion as of full liberty and exemption from the em_ 
pire, and-be in no manner fubje& to the jurii@ion 
thereof:”—-but that in his opinion, the circumftances of — 
thefeftates, and the manner in which they had con-— 
ducted their oppofition, would oe their expecting a 
more full declaration. 
~ Mr. Gerard by ftrongly urging icdinace in Barakeh 
fo come to an ultimatum, that fo no promifing négo- y 
‘tiations might be delayed or obftruéted, contributed to- 
ward putting the ftates into a profound fleep. They 
arnufed themfelves with idle dreams of peace, and hardly 
made any exertions for the war. Till about the time 
of the above conference, the army fcarcely received a 
fingle recruit, though a large part of it diffolved in the 
courfe of laft winter and fpring; by the expiration of the 
term of fervice for which the men were engaged. Gent! ‘ 
Wafthington has’ a profpect of 1600, or 1500 levies, at 
tnormous bounties, for nine- months from Maflachufetts ai 
and Connecticut, which ts all the reinforcement hé ex- ; 
pects. Inferior in ftrength to the enemy, he will be — 
able to do little more than take care of himfelf and — 
guard the communication -of -the North’ River. aDhe Me 

wer dif- 
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diftreffing fituation of public affairs led the late prefident 17798 
ef congrefs, Mr. Laurens, to write to his friend— Let” ; 


us look around and inquire into the ftate of the army, 
the navy, the treafury—the view is truly affecting; but 
what is moft of all to be deplored is, the torpitude of 


national virtue. How many men are there who now’ 


in fecret fay, could I have believed it-would have come 
to this; I would —. — Iam not of that number.” 
Captain Cunningham, who took and carried the Dutch: 
packet into Dunkirk, (Vol. Il. p. 453) being captured 
on: board a: private armed cutter in the Weft Indies, 
was brought to New York, put under a rigorous and 
ignominious .confinement, and ordered to be fent to 
Great Britain. Congrefs was induced by it to order a 
Jetter to be written to the Britifh naval commander at 
New York, demanding the reafons for the treatment he 
had met with ; and refolved, that if they had not a fatif- 
factory anfwer by the 1ft of Auguft, one or more per- 
fons fhould be confined to abide the fate of the faid 
Cunningham. ‘Two days after, congrefs having well 
confidered the letters before them, giving an account of 


the devaftations of the enemy, and the burning of 


Fairfield, Norwalk and Bedford, ‘ Refolved—That the 


marine committee be and are hereby directed to take 


the moft effectual means to carry into execution the 
manifefto of October 30, 1778; by burning and deftroy- 


ing the towns bdlanging to the enemy in Great Britain 


and the Weft Indies.’ 
» The operations of war demand our ition notice. 


_ A daring arid dangerous enterprife againft the enemy’s 


poft at Powle’s Hook was committed to major Lee, 
The object was to throw -a luflre upon the American 
arms 
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779: arms by furprifing the pofts, and immediately retiring 
with fuch prifoners as the major could conveniently 
make. Did it appear too hazardous, either in the exew 
cution or the difficulty of effecting a retreat, he was at 
liberty to abandon it. The neceffity of making a timely 
and fafe retreat, was ftrongly inculcated by the com- 
mander in chief, and the major was defired to lofe no 
time in attempting to remove or deftroy any {tores, or 
even in collecting ftragglers. The major, .with a party 
of 300 Virginians, a troop of difmounted dragoons, and 
one company from the Maryland line, proceeded on the 
fervice, and very early in the morning, before day light, 
completely furprifed the poft. Major Sutherland the com-- 
mandant, with a number of Heffians, had the good for- 
tune to efcape, by reafon of the darknefs, toa {mall block. 
houfe on the left of the fort. Major Lee killed about 
30 of the enemy, and took 161 prifoners, including 7 
officers, at the expence of about half a dozen men killed 
and wounded. In conformity to his orders, he made an 
immediate retreat without tarrying to deftroy either bar- | 
racks or artillery. The approach of day, and the — 
vicinity of the enemy’s main body, rendered it abfolutely: 
neceflary.- Lord Stirling took judicious meafures to 
iorward the enterprife, and to fecure the retreat of Lee’s _ 
party.. This affair for the fize of it, may be ranged 
with the moft heroic actions of the war; confidering the 
peculiar pofition of Powle’s-Hook, and its being garri-. 
foned by 200 men. | i give oe 
- ‘The expeditions carrying on againft Penobfcot by 
the Maffachufetts, and againft the Mohawks by the 
United States, will be related when brought ta a clofe. 
‘Gen. Sullivan being called away to:command the latter, 

gen. 
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een. ‘Gates left: Botton and went to Providence. «In 1479, 


Maya numbersof the troops under him, mutinied and 
were upon the point of marching off for want of bread: 
he’ prevailed upon them to ftay a few days.. During 
that period, he by exprefs ordered flour immediately up 
from Bofton, which however could not have been pro- 
cured, had it not been from the captures jult brought 
in by the cruifers. . The ‘American, privateers, the ftate 
and-continental veffels, have been very fuccefsful in cap- 
turing and getting fafe into ‘port a number of Weft 
India fhips and others of great value, more than fuffici- 
ent to counterbalance by much the lofies the United 
States have fuftained in a fimilar way. It was com- 
puted, on the 15th of July, that within fix or feven 
weeks preceding, upward of 20,000 barrels of provi- 
fions, defigned for the ufe of the enemy, had found 
their way into the Maflachufetts ports. But for thefe 
and fuch like captures, the inhabitants would have been 
under the greateft difficulty through a prevailing fcarcity: 
One while there was fuch a want of bread in Bofton, 
that families who had lived well were without it many 
days. ‘Fhe price however of all articles, is rapidly 
rifing in a continual fucceffion, occafioned chiefly by the 
enormous quantity of paper currency, genuine and.coun- 
térfeit, that is in circulation. This rife of commodis 
ties, and the affociated depreciation of continental money, 
has fpread fuch an alarm, that at Philadelphia and»in the 
Maffachufetts, the inhabitants are attempting afrefh to 
remedy both, by a regulation of prices—which, ‘like 
Sifyphus’s ftone, will never-reach the fummit of the 
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+779 We have heard within thefe few days, by 4 letter 
from Martinico of June 29th, that adm. Byron having } 
left St. Lucie with an intention, as it is thought, of cons 
voying a large Britith Weft India fleet through the 
paflages, count d’Eftaing immediately embraced the 
opportunity, and planned an expedition againft St. Vins 
cent, which fucceeded. We are alfo informed, that . 
fince then, Mr. de la Motte Piquet, with five fhips of 
the line, had joined the count; who finding himflf 
fufficiently ftrong, had planned an expedition again 
Grenada, and was to fail for that ifland the day after 
the date of the letter. one 
The count fent lieut. De Trolong Du Rumain to St, 
Jame Vincent, with about 450 men, only half of them regulars, 
z6- who landed the 16th of June, and were immediately 
joined by the Carribs ; they then poflefied themfelves of 
the heights which commanded the town of Kinefton, 
On the 18th, the ifland was delivered up by capitulation 
without having made any refiftance. ‘This may have _ 
been owing partly to the inhabitants being in dread of 
the Carribs, and partly to their apprehended danger | 
from attempting a defence, and none from changing — 
. fovercigns. a r 
Mr. Gerard has obtained leave to return to France, 
On account of the ill ftate of his health; and the new | 
Ate: minifter plenipotentiary, the chevalier de la Luzerne, ig | 
3- arrived at Bofton in a French frigate. Mr. John Adams 
accompanied him, his commiffion having been fupers 
feded the laft September, by the appointment of Dr. — aq 
Franklin, minifter plenipotentiary at the court of F ranceys | 
The carrying of this appointment was a favorite meas 
fure with Mr, de Vergennes; as he expects from the 
doftor 
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of the Frerich court, than he could have obtained had 
the doctor been fill joined: to beth or either of his former 


| golleacues, Mefirs. lp Adams and Arthur Lee 
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a Rotterdam, Nov. iO, 17793 
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| SOWARD sie end of apps an baie ci asin 
the ifle of Jerfey was fer.om foot under Mr.de 
WNaffau, who had no fortune, with a view of putting 
money into his: pocket, from theirapine and plunder that 
would follow upon its faccefs*. It fo happened, that 
adm:-Arbuthnet,’ whe you have i aril failed on the 1ft 
of May, with afquadron of men of war, and a prodi2 
gious. convoy of merchantmen and tranfports for Ame- 
ica, fellin with the vefiel, going: exprefs to England, 
with an account of the attack, and: the apparent immi- 
nent danger of the ifland. Uvpom that he ordered the” 
convoy to wait for him at Torbay,. and proceeded to the 
—gelief of Jerfey. Though the failure of the expedition 


| Was the confequence, the French comforted thernfelves, 


when they faw it had the unexpected. effect of detaining 
adm. Arbuthnot for a long time at Torbay, and of in- 
| ge the admiralty to order ten fhips of the si under: 
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1y79.adm. Darby, to join the former, for the fafe efcorting |; 


Jun 


_ the Jaft moment, failors fafficient to man it; but neither 


* the fleet fail on the 4th of June. There was a general | 


fo interefting, go into the gazette, his anfwer was— 


1 
| 


the convoy to a certain diftance. Mr. Sartine, -upon | 
obtaining information of this order, hurried the Brett |. 
fleet under count d’Orvilliers to fea. There were not at | 


this, nor the non-arrival of two fhips expeéted from | 
Toulon, could prevail with him to rifk lofing the oppor~ | 
tunity on the one hand of intercepting Darby on his | 
return, and on the other of fecuring the junétion of the } 
French and Spanith fleets. Eight thoufand land forces 
were put on board to ferve as marines, and to fupply | 


the defect of failors. With this kind of equipage did ) 


exultation vifible in every Frenchman’s countenance at 1 
Paris, mixed with furprife, upon hearing that their fleet 
was failed, and that there was no Britith force at fea to \ 
oppofe them. Not a word was put into the gazette of | 
France of d’Orvilliers’ failing. ° Itis afferted, that Sartine ; 
being afked, why he did not let a thing fo public, and | 


“ The Englifh miniftry will not know it. fo foon any: 
other way.” Darby however, narrowly efcaped, to the — 
great difappointment of the keeneft expectations of the} 
French, who really looked upon his divifion as a fure qf 
prey. Foreigners are aftonifhed at the prefent manage- 
ment of the Britifh marine. They look back to former; 
wars, when it was deemed a moft confequential fervicey | 
and ,the moft concife mode of crippling the marine OF % | 
France, and rendering their projects abortive, to block | 
up the harbours of Breft and Toulon. When d’Orvilliers — 
had failed, a profound fecrecy reigned. at the court.of 
France as to his deftination: but. by the 6th of July, — 
cea - | certain 
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‘Spanifh fleet, upon the 24th of June. Before the junc- 


tion, though | not its.apparent ce rtainty, a manitetto was Ju 
prefented by. the marquis 2’ Almodov: ar, t the Spanifh am-. 


baflador, accompanied with the notice of his a 
departure. - ac! be manifetto: ef ftablifhed this facts, that 
Spain had taken a decided patt with France and Ame- 
\rica againtt Great ‘Britain.: It, coft.the court of Verfailles 
‘great pains to goad the catholic kin ne’s minifters to a 
decided refolution in the councils of Madrid; and after 


there had been no declaration from Spain, if the Englith 
fleet had been at fea,” in force and in feafon to have 
| prevented the junction, which was regarded as that on 
which the very falvation of France depended. The 
[{pirits of the French were ag drooping as can be well 
conceived, till they had heard of that event, and of the 


Gi Eftaing *. 
Shen. the Spanifh so an le once knew that d’Or- 


| grand fleet remained at Spithead on the r4th, he muft 
Jaffure himfelf, that the junGion of the French and 
}Spanifh ones would take place, and could not be pre- 
| vented by the other; and that therefore he might pro- 
coed. without any demur.to deliver the santas This 
event will, moft probably, be more favorable in the 
iffue to the American ftates, than fuccefs in the Spanifh 
mediation on the terms his catholic majefty propofed, 
which were-That the two crowns of Great Britain and 
France fhould difarm and agree toa univerfal fufpenfion 


Lis 
hy! 


J * Political Memoirs, 


-vertaim advices were received of his having joined the 1779, 


Hall, it has been faid by arefpectable authority, “ That 


arrival of the two reinforcements forwarded to. count 


| villiers failed on the 4th of June, and that the Britifh 


v pur It. U 7 of 


1779 of hoftilities ;—That the plenipotentiaries of both fhould’ | 


_ port with fpirit and vigor the war againft the houfe | | 


July 
23. 
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meet at an appointed place to fettle their refpective dif | 
ferences ;—That a like fufpenfion fhould be granted by 
Great Britain to the American colonies [as they were |: 
ftiled] which fhould not be broken, without giving to | 
his catholic majefty an anticipated notice of one year, | 
that he might communicate it to the faid American pro- | 
vinces ; and that there fhould be a reciprocal difarming: | 
and a regulation of the limits not to be pafled by either, 
as to the places they might refpectively occupy at the 
time of ratifying this adjuftment ;—That there fhould | 
come to Madrid one or more commiffioners of the co- | 
lonies and of his Britannic majefty, to agree in fettling the { 
preceding particulars and others relative to the firmnefs ¢ 
of the faid fufpenfion, and that, in the mean time, the’ 1 
colonies fhould be treated as independent in aétinga | 
The contents of the manifefto were laid before both’ | 
houfes of parliament the day after its being prefented,’ i 
and were accompanied with a meflage from the king. | 
They both concurred unanimoufly in refolving to fup-. ‘ 


Bourbon. An anfwer was tranfmitted by his majefty’s 
fecretary, lord Weymouth, to the marquis d’Almodovar, | | 
dated July 13th, ten days after the rifing of parliament. 
‘Fhis anfwer was received when a ftate- -paper was nearly” 
printed off at Madrid, and which related the motives’ 
that induced the Spanifh monarch to withdraw his am- 
baffador, and act hoftilely againft Great Britain. This 
paper afferts, that the Britifh miniftry, while they reat | 
jected the propofals made by Spain, were infinuating 
themfelves at the court of F France by means of fecret emif— 
fries, and making great offers to her to abandon the 

9 2 beac 
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fame tiie were treating, by means of another emiffary 
with Dr, Franklin, to Ris they rhade various pro- 


| pofals to difunite them from F rance, and to accommo- 
date matters with Britain, not only holding out condi- 
tions fimilar to thofe which they had rejected; when 


coming through his catholic majefty, but including offers 
much more favorable to the Americans. 

Count d’Orvilliers having received inftruction, fteered 
with the combined ficets, amounting to 66 thips of the 
line, for Plymouth. The coafts of Normandy and Brit- 
tany, being at the farhe time crowded with troops, and 


the ports in the bay and channel with fhipping, exhi- 


j bited the appearance of an intended invafion of England 


or Ireland; D?Orvilliers pafed Sir Charles Hardy; who 


was cruifing i in the bay with near 40 fhips of the line, 
(having failed from Spithead the day on which the 
Spanifh manifefto was prefénted) without their having: 
the leaft knowledge of each other. He appeared off 
Plymouth in the evening; 
two following days ; le. Withotit making any attempt, 
which had it taken placé immediately; muft have fuc- 
ceeded, as the town was altogether in a defencelefs ftate; 
with « neither men, capable of ftahding to the stilts, nor 


Jrammers, fponges, or other implements for loading 


them *. *” The inhabitants and the neighbouring coun- 
try were in the. greateft confiifion and in the utmoft 
alarm. But of Wednefday the 18th; it providentially 
began to blow alrhof a ftorm at eaft, which continued 


Jull the 22d, and forced the fleet below Plymouth; and 


* Mr. H—b—t’s declarations Gentleman’s Magazine for 17853 
P+ 109s | 
e's the 


éolonies, and to make a peace with Britain; and at the ; 7798 


Atvies 
and the greateft part of the 160 


£7796 the Wind ane ning {trong im the fame point for fome 


TNs HS TO RY OF THE 


days, prevented its return no Jefs than Sir Charles | 
‘Hardy’s coming into the channel*. ‘The Ardent of} 
64 guns, on her way from Portfmouth to join Sir Charles, i 
miftaking the combined for the Britifh fleet, was taken | 
infight of Plymouth. D/’Orvilliers ranged about the | 
Lands End, the Scilly Ifands, and the chops of the | 
channel, till the end of the month, without fecking to} 


return and make an attack upon Plymouth. He might) : 
conclude, that it would be now too late, the firft oppor- 


\ | 


tunity having been loft; efpecially as a very great fick- ) 
nefs prevailed among the failors and foldiers on board ; 
the fleet. Thus by a coincidence of circumftances, | 
Plymouth, with the dock, the naval- magazines, 8c. 1 
were happily preferved, notwithftanding the criminal 
neglect of adminiftration in not putting the place into a) 
proper ftate of defence. =i 
livered to one of the miniftry,,on the 28th of July, : 
letter from France, acquainting him with the deftination , | 
of the combined fleet, and the intention of attacking | 
and deftroying Plymouth. f 
The wind favoring, Sir Charles Hardy gained the en-, 
trance of the channel in fight of the combined fleets, , 
without their being able to prevent him. The enemy 
purfued him as high up as Plymouth, but did not 7 


ture much further. The Gcknefs increafing on board 

the combined fleet toa moft extreme degree, and th ir 

fhips being otherwife much out of condition, and the | 

equinox approaching, count d’Orvilliers | thought 1 it ae 

‘ceflary to abandon the Britith coafts, and repair to Breft 

-early in September. » The whole country « “round | abou 
* Gentleman’s Magazine for 1779, p. 42i—423. 
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became an hofpital through the many thoufands of fick 1779: 
‘that were landed. It was a moft happy circumftance . 
‘for the Britifh merchants, that a large Jamaica fleet _ » 
efcaped and got into the channel about ten days before i 
he firft entered it; and that eight homeward bound Hatt | 
Indiamen had timely notice of their danger, fo as to 
have the opportunity of putting into Ireland. 
In the beginning of September, adm. Barrington ar- 
rived with difpatches, eiving an account of the taki ing 
of the ifles of St. Vincent and Grenada, and of an 
ation between, adm. Byron and count d’Eftaing. The fate 
count failed for Grenada, and arrived of the ifland with 2. 
a fleet. of five or fix and twenty fhips of the line, about 
| 12 frigates, and near 10,000 land forces, including ma- 
4 tines. ‘The defence of the place lay in about 150 fol- 
I Biers and 350 militia, 200 volunteers, with fome fea- 
men; and its ftre ength confifted in a fortified and in- 
: trenched hill, which ee teecd the fort, harbour, and 
| capital town of St. George. The French landed be- 
tween 2 and 3000 regulars, under count Dillon, the 
| fame evening ; ; and the next day invefted the hill, and 
I made the mins preparations for carrying it by ftorm 
the following ee as they would lofe no time, left 
adm. Byron’s fleet might arrive. ‘The defence was ob-_ 
ftinate, confidering the force on each fide. ~ Although 
@Eftaing headed a column’ of the affailants-in perfon, 
they were repulfed in the firft onfet ; but their fuperior 
numbers at length prevailed, and the lines were carried 
after a conflict of about an hour and a half; the lofs of | 
the French however in Ailled and wounded was confider- - 
able. The cannon taken on the top of the hill, being 
turned at break of day againft’ the fort, the, governor, 
Lie : lord 


4 
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rd Macartney, was under the neceffity of propofing 2 a | 
ata ted D’Eftaing granted him but an hour for 
framing the articles, which when prefented, were rejected 
in the grofs. The count propofed others fo extraordi. 
nary, that his lordfhip and the principal inhabitants 
thought it better to truft to the law and cuftom of nations, 

and to the juftice of one court, and the interpofition of 
the other, by furrendering at difcretion, than to bind 
themfelves to fuch unexampled conditions, His lord- 
fhip, in expectation that the fortified hill was next to 
impregnable, had carried thither his plate, jewels, and 
moft valuable effects, and his principal officers had fol- : 
lowed his example *. The count is charged with hav- ' 
ing exercifed creat feverity and oppreffion; and it ig 
faid, that his foldiers were indulged in fuch unbridled | 
licence, that the condition of the inhabitants would haves 
been deplorable beyond defcription, but for the huma- | 
nity and tendernefg of the officers and Privates of Dillon’ so 
Irith regiment, i 

Meanwhile, adm. Byron had returned to St. Luiell 
from convoying the Weft India fleet; but weakened _ 
through the fhips he had fent with the trade to Great | 
Britain. He there received intelligence of the lofs of 
St, Vincent; and immediately concluded with gen. 
Grant to proceed with the land and naval forces fie its 
recovery. On their paflage, they received information : | 
that d’Eftaing had attacked Grenada, without being ac- e 4 
quainted with de la Motte Piquet’s having joined hint | 
They changed their intention, and fteered for the relief a | 
of Grenada. | : ; | 


* The Paris account of the taking of Grenada, 


q 
| 


The 


bring on a clofe and decifive engagement. 
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The Britifh commanders arrived within fight of the ee 
French fleet at break of day. ‘Their force confifted of 4 


a1 fhips of the line and a fingle frigate. 
embarrafled by the fomewhat greater number of tranf- 


They were 


ports which conveyed the troops. The French having 
received previous information of the approach of the 


Britifh fleet, were then moftly getting under way, .and 


-thofe fhips which had not already hoifted their anchors, 
 flipt their cables, and kept ftretching out to fea. The 


objects of the hoftile commanders were totally different. 
The Britifh admiral’s wanted to bring the enemy to clofe 


action in hopes of conqueft and of faving Grenada. 
. D’Eftaing fought for no further advantage than the pre- 
| fervation of his. new acquifition, which to him was a 
| fufficient victory. His fhips being cleaner, and confe- 


quently failing better than the Britifh, he chofe a partial 


ation, rather than be expofed to the doubtful iffue of a 
defperate conflict. The firft fignal made by Byron was 


for a general chace; and the fecond, for the fhips to 
engage and form as they could getup. By eight o'clock 


the aétion was commenced by adm. Barrington in the ~ 
Prince of Wales, with the capts. Sawyer and Gardner 


in the Boyne and Sultan, they having clofed with the 


- van of the enemy. Being obliged to endure the whole 


weight of fire from that divifion, for a confiderable time 


before they could be fupported, they fuffered accord- - 
ingly ; befide the damage of the fhips and the lofs ont 
-men, the admiral was himfelf wounded. The French 


eluded every effort made by the Britifh commanders to 
When the 
evolutions on both fides, and the eagernefs on one, threw 


a few of the Britith fhips into a fituation, which obliged 
U 4 Tacnr 
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1779. them to éndure ‘2 a confiG with a mete greater number 
of the enemy,’ a clofe engagement enfued. Thus the |, 
Grafton, the Cornwall, and the Lion, fuftained ‘the whole 
fire of the-French fleet. The Monmouth attempting ! 
fingly-to arreft the gee of the enemy’s van, hoping | 
thereby to bring on a’ genéral action, but failing, was ] 
réducéd almoft to a wreck, - ‘The Suffolk, adm: Rowley, 
with the Fame, fafféred® alto’ confiderably in ‘fimilar. 
‘fituations, 36 hd els 
The action ceafed about twelve o ‘dock ; but althoubly | 
Sec caea at two; and at other times, inva degree, during | 
the evening, yet nothing effential was. effected,: During | 
“the heat of it, fome Briti th hips puthing their-way -to 
the very entrance of the harbour of St. George’s, bee | 
-held French colours on the fort, and. were fired at by } 
the batteries, ‘he objet. of the Britifh commanders 
»was therefore totally changed.: ‘The relief of the ifland , 
was at an end. The protection of the tranfports, me 
with that of the difabled {fhips, was now the main point 
to be confidered.. ‘Three of -the difabled fhips. were a 
great way aftern: the Lion was obliged to bear: away ] 
fingly, in the beft manner fhe could, before the wind, 
‘That and the other two might feemingly have been cut 
off by the French: but WEftaing would not. rifk the 
bringing on of a decifive action by attempting we | 
capture, In. the evening, ‘the: Monmouth and the \ 
tranfports were ordered to make the beft of their way 
to Antigua or St. Kitts. Byron drew up his line, reat 1 
duced now to 19 thips, about three» miles diftant from | 
d’Eftaing, and expected to be attacked in the morn-. | 
ng; but during the night, the count returned to Gre- 
nada, The lofs.of men in the certify fleet was moderate; | 4 
| 2 | the . 
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ceeding grievous; for the great damage fuftained. by 
the fhips, in their mafts and rigging, which could not 
be eafily remedied in that quarter, afforded an aftonith- 
ing fuperiority of force to the French, which while it 
continues, will render it impofMible for the Britifh-longer 
to difpute the empire of the fea with them in. the. Weft 


Indies, All accounts concur in defcribing the French: 


| Jofs of men in the action as prodigious. The publifhed 


number of officers killed and wounded, both in the 


naval and land departments, is confiderable,. The other 


| en be in a great degree conjectural... 6 


The latter end-of July, there failed Bsn Port One 


f uhe’ Bon Homme Richard, of 40 guns and. 375 men, 
‘commanded by capt. Paul Jones, the Alliance of. 36 


guns, the Pallas a French frigate of 32, the Vengeance 


‘an armed brig of 12, together with a cutter: Jones — 


acted as commodore to the fquadron. He fteered. for 


the Weftern coaft of Ireland, and appeared off Kerry. 
From thence he ranged round the north of Scotland, 
till he came off Forth Frith on September, the 19th; 
when he dire&ted his courfe to Flamborough Head. ., 
Being off the Head, he fell in with the fleet from the 23. 


Baltic, under the protection of the Serapis, capt. Pear- 


fon, and the Countefs of Scarborough, capt. Piercy. 


Before noon, capt. Pearfon received intelligence from 
the bailiffs of Scarborough, of the {quadron under Jones 


- being on the coaft, Between twelve and one the head- 
-maott of the fleet got fiehe of it, when the Serapis made 


all the fail fhe could to get between the enemy and the 
convoy, which fhe foon effected. Capt. Pearfon, by 


four o'clock, plainly difcerning from the deck, that the 


nus - 7 {guadron 


a 
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3779: {quadron confifted of three large fhips, and a brig, (the 
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cutter was not now with them) made the Countefs of | 
Scarborough’s fignal to join him, which was done about | 
half paft five. .A little after feven, the Bon Homme 
Richard brought to within mufket fhot of the Serapis, 
when the fight began, and was maintained with equal 
fury on both fides, each veffel ufing all poffible means 
to gain an advantageous fituation to rake the other, 
Capt. Pearfon had infinitely the fuperiority over the Bon 
Homme Richard in working the Serapis, and obtained 
advantages in {pite of every effort of Jones’s to prevent 
it. Jones, to render fuch fuperiority ufelefs, armed at ; 
laying his fhip athwart the hawfe of the other. Though. , 
he did not fucceed to his wifh, yet as the bow-fprit of 
the Serapis ran between his poop and mizen matt, he | 
feized the opportunity of lafhing the veflels together, 
“when the wind driving the head of the Serapis againft | 
‘the-bow of the Bon Homme Richard, they became fo ) 
-clofe fore and aft, that the muzzles of their guns touched | 
each other’s fides. In this pofition they engaged from | 
half paft eight till half paft ten. But. before it com- } 
menced, the Bon Homme Richard had received many + 

18lb. fhot between wind and water, and was become } 

very leaky. Her tier of 12 pounders was entirely filenced 

and abandoned. Her fix 18 pounders, which were old, ; 

were of no fervice, and were fired but eight times in all. 4 
During the fucceeding action, Jones made ufe only of 

‘three nine pounders, whofe fire was feconded by that of ot 
his men in the round tops. At the fame time others | 

threw fuch a quantity and variety of combuftible matters: 

into the decks, chains, and every part of the Serapis, | 

that fhe was on fire not lefs than 10 or-12 times in dif- 

| ferent 
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- ferent parts, and it was with the greateft difficulty that 1779. 
the fame could be extinguifhed. At half paft nine, by 

fome accident the Serapis had a cartridge of powder fet 

on fire, the flames of which communicating from one 

| to another all the way aft, blew up all the people and 

officers abaft the main maft, and rendered all thofe guns 

ufelefs for the remainder of the a@tion. When both a 
fhips were on fire together, as it happened at times, the PAG 

_ fpectacle was dreadful beyond expreffion. The Alliance ot 

repeatedly failed round both while engaged, raking the ee ah it 
Serapis fore and aft, and thereby killing or wounding . i an 
many of her men on the quarter and main decks*. Se 
After ten the came up afrefh, and renewed the fire; a 
| but through the darknefs of the night, and both fhips | 
being fo clofe along fide each other, it was not poured 
into the Serapis alone, but alfo into the Bon Homme 
Richard, eleven of whofe men were killed, befide an 
officer mortally wounded, by one of her broadfides. 
Capt. Pearfon however, perceiving that it was impra¢ti- 
} cable to ftand out any longer with the leaft profpeé of 
) fuccefs, ftruck after having (by his conduét and perfe- Vane | 
-vering bravery) fecured to his convoy the opportunity Cw 
of faving themfelves. “The Serapis was a much fupe- bel | 
rior fhip to the Bon Homme Richard, being built on he ae 
an excellent model, and carrying 44 guns in two tiers, i ‘ ty ne 
the lower 18 pounders, “The number of men killed i 
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* ‘The account printed in the Courier de l’Europe of November ¢, Hea 
1779; figned Paul jones, fiates the matter fo as to imply a denial of 
what is afferted in the Gazette account, figned R. Pearfon; but from 
_ the known vanity of Jones, and the utter improbability of the Alli- a 
- ance’s remaining totally inactive for fo long a time, it js highly rea- 
fonable to conclude, that the firlt account is erroneous, 
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1779.and wounded on each fide was neceffarily ths Both 


OR. 
29. 


fhips fuffered much: but the Bon Homme Richard was 
reduced to a wreck the had near feven feet water in 


her hold, which ke ept increafing.. ‘Lhe wounded -were 
removed, and. only the firft lieutenant of the Pallas, 
with fome men left on board to keep the pumps going, | 


while the boats we re _difpofed within call to take them 


in. when occafion required, Onthe 2 sth, the water rofe | 
to her, lower deck and fhe went down; but no body was | 


loft, with her *, It fill remains to be mentioned, chat 


the. Countefs of Scarborough engaged the Pallas for near | 


two: hours, when capt. Piercy was obliged to firike. 


Commodore Jones, . with the remains of his flying” 


fquadron and prizes, made for Holland, and on ‘the - 3d 


eftimates the prizes taken and ee by the Bon 
Homme Richard, during her cruize, at more than 


40,000], 
Sir Jofeph Yorke 8% PRP to their high riebele 


mi 
+) 
1 


nefles for the delivering up of ‘the Serapis and Countefs - | 


of Scarborough. Onthe 29th of October, he prefented 


a memorial to them, in:which by, his anajefty’ S order, | 


he renews, “ in the ftrongeft and mott preffing mane 
ner, his requeit that thofe fhips and their. crews male 


be {topped and delivered up, which the. pirate Paul 


[i 


Jones, of Scotland, who is a rebel fabje@, anda cri- 
minal of the ftate, has taken.” Jones is ftiled a pirate 
upon the fuppofition that his letters of marque or com= 
miffion are illegal for want of being granted by a foye=. i , 
reign power, which the Britifh do not allow the con+ 
grefs to be. But.it may be at length difcovered, thal 


+e A Jones’s accounts “4 9 )'> b 
| Jones's 


of October anchored off the Texel. The commodore | 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 9% : 
, Jones’ s letters are legal upon theif own principles, and 1779 : 
! have been granted by the French, whatever other letters i 
| he may poner” The whole of Jones’s expedition was 7 
; probably concerted at Verfailles, with the defign of _, f 
catching the eaftern flect laden with naval ftores, while © i 
i the continental frigate the Alliance was borrowed for a i : ie 
cover, and the command of the whole eiven to Jones a. 
| on account of his acquaintance with the Irifh and Bri- ’ 
| tifh coafts. ‘The memorial contains a threatening infi- : it 
1 nuation of ferious confequences in cafe of non-compli- a 
ance. The anfwer which their high mightineffes have 

| given is in brief——“* That they will, in no refpect what- 

} ever, pretend to judge of the legality or illegality of the 

| “actions of thofe who have, on the open fea,. taken any 
1 veffels which do not belong to this country, and bring 
I them into any of the ports of this republic: that they / 
only open their ports to them to give them fhelter from 
 f{torms or other difafters, and oblige them to put to fea 
again with their prizes, without unloading or difpofing 

- of their cargoes, but letting them remain exactly as when 

‘they arrived: and that they are’ not authorifed to pafs. 
judgment either on thefe prizes,,or the perfon of Paul 
Jones.” What would be the fate of Jones could the 

. Britifh once make him their prifoner, is hard to deter- 

mine ; confidering that capt. Cunningham was brought 

in irons from New York to Falmouth and fent ironed to 
Pendennis caftle; from which, however, he was.removed 
ins a few weeks to Mill prifon, Plymouth; and being 

a native American, hes is now. aah as an bite 


prifoner. 
“The prefent ftate of Tren mutt | not be patted over 


without notice. | ae %. 
‘yg | The 
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g- “Lhe long continued embargo on provifions, the only | 


itaple export of that kingdom, has been viewed as par- 


ticularly infulting, and moft highly refented by the peos 


pie; on their reflecting, that a fet of contractors reaped 
the greateft benefit from it, while the intereft of the 
country was facrificed, and the whole nation diftreffed, 
‘Taxes became more numerous, and the national debt 


accumulated every feffion of parliament. Advantage 
was taken of thefe circumftances, and the peculiar fitu- 
ation of Great Britain, by the moft fagacious among 
the Irifh, for the obtaining of thofe privileges which 


might otherwife never be fecured. The doétrines of 
taxation without reprefentation, and of unconditional 


fubmiffion, which miniftry applied to America, were 


urged as matter of apprehenfion to Ireland; and it was 


openly faid, that the chains forged for the former, in 


cafe of fuccefs, would afford a mode for the fetters 


which would foon be fitted for the latter. The fmothered 
flame at length broke out with violence, on finding that — 
parliament would afford them no effectual relief Affo-— 
citations againft the purchafe and ufe of Britifh manu- — 
factures, and for the encouragement of their own, be-— 
came univerfal. But befide thefe, there were affocia-_ 
tions of a more effective and terrifying nature. a | 


alarmed with the danger of a French invafion, it was. 


urged, that the defence of the kingdom muft be alecedll | | 
in thofe who had the beft intereft in it. Military affo-- 
clations were therefore propofed and univerfally adopted. — 


‘The affociators declared, that they were intended for 


the double purpofe of defending their fafety againtt fas . 
reign enemies, and their rights againft domeftic ufurpa-_ 


tion, In every part of the kingdom were feen inftantly 
im to. 


’ i 
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to arife, as if by magic, vaft bodies of citizens, ferving 1779, 
at their own charges, choofing their own officers, trained 

| to great expertnefs, and obeying with remarkable regu- 
larity. . No gentleman, no nobleman could fhow his face 

in the country, who did not fall in with the prevailing 
difpofition. Men of confiderable fortunes ferved in the 
ranks. All this bufinefs was accomplifhed without any, 

fort of confufion or diforder; while the peace of the 

| country, and obedience to the laws, were never more 
prevalent. The number of trained volunteers is fup- 
pofed to be about 50,000: they are admirably appointed. ue 
Government faw thefe proceedings with aftonifhment. ae 
They withed to regulate this new and unexpected force, 4 i 
| and to bring it to act under the authority of the crown; 4 
but after a few feeble attempts, it was thought beft to Be ui 
concur in a meafure that could not be prevented. The 3 
-Irith patriots having thus provided for the defence of the ES 
: kingdom againft foreign enemies, began to look toward 
their own rights; and in general difclaimed the autho- 
. 


tity of the Britifh parliament over them, and con- 
demned its interference in their affairs. On the 12th of 
-Oétober, the Irifh parliament met. Upon a motion for 
the addrefs, in anfwer to the fpeech of the lord lieute- 
nant, an amendment was moved and carried in the houfe 
of commons, which occafioned the infertion of the fol- 
lowing words in their addrefs to the throne—“ We beg. 
} leave humbly to reprefent to your majefty, that it is not 
) by temporary expedients, but by a free trade alone, 
that this nation is now to be faved from impending ruin.” 
The addrefs from the lords contained fimilar expreffions. 

Thus it appears, that a free and unlimited commerce 
with the whole world is the fine qua non, with the patriots 
of 
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1979- of Ireland, from which they mean not to depart.’ The |/ 
prevailing unanimity in political fentiments among the ! 
Trith, has been greatly forwarded by their parliament’s | 


having before followed the humane example of the Bri- 
tifh legiflature in relaxing the penal reftrictions of the 
laws againft the Englifh Roman catholics. The ad- 
dreffes were carried up to the lord lieutenant, with great 


parade, amid the acclamations of: the people. The ( 


duke of Leinfter, who commanded the Dublin volun- 


teers, efcorted the fpeaker in perfon upon the occafion, 
while the ftreets were lined on both fides from: the par- ; 
liament houfe to the caftle, by that corps drawn up in | 


their arms and uniforms, ‘That nobleman had before 


moved for the thanks of the lords to the volunteer com~ | 


panies through the kingdom, which was carried withy 
only one diffenting voice. 


The prefent letter clofes with mentioning, nh the | 
Spaniards have,. for fome months back, invefted Gibral~ : 


tar both by Jand and fea; but the garrifon feems to be 
under no apprehentions. | 


Rosary, Jn 2 275 ad 


ul 


Be ORE we enter “upon: a. rca of the expedis, 
tions againft Penobfcot and the. Mohawks, let me 


mention, that in the beginning of Augulbygsn. Waths 
P 2 ington, _ | 


‘ 


the Maflachufetts fate. 


-and therefore Gates, who. was at 
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attack by the enemy; while weakened through the ab- 
fence of the detachment under gen, Sullivan, gave to a 
double fpy, in order to be communicated, the following 

exaggerated account of his ftrength—s‘ Fit for duty 


|.37,010, .exclufive of the troops under. Sullivan; gen. 


Gates to the ealtward; and col. Hazens—the total num- 
ber much ereaterbefide. thefe, the new levies, 2000 
from Maffachufettsthofe from Connecticut and other 
ftates coming in daily—=a plan fixed, by which the whole 
ftreneth can be ah together: «in a few hours: upon any 


gee emergency,’ 


- Colonel Francis M‘I.ean was foie frotm: Halifax: to 


| eftablifh.a poft at Penobfcot, in the eafternmott art of 
| p ) P 
His arrival gave an alarm to June 


the government at Bofton; and vigorous meafures were 
agreed upon for preventing its eftablifhment. The ftate 
was to ‘have the whole. honor of the expected fuccefs ; 
Providence, was neither 
éonfulted nor applied to for continental troops. Gen. 
Lovel was to command the militia, with a {mall number 
6f- ftate regulars, deftined for the fervice; while capt. 
Saltonftall, who commanded the Warren continental 
frigate, acted as commodore to the whoie fleet, confitt- 
ing of near 20 fail, including . armed ftate veffels and 
privateers, befide 24 tranfports. An embargo for 40 


cured. “When the armament was’ ready for failing, it 
lay wind bound in Nantafket road for fome days. 


‘M*Lean had gained information of its failing from Bofton 
* Vou. Ill. : ie i four 


days was laid. by the general court on all fhipping, that~ 
afull fupply of feamen might be the more eafily’ pro- 


395 


i ipeton, to fecure himfelf the more effectually. from an 1779 


164 


BY tuty 
the asth of July, it appeared: off. Penobfcot. Colonel 24: 
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*779° four days before. His intended fort was incapable of | 
affording any good defence. Two of the baftions were 
Untouched; the remaining two with the curtains, were | 
in no part above 4 or ¢ feet high and 12 thick; the 
ditch in moft parts not more than 3 feet deep: there 
was no platform laid, nor any artillery mounted. When 

el the troops had landed, inftead. of being put upon vigo- 
rous fervice, the general contented himfelf with fum- 
moning the ¢olonel to furrender, which being refufed, 
they were employed two days in ere&ting a battery at 
about 750 yards diftant from the fort. The colonel im 
proved this opportunity, and what followed during an , 
ineffeCtual cannonading, for finithing and ftrengthening . 
his works, till he was out of all apprehenfion from being » 
ftormed; which he was informed by a deferter; on the , 

Aug, 12th of Auguft, was to be in a day or two. Coloneh | 

“* M‘Lean, with his garrifon, to their aftonifhment, dit; 
covered that the Americans had totally abandoned their , 
camp and works in the night, and had reimbarkede , 
‘Fhe caufe of this myfterious event was foon evident by | 
the appearance of Sir George Collier in the Raifonable, , 
attended with five frigates. While Sir George lay at | 
Sandy Hook, he gained information, on or before the , 
28th of July, from a Bofton paper, as it is confidently | 
afferted, of the expedition againft Penobfcot. He failed, 
for the relief of the place on the 3d. of Auguft. It was, 
not the intention of the Maffachufetts government, that, 
gen. Lovel fhould fpend much time againft it; onthe , 
contrary, the fpeedy reduction of the place was ex- — 

- peéted. The bufinefs being lengthened out, application _ 

7 was made to gen. Gates for a continental regiment; but, 
before ic could reach. half way tO Penobicot, Sir G. 
me Collier 
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o’clock in the morning, the American fleet prefented 


defign of difputing the paffage; their refolution however 
foon failed, and an ignominious flight took place. Sir 
George deftroyed and took, including two, which were 
captured on his paffage, 1g armed veffels; befide the 
\tranfports, and fome provifion veflels: The expedition 
againft the fort was fo wretchedly conduéted, as to do 
no credit either to the general or commodore. The 


way back by land, through thick woods and defert 
waftes. 

The Oneidas, and a few others of the fix confederated 
\fodian nations, frequently called the Mohawks, were 


Tiendly to the Americans: the reft, through the power 


Jome others, who had intereft among them, departed 


Viftinguifhed themfelves in that cruel and deftrudive 
War; which was carried on againft the back fettlements. 
Wheir conduct gave rife to that plan of an expedition 
Info their country, which has been already mentioned— 
}. 235. When it was to be carried into execution, there 
Were to be only two divifions, the main one under gen. 
sullivan, and the other under gen. James Clinton, which 
yas to go by the Mohawk nver, When Sullivan was. 
sreparing to proceed, he prefented to congrefs a matt 
xpenfive and extravagant lift of enumerated articles, 
which was a large number of eggs. He made his 
letachment equal to 7000 rations per day. Congrefs 
vere fo difgufted with the great demand, and fome of 
x 2 the 


Collier entered and proceeded up the bay. By eleven 17794 


jthemfelves to his view, drawn up feemingly with the 


army and failors had. to explore a great part of their. 


of prefents; with the influence of Sir John Johnfon and 


tom the neutrality they had engaged to obferve, and. 


ing. the fpecified articles, that for fome time they would not’ |! 


upon the plea of fecuring his influence among thend,: 
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order him any. ‘The quantity of rifle powder required, : 
was more than coyid, on any calculation; be neceflary. f 
‘The ohn teeny in chief inculcated it upon him, that'} 
the fuccefs and efficacy of the expedidon, depended ab-i}' 
folntely on the celerity of his hoperMents and might} 
be defeated, if he did not proceed as ‘light as poffibles|' 
The quarter mafter general fupplied him with 1400} 
horfes. When he reached Wyoming, he wrote—* Of 
the falted meat on hand, there is not a fingle pound fit! 
to be eaten.” The next day, the return of the troops; i 
rank and file, was 2312. nicer he waited feveral weeks, 
for more men, and for provifions to fupply the lofs of. ( 
what had been fpoiled through the villainy or careleff- 
nefs of the commifianes.. When gen. Clinton; who : 
came by the Mohawk river without meeting with any. i 
oppofition, Lt him on the arf of Auguft with about 
1600 men of every kind, ‘the whole army with its atten 


dants, battoemen, waggoners, &c. amounted to 5000, ' | 
Clinton’s divifion would of itfelf have been fufficient ! 
for the anaes as the Indians againft whom they * 
marched were only §s50, accompanied by about. 250 
tories, making no more than 800 in all, headed by col. | tl 


‘Tohnfon, major Butler and Brandt. They were oreatly 
worn down by their long waiting for Sullivan’s approach: 
at Newtown, where they had conftructed: ftrong brea 
‘works. The general lived well as he marched, havir g 
“taken a number‘of cafks of tongues with him, befide: 
live cattle to fupply him with frefh provifion. He kept| 


‘a mot: extravagant table, and entertained all the officers: 
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with the charafters of the congrefs and the board’ of 1779: 
war. He carried fix light field pieces and two howitzers 

jJalong with him; and would have the morning and even-.: 

Jing gun fired conftantly. At length he arrived at New- thug, 

Jtown; and vaunted in the morning what great things» 29 

he would do 7" againft the Indians... He began 

to engage them, by firing his field pieces at their breaft 

works ; which he continued while he detached gen. Poor 

ito the right, round the mountain to fall upon. their left 

flank. Poor had to march a mile anda half in full 

view of the Indians and, their affociates, who penetrated 

his defign. They waited however for his approach; but 

obferving (that when his fring announced his being 

Jengaged) other movements were made toward them, 

{they quitted their works, and betook themielves to a 

| fudden | and precipitate flight. To the left of Sullivan 

i there was.a river, and a plain on the rg! nt fide of it, 

| along which had a force been fent early, they could have. 

§ marched round undifcovered, and have failen in nearly 

upon the centre of the Indians, by the time Poor came 

upon their left flank. A number of riflemen defired to 

take that route, but were not permitted... At night Sul- 

livan was not. a little mortified upon finding how com- 
pletely the enemy had eicaped. He had 7, men killed 
and 14 wounded in the courfe of the day.’ ‘The army 
marched on the 31 for Catherine’s town, lying on the . 
Seneca-lake, -They. had. to traverfe a {wamp, feveral 

miles long; to pafs thro ugh dangerous defies, with fteep 

hills on each fide ; and to fprd a river, emptying itfelf, 

into the Jake, cconfiderably: broad. in many places, with. 

a ftrong current, and. up to the middle of, the men: 

Ms capes was fo ferpentine, that they | had to pafs through 
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1779: it feven or eight times. Sullivan was advifed not to} 

— enter the fwamp till the next day, but im vain. Clinton, | 
who brought up the rear, was fufficiently fatigued by | 
the time he reached the entrance, and being affured, |; 
that it would kill the -horfes and cattle to proceed, de~ 
fitted from marching forward. f 

Notwithftanding Sullivan kept out flanking parties ag | 
he advanced, fuch was the fteepnefs of the hills, the nar |, 
rownels and difficulty of the defiles, that twenty or | 
thirty Indians might have thrown his troops into the ut- | 
moft confufion, The night was fo exceeding dark, that | 
the men could fee but a little way before them, They ; 
were wearied out, feattered and broken, loft all their | 
{pirits, lay down here and there, and wifhed to die, i 
Flad a body of the enemy fallen on them in this fituay 
tion, it might have produced the moft fatal confequences, | 
Now was the general’s mind racked and tortured. Ft! 
was twelve at night before his troops reached the town, 
The Indian feouts had watched them while i¢ was light; 
but had no thought of their continuing to march in fo ; 


dark a night and to fo late an hour. Before they gor ; 
to the firft houfe there was a moft dangerous defile, {om 
formed by nature that had it been poffeffed by the five and ¥ 
twenty Indians, who were in the town roafting corn, they. 
might have fhot down, while ammunition lafted, what | 
Americans they pleafed when within the reach of their’ : | 
guns and the fight of their eyes, without rifking their | 
own perfons. When the troops had fafely finifthed their « 
march, Sullivan declared, he would not have fuch arrow” | 
ther night for all his command, The men were obliged | 
to hale all the next day to recruit; and fuffered mere 
Ger a ; . | aes 
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in the preceding, than they would have done ina month’s #779 


regular march. | 3 
General Sullivan continued in the Indian country, : a 


fpreading defolation and deftruétion among the towns 
and plantations of the enemy, without fparing the or- 
chards of apple and peach trees, which had been raifed | | 

from pips and ftones, and in fome places properly plant- | 
ed by the advice of the miffionary who had lived among 


‘them. The heat of the climate, and richnefs of the . 


foil, will raife good fruit in a few years from kernels | 
that are produced by fuitable trees. Several officers | 
thought it a degradation of the army to be employed in 
deftroying apple and peach trees, when the very Indians 
Gn their excurfions fpared them, and wifhed the general 
to retract his orders for it. He was teld that the trees 
would in a little time be worth to the continent at leaft a 
many thowfand hard dollars. He continued relentlefs and 
faid—** The indians fhall fee, that there is malice enough 


in our hearts to deftroy every thing that contributes toward ; 
| their fupport.” Some of the officers however, who Le 
were fent out with parties to lay wafte the Indian ter i } 
| ritory, would fee no apple or peach trees; fo that they HT 
| were left to blofiem and bear, for the réfrefhment of i 
| man or beatt, friend or foe that might chance to pals 
that way, Thus did gen. Hand and col. Durbin do ; 4 
honor to their own characters. By the middle of Oc- a ; 
tober gen, Sullivan reached Eafton in Pennfylvania ‘ ae 


on his return to join the main army. He brought back. 
only 3Q0° horfes out of the 1400 he took with him. 
During his expedition, there were eleven Indians kille el 
two old fquaws, a negro, and a white man taken ;—18. 

| 4 | | towns 


a 7 9. towns * deftroyed, and 150,000 buthels of corny befide | 


had been deferted for Several years, were met with and burnt, they © i 
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apple and peach trees. By groundlefs complaints, he | 
difpleafed the commander in chief, and gave great um= | 
brage to the board of war and the quarter matter gee | 
“neral. - ‘The pompous account + of his military pere- 
grination which he fent to congre{s, made him the laugh 
of the officers in the army remaining under gen. Wafh+ 
_Ington ;one declared ir was a little mifchievous to print 
othe whole account; another when. he read of elegant — 
Indian houfes, .was ready. to queftion from the abufe of 
the epithet, whether he underftood the t ue meaning of 
the word:.. He foon felt himfelf fo dif itisGed: that on | 
the oth of November he begged leave of conerefs to re= 
fign upon theplea of bad health : they, on = laft of | 
the month, accepted his refignation. ay | 
 The-carrying on of this:expedition did: not: eee: | 
prevent the offenfive operations of the Indians and their 
aflociates.: On the 23d of July, a party of. 60 Indians, — 
and 27 white men under Jofeph Brandt; :fell upon the 
Minifink fettlements and burnt 10 houfes;:re barns, a | 
fort and.2 mills; killed ‘and carried off feveral people 1 
with confiderable plunder. The militia from Gofhen 
and parts adjacent, to the amount of 149, colle@ed; At 
and purfued them, but without fufficient caution andi 
neceflaries, fo that they were furprifed and totally des) 
feated; no more than 30 returned, Many were killed, i 
a number made prifoners ; the reft difperfed: and were | 


13 
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f 
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ss . Sillivan in his account fays 40; Bas if a few old. houfes which i 


were put down for a ‘town. Stables and wood hovels, and’ lodges in 4 


the field, when the Indians were called to work there, were all’ reck~ a 


ened as houfes, + See the Remembrancer, vol, IX, p. 158. Ny 
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miffing long after the action. Five days after,” capt. 1779- 
M‘Donald atthe head of 250 men, a third Britifi, the | 


reft, Indians, took Freeland’s fort, on the weft branch of 
the Sufquehanna; in which were. 30 men and 50 Wo- 
amen.and children; the captain confented that the laft 
fhould be fet at liberty, but the men were made pri- 
foners of war. ‘The party on their way to it had burnt 


| houtfes and mills, had killed ‘and. captivated feveral. of 


the inhabitants.” On the other fide, gen. Williamfon, 
with col. Pickens, entered the Indian country about the 
22d of Auguit, | urnt and deftroyed the corn of -eight 


towns, amounting to more than’ 50,000 bufhels. He 


i] would hearken to no propofals from the’ Indians, .nor 


accept of their friendfhip, but infifted on their removing 
immediately, with their remaining property, into’ the 
fettleg towns of the Creeks, and refiding among their 


countrymen, to which they agreed. Col. Broadlead 


alfo engaged in a fuccefsful expedition apainft the Mingo 
and Munfey Indians, and the Senecas on the Alleghaney 


- river. Fe left Pittfburgh Auguft the 11th, with 605 
_ sank and file, including militia and volunteers, and did | . 


not return till the 44th of September. They. went 
about 20Q miles from the forty, deftroyed a number, of 
towns, and cornfields to the amount*of, 500 acres, and 
made a ereat deal of plunder in fkins'and other articles, 
. The active part which the Spaniards, have now taken 
in the prefent conteft, muft iffue in favor of the,Ame- 
rican States, The Spanifh governor of Louifiana, Don, 
Bernardo de Galvez, has acknowledged. his being ap- 
prized of the commencement of; hoftilities between the 
courts of Madrid and London, on the 9th of Augutt, 
Phe eafiett way of accounting for this extraordinary cir- 
cumftance, 
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ryyg. cumitance, confidering that the Spanifh manifelto was 
not délivered till the 16th of June, may be by fuppofing } 

that the Spanifh admiral had orders immediately upon } 

his jotning’ count d’Orvilliers, to difpatch a veffel to ine | 
form the Spanith governors in America, chat hottilities 
were then commencing; and that the faid veflel had fo 
good a paflage as to admit of Don Galvez receiving 

the difpatches on the gth of Auguf, within forty-fix | 
days after the junction of the combined fleet. The go. } 
vernor proceeded to colleét the whole force of his pro- | 
Aug. vince at New Orleans, and then publicly recognized the | 
jong independency of the American States by beat of drum, | 
Every thing being in readinefs for the purpofe, he im-  . 
mediately marched againft the Britifh fettlements on | 

the Mififippi. The whole force, Britith and German, 
ftationed for their protection, did not amount to. 500 . 
men: and had no other cover than’ a newly conftruéted 
fort, or rather field redoubt. Here however liewt. col, | 
Dickfon ftood a fiege of nine days, and then obtained q 
Sept. conditions honorable to the garrifon and favorable te 
the inhabitants. Nothing could exceed the good faith 
with which the Spanifh governor obferved the preferibed a 
c€onditions ; nor the humanity and kindnefs with which 

he treated his prifoners. A Spanifh gentleman, Don _ 
Juan de Mirailles, has- réfided at Philadelphia for fome 
confiderable time: he appears to be empowered by the ; 
court of oe to at as their — and tranfadts his 


atubamidr. oe thus foal to rention hehe we 4 
us quit the operations of the field for the deer niiantael 
of the ha council of the American States, 
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States :—In all other matters not above-mentioned, yow 
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Congrefs having at length concluded upon an ulti- 1779. 


‘ f Aug, - 
g@atum after much deliberation and debate, they agreed | “i 


upon inftructions to the commiffioner to be appointed 


tO negotiate a treaty of peace with Great Britain, and 


to the minifter plenipotentiary at the court of France. 


_ Fhey pointed out to the firft the boundaries he was to 


jnfift upon, and further faid—« As the great object of 


] the prefent defenfive war on the part of the allies is to 
| eftablith the independency of the United States, and as 


any treaty whereby this end cannot be obtained muft 


_ be only oftenfible and illufory, you are therefore to make 
ita preliminary article to any negotiation, that Great 


Britain fhall agree to treat with the United States as 


| fovereign, free and independent :—You fhall take fpe- 


cial care alfo that the independence of the faid ftates be 
effectually aflured and confirmed by the treaty or trea- 


ties of peace, according to the form and effect of the 


treaty of alliance with his mof chriftian majefty ; and 


you fhall not aeree to fuch treaty or treaties, unlefs the 


fame he thereby affured and confirmed :—Although it 


is of thé utmoft importance to the peace and commerce 
of the United States, that Canada and Nova Scotia 


fhould be ceded, and more particularly that their equal 


| common rieht to the fifheries fhould be guaranteed to 


them, yet a defire of terminating the war hath induced 


‘us not to make the acquifition of thefe objeéts an ulti- 


matumt on the prefent occafion:—You are empowered 


to agree to a ceffation of hoftilities during the negotia- 
tion, provided our ally fhall confent to the fame, and 


provided it fhall be ftipulated that all the forces of the 
enemy fhall be immediately withdrawn from the United 


are 
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79 are to govern yourfelf by thé alliance between his mot 
chriftian majefty and, thofe ftates, by the advice of our, nt 
allies, by your knowledge of our interefts, and by your | | 
ywa difcretion in which we repofe the fullett confidence.” er | 
ToDr.F ranklin.the congrefs wrote“ Sirn—Haying” MH 
di lbincki that. we would ndt infitt on a:direét aclenou a 
ledgment by. Great Britain’ of our‘right in the Atheries, a 
this important matter is liable to an-incertitude, which it | 
may be dangerous to the: political’ and Commercial in-. 9) 
terefts of the United States, we have therefore agreed q 
and refolved—that the common tight of fifhing fhail in y 
no cafe be given up ;--and that if alter a treaty of peace © 
with Great Britain, fhe fhall molef the citizens or in-: PI 
habitants of any of the United States, in taking fith on. u 
the banks of Newfoundland and other fihheries in the ~ 
American feas, any. where excepting within the diftance a 
of three leagues of the fhore of the territories remaining 7) 
to Great Britain at the, clofe of the war, fuch molefta-- x | 
tion (being in the opinion of congrefs a direct violation et 
and breach of the, peace) fhall be.a;commen. caufe of e 
the faid ftates, and the force of the union be exerted tq : | 
obtain redrefs for the parties injured. But. notwith- q | 
itanding thefe precautions, as Great Britain may again |) 
light up the flames of war, and ule our exercife of the. | 
fifheries as her pretext;-and fincefome doubts may: 7) 
arife, whether this, object is fo effeatuall iy guarded by the, 2 
treaty of alliance with. his meft chriftian majefty, that, 4 
any moleftation therein on the part of Great Britain, is. 
to be confidered as a cajus federis ; you are'to endeavour 
to obtain of his majetty an explanation on that fubject, 
upon the principle that notwithftanding the high confi- 
dence repoled i in his wiflom and juttice, yet confidering 
“05 the 


~ 
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be afterward raifed in the breafts of his royal fucceflors, 


| the great importance of the fitheries renders the citizens 


of -thefe ftates very folicitous to obtain his miajefty’s 


 fenfe with relation to them, as the beft fecurity againft 


the ambition of the Britith court. For this purpofe you 
fhall propofe the following articles, in which neverthe- 
lefs fuch alterations may be made as the circumftances 
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the uncertainty of human affairs, and how doubts may 1779 


and fituation of affairs fhall render convenient and pro- 


per. Should the fame be agreed to and executed, you 
are immediately to tranfmit a copy thereof to our mi- 
nifter at the court of Spain.” 

< Yhereas by the treaty of alliance between the moft 
chriftian king and the. United States of North Ame- 
rica, the two parties guarantee mutually. from that time 
and for ever againt all other powers, to wit, the United 


_ States to his moft chriftian majefty the poffeffion then 


appertaining to the crown of France in America, as well 
as thofe which it may acquire by a future treaty of 
peace ;. and his moft chriftian majefty guarantees on his 
_part to the United States, all their hberty, fovereignty 
and independence, abfolute and: unlimited, as well in 
matters of government as commerce, and alfo their pof- 


_ feffions and the additions or conquefts that their confede- 


ration may obtain during the war, according to the {aid 


treaty :—And whereas the faid parties did further agree 
and ceciare, that in cafe of a rupture between France and 


E ngland, the faid reciprocal guarantee fhould have its 
full force and effeé&t the moment fuch war fhould break 
out :-——And whereas doubts may hereafter arife how far 


the faid guarantee extends to this cafe, to wit, that fhould. 


Great Britain moleft or difturb the fubjects or inhabi- 
. tants 


3i8 THE HISTORY OF THE 

3779: tants of France, or of the faid ftates, in taking fith of 
the banks of Newfoundland, and other the fifhing banks | 
and feas of North America, formerly and ufually fres 


quented by the fubjeéts and inhabitants refpectively sx 
And whereas the faid king and the United States have 


thought proper to determine with precifion the true ins 


tent and meaning of the faid guarantée in this refpeét, 
now therefore as a further demonftration of their mu- 


tual good will and affection, it is hereby agteed, con- | 


cluded and determined as follows, to wit, That if afte — 


the conclufion of the treaty or treaties which {hall ter- 
minate the prefent war, Great Britain fhall moleft or 
difturb the fubjects or inhabitants of the faid United 
States, in taking fifh on the banks, feas and places, for- 


merly ufed and frequented by them 0 as not to encroach: | | 
on the territorial rights, which may remain to her after _ 


the termination of the préferit war as aforefaid; and war 
fhould theretipon break out between the faid United 
States and Great Britain: or if Great Britain fhall mo- 
left or difturb the fubje€&ts and inhabitants of France, 
in taking fifh on the banks, feas and places formerly 
ufed and frequented by them, fo as not to encroach on 
the territorial mghts of Great Britain as aforefaid, and 
war fhall thereupon break out between France and Great 
Britain; in either of thefe cafes of war as aforefaid, his 
moft chriftian majefty and the faid United States fhalf 
make it a common caufe, and aid each other mutually! 


with their good offices, their councils and their forces, 


according to the exigence of conjunctures, as becomes 
good and faithful allies—Provided alway that nothing 
herein contained fhall be taken or underftood, as con+ 


trary to or inconfiftent with the true intent and meaning; — 


of 
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of the treaties already fubfifting between his moft chrif 1779 


) tian majefty and the faid ftates, but the fame fhall be 
} eaken and underftood as explanatory of and conform- 
able to thofe treaties.”’ . 


_ The honorable Sieur Gerard, minifter plenipotentiary Sept. 
_of France, liad a private audience of congrefs in order *?* 


to his taking leave of them; when he mentioned in his 
fpeech his majefty’s having fent a new minifter plenipo- 
_ tentiary to America, that there might be no interrup- 
tion in his care to cultivate a mutual friendfhip, and 
that Monf. the chevaher de la Luzerne would explain 
to them his majefty’s fentiments. The complimental 
~anfwer which followed of courfe need not be related, 
| The day after, the following inftru€tions to the minifter 
| plenipotentiary for negotiating with the court of Spain 
were prepared— Sire-Congrefs have come to the fol- 
} lowing refolution, That if his catholic majefty fhall ac- 
cede to the treaties between France and the United States 
of America, and in concurrence with them continue the | 
prefent war with Great Britain for the purpofe expreffed 
in the treaties aforefaid, he fhail not thereby be precluded 
| from fecuring to himfelf the Floridas: on the contrary, 
if he fhall obtain the Floridas from Great Britain, thefe 
| United States will guarantee the fame to his catholic 
majefty ; provided alway that the United States fhall en- 
joy the free.navigation of the river Miffifippi into and 
from the fea. You are therefore te communicate to his 
moft chriftian majefty, the defire of congrefs to enter 
into a treaty of alliance, and of amity and commeree, 
with his catholic majefty, and to requeft his favorable 
interpofition for that purpofe ; at the fame time you are 
to make fuch propofals to his catholic majefty as in 
your 
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4779 your judgment, from circumftances, will be PepPee for. | | 


_fent to him the great difttefs of thefe flates on that act), 


bie! to the noages of a Piha perfon for nego- 


_They-ballotted again, “and it was the fame: the ballot. - 


_ that a minifter plenipotentiary be appointed to negotiate 4 
a treaty of alliance, and of amity and commerce, beds + 
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obtaining for the United States of America, equal adi 
vantages with thofe which are fecured to them by thé 
treaties with his moft chriftian majefty, obfetving alway | 
the refolution aforefaid as ‘the ultimatum of thefe United | 
States. You are particularly to endeavour to obtaiit | 
fome coriVenient port or ports below the 31° of north 
latitude on the rivér Mififippi free for all merchant vel | 
fels, goods, warés and merchandife belonging to the 
inhabitants of thefe ftates. ‘The ditreffed ftare of our ! 
finances, and the great depreciation of our paper moz | 


ney, incline congrefs to hope, that his catholic majetyae 
if he fhall conclude 4 treaty with the ftates, will be ing 
duced to lend them money; you are therefore to repre= | 


i 


a, : 


count, and to folicit a loan of five millions of dollars i 
upon the beft terms in your power, not exceeding fk ft 


‘per cent. per ann. effectually to enable them to co-ope= 
rate with the allies againft the common enemy : | 


before you make any propofals to his catholic majefty: 7) 

for a loan, you are to-endeavour to obtain a’ ae ing 

confideration of the guarantee aforefaid.” : 
Saturday the 2 sth, it was  refolved that congrefs ist 


tiating a treaty of peace.” Vite 
and an adjournment took place. to. 
ten o’clock. of the next day, when the members ballota® 
ted. The votes were divided, and there was no electiony 


Jay were propofed ; 


ting therefore was. poftponed, and congrefs * refolved,- 


i 


jtences of politicians. 
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tween the United States of America and his catholic 1779 
|majefty. Mr. Arthur Lee. Mr. John Adams, and Mr. 
| Jay, were nominated. On the Monday the ballots were 
taken, and Mr. Jay was elected. Then followed the 
choice by ballot of a minifter plenipotentiary for nego- 
tiating a treaty of peace and a treaty of commerce with 
Great Britain, when Mr. John Adams was elected. 
This election was no ground of joy toMr. Gerard. His 
jwithes and intereft were in favor of Mr. Jay’s being ap- 
pointed to negotiate with Great Britain; while the lat- 
ter was wrongfully fufpected by the New England de- 
legates, as being in no wife ftrenuoufly difpofed to fe- 
Thefe delegates were fixed upon 
jhaving Mr. J. Adams intrufted with that bufineS, as 
they could confide in his fteady determination never to 
lofe fight of it, whatever might be the pleas and pre- 
They could acquiefce in Mr. 
Jay’s election to negotiate with the court of Madrid, as 
it paved the way for the carrying of their main point. 
Iwo days after, Mr. William Carmichael was elected 
) ecretary to Mr. Jay; Mr. Francis Dana to Mr. Adams; 
ind lieut. col. Laurens to Dr. Franklin. Mr. Jay’s 
Jetter of crederice was figned:at Philadelphia the sth of 
Petober, when congrefs “ refolved, That the following 
idditional inftructions be given to the minifter plenipo- 
| entiary for negotiating with his catholic majefty—« Sir— 
You are to ufe your utmoft endeavours for obtaining 
2ermiffion for the citizens and inhabitants of thefe ftates, 

lade and take on board their veffels, falt at the ifland 
ia Tortuga ; and alfo to cut, load and bring away, 
ogwood and mahogany in and from the Bay of Hon- 
luras and its rivers, and to build on the fhores, ftores, 
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3779-houfes and magazines for the wood cutters and their? | 
families, in the extent ceded to his Britannic majefty | | 

by the 17th article of the definitive treaty, concluded | 

at Paris the roth of February, 1763, or in as great exe? 
tent_as can be obtained.” Before the month was out, 

oa, Mr. Jay failed for Europe in company with Mr, Gerard, } 
#1- October the 21ft, the honorable Henry Laurens fg | 
was elected by ballot to negotiate a loan in Holland? 


on the ift of the next month he was chofen to negotiate | 


a treaty of amity and commerce with the united prow | 


vinees of the low countries. | | >| 


Sept. . September the xft, congrefs refolved, that they would, , 


on no account, emit more bills of credit than to make 
the whole amount of them two hundred millions: of 


dollars. 3 2 
23. They addrefled a long letter to their conftituents upor | 
their finances. By that it appears, that the taxes had , 
brought i into the treafury no more than 3,027,560 dol- | 
lars, and that all the monies fupplied by the people Of » 
America, amounted to no more than 36,761,665 dol- , : 
lars and 67-goths, that being the fum of the loans and, 
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taxes then received. It holds up to the imaginationy , | 
the ability of the United States to pay their whole na, 
tional debt, though at the clofe of the war it fhould, 
amount to three hundred millions of dollars, with el 
in the courfe of twenty years; and. while doing it, by. 
inverfe, romantic reafoning, reprefents the paper cur , 
rency as a bléffing at the expence of {cripture Ling ciel 
¢ Let it-alfo be remembered, that paper money is the! 
only kind of money which cannot make unto it/elf wings, 
and fly away: it remains with us, it will not forfake us,. | 
it is always ready and at hand for the purpofe of com-, 
| merce 
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merce and taxes, and every induftrious man can find 1779 * 
jit.” The letter proceeds to fhow, that the people not eat 
only collectively by their reprefentatives, but individu- 
ally, have pledged their faith for the redemption of their 
bills, and that they poffefs a political capacity of doing 
it. Then comes a queftion, “ Whether there is any : 
reafon to apprehend a wanton violation of the public BT 
}faith?”” Congrefs fay upon it—* It is with great re- 
gret and reluctance, that we can prevail upon ourfelves 
to take the leaft notice of a queftion, which involves in a 
it a doubt fo injurious to the honor and dignity of Ame- a 
tica. We fhould pay an ill compliment to the under- i 

i 

| 


ftanding and honor of every true American, were we 4 
ito adduce many arguments to fhow the bafenefs or bad ‘th 
policy of violating our national faith, or omitting to i 
purfue the meafures neceffary to preferve it. A bank- 
rupt faithlefs republic would be a novelty in the political 
world, and appear, among reputable nations, like a : 


common proftitute among chafte and refpeétable ma- 
‘ons. We are convinced, that the efforts and arts of 


Dur enemies will not be wanting to draw us into this 
}umiliating and contemptible fituation. Impelled by 


malice, and the fuggeftions of chagrin and difappoint- 
ment, at not being able to bend our necks to their yoke, 
hey will endeavour to force or feduce us to commit this 
inpardonable fin, in order to fubject us to the punifh- 
ment due to it, and that we may thenceforth be a re- 
proach and a by-word among the nations. Apprized 
bf thefe confequences, knowing the value of national 
pharacter, and impreffed with a due fenfe of the immu- 
able laws of juftice and honor, it is impoffible that. 
America fhould think without horror of fuch an exe- 
at ee ee 2 crable 
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1779.crable deed. Determine to finifh the contelt as you 
began it, honeftly and glorioufly. Let it never be faid, | 
that America had no fooner become independent than |, 
fhe became infolvent; or that her infant glories and | 
crowing fame were obfcured and tarnifhed by broken | , 
contracts and violated faith, in the very hour when all | 
the nations of the earth were admiring, and almott | 
adoring the fplendor of her rifing.” his letter and the |, 
refolve preceding it, were probably occafioned by the, 
prevailing, fubjects of converfation in Philadelphia, and ; 
the movements of the leading people. A town meeting | 
was called, and a fpecial committee appointed to draw 
up a memorial, which was figned by the prefident and, 


| 
council in their private characters, the fpeaker and feve- , 


ral members of affembly, the general committee of the , 
city, and a refpectable number of citizens. It was pre- 
fented to congrefs, on or near the .day, when they ad-_ 
dreffed their conftituents, and was meant to ftop the 
further ‘emiffions of continental bills. . Fhe memorialifts 3 
fay— Neither can we help expreffing our apprehen-, 
fions, that the eafe with which money was thus pro-, 
cured, has induced a remifinefs of inquiries into the | 
reality of its application: all which we hope will, in fu-‘ 
ture, be remedied by a fyftematical pie of ceconomy; 

and a regular information of expences.’ ue ae 

Sept. . Congrefs “ refolved, ‘That in confideration of the , 
‘7+ diftinouifhed merit. of lieut. col. Talbot (fee p. 201) a, 
commiffion of captain in the navy of the United States , 

24. be given him.” They “ refolved, That a medal of| 
gold, emblematical of the attack of the fort and works | 

at Powle’s-hook, be ftruck and prefented to’ major Lee. | 
Four days after, upon Mr. Jay’s fignifying to them his; 
acceptance 
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acceptance of the office to which he had been appoirited 17 ne ' 
on the 26th, and thereupon refigning the chair, they . 
} eleéted Samuel Huntington efq. prefident. Such was : 
the deficiency of flour in Virginia, that congrefs re- O4- ; 
folved, that the governor fhould be informed of its being a 
} their opinion, that the convention troops fhouid be fup- 
plied with meal made of Indian corn. But he was re- 
quetted to inform the commanding officer -of thofe 


Pe ts 
alte 


troops, that if the commander in chief of the Britifh 
forces will order fupplies of flour to be fent to Virginia, 
paffports would be ordered for the purpofe when applied 
j for. The chevalier de la Luzerne had his. audience of 
congrefs, delivered a letter from his moft chriftian ma- Noy, 
jetty, was announced to the houfe, and upon that rofe, 17 
sand’ addreffed the congrefs in a fpeech, to which the 
-prefident returned an anfwer. : | , v1 
| Let us change the fcene. | 
| While count d’Eftaing lay with his fleet at Cape 
Francois, after the conqueft of Grenada, he received 
letters from gov. Rutledge, gen. Lincoln, the French H 
conful at Charleftown and others, urging him to vifit . : 
the American coaft, and propoting an attack upon Sa- | \ 
vannah. ‘The general engaged to join him with 1000 | 


}men certain; and promifed, that every exertion would 
}be made to augment the number. The application 
coinciding with the king’s inftruftions, to act in con- 
cert with the forees of the United States, whenever,an 
Joccafion prefented itfelf, he failed for the American 
continent within a few days after it was received. When 
through the windward paflage, he difpatched two fhips 
of the line and three frigates to Charleftown to announce 
his coming. On the r1ft of September, he arrived with yest 
7 Bae: ah a fleet 
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1779-8 fleet of 20 fail of the line, two of fifty guns, and} 
eleven frigates. 


of 50 guns, Sir James Wallace commander, and three | 
frigates were captured. No fooner was it known at : 
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‘The appearance of the French fleet on | 
the coafts of South Carolina and Georgia was fo unex. | 
pected by the Britith, that the Experiment man of war, f 


Charleftown that the count was on the coaft, than Lin- | 
coln marched with all expedition for Savannah with the | 
troops under his command: orders were alfo given for | 
the South Carolina and Georgia militia to rendezvous ! 
immediately near the fame place. The Britif were ! 

| 

| 


equally diligent in preparing for their defence. Lieut, } 
col. Cruger, who had a {mall command at Sunbury, and | 
lieut. col. Maitland, who was in force at Beaufort, were ! 
ordered to Savannah. As the French frigates approached ! 

the bar, the Fowey and Rofe, of 20 guns each, the 
Keppel and Germain armed veffels, retired toward the ! 
town. The battery on Tybee was deftroyed. To pre- ; 
vent the French frigates getting too near, the Rofe and | 

Savannah armed fhips, with four tranfports, were fank ' 
inthe channel. A boom was laid acrof& it, and feveral | 
{mall veffels were alfo funk above the town. The fea- | 
men were appointed to different batteries. The marines 
were incorporated with the grenadiers of the 16th regis | 
ment; and great numbers were employed, both by day | 
and night, in ftrengthening and extending the lines’ of 

defence. Count d’Eftaing made repeated declarations, : 
that he could not remain more than ten or fifteen days: | 
on fhore: neverthelefs, the fall of Savannah was confi. | 
dered as infallibly certain. Every aid was given from : 
Charleftown, by fending {mall veffels to affift the French ' 
in their landing; but as athe large fhips of the fleet | 


I | : could a 


SS 


cation. 
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‘could not come near the fhore, it was not effected till 1779« 


the rath. Gen. Lincoln’s troops were not far diftant ; but Sept. 
before they could join the French, the count fummoned 1% 
gen. Prevoitto furrender to the arms of the king of France. 
Lincoln remonftrated to d’Eftaing on his fummoning 


Prevoft to furrender to the arms of France on/y, while 


the Americans were a¢cting in conjun@ion with him ; 
the matter was foon fettled, and the mode of all future 
negotiations amicably adjufted. Prevoft returned a po- 


lite letter to the count, but declined furrendering on a 


general furmmons, without any fpecific terms; and men- 


tioned, that if fuch were propofed, as he could with 


honor accept, he would then give his anfwer. The 


-eount in a fecond letter obferved to him, that it was 
the part of the befieged to propofe fuch terms as they 
might defire. 


Prevoft upon that propofed a fufpenfion 
of hoftilities for 24. hours, as a juft time abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for deliberation and the difcuffion of various in- 
terefts, Ihe count’s third letter, granting the faid truce, 
was written toward eyening. Thus time was gained for 
the arrival of the whole detachment. from Beaufort, 
An enterprife was undertaken to prevent its joining the 


} royal army in Sayannah, which proved unfucce{sful, 
from the pilots not undertaking to conduct to a proper 


ftation the frigates deftined to intercept the communi- 
Maitland availed himfelf of this circumftance, 
and by his exertions joined Prevoft with about 400 men 
before the couni’s fecond letter was received; at night 


and by noon the next day, all the remainder. fit fer duty 


arrived. The fafe arrival of this. detachment deter- 
mined the garrifon to rifk an affault. The French and 


Americans were hereby reduced to the neceffity of 
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_ children out of town. 


to a heavy fire, by which many of them fell, 
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ftorming or befieging the garrifon. 


combined armies was immediately called to the landing | 
of cannon, and the ereéting of batteries. The diftance 


of the fleet from.the landing-place, together with the | 
want of proper carriages to tranfport the various warlike | 


articles full five miles, confumed much time. The 
works of the town were, in the mean while, perfecting 


every day by the labor of feveral hundred negroes, di- | 
_ tected by major Moncrieff the engineer. 


and Americans broke ground in the evening: a fmall 


party of the befieged fallied out the next day, but was. 
foon repulfed. The purfuit was continued fo near ‘to i 


the Britith intrenchments, that the French were expofed 


The refolution.of |} 
proceeding by fiege being adopted, the attention of the 


The French | 


| 
| 
} 


| 


| 


On-the | 


night of the 27th, major M‘Arthur, with a party of | 


the Britifh picquets, advanced and fired among the be- 


fiegers {fo artfully, as to occafion a firing between the | 


French and American camps. 


from the water; which continued to play for four or 


five days with fhort intervals, but without any confider- 
, with five 
men, marched through a brifk fire from the Britith 
lines, and kindled the abbatis; but the dampnefs of the 


able effect. Major Enfant in the morning 


The befiegers opened 
with g mortars, 37 cannon from the land fide, and 16 


air, and the moifture of the green wood, prevented the ~ 


fuccefs of this bold undertaking. | alll 
Soon after the commencement of the an 
gen. Prevoft folicited for leave to fend the women and | 


from motives of policy, The combined army was fo 


confident of fuccefs, that ir was fufpected a defire of 


fecreting 


This humane requeft was refufed _ 


t 
if 


Savannah with a’ plan of the attack. Two feints were 
Sea made 
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inians,. was a confiderable objeét~covered under the 


| fpecious veil of humanity... That the commanders were 
- fufpicious, confidering the ftratagem Prevoft had prac- 


tifed after being fummoned, is not ftrange. It was alfo 


 prefumed, that a refufal would expedite a furrender. 


‘The period being long fince elapfed which the count 


chad affigned for his expedition, and the engineers in- 


forming him, that more time muft be fpent if he ex- 
“pected to reduce the garrifon by regular approaches, it 


4was determined to make an aflault. This meafure was 


eforced on d’Eftaing by his naval officers, who had re- 
omonftrated againft his continuing to rifk. fo valuable a 
| fleet in its prefent unrepaired condition, on fuch a dan- 


egerous coaft in the hurricane feafon; and at fo great a 


i diftance from the fhore, that it might be furprifed by 
_>a Britifh fleet. 
>the probability of their being attacked by a Britifh fleet 


Thefe remonftrances were enforced by 


completely repaired, with their full compliment of men, 
‘foldiers and artillery on board, when the fhips of his 
imoft chriftian-majefty were weakened by the abfence of 

a confiderable part ‘of. their crews, artillery and officers. 
©In a few ‘days, the lines of the befiegers might have 
-been: carried into the works of the befieged: but under 
-thefe critical circumftances no further delay could be ad- 


emitted. ‘To aflault, or to’ raife the fiege, was the only 


alternative. Prudence dictated the latter: a fenfe of 
honor adopted the former. The morning: of the gth 
“was fixed for the attack. The~ preceding night, one 


>James Curry, formerly a clerk at Charleftown, but now 


‘fergeant major in their’ volunteer company, went into 
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1779. made with the country militia; and_a real attack a litle 

before day light on the Spring-hill battery with 350q 
French troops, 600 continentals, and 350 of the Charlef= 
town militia, headed by count d’Eftaing and gen. Lins | 
coln. ‘They marched up to the lines with great bold 
nefs: but a heavy and well-directed fire from the bate 
teries, and a crofs fire from the gallies threw the front > 
of the column into confufion.. Two ftandards however 
(one an American) were planted on the Britifh redoubts, | | 
Count Pulafki, at the head of 200 horfemen, was in full 
gallop, riding into town between the redoubts, with an— 
intention of charging in the rear, when he received a . | 
mortal wound. A general retreat of the affailants took | | | 
place after they had ftood the enemy’s fire for fifty- five ) 
minutes. D’Eftaing received two flight wounds; 637 | 
of his troops, and 234* continentals were killed or 
wounded: of the 350 Charleftown militia, who were in_ 
the hotteft of the fire, 6 were wounded, and a captain | 
killed. Gen. Prevoft and major Moncrieff have de-_ q 
tervedly acquired great reputation by this fuccefsful.de+ 
fence. There were not ten guns mounted on the lines q 
on the day of the fummons, and in a few days the 
number exceeded 80. The garrifon was between 2 and § 
3000, including 150 militia. The damage it fuftained 
was trifling, as the men fired under cover, and few of « 
the affailants fired at all. It loft no other officer than — 
capt. Taws, who defended the redoubt where the ftand- of 
ards were planted, with the greateft bravery. Inftead of — 
mutual reproaches, which too often follow the failure of | 
enterprifes, depending upon the co-operation of differ- — 
ent nations, the French and Americans had their con=- 


| 


| 
| 


* The returns made to general Lingola, yee 
Adetice 


| 
| 
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fidence in and efteem for each other increafed. 
thought, that the delicacy and propriety of gen. Lin- 
coln’s conduct on every occafion, contributed much to 
this agreeable circumftance. 
verfally returned home, immediately after the unfuccefs- 


The militia almoft uni- 


ful affault. In about ten days, count d’Eftaing reim- 
barked his troops, artillery and baggage, and left the 
continent; while gen. Lincoln returned to South Caro- 
lina. But the French were fcarcely on. board, when a 
violent gale difperfed the whole fleet; and though the 
count had ordered feven fhips to repair to Hampton 
road in the Chefapeak, the marquis de Vaudreuil was the 
only officer who was able to execute a part of the order. 

_ While the fiege of Savannah was pending, a remark+ 
able enterprife was effected by col. John White of the 
Georgia line. Previous to the arrival of d’Eftaing on 
the coat of Georgia, a captain of Delancey’s, 1{t batta- 
lion had taken poft with about 100 American royal re- 
sulars near the river Ogeechee, about 25 miles from Sa- 
vannah. There were alfo at the fame place five. Britifh 
veffels, four of which were armed, the largeft with 14 
guns, the fmalleft with 4, and the whole manned with 


about 40 failors. Col. White, with fix volunteers, in- 


cluding his own fervant, made them all prifoners. On 


September the goth, at eleven o’clock at night, he 
kindled a number of fires in different places, adopted 
the parade of a large encampment, practifed a variety 
of other ftratagems, and fummoned the captain to fur- 
render; who was fo fully impreffed with. an opinion, 
that nothing but an inftant compliance could fave his 
men from being cut in pieces by a fuperior force, that 
he made no defence. The deception was carried on with 

Wah ‘ fuch 
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£779. firch addrefy, that all the prifoners, amounting to 141, 
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were feeured * > and afterward fafely conducted by three 
of the captors for 2 5 miles through the ile? to an 
American poft +. a 
Count Pulafki died before the end of Obseet Con- 
erefs have refolved, that a monument fhould be ere&ted 
to his memory. He was a Polander of high birth, and 


had been concerned in a bold enterprife in his native | 


country. With a few men he had carried off king Sta. 
niflaus from the middle of his capital, though furrounded- 
by a numerous body of guards and a Ruffian army. 
The king, after being a prifoner for fome time, efcaped 


by the favor of one of the band, and foon afterward — | 


declared Pulafki an out-law. Nothing could be more — 
congenial to his fentiments than to employ his arms in 
fupport of the American ftates. He offered his fervice hy 
to congrefs, and was honored with the rank of a briga- 
dier general. But the count was far from being fatisfied t 
with his employ, as appears from his letter, dated 
Charleftown, Aug. 19, in which he wrote—“ Such has 
been my lot, that nothing lef than my honor, which I 
will never forfeit, retains me ina fervice, which ill-treat- 
ment makes me begin to abhor. Every proceeding re- 
{petting rayfelf has been fo thoroughly mortifying, that. M 
nothing but the integrity of my hes and the fervency | 
of my zeal, fupports me under it.’ 3 

~ Let us turn to New York. 

~ Tt was not till Auguft the osth, that adm. Arbuth.~ 
not arrived with the fleet, which conveyed the reinforce- 
ments, camp equipage, ftores.and other necelaaes that 


an avis Pigeon s Letter of Once the 2d, to gov, Rutledge, " 
at Dr, ‘Ramfay’ s Hiftory, vol, ii, p. 3543 | 
were > 


at their quitting the ifland, with any wanton cruelties, or 
~~ needlefs deftruction, or with an unjuft feizure of proper- 
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were to enable Sir Henry Clinton to a with fuitable 2179- 
vigor... The 2a1ft of September Sir Andrew Hammond Zle | 
arrived with an additional force of 1500 men from Corke. 
Thefe feveral arrivals however, did not make the Bri- 
tifh at New York eafy, when they had the news of count 
d’Eftaing’s being on the American coaft. The intelli- 
gence occafioned an apprehenfion of a formidable at- 
tack by fea and land, fuppofed to have been concerted 
between the count and gen. Wafhington, and defenfive 
meafures were thought of. Befide adopting every other 
mean of a vigorous defence, tran{ports: were difpatched 26. | 
to Rhode Ifland to bring off the garrifon. All things be 
being i in readinefs, the royal troops evacuted Newport 

on the 25th of October ; embarked in the evening, failed gg 

at night, and reached New York. on the 27th... They. .27- 
were in fufficient force while at Newport, to have made 
predatory excurfions, and to have done much mlchicts 
notwithftanding the troops that gen. Gates, who was 

{tationed at Providence, had under his command. But 

gen. Sir Robert Pigot’s humanity might revolt at fuch 
barbarous expeditions ; which is the more probable, " 
from the ftriét and pofitive orders he gave for the ob- 
fervance of the mot exaét regularity and difcipline 
during the evacuation. As it was univerfally known 

that he meant to be obeyed, fo obedience was as uni- 
verfally practifed. The men were no wife chargeable 


ty *. However, as gen. Gates could not know but that 


* This is the fubftance of what was rejated to me by difinterefted 
perfons at Newport and the neighbourhgod, {ome fhort time after the 
evacuation. Be ea 
military 
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1999. military commands might require Sir Robert Pigot to’ 
ravage the country to the extent of his power, he fecured 
to himfelf the mean of gaining the earlieft intelligence _ 
of every capital movement upon the ifland, by the aid 
of lieut. Seth Chapin. The lieutenant employed a 
trufty woman living at Newport to write down all the 


+| 


information fhe could procure. A certain. place in a. 
rock near the water fide was aereed upon, where theg 


written intelligence was put. The woman had her par- 


ticular fignals; and by putting up poles or fticks’ as” 


though only drying linen, and making a fhow of fuch 


i 
bufinefs in a certain way, notified to the lieutenant on a 


the other fide of the water, that there was fome fpecial — 


matter to be communicated. At nicht the lieutenant ; i 


paffed over in his boat from Little Compton, landed | 
and brought it away. Through this fettled correfpon= y 
dence, Gates learnt the next day what were the move- _ 


ments and talk of the enemy. After the evacuation 
the general defired the lieutenant to mention what con- 


fider ation would fatisfy him for the dangerous fervice in 


which he had been engaged. The anfwer was, “I fhall 
be fully fatisfied with 1200 dollars for myfelf, and 2’ or. 
300 for fome others that were concerned.” Such wa 
the depreciation then, that the whole 1500 were not 
worth 75 hard dollars, now they are worth about hone 


Sir H. Clinton having received certain intelligence of _ 


the repulfe given the combined troops in their attack 


x q 


* f 


i 


on Savannah, refumed the plan of an expedition againft — 


South Carolina, which the appearance of count d’ Eee 
obliged him to fufpend. Every thing was prepared, 
and about 7000 troops were embarked, but detained 
till he fad full affurance of the French fleet’s having 
wholly 


| 


4 


st se 


AMERICAN -REWVWOL UU TION, 


under the convoysof adm. Arbuthnot, on the 26th of 
December. Their operations will be related in a future 
“Yetter.. Congrefs having obtained fatisfactory evidence 
_ of what was in contemplation, had ordered on the roth 
of November, three of the continental frigates to Charlefs 
town for its defence. 


to enact laws for eftablifhing and carrying into execution 
a general limitation of prices throughout their refpective 
yurifdictions, on certain prefcribed principles, the ope- 
ration to commence from the rft of next February—by 
_ which time the operation may be found to be impof- 


fight, and the fame to be fold at the current rate of ex- 


foreign affairs to write to Mefirs. Jay and Laurens, in— 
forming thernof the drafts to be made upon them, ex- 
_ plaining fully the reafons that urge congrefs to draw, 
and directing them to keep up a mutual correfpondence, 
and to afford each other every affiftance in procuring 
money to pay the bills. A committee of feven having’ 
been appointed by congrefs to wait on the minifter of 


the following extraéts and fummary of the communica- 
tions—That the minifter of France had it in command 
from his king; to imprefs on the minds of congrefi— 
That the Britifh cabinet have an almoft infuperable re~ 
- Ju€tance to admit the idea of the independence of thefé 
| eye United 
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wholly quicted the American coaft, when they failed i779. 


- On the 19th of November, they refolved that it be Nov. 


earneftly recommended to the feveral ftates forthwith, '% 


They concluded on the 23d, that bills of ex- 23: 
1 change be drawn on Mr. Jay for 100,0001. fterling, and 
on Mr. Laurens for 100,000]. payable at fix months 


| change.” «They after that directed the committee of 29, 


France, arid to receive his communications, repofted Dec. 
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prevent it :—-That they have filled feveral of the courts 
of Europe with negotiations, in order to excite them to. 
a war again{ft France, or to obtain fuccours, and are 
employing the moft ftrenuous endeavours to perfuade | 
the feveral powers, that the United States are difpofed | 
to enter into treaties of accommodation ;_ that many 
perfons in America are actually employed in: bringing | 
{uch treaties to perfection ; and that they have no doubt. 
of their fuccefs:—That the objects which the Britifh 
cabinet hope for from thefe meafures are, to deftroy the | 
fuperiority which France has now at fea, by diverting - \ 
her powers and refources from naval to land operations, * 
and by engaging her in a land war, where fhe mutt 

rifk very important interefts, while England would rifle ! 
nothing but money; or to break or weaken the alliance - 

by deftroying the confidence, which the allies ought to | | 

have in each other:—That his moft chriftian majefty 
gives no credit to the fuggeftions of Britain relative to : 
the difpofitions of the United States, and that ir is ne+, | 
ceffary that meafures be taken for the preventing of :: 
other powers from being deceived into a belief of them: _| 
-—That the negotiation of Britain, as far as could yet : 
be learned, had not fucceeded:—That the difpofitions 


of all the European powers are, as far as can be known, ‘. 


very friendly to France, but fome of them may be en- 


gaged in fecret treaties with Britain, which may. oblige i 
them in fome event to affift her with troops, even againft W 

their inclinations ;—That fuch event may arife, and if t | 
it fhould, it is probable it will produce an armed me- — 
diation, the confequences of which would be, that the’ ib, 
allies muft accept of the terms propofed by the medi- 
cation,” 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


having the forces of the mediator united with thofe of 
| their enemies :—=That in fuch event, it is pomible the 
terms propofed will be fuch as Spain offered, and Bri- 
tain. rejected on the laft propofed mediation :—That 
‘though the powers, who may be under fuch engagements 
‘by treaties to Great Britain, from their friendly difpofi- 
tion toward his moft chriftian majefty, may be very un- 
willing to give affiftance to his enemies, yet they may 
find it indifpenfably neceffary in compliance with their 
Jengagements: but it is not improbable that their reluc- 
Jtance, or the diftance of their dominions, may delay 
\fuch affiftance, if granted at all, fo as to be too late for 
the next campaign :—That fhould the enemy be in pof- 
\{effion of any part of the United States at the clofe of 
Ithe next campaign, it will be extremely difficult to Great 
WBritain to. acknowledge their independence; and if a 
mediation fhould be offered while the enemy are in pot- 
{effion of. any part, an mopartial mediator could. not 
cafily refute the arguments which might be ufed for his 
retaining: fuch poffeffions ; ; and probably a mediator well 


| 


ing. them, and if not agreed to, the hoftility of fuch 
‘mediator would be the neceffary confequence :—That 
Yhould Great Britain form fuch alliances, or procure 


there will be every reafon to fear a long and an objiti- 
hate war, whereof the final event may be doubtful :— 


he next campaign, in order to. difpoffels. the enemy 
of every part of the United States, and to put them in 
p. Vor. ITT. ZL condi- 


ation, or continue the war under the difadvantages of 1779. 


: difpofed toward Great Britain might infift on her hold - 


‘uch aids as are the objects of her prefent negotiations, 


‘hat the view of affairs plainly points out, the necef= - 
ity for the greateft poffible vigor in the operations of. 


¥779 condition to treat of peace and accept of mediation, 
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with the oreatett advantage ; and the preparations for it 
ought to be as {peedy fe as effectual as poffible i—That 
France and Spain are prepared to make ‘a very power- | 
ful diverfion, and will exert themfelves moft ftrenuoufly | 
for preferving their naval fuperiority , and for employing | 
the powers of the enemy in Europe and the W eft Indies, | 
—The minifter declared as from himfelf—That he | 
doubted not but his moft chriftian majelty will fpare 
fome fhips to the United States, if it can be done with | 
out endangering his fuperiority at fea, and that an ap- a 
plication made to the minifter in form is more eligible | 
than to the king; becaufe it would give his majefty ' 
ereat pain to Aerie the requeft, though he might be” in | 
no condition to grant it:-~That at all events fupplies ' 
fhould be prepared on a fuppofition that the fhips’ will | 
be granted, and fuch fupplies fhould be put into the ° 
hands of the agent for the marine of France, and be | 
confidered as the king’s property.—-He defires to be in- 
formed, as far as congrefs deem proper, what force the — 
United States can bring into the field the next campaigni 4 
On what refources fee rely for their maintenance and 
neceflary appointments, and what fhall be ‘the generat 
plan of the campaign, on fuppofition either of having 
or not having the aid of thips of war >—He gives it as his 
opinion, that an application for clothing may be made 
to his moft chriftian majefty with profpect of fuccefs 5 
and although meafures have been taken for fending arms 
and warlike ftores to America, yet it would be prudent | 
in congrefs not to neglect any other means for procuring 


either thot ere or seal of clothine. *e) 
Conk 
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 Congrets to promote ceconomy in purchafes of Ame- 1779 


ce 


fican produce, refolved on the rath of December, to 


call upon the ftates for the neeeffary fupplies, for which 


they are to be credited at equal prices for articles of the 


» fame quality atid kind, and for others which they may 


furhifh in due proportion. 
I fhall conclude with mentioning in a general way, 


that the Americati cruifers have continued to be very 
 fuccefsful :++And that about the middle of September, 
the French plenipotentiary, in a converfation with gen. 
_ Wafhington mentioned; that though Spain had been all 


alone well difpofed to the revolution, fhe had entered 


reluctantly into the war, and had not acknowledged the 
| independence of the United States; 
-defired to engage Spain more firmly in their interefts, 
by a mark of their good will to her. 
is the lands on the eaftern fide of the Miffiffippi ; which 
is an affair that the general leaves to the wifdom or 


and that France 


[The mark in view 


congrels. 1 


‘ Roxburys Aug. 245 £780. 


NONGRESS selolsel, « that the following an- 
{wer be given to the communications of the mi- 


pte interefts 


I 7804 
er Jane 
ieitter of France—-That congrefs entertain the moft 31> 


‘| jeprectn) fenfe of the unremitting attention given to the 
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378 jnterefts of the United States by their illuftrious alli,|, 


_ minifter under his majefty’s fpecial command, as equally ) 
“wife and interefting :—That the confidence which they }) 


-lows—That the United States have expectations, on|, 


é . ° 
field next campaign an army of 25,000 effective mea, | 


vifion for the army in its greateft number, can certainly } 
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and confider the communications made to them by his} 


repofe in his a ibe in confequence of his fo gene-|; 
roufly interefting himfelf in the affairs of thefe United| 
States, and of the wifdom and magnanimity of his coun-|: 
cils, determine them to give the moft perfect informa-|) 
tion in their power of their refources, their views and} 
their expectations: That to this end they ftate as fol- | 


which they can rely with confidence, of bringing into the | 


exclufive of commiffioned officers:—That this army. 
can be reinforced by militia, fo as to be in force fufi- 
cient for any enterprife againft the pofts occupied by the ; 
enemy within the United States :—~That fupplies of pro- | 


be obtained within the United States, and the congre&, , 
with the co-operation of the feveral {tates, can take ef- | 
feétual meafures for procuring them in fuch manner, as | 
that no operation will be impeded :That provifions | 
alfo for fuch of the forces of his moft chriftian majefty, ; 
as may be employed in conjunction or co-operation with, , 
thofe of the United States, can be procured under the ; 


direétion of congrefs; and fuch provifions thall be laid 


up in magazines, agreeable to fuch inftructions as. his | 
majefty’s minifter plenipotentiary fhall give; and the ma- 
gazines fhall be put under the direction of the agent of | 


_ the marine of France :—That congrefs rely on the con- 


tributions of the ftates by taxes, and on monies to be | 


raifed by internal loans for the pay of the army :—That | 


fup- ' 
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_fupplies of clothing, of tents, of arms and warlike 1780- 
ftores, muft be principally obtained from foreign na- 
tions, and the United States muft rely chiefly on the af 
fiftance of their ally for them; but every other mean 
for procuring them is already taken, and will be profe- 
cuted with the greateft diligence: —That the United 
States, with the affiftance of a competent naval force, 
would willingly, during the next campaign, carry on the 


-moft vigorous offenfive operations againft the enemy in 
all the pofts occupied by them within the United States: 
~—That without fuch naval force, little more can be at- 
tempted by them, than ftraitening the quarters of the 
enemy, and:covering the interior parts of the country : 
—That their forces) muft be difpofed in fuch manner 


_as to oppofe the enemy with greateft effect, wherefoever 
their moft confiderable operations may be directed :— 
That at prefent the fouthern ftates feem to be their prin; 
‘cipal objet ; and their defign, to eftablifh themfelves in 
one or more of them: but their fuperiority at fea over 
the United States, enables them to change their object 
and operations with great facility, while thofe of the 
‘United States are rendered difficult by the great extent 
.of country they have to defend:—That congrefs are 
happy to find that his moft chriftian majefty gives no 
eredit to the fuggeftions of the Britith cabinet, relative 
to the difpofitions of the United States, or any of them, 
‘to enter into treaties of accommodation with Great Bri- 
tain; and with his majefty and all the powers of Europe 
'to be affured, that fuch fuggeftions are infidious and 
without foundation:—That it will appear by the con- 
{titutions’ and other public aéts of the feveral flates, that 
the citizens of the United States,» poffefled of arms, 
£03 pof- 
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4782 pofiefied of freedom, poffefied of political power to 


create and direct their magiftrates as they think proper, 
are united in their determinations, to fecure to themfelves: 
and their. pofterity the bleffings of liberty, by fupporting 
the independence of their governments, and obferving 
their treaties and public engagements with immoveable 
firmnefs and fidelity ; and the congrefs afiure his ma- 
jetty, that thould any individual in America be found 
bafe enough to fhow the leatt difpofition for perfuading 
the people to the contrary, fuch individual would in- 
{tantly lofe all power of effecting his purpofe, by~ forfeit~ | 
ing the. confidence and efteem of the people.” a. 

“The comimittee appointed to receive the communi- 
cations from the minifter: of F rance, reported, that on 
their fecond conference, he communicated to them 
«6 That: his mot chriftian majefty being informed of the 


appointment of a minifter plenipotentiary, to treat of 


an alliance ‘between the United States and his catholi¢ 
majefty, had fignified to his minifter plenipotentiary to thefe 
United States, that he wifhes moft earnettly | for fuch an 
alliance, and in order to make the way thereto more 


ealy, commanded him to communicate to congrefs cere 
tain articles; which his catholic majefty deems of great 


amportance to the interefts of his crown, and on which 
ir is highly neceflary that thefe United States explain 


thernfelves with fuch precifion and moderation as may 


| confift with their eflential rights Phat the articles are, 


ya “precife and invariable boundary to the United - 
States—-2. the exclufive navigation of the river ‘Mififippi | 
—3. the poffefion of the F loridas—4. the lands on the 
deft or eaftern fide of the Mifiiffippi :—That on the ft 
article, it is the idea of the risa of Madrid, that the 
United 


“4 


| tion, bearing date the 
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‘United States extend to the weftward no further: than 1780, 


the. fettlements were per mitted by. the royal proclama-_ 


day of 1763: That on 


| the ad, the United. States do not Meaices t hemfelves as, 


| belon ging to 


IF 


having right to navigate the river Mifiiffippi, no territory 
them being fituate thereon :»’That.on the 


| 3d, it is probable the king of Spain will conquer | the 


Floridas ens the courfe of the prefent war, and in 


| fach event every caufe of aifpute relative thereto, be- 


tween Spain and thefe United States, ought to be tre-, 
moved: That on the 4th, the. lands. lying on the eaft 
fide of -the Militippi, whereon_ the fettlements were 
prohibited by the faid proclamation, are pofieffions of 
the crown of Great Britain, and proper objects again{t 
which the arms of Spain may be employed for the pur- 

pofe of making a permanent conquett for the Spanifh 
crown; that fuch conqueft, may be made probably dur- 
ing the prefent war; that therefore it would be advifable 
to reftrain the fouthern, ftates from making any fettle. 
ments or -conguetts i in thefe territories : that the council 
of Madnd; confider the United States as. having: nq 
“clai ms to thele, territories, either as not having. had pof- 
feffion of chem before the prefent war, or not having any. 
| foundation for a claim in the right of the fovereign of 
_ Great Britain, whofe domiaion, they have abjured ; _ 
That his mott chriftian majetty, united to. the catholic 
king by blood, and. by the ftrictett alliances, and. united 
with thefe fates in treaties of alliance, and feeling to; 


i ward them difpofitions of the moft perfect friendthip, i is 


iy ' exceedingly defirous of conciliating between his catholic 
majefty and the United States the moft happy and laft- 
a friendihip: :-~ That. the United States may repote the 
4 


utmott 


Jan, 
8, 
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1780. utmoft confidence in his good will to their interefts, and: 
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in the juftice and liberality of his catholic majefty :—and 
That he cannot deem the revolution which has fet up 
the independence of thefe United States, as paft all. 
danger of unfavorable events, until his catholic majefty 
and the faid ftates fhall be eftablithed on thofe terms of 
confidence and amity, which are the objets of his moft 
chriftian majefty’s very earneft wifhes.”’ ri TaN 
The information you are now entering upon, may ap= 
pear fingular after reading the anfwer of congrefs to the 
minitter of France, on the article of provifion. In the } 
middle of December, a part of gen. Wafhington’s. | 
army was feveral days without bread; and for the reft >) 
he had not, either on the fpot or within reach, a fupply 
fufficient for four days. Reckoning back from January 
the 8th, and both officers and men were almoft perifh- | 
ing through want for a fortnight. ‘The deficiency pro- 
ceeded from the abfolute emptinefs of the American | 
magazines in every place, and the total want of money 
or credit to replenifh them, So that the general. was 
obliged to call upon the magiftrates of the Jerfey ftate; 
to expofe his fituation to them; and to declare in plain 
terms, that he and his army were reduced to the alter \ 
native of difbanding or. catering for themfelves, unlefs i 
the inhabitants would afford them aid. He allotted to ra 
each county a certain proportion of flour or grain, and i 
a certain number of cattle to be delivered on certain) | 
days. Yo the honor of the magiftrates and the good \ 
difpofition of the people, be it added, that his requifi- :| 
tions were punctually complied with, and i in many coun | — 


tres exceeded. Nothing but this great and patriotic { 


exertion, which claimns the particular confiderationy and | 
the 


fe? 
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the warmeft acknowledgments of the public, could have 178 


faved the army from diffolution or ftarving, as the troops 
were bereft of every hope from the commiffaries. At 
one time the foldiers eat every kind of horfe food but 
ay : buck wheat, common wheat, rye and Indian corn, 
formed the compofition of the meal that made their 
bread. As an army they bore it with heroic patience: 
but fuch fufferings, accompanied with the want of clothes, 
blankets, &c. noire frequent defertions, though not 
a fingle mutiny *. Would you have expected, that the 
commander in chief fhould have been under the neceflity 
of inferting in general orders of January the 29th— 
« The general is aftonifhed and mortified, that notwith- 
ftanding the laft order, the inhabitants in the vicinity of 
the camp are abfolutely a prey to the plundering and 
licentious fpirit of the foldiery. « From daily complaints, 
and a formal reprefentation of the magiftrates, a night 
fcarcely paffes without gangs of foldiers going out of 
camp, and committing every fpecies of robbery, depre- 
dation, and the groffeft perfonal infults. Thefe violences 
are committed on the property and perfons of thofe, 
who, ona very late alarming occafion for the want of 
provifion, manifefted the warmeft attachment to the 
army, by affording it the mott ain and plentiful 
relief.” | | 3 

Congrefs have given the public a ftate of the expen- 
ditures for the laft year. The fums advanced to: exs 


change bills of the emiffions of May 20, 1777, and 


Apribar, 1778, were 15,321 897 } dollars.» No more 
than five millions are fpecified in their journals for each 
of fuch dates. There muft therefore have been iffued 


® General Wathington’s letters of January and February. 
from 
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1780. from their own preffes more than five millions and a half, 
beyond what was {pe cified, er their agents who were to 
exchange. the genuine ones, had not the means of. de, 
tecting the counterteits ; the, laft is {carce conceiyable,. 
They have alfo fettled a {mall penfion on an Elizabeth — 
Bengin, late an inhabitant of New York, who was in-. 


OP ee Vr 


defatigable in relieving the. American prifoners, and in 


facilitating their efcape. The Britihh at length fufpected, 7 
or had proof of her conduc, and fent a party to fecure 


her, . She begged leave to drefs sherfelf before the was 
carried tothe commander, and withdrew to an actin 
ing toom, from whence the made her efcape to a friend, 


and Jay fecreted till an opportunity offered of quitt ting, 


the city. She had a trufty waterman aéting in confort 
with her, who. in dark nights fafely conveyed away by 


the help of muffled oars, the officers and privates whew g 


her ‘friendfhip had concealed. When the had gotten 


clear off, her circumftances were fo diftreffing, that gens 
Wafhington hearing of it, and knowing the part fhe 4 
had taken; and the .rifk fhe had run, recommended her a 


to congrefs. 


Sir A1..Clinton’s expedition to South Carolina is next xt t 
to be confidered. Though the fieet and convoy failed i 
from New York on the 26th of December, they did oT 


not arrive at Savannah till the end of January. The. 


voyage was alfo very unprofperous. ‘Through the tem- 


peftuoufnefs of the weather, great mifchief was dong @ 
among the tran {ports and victuallers. Several were loft, 
others. damaged, and a few taken by the Americana 


An ordnance fhip went down with all her ftores ; adie i 


| 
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i 
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moft.of the horfes, whether for draught, or appertaining 


to the cavalry, were loft. _Marous, delays prevented, fo 


that. 


fe 
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¢hat-the troops did not land before the zith of February, 1780, 
on the fouth part of John’s ifland, about 30 miles diftant Feb. 
from Charleftown. A week before, .gen. Lincoln had : 
difpatched lieut. col. Ternant to the Havannah, with 
folicitations to the Spanifh governor to contribute his 

| affiftance againft the Britifh. The colonel was autho- 
rized to promife 2000 men to co- opet ate with the Spa- 

| niards in reducing St, Auguttine, if they would Jend a 

| ‘foficient force of fhips and troops for the defence of 
Charleftown. ‘The South Carolina afiembly was fitting 
when the Britith landed, and dire€tly delegated, till ten 

| days after the next feffion, to goy. Rutledge, and fuch of 

| his council as he could conveniently confult, a power. to 


| doevery thing neceffary for the public good, except: the 
} taking away the life of a citizen without a legal trial; 
| and then adjourned. The. governor immediately ordered 
the militia to rendezvous. Though the neceffity was 
great, few obeyed the preffing call. A proclamation | 
| was foon iffued, requiring the militia that were regularly 
| ‘draughted, and all the inhabitants and owners of pro- 
| | perty in the town, to repair to the American ftandard, 
| ‘and join the garrifon without delay, under pain of con- 
fifcation. This fevere meafure produced little. effect. 
The country was greatly difpirited, through the repulfe 
at Savannah the preceding October, and the high ideas 
which that had produced c of the power. of Britain; and had 
Sit H. Clinton puflaed at once for the town, he would 
probably. have poflefied himfelf of it in four days after 
landing: but his caution put him upon proceeding by a 
regular attack. Previous to the debarkation of -his 
“troops, he had taken care to have the harbour blocked 
UP, fo that had the Americans evacuated the place, 
they 


t 
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1780. they muft have given up not only their fhips, but their 


Mar. 
2Qe 


| baggage, field artillery and ftores, as they could not have 
procured a number of waggons fufficient for the ‘tran{porta- 
tion of the fame. It was the with of the inhabitants to fave 


their capital, and they were in hopes of effecting it. Gen. 
Lincoln was defirous of their being gratified, and aéted ac- 
cordingly. Though he had then but about 1400 continen- 
tals fit for duty, including thofe of South Carolina, North 
‘Carolina and Virginia, together with about 1000 North 
Carolina militia; yet as he had been affured of fuccours 


_ to complete his force to near 10,000, he promifed him- 
felf, that when further oppofition could no longer avail, — 


an evacuation would be practicable. The apparent de- 
fign of Sir Henry Clinton to rif nothing, induced him 
to proceed flowly. He formed a depét‘on James ifland, 

and ereéted fortifications there and on the main, oppofite 
to the fouthern and weftern extremities of the town. On 
the 29th of March, his grenadiers, light troops, and two 
battalions of infantry, croffed Afhley river: and on the 


‘next day appeared before the American lines, and en- 


‘camped about 3000 yards in front of them. The works 
‘thrown up in the {pring of 1779, had been: ftrengthened 
and extended: and lines of defence and redoubts con- 
‘tinued acrofs Charleftown neck from Cooper to A thley 
river. Gen. Lincoln had early preffed upon the ftate, 
the certainty ofan intended invafion, and the neceflity 
of ftrenuous and timely exertions to provide againft it. 


He ever turned out himfelf,- not only to affift omthe 
works, but to fet an example of emulation, that no oné 
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might think it beneath him to give his affiftance. This _ 


was his conftant practice, going out with the foremoft 
in the morning, and returning with the laft in the even- 
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ing; until the near approach of the enemy called him 178 


to other duties. In front of the lines was a ftrong ab- 
batis, and a wet ditch picquetted on the neareft fide. 
Between the abbatis and the lines, deep holes were dug 
at fhort diftances from each other, The lines were 
made particularly {trong on the right and left, and fo 


| conftruéted as to rake the wet ditch, in almoft its whole 


extent. In the centre a ftrong citadel was erected. 
Works were thrown up on all fides of the town where a 
landing was practicable. T hat gen. Lincoln did. not 
oppofe the enemy’s croffing the river, was owing to his 
not having fufficient force; his whole, ftrength at that 
time amounted only to 2225, befide the failors in the 
batteries. It was found upon examination, that the fhips 
meant for the defence of Charleftown, could not pofibly 
be fo:ftationed as to defend the bar; and that the enemy, 
with a leading eafterly wind and flood making in, would 
enter the harbour, and under full fail, pafs the conti- 
nental frigates lying in Five Fathom Hole. .Commodore 
Whipple ee ia with his fmmall fleet, confifting of the 
Bricole of 44 guns, the Providence and Bofton each. of 
32, the Queen of France of 28, L’Avanture and the 
Truite each of 26, the Ranger and brig Gen. Lincola 
each of 20, and the brig Notre Dame of 16 guns, 
abandoned the defence of the bar, and retreated to fort 
Moultrie. On the 20th of March, adm. Arbuthnot, 
with the Renown of so guns, the Romulus and Roe- 
buck each of 44, the Richmond, Le Blonde. and 
Raleigh each of 32, and the Sandwich armed fhips, 
croffed the bar in front of Rebellion road, and anchored 
in Five Fathom Hole. The American fleet retreated 
to Charleftown; and the crews and guns of all the veffels, 
except 
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batteries. An inquiry fhould have been made before 
the Britifh fleet appeared off the harbour, whether the 
American fhips could defend the bar, and upon the dif 
covery of their incapability, they fhould have been fent 
away in time. When the captains and pilots,. in their 
joint letter of February the 27th to gen. Lincoln, af 
figned fuch incapability as a reafon for their abandoning 
the defence of it, the refolution fhould have been taken 


if 
| 
| 
\ 


to evacuate Charleftown, and to retreat into the open 


country, and there wait for reinforcements, . without 
running the rifk of being completely invefted by the 
Bren eae A | 

Tt appeared that the Britifh had: broken cet in 
feveral places about 1100 yards in front of the Ameri- 
cans. Though the lines were no more than field works, ; 
yet Sir Hl. Clinton treated them with the’ soiponiae | 
homage of three parallels, and made his advances with | 
the greateft circumfpection. By the i1oth,: the fir 
paralle 1 was’ completed, and: directly upon it the town — 
was fummoned to furrender without effec. The fare | 
‘day 700 continentals, under gén. Woodford, who had 
marched 509 miles in 28 days, arrived in Charleftown. ‘ 
But while the fiege was pénding, near the fame number Q 
of North Carolina militia, quitted the lines and went off, 
the time of their fervice being expired. The day before : 
the fummons, adm. Arbuthnot weighed anchor, cant | x 
taking advantage of a ftrong foutherly wind and flowing — J 
tide, paffed fort Moultrie; which kept up a brifk and 
fevere fire on the fhips in their paflage, and did them 
fome damage befide: killing or wounding’ 27 feamem. — W 


dc? si sa ran aground, and was burnt by the crew. — 
28 The 
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batteries. To prevent the fhips running up Cooper 


river, from which they might have enfiladed the hnes, 


eleven veflels were funk in the channel. The Ranger 
frigate and two gallies were ftationed fo as to co-operate 


ach the batteries on fhore, in defending thefe obftruc- 


tions, and to attack any armed veffels that might at- 
tempt a paflage through Hog-ifland channel. 

On the 12th the Britifh opened their batteries, and a 
conftant fire was kept up between both parties until the 
goth, when their fecond parallel, within 300 -yards of 
the American lines, was completed. But the fire of the 


befiegers was far fuperior to that of the befieged. The 


formes had the advantage of 21 mortars and royals; 
the latter only of two, and by the 2oth their lines had 
faftained great damage in many places. About the 


time the Britith opened their batteries, gov. Rutledge 


took poft in the country between the Cooper and the 
Santee rivers: 2 work was ordered to be thrown up on 


the Wando, nine miles from town, and another at the 


point of Lampriere’s, to preferve the communication with 
the country by water: a poft was alfo ordered at'a ‘ferry 
over the Santee, to colleét and feeure the boats neceffary 
for the croffing over of the expected fuccours with difpatch, 
and for effecting a retreat with facility when requifi 
For a few moments the narrative muft be retrofpective. 
‘The horfes deftined to mount the Britih cavalry were 
loft on the paflage from New York. When liewt. cof, 
‘Tarleton was landed, he foon obtained a frefh fupply ; 
land having mounted his cavalry, joined a body of ‘about 
-Yooo men, who marched’ through the country from 
‘Savannah. On the 18th of March a detachment from 
Pop his 
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1780, his corps furprifed about 80 American militia, killed and 


wounded feveral, and difperfed the remainder. | Five | 


days after, Tarleton with his legion, fell in with another 
{mall party of mounted militia, who inftantly retreated; 

but in the purfuit three were killed, one wounded, and 
four taken prifoners.. On the 27th he had a rencounter 


with lieut. col. Wafhington, at the head of his regular | 


corps of horfe. The Americans had the advantage, 
took feven prifoners, and drove back the cavalry of the 


Britith legion ; but durft not purfue them for want of 


infantry. At the beginning of the fiege, gen. Lincoln 
ordered the 300 regular cavalry to keep the field, and 
the country militia were to act as infantry in their fups 
port. On various pretences the militia refufed to attach 


themfelves to the cavalry. The American body of 


horfe, intended to cover the country, and to preferve 


led by lieut. cols. Tarleton and Webtter, A negro flave, 
for a fum of money, conduéted the Britifh from Gooft- 
creck, in the night, through unfrequented paths. Al- — 
though the commanding officer of the American caylee 
had taken the precaution of having his horfes faddled 
and bridled, and the alarm was given by his videttes, — 
pofted at the diftance of a mile in front; yet, being en-_ 


rapidly, notwithftanding the oppofition of the advanced _ 


“1 
7 | 
the communication between that and the town, was fur- — 


an prifed at Monk’s Corner, by a ftrong party of Britithy — 


| 
tirely unfupported by infantry, the Britith advanced fo — | 
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guard, that they began their attack upon the main body — | 


before the men could put themfelves in a pofture of de- — 


fence. About twenty-five were killed -or taken: and 
they that efcaped were obliged for feveral days to: conceal 
themfelves in the sii The Britith inftantly fe ® 

“down 
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down on the peninfula between the Cooper and the 


' Santee with about 350 horfe and 600 infantry. When 


sen. Lincoln was informed on the 16th of what had 
happened, he called a council of war, who were of opi- 
nion, that the weak ftate of the garrifon made it im- 
proper to detach a niimber fufficient to attack this fepa- 
rate corps. On the 18th Sir H. Clinton received a re- 
infortement of 3000 men from New York. The only 
practicable route of an evacuation for the Americans 
was to the right of the town; but the befiegers, with 
their reinforcement, ftrengthened the troops on the penin- 
fula; and took poft on Haddrell’s point ; which obliged 
the others to abandon Lampriere’s. On the 20th and aif, 


} another council of war was held; to determine upon the 
| fheafures that the intereft and fafety of the country called 


the Americati officers to purfue under their prefent cir- 
cumftances; THe refult was As a retreat would be at- 


tended with many diftrefling inconveniences, if not alto- 
gether impracticable for the undermentioned caufes, to 
wity-—-1. the civil authority is averfe to it; and intimated 
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in council, that if attempted; they would counteract the - 


meafure!—2. it muft be performed in face of the enemy, 
much fuperior, acro{s a river three miles broad, in large 
fhips and veffels, the moving of which muft be regu- 


lated by the wind and tide:—3. could. thefe ob(eiales ? 


be furmounted, we mutt force our way through a con- 
fiderable body of the enemy, in full poffeffion of the 


pafies on our route to the Santee, the only road by 


which we can retreat:—4. fuppofing us arrived at that 


| river, new and dangerous difficulties are again’to be en~ 


countered, from the want of boats to crofs it, with an 


army waftted and worn. down by action, fatigue and. - 


- Vor. II. Aa famine, 
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r780. famine, and clofely purfued by the enemy—we advife 


therefore, that offers of capitulation, before our affairs. | 
(Cap 


become more critical, fhould be made to gen. Clinton, 
which may admit of the army’s withdrawing, and afford 
fecurity to the perfons and property of the inhabitants”— 


figned William Moultrie and others. The terms when 


propofed, were inftantly rejected: but ftill not receded | 


from by the propofers, as they had hopes of fuccours to 
open the communication, and give an opportunity of 
retreating.. ‘hough the rejection of the terms difpirited 


the garrifon, yet they thought, by delaying as long as. 


April poffible, the people in the neighbouring ftates would 


23. 


May 
6. 


have an opportunity to roufe and imbody. On the 23d 


the Britifh commenced their third parallel from 80 to _ 


rso yards from the Britifh lines.. The next day the 


befieged made a fally, which was conduéted by lieut. col. : 
Henderfon, who led out 200 men, and attacked the ad-_ 


vanced working party of the Britifh, killed feveral and 


took eleven prifoners. 


‘This was the only fally made by — | 


ep | 
them, for their inferior numbers would not admit of — 


their engaging repeatedly in fuch fervices. 
the propriety of attempting a retreat came again before 
a council of officers, who were unanimoufly of opinion, 
that it was not expedient as a retreat was impracticable. 
While gen. Lincoln was preffed with a variety of dif- . 
ficulties, the Britifh flag was feen flying on fort Moulcio 


When the royal fhips had pafied Sullivan’s ifland, col. — 
Pinkney, with about 150 men under his command, was _ 


withdrawn from that poft, to reinforce the army in 
Charleftown. The feeble remainder of the garrifon, 


moftly militia, furrendered on the 6th of May to capt. : 


Hudfon of the Britith navy, without aia, a gun. The 
fame 


On the 26th 
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edge of the American canal, and a fap carried to the 
dam, which contained its water on the right, by which 
mean a great part was drained to the bottom. On that 
day alfo col. Anthony Walton White, who had taken 


the command of the remains of the American cavalry | 


after their defeat, experienced a fimilar difaiter. He had 
crofied the Santee, and on that day made prifoners a 
fmall Britith party, that was conducted to Lanneau’s 
ferry. He had ordered in feafon proper perfons to col- 
lect boats, and to aflemble a body of infantry at this 
place, to cover the American cavalry in their recrofiing 
the Santee, which had not been carried into execution, 
The zeal of a new fubject, who had lately fubmitted to 
the royal army, led him to give immediate notice to 
lord Cornwallis of White’s fituation. Tarleton, with. 
a party of horfe, was difpatched to the ferry; arrived 
there a few minutes after the American cavalry ; and 
inftantly charged them with a fuperior force. IF rom the 
want of boats and of infantry, a retreat was impracti- 


cable, and refiftance unavailing. A rout took place. 


Major Call and feven others efcaped on horieback, by 


urging their way through the advancing Britifh cavalry. 


Lieut. col. Wafhineton, maior Jamefon, and five or fix 
ie) v ; i 


privates, faved themfelves by fwimming acrofs the 


Santee. About 30 were killed, wounded or taken. 


The remainder got off by concealing themfelves in the 


fwamps. ‘The Britifh prifoners, who were in a boat 
croffing the river, being called upon by their friends to 
come back, rofe on their guard, and were releafed. On 
the eighth Sir H. Clinton began a correfpondence with 
i ‘Lincoln, and sepeated his former terms and fum- 
Pug mons. 
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fame day the third parallel was completed clofe to the 178° 
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1780. mons. Atthis time, all the flefh-provifions of the gar- 
rifon were not fufficient to furnifh rations for a week. 
There was no profpect either of reinforcements or of 
fapplies from the country. The engineers gave it as 
their opinion, that the lines could not be detended ten _ 
days longer, and that they might at any time be carried 
by affault in ten minutes. Gen. Lincoln was difpofed 
to clofe with the terms offered, as far as they refpected 
his army ; but fome demur was made in behalf of the 
citizens. Sir H. Clinton infifted on their being all pri- 
foners on parole, and would promife nothing further, — 
than that the town-property of thofe within the hnes 
fhould not be molefted by the Britith troops. He alfo 
evaded any determinate anfwer to the article which re- 
queited leave for chofe who did not choofe to fubmit to 
the Britifh government, to icil their eftates and leave 
the province. It was hoped, that upon a proper repre- 
fentation of matters in a free conference, the generofity 
of the befiegers would foften their demands; the fame 
was therefore afked by gen. Lincoln, without his di- 
rectly refufing what was offered. Contrary to theexpec- 
tation of the befieged, an anfwer was returned, that 
hoftilities fhould recommence at eight o’clock. When : { 
the hour arrived, the moft vigorous onfet of the be- 1 
fiegers was immediately expected by the garrifon, But ; 
neither army fired a gun for fome time. Both feemed 
to dread the confequences of an affault, and to wih for 4 
a continuance of the truce, and a reconfideration of the _ 
propofed articles. At nine, firing commenced from the ‘ 
garrifon, and was kept up on both fides for feveral hours _ 


with unufual brifknefs, and did more execution than had a 


ae 


taken place in the fame length of time fince the com- _ 
mencement 
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-mencement of the fiege. The Britifh batteries of the 1780. 


third parallel, which were ready on the 6th, opened on 
this occafion. Shells and carcafes were thrown inceffantly 
into almoft all parts of the town; and feveral houfes 
burnt. Befide the cannon and mortars which played on 
the garrifon at a lefs diftance than a hundred yards, rifles 
were fired by the Heffian chaffeurs with fuch effedt, that 
very few efcaped who fhowed themfelves above the lines. May 
The Britifh advanced within twenty-five yards of the ** 
fame, having croffed the wet ditch by fap; and com- 
menced their preparations for making a general affault 
by fea and land, The principal inhabitants of the town, 
and a number of the country militia, now addrefled 
gen, Lincoln; fignified to him, that the terms which 
Sir H, Clinton had offered, fo far as they related to 
them, were fatisfactory ; and requefted his acceptance 
of them: the lieut, governor and council alfo defired, 
that the negotiations might be renewed. The moment 
for it was come, The town militia had thrown down 
their arms, The citizens in general were difcontented 
and clamorous, Many of the American cannon were 
difmounted, and others filenced for want of fhot, All 
expectation of fuccour was at an end. ‘No hope re- 
mained; but what little arofe from the bare poffibility, 
that the flower of the Britith army on the continent, 
gooo ttrong, flufhed by their fuccefsful operations, and 
feconded by a naval force, might be repulfed while at- 
tempting a ftorm, by a garrifon, worn down with hard 
fervice, and under 3000 men, Gen. Lincoln wrote to 
Sir H. Clinton, and offered to accept the terms before 
propofed to him. The Britifh commanders, averfe to 
the extremities of a ftorm, confented, .The articles of 
3 Figs. capitu- 


\ 
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My capitulation were fioned the next day by B. Lincoln, Sle 
. Clinton, and M. Arbuthnot. It was ftipulated, that 
the continental troops and failofs fhould remain prifon- 
ers of war until exchanged; and be fupplied with’ good 
and wholefome provifions, in fuch quantity as is ferved. 
out to the Britifh troops. The militia were to return 
home as prifoners on parole ; which, as long as they ob- 
ferved, was to fecure them from being molefted in their | 
property by the Britith troops. The officers of the Hl 
army and navy were to keep their fwords, piftols and || 
baggage, which was not to be fearched, and were to | 
retain their fervants: but their horfés were not to-go out afl| 
‘of town, but might be difpofed of by a perfon left for | 
the purpofe. The garrifon, at an hour appointed, was | ; 
to march out of the town to the ground between the 
works of the place and the ‘canal, where they were to” 
depofit their arms. The drums were not to beat a Bri- 3 
tifh march, nor. the colours to be uncafed. All civil 
officers and citizens, who had borne arms during the 

fege, were to be prifoners on parole, and with refpect 
to their property in the city, were to have the fame 
terms as the militia; and all other perfons in the town, | 
not defcribed in any article, were notwithftanding to be — 
prifoners on parole. It was left to future difcuffion 
whether or no, a twelvemonth’s time fhould be. allowed — 
to all fuch as do not choofe to continue under the Britifh 
government, to difpofe of thew effects, real and pera 
fonal, in the ftate, without any moleftation whatever, or 
to remove fuch part thereof as they choofe, as welia 
themfelves and families ; and whether, during that Hei 
they or any of them fhould have it in thee option to 
refide occafionally in town or x Juntry.. Tue French — 


‘ 1 


AMERICAN “REVOLUTION, 


35 


conful, the fubjects of F rance and Spain, with their #789 


houfes, papers, and other moveable property, were to 
be protected and untouched; but they were to confider 
themfelves as prifoners on parole. 

The return of the prifoners tranfmitted to Great Bri- 
tain is fwelled to upward of 5000, by comprehending 
every adult freeman of the town, between 2 and 3000 
failors taken from the fhipping and put into the batte- 
ries, and thofe militia of both Carolinas that were in 
-garrifon. But the proper garrifon did not amount to 
quite 2500 at the time of furrender. The real number 
of privates in the continental army was 1977, of whom 
500 were in the hofpitals. The captive officers were 
greatly out of proportion to them; and confifted of 1 
major general, 6 brigadiers, g colonels, 14 lieut. colo- 
nels, 15 majors, 84 captains and capt. lieutenants, 84 
lieutenants, 32 fecond lieutenants and enfigns. ‘The 
commanders of the militia from the country were moftly 
of the firft rank, and in honor repaired to the defence 
of the town, though they could not bring with them 
privates equal to their refpeCtive commands. ‘The con- 
_tinental regiments were completely officered, while the 
adequate number of privates was greatly deficient. The 
fupernumerary regular officers were retained in the gar- 
rifon, from an apprehenfion that their being ordered out 
would have difpirited the army, and from an expecta- 
tion in the early parts of the fiege, that their fervices 
would be wanted to command the large reinfercemnnts 
of militia that had been promifed. During the 30 days 
fiege, only 20 American foldiers deferted. The militia. 
and {ailors ftationed in the batteries fuffered little. Of 
| the continentals who manned the lines, 8 9 were killed and 
Aa 4 138 


1780. 138 wounded ; and of the Charleftown militia artillery 
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ftationed there, 3 were killed and 8 wounded. About 
20 inhabitants were killed in their houfes by random 
fhot. Upward of 30 houfes were burnt, and others 
greatly damaged. The total Jofs of the royal forces i is 
ftated at 76 killed and 189 wounded. A prodigious 
artillery was taken, confiderably more than 400 pieces, 
including every fort, and thofe in the forts and fhips *. | 
The capital having furrendered, the next object with = | 
the Britifh was to fecure the general fubmiffion of the 
inhabitants. To this end they pofted g garrifons i in difs 
ferent parts of the country, and marched a large body 
of troops over the Santee toward that extremity of the 
{tate, which borders on the mott populous fetelements q 
of North Carolina. This caufed an immediate retreat 


of fome American parties who had advanced into the | 
upper parts of South Carolina, with the expeétation of — 


{ 


relieving Charleftown, Among the corps which had _ | 
come forward with that view, there was one confifting + 
of about 300 continentals, the rear of the Virginia line, 
commanded by col. Buford. Tarleton, with about 700 — 
horfe and foot, was@fent in queft of this party. Having q 
mounted his infantry, he marched 105 miles in 54 hours, 
came up with them at the Waxhaws, and demanded — 
their furrender on terms fimilar to thofe granted to the | 
continentals at Charleftown. While the flags were pat 
fing and tepaffing on this’ bufinefs, bina ieuith kept his — 


men in motion, and when the truce was ended, had i 
4 


i Gath Lincoln’s letters and papers, and other MSS. befide De | 
Ramfay’s 8 ‘Hittory and different publications, have been confulted in | 
drawing up fhe above account of the operations pelea Charlefe , 
towns fo 


nearly 
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nearly furrounded his adverfaries. An aétion: inftantly 1780. 
| enfued. The continental party, having partaken of the ih 
general confternation occafioned by the Britifh fuccefles, 
made but a feeble refiftance, and foon begged quarter. 
A few however continued. to fire. ‘The Britifh cavalry 
| advanced, but were not oppofed by the main body of 
the continentals, who conceived themfelves precluded 
by their fubmiffion. The accidental firing of the few, 
was an argument however for directing the Britifh legion 
£0 charge thofe who had laid down their arms. In con- 


fequence of this order, the unrefifting Americans, pray- 

| ing for quarters, where chopped in pieces. By Tarle- 

| ton’s official account of this bloody fcene, 113 were 

killed, 150 badly wounded, unable to travel, and left. 

on parole ; and 53 made prifoners: while they made 

fuch ineffectual oppofition as only to kill feven and wound 

| twelve of the Britith. ‘Lord Cornwallis beftowed on 

| Tarleton the higheft encomiums for this enterprife, and 
recommended him in a fpecial manner to royal favor. 

| Tarleton’s quarters is become proverbial ; and in fubfe- 

quent battles a {pirit of revenge will give a keener edge 

} * military refentments. : 

| Scarce had adm. Arbuthnot’s fleet, with the troops 

under Sir H. Clinton, taken its departure from Sandy 

Hook for the reduction of Charleftown, ere an intenfe - 

froft, with great falls of fhow, fhut up the navigation of 

the New York port from the fea. The increafing feve- 

rity of the weather, toward the middle of January, en- 

tirely cut off all communication with the city by water, 

and foon after “deprived the ifland of New York, and 

the adjoining; iflands, of all the defenfive benefits of their 

 infular fituation. The North River, with the ftreights 
aid and 
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1780, and channels, by which they are divided and furrounded, 
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were every where clothed with ice of fuch a ftreneth } 
and thicknefs, as would have admitted the paffage of | 
armies, with their heavieft carriages and artillery. In | 
this fituation the royal generals and officers at New York’ | 
took the moft prudent and {peedy meafures for the com- | 
mon defence. All orders of men in the city were im- | 
bodied, armed and officered, fo that the whole force, — : 
including feamen, amounted to near 6000... Gen. Wath- | 
ington however was in no condition to profit by the un- | 
looked: for event of a harder winter. than was known | 
even in that climate within the memory of man. He 
had weakened his army by detachments tothe fouthwards | 
for the relief of Charleftown. An ineffectual attempt | 
was made indeed by lord Stirling, with the troops under — ) 
his command, upon Staten Ifland on the rgth of Ja- | 
nuary; but as the royalifts retreated to their {trong holds, 
and the ice afforded a bridge for reinforcements from © ' 
New York, his lordfhip retreated at night. 

The diftreffed fituation of the American commander 
in chief, may be conjectured from the following account. 
A more general and alarming diffatisfaction appeared in 
his army, than ever before in any ftage of the war. 
About the commencement of April it wore, in particu- 
lar inftances, features of a very dangerous complexion ; 
produced partly by a diverfity in the terms of the men’s. 
inliftment, partly by the inequality of the rewards civen 
for entering into the fervice, but. moftly by the cifpa 
rity in the provifion made by the feveral ftates for their 
refpective troops. The uneafinefs continued incheafinall ag 
from the army’s receiving for a confiderable time no more 
than a half, a quarter, or an eighth of their allowance. - 

They 
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They bore long with the greateft patience their diftrefs, 1780. 
| and every thing was due to the officers for encourag- 
_ing them to it, both’by exhortation and example. But 
on the 25th of May at night, two regiments mutinied ; 

: however, after feveral expoftulations and exertions by 
the officers, they returned to their huts. A fortnight 
before, gen. Greene wrote to his excellency——* I have May 
little profpect either of providing for the march of the 1! 
Maryland troops to the fouthward, or of. putting. this 
army in motion. Many ftores contracted for on ad- 
-vantageous terms, and which I had hopes of poffeffing, 
have fince been fold at private fale for want of money 

to fulfil our contraéts. Many engaged in the manufac- 
‘tory of a variety of articles, feeing but little profpect 

of our being able to fulfil the conditions on our part, 
Vhave declined going on. A great number of waggons 

on which we depended for this army have been fold, 
and others left unfinifhed. Ali our public horfes, which 
have been out to winter and recruit, have been nigh 
unto ftarving, and many have actually perifhed for want 

of proper Bec. of forage. The ftores that we have 
provided at Bofton, Pennfylvania and elfewhere, we find 
ourfelves unable to get forward. Numberlefs embar- 
taffinents, lie before me, fuch as ftate laws, vulgar pre- 
judices, want of money and fupport, as well as heavy 
demands again{t the department.’ The diftreffes of his 
Repartment were the fubjects of another letter ten days 
jatter, in which he faid—*< Private emolument has been 

ut.a fecondary objeét with far the greateft part of the 

taff officers. “The numbers who have been benefitted 

by their appointments are very fmall, while hundreds 
have fuffered both in character and fortune from. their 
employ- 
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1780. employments, and are now loaded with heavy debts, } 
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without the remoteft profpect of being able to pay thems) 
and have every obftacle thrown in the way of fetiling| 
their accounts, to prevent their demands being fixed.” 
Weill might another general addrefs the commander i In|) 

chief on the laft of May, with—« Dear Sir, I am very,| 
fenfible of the embarrafiments and perplexities you men- 


F | 


tion in your private letter. They would I am certain 
have depreffed, and perhaps fubdued almoft any mind. 
but yours ; and I have often thought and frequently faid, 
that the difficulty of your fituation and command gave | 
you more intrinfic merit, than the victories others have , 
obtained. This I doubt not hiftory will hereafter ae 
to the world, when your enemies are forgotten.” 

General Washington however had fome cosstatioll 
from the arrival of the marquis de la Fayette at head , 
quarters about: the 12th of May. During his voyage ! 
from Bofton to France he had a narrow efcape, a dan- | 
gerous confpiracy of the Britifh failors, who compofed | 
a great proportion of the Alliance’s crew, having nearly , 
fuceeeded. On his fafe arrival, without authority to fo- | 
licit affiftance in troops, he through zeal for the Amés | 
rican United States devoted himfelf to obtain it. i 
boldly applied for fuch aid, and took upon hice 
cortices on each fide of the Adlantic, He alfo f 


and pee of every kind. Mvhen he had fo far pre 4 
vailed with the French court, that he could announce: . 
in America, that he fhould be followed by a fleet and | 
corps of French troops, he commenced his return to this 
continent. The fpecial news he brought. with him, | hel 
was only at liberty to mention to congrefs and gen. 
Walle 
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| 
| 
festington. 
the proceeded on the 13th for Philadelphia, and laid the 
|very honorable refolve concerning him, without hinting 
at the intelligence they had received. ‘The people, 
though totally ignorant of his laft fervices, exprefied 


their great joy at the marquis’s return. That propriety 
might exift in reference to the intended aid from France 
when arrived, gen. Wafhington has been appointed hieut. 
genéral of his moft chriftian majefty’s troops in Ameri- 
ca, and vice-admiral of the white flag. 
the 19th congrefs refolved, “ That bills be immediately 
drawn on Dr. Franklin for 2§,000 dollars, and on Mr. 
‘Jay for 25,000 dollars, payable at 60 days fight; and 
that the money be applied folely to the bringing of the 


| army into the field, and forwarding their fupplies in fuch 
a, se ECs as the exigency and nature of the fervice may 
require.” 
} This day has been rendered very remarkable by an 
J extraordinary phenomenon, which demands a particu- 
lar relation. An unufual darknefs came on between the 
hours of ten and eleven in the morning, and continued 
‘to increafe. Your friend, having been accuftomed to 
dark days at London, and frequently obferved from his 


-ftudy, the bright fhining fun gradually and at length 


which hung over the city, regarded it with no fpecial 
attention till called to do it by his neighbours, who were 
much alarmed. He dined by candie-light about one. 
ve 

{ After that it grew much lighter; and he walked about 
five o’clock to a tavern, a mile diftant on the road to 
Bofton, to meet ‘a felect committee of Roxbury on {pe- 

3 cial 
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{ame before congrefs; who three days after pafled a- 


totally eclipfed as it defcended behind the thick vapor 


385 
Having communicated it to the general, 17 


On Friday May 
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+780. cial bufinefs. When they had finifhed about eieht at 

night, he fet out for home, not fufpecting but that,” il 

being fully acquainted with every foot of the road, he | 

thould eafily return notwithftanding its being extremely” | 

dark. ‘There were houfés all the way, though at aj) 

confiderable diftance from each other. He marked thei} 

candle-light of one, and with that in his eye went for- | 

ward till he got up to it; but remarked that the appear- 

ance of the place was fo different from what was ufual, 

that he could not have believed it to be what it was, had ' 

it not been from his certain knowledge of its fituation. 

Fle caught the light of a fecond houfe which he alfo | 

reached ; and thus on. At length the light being re- 

moved rst the laft he had gained a fight of, ere he 

was up with it, he found himfelf in fuch profound dark. 

nefs as to be incapable of proceeding, and therefore re- _ 

) | turned to the houfe he had pafled and procured a lan- 
ie | tern. Several of the company having further to go were 
: on horfeback. The horfes could not fee to dire& them- 
felves; and by the manner in which they took up and- 

ae | put down their feet on the plain ground, appeared to 
; be involved in total darknefs, and to be afraid left the@ 

next {tep fhould plunge them into an abyfs. The gen- 

| tlemen foon ftopt at another tavern, and waited for the’ ‘ 

q benefit of the moon: but after a while finding that the’ | 

air received no acceffion of light from it, when they a 4 

were certain it was rifen, they had recourfe to candles to’ 

affift them in getting home. In fome inftances horfes i 
ae felt the forcible operation of the darknefs {% ftrongly, a 
that they could not be compelled by their mafters to- 

quit the ftable at night when wanted for particular fer 

vice. The fhifting of the wind put an end to 16 and’ 


at 
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at midnight it was fucceeded by a bright moon and {tar 
light. The degree to which it arofe was different: in 
A ee rent places. In moft parts of the country it was 
fo great in the day-time, that the people could not tell 
the hour by either watch or clock, nor dine, nor manage 
their domeftic bufinefs without the light of candles. The 
birds having fung their evening fongs difappeared, and 
were filent: pigeons and fowls retired to rooft: the cocks 
crew as at day-break ; objects could not be diftinguith- 
ed but at a very little diftance; and every thing bore 


this darknefs was extraordinary. It was obferved as far 
eaft as Falmouth. ‘To the weftward it reached to the 
furtheft parts of Conneticut, and to Albany. To the 
fouthward, it was obferved all along the fea coafts ; and 
to the north as far as the American fettlements extend. 
|We are told that a veflel at fea found herfelf enclofed 
for a while in a cloud of this darknefs, and as the {ail- 
ed, pafied inftantly from the verge of it into a clear 
light. 

This phenomenon appears to ate been owing to the 
clouds being highly charged with fmoke, which they 
had been collecting for days, from the fires in the back 
country. It is the American cuftom to make large 
fires in the woods, for the purpofe of clearing the lands 
in the new fettlements. This was practifed in the fpring 


of the prefent year, in a much greater degree than ufual,. 
through the interruption that had been given to that 
bufinefs for a few years by the war. In the county of 
York, in the weftern parts of New Hampfhire and 

affachufetts, and in Vermont, ‘uncommonly large fires 
pe been kept up to the extent of many fcore miles, 


4 all 


the appearance and gloom of night. The extent of 


= 
—— - 
weet « 


PR a 


1780. all round the frontiers, 


woods for feveral days before they could be extinguifh- 
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Thus the people in the new [/ 
towns had been employed for two or three weeks: be- |) 
fide, fome large and extenfive fires had raged in the H 


ed. The weather being clear, the air weighty, and the 
winds fmall and variable for feveral days; the fmoke | 
inftead of difperfing, rofe and conftantly collected in | 
the air, till the atmofphere was loaded with fuch an un- 
common quantity of it, as proved in combination with: | 
other vapors the parent of the preceding darkne& *. 
Let us proceed to our military narrative. 7 
Eleven days previous to Sir Henry Clinton’s arrival’ 
at New York from Charleftown, the gens. Knyphaufen, 
Robertfon, Tryon and Sterling, paffed over by night, 
with sooo men, from Staten Ifland to Elizabeth-town. 
Point. Col. Dayton, who commanded -fome militia, 
hearing that they were coming in force, went and recon- 
noitred, and placed a guard of twelve men in advance, 
whom he ordered to oppofe the enemy as long as they 
could, and then retire. Sterling being the youngeft ee- 
neral, commanded the advanced corps, and was fired 
upon and wounded in the knee by the twelve, fhortly | 
after the debarkation: this however oceafioned no long,” 
delay. The royal troops entered Elizabeth-towa very 
early in the morning; where they obferved ftri@ difci- 
pline and great decorum. ‘They then advanced to Con- 5 
necticut Farms about five miles diftant. In this neigh= 
bourhood lived the Rev. Mr. James Caldwell, the prelatl | 
byterian minifter of Elizabeth-town. The. aétive part | 
he had taken in fupport of the American caufe, and his” 


4 i 
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vol. i, p. 234. Bofton printed, 1785. fiaek : 
uccefs- 


| to refide in his own town. 
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oppofe the Britifh forces, rendered him an object of 
their keeneft refentment, and made it infecure for him 
Upon the news of the ene- 
-my’s advancing, he withdrew from his prefent habita- 
tion; and fuppofing that it might be done with fafety, 
left his wife and children behind, Mrs. Caldwell how- 
ever was afterward fearful of ftaying, left there fhould 
be firing in the ftreet, till col. Dayton advifed her to 
continue; as he fhould not fuffer it in his troops, which 
would prevent the danger of it from the enemy. He 
accordingly marched the militia from the Farms, on to 
a pafs leading to Springfield, of which he poffefled him- 
felf. Soon after, the royal forces arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Farms, when a foldier came to the 
houfe, and putting his gun to the window of the room 
where Mrs. Caldwell was fitting (with her children, 
and a maid with an infant in her arms along fide of her) 
fired and fhot her inftantly dead. The body, at the 
earneft reque{t of an officer of the new levies, was with 


\fome difficulty fuffered to be carried to a fmall houfe at 
Ja diftance, before Mr. Caldwell’s dwelling was fet on 


fire and confumed, together with every thing belonging 
to him. The enemy burnt about a dozen other houfes, 
and the prefbyterian meeting, and then marched toward 


WSpringfield. Col. Dayton, with the militia that joined 


the few taken with him, fought them for a while at the 
pafs he had occupied. On their approaching the bridge 
near the town, they found a finall body of continental 
troops under gen. Maxwell, and a number of militia 
haftily collected within a few hours, pofted at the place : 
they therefore halted, and continued on the fame ground 
Vou. III. Bb till 
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fuccefsful influence in fpiriting up the Jerfey people to 178% 


1780. til night, when the defign of attacking Springfield was |, 
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given up, and they returned to Elizabeth-town in a de- 
oie of confufion. 

No fooner had intelligence of their excurfion reached) 
Morris-town, than a detachment of the American army |: 
was ordered to Springfield: this however, when joined | 
to the force already there, would have been no wife equal | 
to the royal army. The whole number of continentals 
did not exceed two thoufand five hundred men. It was | 
thought by the Americans, that the enemy’s intentions, | 
when they came out, were to drive gen. Wafhington 
from Morris-town, and to fpread defolation through that 
part of the country. Gen. Greene, confidering the 1 
ftreneth of the enemy and the weaknefs of the contl= i 
nental army, was defirous that the commander in chief | 
would change his pofition, under the plea of. marching , 
to guard the heights of the North River, on the affumed 
fuppofition, that the real defign of the enemy was againtt 
them, and that Knyphaufen’ s attack was only meant as” 
a feint: but the fudden return of the latter to Eliza- | 
beth- town, rendered the meafure for the Beam unnes 


any $4 ie to eit: account of the commanding of i: 
ficers. Thefe events excited fuch an enthufiaftic rage, 


ppd: : U5 Ye a 
that the militia turned out with remarkable fpirit, and 


did themfelves great honor. The commander in ¢ of 
in his’ fubfequennt general orders, highly commended the 
behaviour of the militia and all the corps concerned in | 
oppofing: Rayphavien, and faid—** Col. Dayton merits | 
particular thanks.” The enemy had been told; before 
Ebay. entered on the trial, that’ thould they march 5000, 
| men 
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men into Jerfey, the inhabitants, difpirited to the utmoft 17% 

On account of the misfortune at the fouthward, would 

fubmit without refiftance, and that the foldiery of the 
continental army would defert to them on every occa-. 

jfion. This army, without fuffering by defertions, would ty 
‘not have been able to have kept the field, but for the a 
affiftance of the Jerfey militia. Its weaknefs was occa- | 
fioned by the numbers who had left it when their inlift- 
ment was out; by its not having been joined by a fingle 
draught, nor received two hundred recruits from all the 

{tates eaft of Maryland; and by the troops’ that had 
been fent on for the protection of the Carolinas. It ree. 
ceived no other reinforcements but militia, till after the 

deftrution of Springfield. 

The royal forces remained at Elizabeth-town. Sir 

H. Clinton on his arrival at New York, determined to 

improve on the original defign, and to afford them an 

opportunity of acting with effect. For this purpofe 

frroops were embarked, and fuch preparations made, as 

} dicated an immediate expedition up the North River. 

| Upon this, gen. Wafhington, to be ready in cafe of any 
. 


real defign againft Weft Point, or other ftrong holds in 
‘te Highlands, marched with the greateft part of the 
army toward Pompton on the a1ft, leaving about 700 
Men with the horfe under the command of gen. Greene. 
His march was fo flow (as he meant not to increafe his 
liftance from Greene beyond what was neceffary) that he 
was only about eleven miles from Motris-town the next 
lay. In thé afternoon Greene fent off an exprefs to 
1im with this note—* "June 22d, Springfield 5 o'clock. 
Mr, this moment returned from Elizabeth-town, 
‘ays, that the ‘Britith army willbe in motion this even- 
iy ) Bib 2 ing. 
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; 5780. j ing. mine gentleman i is to meet the Britith at the Weft 
F arms this evening a little back of Newark. He left 
the enemy at 3 0’clock this afternoon, and appears to 
17 be in great trepidation.” It was in a few hours follow- 
ed by a fecond—* 10 o'clock. I have been impati- 
ently waiting in confequence of the intelligence from 
'M. P——l. He fays he is employed by your excel- | 
lency. May not the enemy be apprized of his being a | 
double fpy, and endeavour to play him off accordingly?” 
The third put gen. Wafhington out of all further fuf- 
June penfe—“ 23d, 6 o’clock. ‘The enemy are out on their | 
73+ onarch toward this place in full force, having received! 
a confiderable reinforcement tot night.” When it got’ 
to hand, his excellency ordered a part of his troops to! 
return and fupport Greene ; but the action was over, and’ 
| _ the enemy retreated, before it could reach him. | 
The royal army advanced from Elizabeth-town about’ 
“g in the morning. Their march was rapid and com-! 
pact, and in two columns, one on the main road lead-' 
"ing to Springfield, the other on the Vauxhall-road. The’ 
a ‘ American troops were neceffarily fo extended, that gen. ' 
i “Greene had fearce time to collect them at Springfield, ' 
ie ‘and make the neceffary difpofitions, ere the enemy’ 
| _ appeared before the town, when a cannonade commenced 
on each fide. They continued manceuvring in Greene’s 
~ front for upward of two hours. He difpofed of the! 
® _ troops. in the beft manner he could, to guard his flanks,’ 
EB _ fecure ‘ay \retreat,, and -oppofe the advance. of their! 
tT . __-columns. “Col. Angell, with his regiment, and feyeral| 
"final detachments, and one piece of artillery, was  potta 
‘to fecure the bridge i in front of the town.: Col. Shrlevels 
regiment was drawn uP at the fecond bridge, to cover 


J i 7 ) the 


| 


the retreat of thofe pofted at the firft. 


grou nds. 
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Major Lee, 
with his dragoons and the picquets, were pofted at Little- 


bridge on the Vauxhall-road, and col. Ogden was de- 
tached to fupport them. 


‘The remainder of gens. Max- 
well’s and Stark’s brigades were drawn up on high 
While the 


The militia were on the flanks. 


enemy were making appearances of operation on their 
left, their right column adyanced on major Lee. 


The 
bridge was difputed with great obftinacy; but the ene- 
my by fording the river, and gaining the point of a 


hill, obliged the major, with his party, to give up the 
pats. At this inftant, their left column began the attack 
on col. Angell: the action was fevere, and lafted about 
| forty minutes, when fuperior numbers overcame obfti- 


nate bravery, and forced the Americans to retire over 


the fecond bridge, where the enemy were warmly re+ 
ceived by col. Shrieve’s regiment; but as they advanced 


in great force, with a large train of artillery, he had or- 
ders to join the brigade. Greene would have made a 
detachment in time for the fypport of Angell, but was 


in expectation that the royalifts would ford the river, 


the dangerous confequence of which was to be guarded 
againft, The adyantages they had now gained, made 
it advifable for gen. Greene to take poft with his troops 
upon a range of hills, where the roads are brought fo 


‘near to a point, that fuccour can readily be given from 
Being thus commadioufly pofted, - 
the general haped that they would have attempted ta 
gain the heights; but they declined it, and began firing 


one ta the other, 


the town, Near fifty dwelling houfes were burnt, and 


the whole village, excepting four houfes, was reduced 
to afhes. This conflagration clofed the enterprife, The 
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+7£0.{trength of Greene’s fituation, the difficulties of the ap- 
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proach, an ignorance of his real force, and the bold de--| 
fence made at the bridge, might feverally concur, in 
preventing alb further attempt to penctrate through the | 
intervening hills and defiles, that they might gain. pof- 
feffion of Morris-towny and deftroy the American’ ftores, 
magazines and defences there and in the neighbourhood, 
which appears to have been their firtt object. They 
made a iecond retreat from Springfield; being purfued | 
with great ipirit and redoubled animofity by the militia | 
(who were highly enraged at the conflagration that they } 
had juft beheld) till they entered Elizabeth-town, which | 
was about fun-fet. They pafled on to Elizabeth-town ) 
Point, where they continued ‘until twelve.at night, and | 
then began to crofs to Staten Ifland ; by fix the next | 
morning: they had totally evacuated the -point, and re- | 
moved their bridge. ‘They fuffered confiderably on the | 
23d, but'Greene’s lofs was trifling, not more than twenty | 
killedy:and about fixty wounded. The American com-— 

mander in chief, in general orders of the 26th, returned q 
hiswwarmetft thanks to gen. Greene and all the officers, — 
for the: good conduct and gallantry they had difplayed ; 
and took-particular noticé eb onl Angell and his regi- i 
ment. it 2A wees 3 SES P j , ie 
« When conerefs had» received information from the | 
rnarquis de la Fayette, of the preparation his moft chrif! _ 

tian majefty was making ‘to aid the United States with i 

a. powerful naval ‘and ‘military’ force ; they appari ee 2a 

committee to write tothe different governments, re= | 
quiring them to fill up :the'continental army and to for- 
ward fupplies, - in order to 'a‘readinefs for co-operating 
ssi the expected clad ~ The commander: in chief 
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évery motive, to furnith fpeedily their refpective quotas. 


| The difgrace of appearing: contemptible in the eyes of 


their gréat ally, and the mifchief which muft be the con+ 
| fequence, were ftrongly urged. “T he» peaple were paf- 
fionately called uyon, not to fuffer the curfe of another 
I bz : a " 
campaign to reft upon America. | They were'told that 
_ the eyes of all Europe were upon them); and that their 
future independence, fortune and happinefs depended 
- upon their prefent exertion. Notwithftanding thefe joint 
efforts, gen. Washington had to complain—* It is with 
‘infinite chagrin and mortification, I find that at this 
- firft application to the ftates for the fuccour neceflary for 
the intended co-operation, hot more than thirty levies 
have to my knowledge joined any part of the army: 


mor have I any information what has been effected in 
this refpect by any one of the ftates. Some of them 
have not even informed me what they intend to do.” 


i 
i 


tary fubfcription was likewife begun about the beginning 
of the fame month in Philadelphia, for the raifing of a 
fund of hard money, to be given .as bounties to fill up 


the full quota of the Pennfylvania line. The general 


‘afflembly of that ftate had on the ift of June provided 
for thofe exigencies in war, that might require fudden 
and extraordinary exertions, by refolving unanimoufly, 


that during the recefs of the houfe, fhould it be necef- 


fary, the prefident (Jofeph Reed efg; whofe name has 


often occurred) or vice-prefident in council, be empow- 
Bb 4 ered 
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and other populariofficers, joined in ftimulating them by 1780, 


day, the fourth of July, more than fix weeks fince the Jely 
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*78e-ered to declare martial law for the public fecurity, and i} 
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the fafety of the ‘citizens of that commonwealth: A 
bank was alfo eftablithed for fupplying the army with 
provifions ; and a number of gentlemen engaged to fup- 
port it with 189,0001. -fterling, payable in gold and 
filver, according to the fum againft which each fub- 
fcribed his name on the 17th, But the American daugh- | 
ters of liberty in Philadelphia, were defirous -of fharing | 
with the gentlemen in the fplendors of patriotifm. “They 
had long afpired to the honor of giving the continental. 
army fome public mark of the efeem they entertained 
of their virtue: they therefore. concluded upon forming 
an aflociation. ‘To this end s The Jentiments of aa dime-~ 
rican Woman” were publifhed in the Gazette of the 12th, 

and the day following feveral ladies aflembled... It was 

propofed to divide the city into. ten diftridss,: early equal 

in extent, and to invite three or fourladies:in each to exe 

to every houle in their ward, and to prefent to each wo- 
man and girl, without any diftinction, a fubicription pa- 
per meant to procure donations.. Forty ladies were in- 
vited, who undertook the tafk affigned them with plea- 
fure, confidering it as a great honor. ‘The day follow- 


‘ing the invitation, they fet out on foot, obferving to keep _ 


exactly to their own ward. As the-caufe of their vifit — 
was known, they were received with-all the refpect due. 
to their commiffion: in the mean time the offering in- — 
tended for the foldiers was prefented to them. They — , 
did not omit a fingle houfe: the colleétion they made 3 
was confiderable ; but has been much increafed by do- | 


nations from ladies in the country. It is expected that 
their example will be more or lefs followed in’ other | 


itates. pain wh, edi visneiniabetos 
For 
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For the Konoriof the Pennfylvania ftate, you muft. be 1780. 


furnifhed with the preamble and parts of an act pafled 
the 1ft of laft:March, in the following ‘words—“ When 
we contemplate our abhorrence of the. condition, . to 
which the arms and tyranny of Great Britain were exerted 
to reduce us—-when we look back on the variety of 
dangers to which we have been expoled, and how miura- 
culoufly our wants, in many inftances, have been fup- 
plied, and‘ our deliverances wrought, when even hope 
and human fortitude have become unequal .to the con- 
fli@te-_-we are unavoidably led to a ferious and grateful 
fenfe of the manifold bleffings which we have unde- 
fervedly received from the hand of that Being, from 
whom every good and perfeét gift cometh. Impreffed 
with thefe ideas, we conceive that ic is our duty, and we 
rejoice that it is in our power, to extend a portion of 
that freedom to others, which hath been extended to 
us; and a releafe from that ftate of thraldom, to which 
| we ourfelves were tyrannically doomed; and from which 
we have now every profpect of being delivered. tris 
not for us to enquire why, in the creation of mankind, 
the inhabitants of the feveral. parts of the earth were 
| _ diftinguifhed by a difference in feature or complexion. 
It is fufficient to know, that all are the work of an Al- 
mighty hand. We find in the diftribution of the human 
fpecies, that the mof fertile as well as the moft barren 
parts of the earth, are inhabited by men of complexions 
_ different from ours, and from each other; from whence 
we may reafonably as -well as religioufly, infer, that -he 
who placed them in their various fituations, hath ex- 
tended equally his care and protection to all, and that it 
-becometh not us to counteract his mercies. We efteem 
it 
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1780, it a peculiar bleffing granted to us, that we are enabled 
in this day to add.one more ftep to univerfal civilization, | 
by removing, as much as poffible, the forrows of thofe © 
who have iii in undeferved bondage, and from, -which,. 
by the affurned authority of the kings of Great Britain, 
no effectual, legal relief could be obtained. _Weaned 
by along courfe of experience fromythofe narrow pre- | 
judices and partialities we had. imbibed, we» find: our 
hearts enlarged with kindnefs and benevolence toward 
men of all conditions: ‘and: nations; and we concéive 
ourlelves, at this particular period, extraordinarily called | 
upon, by the bleffings which we have received, to-ma: 4 | 
nifeft the fincerity of our profeffion, and to givelafubs 
ftantial proof of our gratitude.” » i edwin 

“© And whereas the condition of thofe. dacliaide sited | 
have heretofore been denominated negto. and mulatto — 
flaves, has been attended with circumftances which not 
only deprived them of the common bleffings that they 
were by nature entitled. to, but has, caft them into. the _ i 
deepeft afflictions, by an unnatural feparation and fale of q 
hufband and wife from each other, and from their chil- \ 
dren,—an injury, the greatnefs. of which can only be ‘ 
conceived by fuppofing that we were in the fame un- 
happy cafe :——In juftice, therefore, to perfons fo unhap- : 
pily circumftanced, and who, having no profpeét before 
them whereon they may. reft. rindieRiclommantes and hopes, — 
have no reafonable inducement to render their fervice ~ 
to fociety, which otherwife they might; and alfo in a 
grateful commemoration of our own happy deliverance — 
from that ftate of unconditional fubmiffion, to which we a 
were doomed by the tyranny of Britain—Be it enacted, v 

_ that no child born hereafter fhall be a flave—that negro 4 
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flaves but thofe regiftered—that flaves carried away, &c. 


| 64, two frigates of 40, a cutter of 20, an hofpital fhip, 


i 


| 


| Newport illuminated the town upon the occafion. Gen. 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 379 


and mulatto children fhall be fervants only till twenty- 178. 
eight years of age—that all flaves fhall be regiftered be- 
fore the 1ft of November next—that negroes, &c. fhall 
be tried like other inhabitants—that none fhall be deemed 


from this ftate, may be brought back and regiftered— 
and that no negroes or mulattoes, other than infants, 
fhall be bound for longer than feven years.” a 
‘The expected fuccour from France arrived at length July 
in the evening of Monday, July the roth, at Rhode 19. 
Hand... The ’chevalier de Ternay commands the fleet, 
confifting of two fhips of 80 guns, one of 74, four of 


pierced for 64, a bomb fhip and 32 tranfports. The - 
land forces confit of four old regiments, befide the legion 
de Lauzun, anda battalion of artillery *, amounting to 
about 6000 men, under the command of lieutenant 
general count de Rochambeau. ‘The inhabitants of 


Heath was prefent to receive the troops upon their 
Janding, and to ‘put them into poffeffion of the forts and 
batteries upon the ifland. On the 24th, a committee 24, 
from the general affembly of the ftate then fitting in the 
town; waited on the count with a complimentary ad- 
drefs. Rochambeau declared in his anfwer, that he only 
pbrought over the van guard of a much greater force 
“ deftined for their aid; ‘and that he was ordered by the 
kine to affure them, that his whole power fhould be 
exerted for their fupport. “ The French troops,” he 
|.® The lift is given from the Providence paper of July, publithed the 
week. after their arrival at Newport ; and differs from the Englifh pub- 


lications, which mention in the lift one 84 and two 74 8 gun fhips, five 
frigates and two armed fhips, 
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t780. faid, “ are under the ftriGett/ difcipline ; and, acting 
under the orders of gen, W afhineton, will live with the | 
Americans as their brethren. I am highly fenfible of | 

the marks of refpect fhown me by the general affembly, | 
and beg leave to affure them, that as brethren, not only | 

my life, but the lives of the troops under my command, | 

are entirely devoted to their fervice.” The French ad- || 
mural was complimented in like manner. Four days | 
before, the American commander in chief {tronely re- 
commended to the officers of the continental army, in 
general orders, the wearing of black and white cockades 
(the ground being of the firft colour, and the relief of 

the fecond) as a compliment to, anda fymbol of friend- — 
fhip and affection for their allies. ‘The marquis de la 
Fayette arrived at Newport from head quarters, the 
if fame day that the addreffes were prefented to the French 
| i commanders; and undoubtedly carried with him the 
|  fentiments of gen. Wafhington on the movements then 
making on the part of the Britith, Though admiral 
i Arbuthnot had only four fail of the line at New York,on — 
: the 10th, he was within a very few days fo ftrengthened by: 
the arrival of adm. Graves, with fix fhips of the line from 
Great Britain, that he had no longer any apprehenfions of ? 
an attack from the French fquadron. The Britith com- 
manders had indeed fo decided a fuperiority of force, that 
they loft no time in preparing to actoffenfively, both by fea. a 
and Jand. Sir H. Clinton embarked about 8000 me ae 
and proceeded to Huntington bay in Long Ifland, mean-_ ! { 
while the militia from Maflachufetts and Connecticut were 
ordered to Rhode Ifland: fo that the French regretted — 
his {topping fhort, and declining to pay them a vifit, as 
they were well prepared to give him a warm reception, - 
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At the fame time gen. Wafhington defigned availing 178 
himfelf of Sir Henry’s abfence, by attacking New York. 
He had received confiderable reinforcements, and fud- 
denly crofled the North River and marched toward 
Kings-bridge. Sir Henry perceiving what was intended, 
dropped his expedition to Rhode Ifland, and failed for July 
New York on the 31ft, after having lain feveral days in 31, 


- Huntington bay. Gen. Wafhington propofed to gen. 


Arnold his having a command in the defiened attack on 
New York. The propofal threw him into no fmall 
confufion ; but Wafhington had no fufpicions raifed by 

it, for though he thought him mercenary, he had not 

the leat idea of his being wanting in fidelity. Arnold 
afterward made his objections to fome of Wafhington’s 
fuite, and urged his being lame as difqualifying him for 
activity in field duty. The objections being reported to ayy, 
‘the commander in chief, Arnold was ordered to proceed 3+ 
“to Weft Point, and take the command of that poft and 


its dependencies. 


We mut now attend to an event, which could not be 
velated in chronological order without difturbing the 
preceding narrative. Gen. Wafhington being informed, 
that there was a confiderable number of cattle and 
horfes on Bergen Neck, detached gen. Wayne, on the 
goth of July, with the 1ft and 2d Pennfylvania brigade, 


- four pieces of artillery, and col. Moyland’s regiment of 
dragoons to bring them off. He contemplated alfo the 


deftruétion of a block-houfe, which gave fecurity to a 
body of refugees, who committed depredations on the 
well affected inhabitants for miles round. -Wayne hav- 
ing provided againft the enemy’s intercepting his retreat, 
and. fent down the cavalry to drive off the ftock, pro- 
$ ceeded 
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*780. ceeded to the block-houfe, which was furrounded with 
an abbatis and ftockade. He tried the effe&s of his 
field pieces; but found them too hight to penetrate the 
lozs.. The troops being galled the mean while, by a 
conttant fire from the loop holes of the houfe, and feeing |! 
no chance of making a breach with the cannon, two 
regiments rufhed through the abbatis to the foot of the 
ftockade, with a view of forcing an. entrance, which 
was impratticable. This intemperate valor occafioned | 
the lofs of 3 officers wounded, 1 $ non-commiffioned 
and privates killed, and 46 non-commiffioned and_pri- 
vates wounded. The ftock in the mean time was 
driven off, ny | | 

Let us now turn our eyes to South Carolina and its 

: neighbourhood: where the Britifh troops fpread them- 

| [ felves, and plundered by fyftem, forming a general _ 

ie ftock, and appointing commiffaries of ‘captures. Spoil 

Ve thus collected was difpofed of for the benefit of the fbyal 9 

- . army. The quantity brought to market was {o oreat, 
that though it fold uncommonly low, yet the dividend 
of a major general was upward of four thoufand Britifh 
guineas. The private plunder of individuals, on their 
feparate account, was often more than their proportion | 
of the public ftock. Over and above what was fold in 

Carolina, feveral veffels were fent abroad to market, 

loaded with rich f{poil taken from the inhabitants. Up- 

ward of two thoufand negroes .were ‘fthipped off at one 
embarkation. , . BPO: ROT ae 

When Charleftown had furrendered, ‘the next objest’ 
with the Britifh was to fecure the general fubmiffion’ef 
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383 
of troops over the Santee toward that extremity of the 178% 
ftate, which borders on the moft populous fettlements 
of North Carolina. This caufed an immediate retreat 
of fome American parties, that had advanced into the 


| upper parts of South Carolina, with the expectation of 
relieving Charleftown. The total rout or capture of all 

the fouthern continental troops in the ftate, together with | 

| the univerfal panic occafioned by the furrender of the 4 3 


capital, fufpended for about fix weeks, all military op- 
pofition to the progrefs of the Britifh army. 

. Sir H. Clinton, a week before the defeat of colonel 
Buford by Tarleton, had in a proclamation denounced Ve 
vengeance again{t, thofe of the inhabitants, who fhould ip 
continue, by force of arms, to oppofe the re-eftablifh- June 
ment of Britifh government. ‘On.the 1ft of June; -he * 
and adm. Arbuthnot, as commiffioners for reftoring 
peace to the revolred colonies, offered, by proclamation, 

to the inhabitants, with a few exceptions, pardon for paft 

| offences, and a reinftatement in the poffeffion of all the 
rights and immunities they had heretofore enjoyed under 

a free Britifh government, exempt from taxation, except 

by their own legiflature, as {oon as the fituation of the 
province would admit. Thefe offers, in the prefent 
fituation of affairs, induced the people in the country to i 
abandon all {chemes of further refiftance. The militia \ 
to the fouthward.of -Charleftown fent in a flag to the | 
| Britifh commanding officer at Beaufort, and obtained 
© terms fimilar to thofe granted to the inhabitants of the 
capital. At Camden the inhabitants met the Britith 
with a flag, and negotiated for themfelves. The people 
of Ninety Six affembled to deliberate what courfe they 
fhould take. Being informed that the Britifh were ad- 
vancing, 
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«780. vancing, they fent a flag to the commanding officer, 


from whom they jearana, that Sir H. Clinton had dele- | 


gated full powers to capt. Richard Pearis to treat with 
them. Articles were propofed and foon after ratified, 
by which they were promifed the fame fecurity for their 
perfons and property which Britifh fubjeéts enjoyed. | 
They fubmitted under a miftaken opinion, that agree- 
able to a proclamation previous to the furrender of 
Charleftown, they were to be either neutrals or prifoners ~ 
on parole. Excepting the extremities of the ftate bor- 
dering on North Carolina, the inhabitants continuing in 
the country preferred fubmiffion to refiftance. | 
Sir H. Clinton, about*the time that Charleftown fur- 
rendered, received intelligence, that-a large number of 
land forces and a French fleet; commanded by M. de 
Ternay, might foon be expeéted on the American coatt. 
This induced him to reimbark for New York early in 
June, with the greateft part of his army, which other- 
wife was to have remained, and been employed in the 
conqueft of the adjacent ftates. But before he failed, 
all the inhabitants of the province, and prifoners upon 
parole, and not in the military line (excepting thofe 


June taken by capitulation, or in confinement at the furrender — 4 


3* of Charleftown) were, by proclamation of June the 3d, 


freed from all fuch paroles from and after the 20th of a 


the month ; and in caf of their afterward neglecting t 
return to their allegiance and his mayjeity’s government 


were to be confidered as enemies and rebels to the fame, _ 
_ and to be treated accordingly. It was defigned, by this — 


arbitrary change of their relative condition, to oblige 


them, without their confent, to take an aéfive part in | 
fettling and fecuring the royal government, Prior to an: 
this 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


this proclamation, the fubmiffion of the South Carolina 178¢, 
inhabitants was accepted on eafy terms. All, with a 
obtained-either paroles as 
prifoners, or protections as Britifh fubjects: the latter 


| few exceptions, on applying, 


were required to fubfcribe a declaration of their allegi= 


‘in the hurry of -bufinefs. 


Jance to the king; this however was frequently omitted 
An unufual caim followed. 
1 But the proclamation produced aftonifhment and con- 
fufion ; efpecially as the parties referred to were required 


to enrol themfelves as militia under the royal ftandard. 
Numbers, confidering themfelves as releafed from their 


parole by the proclamation, conceived that they had a 


right to arm againtt the Britifh; and were induced fo 


mutt expect to be treated as enemies. 
ever, for convenience, exchanged their paroles for pro- 


t0 Ric from the very menace ufed againft them, that 
they who did not enrol themfelves as Britifh fubjects, 


Many more how- 


teCtions, and enrolled themfelves as militia; feveral un- 
doubtedly with an intention of breaking through the 
compulfory tie, as -foon as a her a RES oe pre- 


fented. 


When Sir H, Clinton ‘departed from Charleftown, 


lord Cornwallis was left in command with about 4000 
‘men, who were deemed fully fufficient for extending the 


Bnitifh conquefts, after the adoption of the above mea- 


res to oblige the inhabitants of the country to be active 
ecuring the royal government now eftablifhed. On 
the sth, two days before he failed, two hundred and tenof  ¢,. 


the: principal inhabitants, congratulated him and the ad- 


‘cniral upon their fucceffes. “The greater part of them, 


had been in arms againft the Britifh during the fiege, 


‘Vou. iil. 


ahd a few had been leaders in the pepular government. 
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1780. In anfwer to their addrefs, they were promifed the pri- 


: contrary to lord Cornwallis’s advice to his friends, which — 


goomen. Col. Lock advanced with this detachment 
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vileges and protection of Britifh fubjects, on fubfcribing |, 
a teft of their allegiance, and willingnefs to fupport the |; 
royal caufe. Many of their fellow citizens foon followed |, 
their example of exchanging paroles for protections. | 
Thofe who owned eftates in the country, had no fecurity |, 
by capitulation for any property out of the lines, unlefs | 
they became fubjeéts. Such as declined doing it met | 
with every difcouragement. A numerous clafs of people |, 
were reduced to the alternative of ftarving or fuing for 
protection. Traders and fhopkeepers, after having con- 
tracted large debts, by purchafing of the Britith mer- 
chants ae came with the conquering army, were pre- 
cluded by lord Cornwallis’s proclamation of July the, 
2th, from felling the goods they had purchafed, unlefs 
they aflumed the name and charaéter of Britifh fubjects, 
Thus were multitudes preffed i into a fervice, which they 
were ready to defert upon every occafion. But its tri- ; 
umphant ftate made the royalifts, in both Carolinas, } 
confident of Britifh protection, and greatly increafed , 
them by acceffions from thofe who alway fide with the , 
ftrongeft. A large body of them colleéted under the. , 
command of col. Moore in North Carolina, on the 220y 

of June. The greateft part had taken the oath of alle.» | 

giance to that ftate, and many had done militia duty. . 
in the American fervice. ‘Their premature infurre¢ction; 


ft 
was to remain ina¢tive till he had advanced into their i 
fettlements, fubjeéted them to an immediate difperfion, — ] 
Gen. Rutherford inftantly marched againft thefe infur- 
gents, but was fo fhort of Jead that he could arm only, , 


$.. | twenty 
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) body halted for a fupply of ammunition. The colonel, 


or wounded: among the former were fix of their offi- 
cers, who were fingled out by riflemen among the in- 


propofed to col. Lock a ceffation of all hoftilities for 
an hour, which being agreed to, the former ran off with 
his whole party. Scarce was this infurrection quelled, 
Jere another party of North Carolina royalifts under col, 
\Brian, marched down on the eaft fide of the Yadkin, 
and joined the Britifh army at Camden. 

_ As the Britith advanced to the upper part of Scuth 
Carolina, a confiderable number of the determined friends 
of independence retreated before them, and took refuge 
in North Carolina. In this clafs was col. Sumpter, who 
formerly commanded a continental regiment, and was 
known to poffefs a great fhare of bravery and other mi- 
litary talents. Soon after he had left his home, a Bri- 
ith detachment turned his wife and family out of doors, 
and burned his houfe and every thing in it. A party 
of South Carolina exiles, who had cenvened in North 
Carolina, made-choice of him for a leader. At the head 
Iof this little band of patriots, he foon returned to his 
own ftate, and took the field againft the victorious Bri- 
tith, at a time when the inhabitants had generally abans 
boned the idea of fupporting their own independence. 
Col Sumpter had every difficulty to encounter, His 
0 a fol- 


twenty-five miles ahead to obferve them, while the main 1780, 


| though greatly inferior in force, was reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of attacking or being attacked. He chofe the 
former ; and capt. Falls, with a party of horfe, ruthed 
into the middle of the royalifts, and threw them into 
confufion. I'wenty-two of the whig militia were killed 


furgents. ‘The captain was one of the flain. Col. Moore 


\ 
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1780. followers were in a great meafure unfurnifhed with arms | 
and ammunition, and had no magazines from which| 
they could draw a fupply. The iron tools on the neigh- 
bouring farms, were worked up fer their ufe by com-} 
mon blackfmiths into rude weapons of war. They fup-| 
plied themfelves with bullets, by melting the pewter with|, 
which they were furnifhed by private houfekeepers.} 
When the colonel at the head of thefe volunteers pene-| 

trated into his-own ftate, and re-commenced a military | 

i oppofition to the Britith, after it had been fufpended ’ 

about fix weeks; all the indignant paffions of the royal 
officers were roufed againft the inhabitants. ° Without 
taking any fhare of the blame to themfelves, for their}, 
miftaken policy in conftraining men to an involuntary; 
fubmiffion, they charged them with ftudied duplicity and 
treachery, and laid afide lenient meafures for thofe that 
were dictated by revenge. They were further irritated, 
by a fufpicion that the inhabicants connived’at, if not, 

' facilitated the efcape of deferteis who were become nu- 

- mefous. An apprehenfion of that kind wrought fo. 
July upon lord Rawdon, that he threatened” to “punifh either | 

by whipping, imprifonment, or: ‘tranfportation’ to the , 
Wert Indies there to ferve “his majefty,’ any perfon who. 
fhould meet a foldier -(traggling without a wiitter pale 
beyond the picquets, and not do ‘his utmoft to fecur 7 
him; or who thould fhelter fuch: firagehing. foldiers, , 
“ferve them as:a guide, or:furnifh-them with “any” other | 
“affiftance. ‘To encourage the: country people in putting 
-a flop to defertions, he: promitéd to give. them-ten ‘gue 
-neas for the head of any defertér bélonging ‘to the vo- 
lunteers of Ireland, and-fivé guineas only. if they-brought 
him 1 in alive anda reward," though hot fo that amousey 
a ae ee 
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any other regiment. 
Colonel Sumpter pata ral kh field, a party of 


of the Britifh troops, and a large body of tories, com- 
manded by capt.. Huck, in the upper parts of South: Cas 
rolina, The royalifts were pofted in a lane, both ends 
of which were entered at the fame time by the Ameri- 
cans. They were fpeedily routed and difperfed. Col. 
Fergufon of the Britifh militia, capt. Huck, and feve- 
ral others were killed. This was the firft advantage 
gained over the royal forces fince their landing in the 


This corps, confifting of 133 men, engaged a detachment 


beginning of the year.. At the moment the attack. was 


jmade, a number of women were on their knees. vainly 
foliciting capt. Huck in behalf of their famihes and 


property. During his command, he in a very particu- 
jar manner difplayed his enmity to the prefbyterians, 
by burning the library and dwelling-houfe of their cler- 
gyman, and all bibles containing the Scotch tranflation of 
the pfalms, which is held in the higheft veneration by the 
cenerality of the Scotch and [rith prefbyterians, and their 
defcendants, through the United States. Thefe proceed- 


Jings infpired the numerous devout people of the diftriét 
}with an unufual animation, They generally arranged the: 
felves under col, Sumpter, and oppofed the Britiih sei . 
Tthe enthufiafin of men called upon to defend, not. only. 
| their civil liberties. but their ‘holy religion. The effects 
Jof this ardor were very fenfibly felt, for.the colonel was 


foon reinforced to the number of 600 men. | 

“No fooner did gen. Gates hear of the commencement 
of Sir H. ‘Clinton’s operations to the fouthward, but he 
wrote in the beginning of March to Mr. Matthews, a 
trae Cer i South 


| 
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+780.South Carolina delegate at congrefs,—« From thé ar- } 
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rival of Sir H. Clinton and lord Cornwallis in. the Sa- jj 
vannah, and their landing the army upon the Carolina} | 
fide of the river, it can be no longer doubted, that it | 
has been refolved at St. James’s, to remove the cbaaeel | | 


of the war to the fouthern-ftates.” He then pointed out | 
as the meafures to be immediately taken—the fending all } 
the troops raifed welt of the Delaware, inftantly by the | 
water route to James river, and marching them direétly | 
crofs North Carolina to meet the enemy. Mr. Mat- | 
thews received the letter on the 13th of March juft as } 
he was going to the houfe: when there, he ftated the } 
contents of it as a matter of information and not of opi- / 
nion, with a view of attracting more effectually the at- ) 
tention of congrefs. He then took the liberty of pro- 
pofing the plan of operations for the fouthern campaign - 
agreeable to Gates’s ideas. The propofal was not duly | 
regarded ; and it was not till afterward that the refolu- | 
tion was taken to fend forward the Maryland and Dela- 
ware lines. Thefe amounted only to 1400 effective men, - 
They marched from head quarters at Morris-town on 
the 16th of April, under the command of baron de- 

Kalb, embarked at the Head of Elk in May, landed foon 
at Peterfburgh in Virginia, and from thence proceeded x 


by land toward. South Carolina. Virginia made gre 
and effectual exertions to expedite their movements : | 
in North Carolina little or no preparations were made } 
for fupporting the troops or tranfporting their baggage, 

The baron was under the neceffity of halting on Deep_ 
river the 6th of July. He received frequent affurances — 
of fupport; but found no refources except in making 
frequent detachments for collegting provifions, which 

were” 


Ly 
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were inadequate to the neceffities of the troops, who 178% 


fubfifted principally upon lean cattle collected in the 
woods. The commiffaries and quarter mafters com- 


| plained, that the want of cafh and of credit were infus 
_perable obftacles to the difcharge of their duty. 


Upon gen. Lincoln’s being made prifoner at Charlef- 


‘town, the forces of the fouthern diftrift devolved on 
Baron de Kalb. His experience and abilities were al- 


lowed to be-great; but as he was a foreigner, unac- 
quainted with the country, and unaccuftomed to the 
temper of undifciplined troops, who were to conftitute 


the major part of the army, thefe and other reafons 
wrought in favor of gen. Gates, who was confidered in 
- common as the beft qualified for the command; and 


it was unanimoufly refolved in congrefs on the 13th of 


June, “ that major gen. Gates do immediately repair to 


and take the command of the fouthern department :” 
the next day he was empowered to take fuch meafures 
for the defence of the fouthern ftates as he might think 
moft proper. He received the refolves of congrefs at 
Traveller’s Reft in Virginia, a few miles from Shep- 
herd’s-town, on the 20th, and fet out on Monday the 


26th. He foon felt for himfelf; finding that he fuc- 


ceeded to the command, of an army without ftrength, 
of a military cheft without money, of a department ap- 


| parently deficient in public fpirit, and in a climate that 


increafed defpondency, inftead of animating’ the foldier’s 


arm. He had before him the moft unpromifing prof- 
pect his eyes ever beheld. He arrived at the camp on July 
~ the asth of July; and at a review of the troops the next "25. 


day, was in every refpeét received by the Baron with 
marks of the greateft diftinction. In return he treated 
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. suet the enemy” 's advanced pafts, and’ in expectation 4 
of tharimg with the militia the fupplies they received 


quit North Carolina without mentioning, that Mr. yur d 
rice Pendieton {tated to lord Cornwalli is, in-a letter dated” » 
f I 
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ftanding orders, and requefted that .he would keep the 
command of his divifion as formerly in the. grand army. 
The Baron’s divifion confifted of all the Maryland and | 
Delaware troops: thefe- with a fmall legionary. corps’uns || 
der col, Armand, confifting of about 60 horfe and as 
many foot foldiers, whoarrived a few days before,” and 
three companies of artillery, conftituted the whole: of 
the army. The Baron with great fatisfaction complied — 
with Gates’s requeft. A confiderable body of North 
Carolina militia had taken the field under gen, Cafwell, 
His appointment and inftru@tions to join and co-operate | 
with the regular forces had been announced to the Ba- | 
ron, who daily expected his arrival, and with him a 

| 


confiderable fupply of provifions. Cafwell however, _ 
upon the plea of preventing fome difaffeéted inhabitants 
from taking arms in favor of the enemy, excufed his not 
complying with the inftructions ; and as to the fupply@ 
though promifed, no part of it ever arrived. On the 
morning of July the 27th, gen. Gates marched at the head 
of the army, to effe& a junétion of the regular’ and j ir 4 
recular forces, 


\ 


to affume an appearance of hoftile VIEWS — 


from the ftate, ‘The troops pafled Deep river at the Buf’ 
falo-ford, and encamped in the afternoon at ie s 
farm on the read. to Camden. | A nh a 
Here we fhall leave them till time and future opera: A 
tions yield us the materials for proceeding in the hiftory 


of the fouthern department, However we’ muft not” 
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Newbern, July 20, the reafons that urged him to leave rey 
Charleftown without the permiffion of the commandant, 
left the fame fhould be reprefented as a breach of his pa- 
role, and of courfe infamous and difhonorable. The 
fetter relates, that the morning of the day the juftice 
left the town, he was informed, that the preceding night ; 
a party had affembled together to take him out of his | a 
houfe and put him to death ; and that it would certainly 
have been effected, had not a Britifh officer, capt. Con- 
ftable, prevailed on them to confider. further of the mat- 
ter. To fhow his utmoft reliance on his lordfhip’s ho= 
nor, he fays in it I will immediately return to my 
parole in Charleftown, if I obtain your promife that no 


further injury or infult fhall be offered me. I require 

no other fecurity.”” He then adds—‘ There are many 
_ Engelith officers, my lord, that have intelligent and ge- 
nerous fpirits, that know it is impoffible to fix any im~ 
mutable ftandard of opinion in politics, any more than 
religion; and therefore not impoffible that a very Uup- 
right and virtuous man may be a member of conerefs, 
governor, judge, &c. notwithftanding the common epi- 
thet of rebel fo freely beftowed on them. Such men (it 
45 no matter which fide their principles lead them toem- 
brace) behold human mifery in every fhape, or from : 
whatever caufe derived, with pity and. concern, and by 
compafiion and politenefs endeavour to {often and mi- 
tigate it: but the malignity and virulence of Scotch 
(with fome few exceptions) and American refugee ‘ofh- 
cers (with none at all) whether in a civil or military line, 
is fingularly con{fpicuous throughout this war, and ‘can- 
not be defcribed but in terms offenfive to the pen of a 


eentleman.” 
po 9 


The 
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1780. ‘The proceedings of congrefs muft now again engage 
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our attention. 

The grand council of the American ftates called upon 
each, in February, for fpecific fupplies of provifion and _ 
forage. But before thefe could be brought in, fuch ad- 
vantage was taken of the public wants, that the nominal — 
debt of the continent was increafed beyond calculation. | 
Depreciation was rapid. The enemy took courage, and | 
{et every engine to work, by counterfeiting and multi- 
plying their bafe qmiffions, to decry the credit of the E 
paper currency. Congrefs, to baffle their defigns and | 
curb inteftine avarice, refolyed on the 18th of March, 
to call in by taxes in the courfe of one year, and to burn | 
all the paper bills heretofore emitted to the amount of ° 
200 million of dollars, and in lieu thereof to iffue ten 
millions of new money, which was to be iffued as faft and 
no fafter than the old was brought in. For every 20 
dollars of the old, one dollar of the new emiffion was to 
be perfected, and lodged in the continental loan offices 
in the refpective ftates. Thefe new bills were to be re- a 
-deemable in fpecie, within fix years after the prefent, 
and to bear an intereft at the rate of ¢ per cent. to be 
paid alfo in {pecie at the redemption of the bills, or at 
the election of the owner annually, in fterling bills of . 
exchange on the American commiffioners in Europe, ‘at 

-four fhillings and fixpence per dollar. The new bills if 
“were to iffue on funds. of individual ftates, eftablifhed ¢ 
-for the purpofe. As the faid bills were completed,; the 
ftates refpectively on whofe funds they iffued were to i 
receive fix tenths of them, and the remainder was tobe 
fubject to the orders of the United States, and credited 4 
to the ftates on whofe funds they ifued, Thefe: bills A 

, 7 were 
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quotas or taxes of each ftate, at the fame rate with fpe- 
cie, or of one Spanifh milled dollar, in leu of forty dol-+ 
lars of the old bills ftill in circulation. By this political 
contrivance of congrefs, various effects were produced. 
The value of the new bills was to be really double to 
that of the old. The laft were eftimated at forty for a 
fpecie dollar, the firft at par with fpecie: thus ten mil- 
_ lions of new were equivalent to 400 millions of the old. 


) 


| Fhe feveral ftates had a bait held owt to them to induce 


‘their adoption of the plan; in that each was to receive 
fix tenths of the new for its own ufe, while the remain- 
ing four were fubject to the orders of congrefs. Thofe 


who had amafied large quantities of the old, were dif- 
appointed in their hopes of converting it into {pecie, dol- 
lar for dollar; notwithftanding all the fine and expref- 
five language in the circular letter of congrefs the laft 
September, ftrongly tending to encourage fuch hopes. 
The real injuftice of fubjecting all the inhabitants to the 
redemption of the old paper in {pecie at par, when the 
generality of the holders received it at a confiderable 
depreciation, and when a large quantity of it was not 


circulated in the firft inftance but in a depreciated con- 
dition, was fo apparent; that the avoidance of it by the 
refolution of congrefs produced no convulfon, though 
there was a violation of public faith. Many faffering indi- 
viduals complained loudly, but the meafure was peaceably 
adopted. Congrefs have alfo fixed the value of certifi- 
cates given for money loaned from September 1777 to 
March 1780, fo rating the value of the continental pa- 
per between thofe two periods, as that the lender might 
receive the yalue of what was lent, and the public not 
be 
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lent. On the 20th of March, they refolved upon.re- 
commending it to the ftates, to revife their laws, mak- 
ing the continental bills a tender for the difcharge of 


debts.and contraéts, and to amend the fame fo as hall | 


be judged moft conducive to jutlice i in the prefent ftate 
of the paper currency. © 


A. few. particulars. that chiefly cane: the Matti 


Heit and New eeeeiiits ftates remain to be re- — 


lated. 
. When’ the oie ratte ‘of affembly (about fil 


abner uae being prefent) debated at Exeter in what _ | 
way to raife their. quota of men, a certain mode was 
propofed. About a dozen voted for it; however, no. 


perfons voting againft.iv when called upon, the a& of 
the former. was declared to be a vote, and the meafure 
‘eftablifthed. But in cafe.of its proving difguftful to their 
conttituents, almoft. every member of the houfe could 
fay, that he did not:vote for it, which would pafs with 
the inattentive for a fufficient apology. | . 


‘The towns and diftricts of the Maffachufetts, by the 4 


direction of the general court, made choice of delegates 
for the fole purpofe of fetcling @ conftitution for the com- 


wonmealth, who met in Convention at Cambridge on the 


ft of September 1779; ‘and continued by adjournment 


Mar. -to..the: 2d of haf March : when having agreed upon a 


Ze 


‘form of | government, they: fubmitted it to the vitae 


-of their conftituents, in order to the completing of the - 
fame'at a feffion to be held at Bofton for that purpofé, 


on the. firft Wednefday of the following June. 
were’ ordered to be fent to the felettnien: of each town, 


‘and the ‘committees of each plantation, to be laid before 


a | their 
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their refpective inhabitants... If the major part of them, 178 


when legally affembled on the bufinefs, difapproved of 
any particular claufe, they were to ftate their ‘objections 
diftinétly, with the reafons. The fame were to be tranf- 
mitted to the fecretary of the convention, together with 
the number of voters in the faid town and plantation 
meetings, on each fide of every queftion; that fo thie 
convention, at the adjournnient, might collect the ge- 
neral fenfe of their conftituents on the feveral parts of 
the propofed conftitution. ~ If there did not appear'to be 
two thirds of their conftituents in favor of it, the con- 
vention were to alter it fo as that it might be agreeable 
to the fentiments of two thirds of the voters through the 
ftate. It was alfo recommended to the inhabitants to 
empower their delegates at the next feffion, to agree 
upon a time when the form of government fhould’ take 
place, without returning the fame again to the people ; 
provided, that two thirds of the male inhabitants of the 
age of twenty-one years and upward, voting in the fe- 
veral meetings, agreed to the fame, or the convention 
conformed it to the fentiments of two thirds of their 
conftituents. When the convention met on the 7th of 


"June as propofed, they agreed upon the laft W ednefday 
‘of October, the 25th, fa the commencement of the 


new form of government; as it appeared upon exami- 


ih : r e - 
nation, that more than two thirds of the voters approved 


© of it. Direétions have been given for the election of 
“governor, lieut. governor, cc. according to the mode 
prefcribed by it againft that memorable day. The con- 


ftitution confifts of two parts—a declaration of rights— 
and the frame of government. Upon reading it, you 
one 3 | will 
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1780, Will probably pronounce it equal,. if not fuperior to any — 


May 


4> 


June 


19. 


upon the continent. 


Notwithftanding all the anxieties and avocations at- 


tending the war wherein they were engaged, the Maffac 
chufetts general court paffed an aét to incorporate and 
eftablith a fociety for the cultivation and promotion of 
the arts and fciences, by the name of-—T'ns AMERICAN 
AcapDemy or Arts anp Sciences. The number of 


the faid academy, who are inhabitants of the ftate, are _ 


not to be at any time more than two hundred, nor lefs 
than forty. A bill to the like purpofe was brought into 
the houfe in a former feffion; but the names of the 
gentlemen inferted being unintentionally arranged by the 
perfons draughting it, fo as feemingly to give pre-eminence 
to another before Mr. Hancock, the laft declared in the 
houfe againft having any concern in it, and it fell to 
the ground: but an alphabetical arrangement in the new 
one removing the umbrage, the fame paffed into an at. 
The court agreed upon raifing 3934 men for the cone 
tinental army for fix months; and on the 22d, 4726 
more for three months, and the men were to be paid in 
gold or filver, or bills equivalent thereto. The fele@t- 


men of the feveral towns were ordered to collect fhirts, 
fhoes, ftockings, &c. and fubjected to penalties in cafe . | 


of non-compliance. ‘’hey were alfo dire€ted to draught 
and procure men. But notwithftanding thefe promifing — 


exertions, the general court will not have furnithed gen 
Wafhington by the beginning of Auguft with men fuf. © : 


- ficient to make good the ftate deficiency ; for by his 
returns of the 23d, 5117 were wanting to complete the 
Maflachufetts battalions. ‘That they. might furnifh the 
provifions required by congrefs, they determined to bor- 

row 
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row hard money upon the eftates, or the parts of eftates 178, 


of abfentees, wherewith to make the purchafes ;. and 
on the fame day refolved, that in cafe the monthly fup- 


_ plies of beef and grain agreed upon, could not be pro- 


cured by purchafe, the fame fhould be impreffed. It 


was high time for fomething effectual to be done: for 
the Maffachufetts and New Hampfhire lines at and 
} about Weft Point, though but a handful of men, had 


at times been many days without bread, on others with- 
out meat, and a long while on half allowance; and the 
officers in the fame condition with the privates, having 


_ no money to purchafe neceffaries. New York, though 
_confuming at both ends, and bleeding at every pore, - 


had her compliment of continental troops in the field; 


_ befide having raifed in the month of May 800 new Ie- 
vies to guard the frontiers. On the a1ft of that month, 


Sir John Johnfon made his appearance at Johnfon-hall. 


He and his party the next day burnt about 33 houfes 


and out-houfes, together with a mill ; deftroyed cattle 


and fheep; and killed about a dozen perfons. After 
digging up his plate, he marched of. While New 
| York was thus fuffering, and ftill exerting herfelf, fe- 
| veral of her fifter ftates that were in full and peaceable 
| poffeffion of their territories, feemingly flept in fecurity, 
and had not a third of their quota of men in the field. 


The American cruifers have been fending in occafi- 


| onally valuable prizes to different ports; and the peo- 


ple of Bofton particularly have been lately in high {pi- 
rits, having heard within this fortnight, that nineteen 
fhips of a very rich outward bound Quebec fleet were 
captured, and that the privateers were in purfuit of the 

re- 
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1780. remainder. Several of them will undoubtedly be brought 
fate i into one or other of the ftates *. | 
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a) 


es Nl IS Britifh majefty went to the houfe of peers, and 
Pe) 250 * opened the feffion of parliament. The royal: 


fpeech was totally filent with refpeé&t to America and the 
Weft Indies: but ftiled the prefent, one of the moft - f 
dangerous confederacies that ever was formed againft the | 
crown and people of Great Britain. It recommended | 
to the lords and commons the confideration of what , 
further advantages might be extended to the kingdom, 
of Ireland, by fuch regulations as may effectually pro- 

mote the interefts of all the Britifh dominions. The ; 
neceffity of the Feat ence was evident from what 
had already happened upon the. meeting of the Irithy 

parliament i in Ogtober.. The further proceedings of the | 

people of Ireland difcovered a determination to fecure to 
themfelves fubfla ntial benefits from a crifis fa peculiarly 

favorable to the views of the Pan iotic party. The. aflos 
ciators. being jealous, t that if the fupplies were grantes : 
as ufual for two years, a fudden _prorogation of pariag 


ment would put an end to all het of aimicabl : redr ne 


‘ _ * About fourteen were brought in, 
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| fot the prefent, called out for a fhort money bill of fix #779» 
months only, and it became the general cry of Ireland, 
The reprefentatives at length found, that it was indif. 
penfably requifite for them to comply, and the fhoré 
money bill was accordingly pafled. A neceflity equally 
| convincing, fecured the paflage of that hu: nuiliating and 
mortifying act in Great Britain on the r7th of Decem- 
ber. « Six days after, the king gave his affent to a bill 
for granting a free trade to Ireland. The golden op- 
portunity admitting of it, the people of that kinedom 
have proceeded fo le as abfolutely to deny the right of 
the Britith parliament to bind that country in any cafe 
whatever. 

} Government received advice on the 18th of Decem- 
ber, that the fort of St. Ferdinando de Omoa, the key, 
to the bay of Honduras, had been taken about the 20th 
j of October, by the troops under the command of capt. 
Wiliam Dalrymple; who had been fent by the governor 
of Jamaica to the Mufquito fhore. The men by the 
help of ladders {caled the walls; though 28 feet high, and 
thus made themfelves mafters of the fort: TI'wo sapien 
fhips, with the cargoes of other veffels of note; worth 
jthree millions of dollars; were alfo taken All was 
| gained with the lof only. of about 20 killedand wounded 
on the Britith fide; and very few more on the fide of the 
Spaniards. 

Intelligence having ne Oe to the Britifh i48¢4 
Le ahtation: [by forme; it is theught, whofe duty 
bound them to keep the fecrets of the Dutch councils] 
that 2 number of Dutch thips, laden with timber and 
naval ftores for the French fervice, in, order to efcape 
‘the danger of Britifh eruifers, accompanied count By- 
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1780. land, who was to efcort a convoy to the Mediterranean, 
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capt. Fielding was fent out with a proper force to exa- 
mine the convoy, and to feize any veffels containing 
thofe. articles, which the Britifh deemed contraband, | 
On the meeting of the fleets, capt. Fielding defired | 
permiffion to vifit the merchant fhips ; being refufed, he | 
ridges his boats for that purpofe, which were fired | 
t: the captain then fired a fhot ahead of the Dutch ad~ | 
shite who anfwered it by a broadfide. Count Byland. } 
having received another in return, and being inno con~ | 
dition to purfue the conteft further, immediately ftruck, ; 
his colours. Moft of the {hips which occafioned- the) | 
conteft, had already, through the length and- darknefs. 
of the night, and by keeping in with the fhore, efcaped) 
the danger, and proceeded without interruption to, the, 
French ports. The few that remained with naval ftores, | 
on board were ftopped; and the Dutch admiral. was, , 
then informed, that he might hoift his colours, and pro-) , 


-fecute his voyage: he did the firft, but declined. the) ; 


Jan 
4s 


other, and accompanied the Britifh {quadron to Spithead, ; 
the fourth of January; where he remained til he re= , 
ceived frefh inftructions from his mafters. soon SS 
The right (whether fupported by aétual treaties-om 
not) which the Britifh claimed and exercifed over the? | 
veffels of foreign powers, though not at war with thems: | 
when they fufpected or found that they were laden either 
with naval ftores, and bound to the ports of their enesy : 
mies, or with the property. of the latter, faggefted the’ 
idea of an armed neutrality. One of the diplomatic: | 
body affured my friend at Paris, that.the fagacious king | 
of Sweden communicated the firft hint of it to county, 
Panin, with whom it flept for fome time before it. was: | 
5 | mentioned 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


_ matured; and on the 26th of February, the court of 
_ Peterfburgh iffued a manifefto or declaration, which has 
_ been the mean of forming, under the name of an armed 
_-newtrality, a naval and military alliance and confederacy 
between Ruffia and other neutral powers. The great 


it has given birth, is, that free Lottoms make free goods; 
and is thus particularized—“ Neutral fhips fhall enjoy 
_a free navigation even from port to port, and on the coatts 
of the belligerent powers :—All effects belonging to the 
“fubjects of the faid belligerent powers fhall be looked 
upon as free, on board fuch neutral fhips, except only 
| fuch goods as are ftipulated contraband :—In order to 
determine what characterizes a port blocked up [into 
which neutral fhips are not to have free ingrefs] that de- 
nomination fhall not be granted, but to fuch places, be- 
fore which there are actually a number of enemy’s fhips 
ftationed near enough, fo as to make its entry danger- 
ous.” Great Britain is not in a fituation direftly to 
contravene this grand principle, fo that it will probably 
be henceforth fettled as a part of the law of nations, in 
jmany refpects effentially differing from what has, for 
jfeveral hundred years, been eftablifhed among commer- 
cial kingdoms. | 

|) The courts of’ France and Spain have expreffed the 
jutmoft approbation of the Ruffian fyftem contained in 
the emprefs’s declaration, fo exactly calculated, and im- 
mediately fuited to their own views. The court of 
London being obliged to fupprefs her indignation at an 
injury, which fhe was neither able to refent nor remedy, 
worded the anfwer to the declaration, fent to the Britifh 
Dd2 . envoy 
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mentioned to the emprefs of Ruffia. At length it was 1780, 


principle of the piece, and of the confederacy to which 
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1780-envoy at Peterfburgh on the 13th of Apri, with the: ||| 


envoy extraordinary at the Haeue, remitted to the pre~ | 
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ereateft caution, and promifed to “ redrefs every hard » 
fhip that may happen, in fo equitable a manner, that. 
her imperial majefty fhall be perfectly fatisfied, and ac-_ 
knowledge a like fpirit of juftice which fhe herfelf poi- 
{effes.” On the 3d of April, prince Gallitzin, the Ruffian | 


Gdent of the States Gencral a memorial with the copy. | 
of the declaration, inviting their high mightineffes to. | 
accede to an armed neutrality, and acquainting them, : 
that the like invitation had been given to the courts of 
Copenhagen, Stockholm and Litbon. But the court: 
of London determined upon adopting fpecial meafures,) | 
in order to prevent the accefiion of the republic to the: 
confederacy, and to induce her to afford the fuccours 
that had been demanded : an order of the king in 'coun- | 
cil was therefore publifhed on the 17th. It relates, that 
though their high mightinefies had been ftrongly called) 
upon by a memorial of the 2rft of March, to’ erant .— 
the fuccours ftipulated by treaty, they had not fignified: 
any intention of complying. The non-performance of 
the ftipulated engagements 1s pronounced a defertion of 
the alliance fubfifting between the two countries 3 ‘and itt 
is thence declared, that upon every principle of wifdom. 
and juftice, the republic muft be confidered on the fam y 
footing with other neutral ftates not privileged by treaty, 
The order therefore fufpends, provifionally and till fare? 
ther orders, all the particular ftipulations refpecting 1 a 
“fabjeéts of the States Genétal, ‘contained in the feveralt 

treaties now fablifting, | Thé publication did nowprodvee, 
_ the defired effects. sf 


The different ‘provinces, after ) contis 

“ued deliberations, were unanimotifly of opinion; thatd | 
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awas néceflary. for their high mightinefles to excufe them-7786, 


delves from furnifhing ‘the fuccours claimed by Great 
‘Britain; that convoys {hould be granted to protect effec- 
tually all trading fhips* bearing the flag of the republic, 
swhatever may be their cargoes, excepting only fuch 
goods ‘asi are properly expreffed in the treaties to Be 
eontraband; and that the invitation of the emprefs of 
Ruffia thould be accepted with gratitude. They highly 
+efent-in general the violence committed upon their con- 
-woy «by capt. Fielding, in the execution of his orders, 
‘and the condemnation of the fhips and cargoes carried 
‘oy him into the Britifh ports. | 
Different tranfaGtions now demand our notice. 
-. Aconvoy of about 26 hips failed from Marfeilles for 


; : i / ; 
the Weft Indies under the care of the Aurora. Bé- 


tween $ and gin the morning on the 18th of December, 


they were difcovered by the Prefton being between Mar- 
"| tinico/and St. Lucie; upon her making the fignal for a fleet, 
the Britith fhips in Grofs Iflet bay flipped their cables 
by order of Sir Hyde Parker and chafed. Before four 
in the afternoon, about ten of the convoy run vocghale A 
} on fhore,; and were fet on fire by the men of. war's 

| boats. The next morning the Boreas was engaged with 


the French frigate in Fort Royal bay. Qn that, Mr. de 


da Motte Piguet fuddenly flipped his cables, put out to 
fea with three fhips, bore down upon and obliged the 


Boreas to fheer off. By this dexterous mancéuvre he 
daved the Aurora and fome of the merchant fhips. The 


French admiral then hauled his wind in good ttme, and 
| kept plying for the road, which he gained. The Britifh 
however, had. captured nine fail, befide thofe. they burnt. 


AWithinsa-few days after they: took thrée-French frigates 
D d>3 of 
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$780, of 42, 36 and 28 guns, on their paflage from St. Vin- 


cent’s to Martinico. On the 2oth of March, as the 
French admiral was convoying a number of merchant 
fhips, with four fhips of the line and a frigate, he fell 
in with capt. Cornwallis off Monti Chrifti, whom he 
chafed and came up with in the evening. He main- 
_ tained a running fight with the Britith hips, of 64, so, 
and 44 guns during the whole night. The next morn-. 
ing a general engagement took place, which lafted be- 
tween two and three hours. The French fuffered fo that 
they were obliged to he by and repair. ‘They then re- 
newed the chafe, and continued it during the night. 
But the appearance of the Ruby man of war of 64 guns, 
with two Britifh frigates, the following day, changed the 
face of affairs. ‘The French were now chafed in turn 
for feveral hours, as they declined coming to aétion. 


They were fuperior in the fize of their thips, and the — 
weight and number of their guns; but as the Britifh had _ 


a fhip more, the admiral would not rifk the lofs of ant 
of his convoy, by renewing the engagement. | 
Sir George Rodney was appointed to the chief com-= 


mand in the Weft Indies; and had orders to proceed in | 
his way thither, with a ftrong fquadron to the relief of — 
Gibraltar ; which had been fo clofely blockaded by the — 
Spaniards ever fince the commencement of hoftilities — 
between them and the Britifh, that the garrifon was re _ 
duced to confiderable diftrefs, as well with refpeét to 
provifions, as to military and garrifon ftores. After be= 
ing a few days at fea, he fell in with a confiderable con= — 


voy, bound from St. Sebaftian to Cadiz, confitting of 15” 


fail of merchantmen, under the guard of a 64. gun fhip, — 
4 frigates from 26 to 32 guns, and two fmaller armed) _ 
velffels, 
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_ veffels. The whole fleet was taken. The capture was 1780 
sth ' an 
exceedingly fortunate, much the greater part of the” g 


yefiels being laden with wheat, flour and other provifion, 


_ the remainder with bale goods and naval ftores. ‘The 
| admiral fent the former to Gibraltar, the latter to Great 


Britain.. About a week after, he fell in with a Spanith 
Squadron of eleven fhips of the line under Don Juan 


|) Langara, off Cape St. Vincent. The enemy being 


much inferior in force, endeavoured to avoid an engage- 
ment. On that, Sir George threw out the fignal for fa 


} general chafe, with orders to engage as the fhips came 
} up by rotation, taking at the fame time the lee gage, 
} to prevent the enemy’s retreat into their own ports. 


The engagement was began by the headmoft fhips about 
four o’clock in the evening: their fire was returned by 
the Spaniards with great fpirit and refolution. ‘The 


} night was dark, tempeftuous and difmal, and the fleet 


being nearly involved among the fhoals of St. Lucar, 
rendered the afpecét more terrible. Early in the a¢tion, 


| the Spanifh fhip San Dorningo, of 70 guns and 600 


men, blew up, and all on board perifhed. The action 


| and purfuit continued till two in the morning, when the 
 headmoft of the enemy’s line ftruck to Sir George. 
The Spanifh admiral’s fhip of 80 guns, with three of 
70, were taken and carried fafely into port. The San 
Julian of 70, commanded by the marquis de Medina, 


was taken; the officers were fhifted, and a lieutenant 
with 70 Britifh feamen put on board; but by running 
on fhore the victors became prifoners. Another fhip of 


| the fame force was alfo taken, and afterward totally loft 


by running upon the breakers. Two more. efcaped 


greatly damaged, and two lels fo into Cadiz. 
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The Spanifh admiral behaved with the ‘ereateft gal- 


lantry. He was himfelf forely wounded; and before. | 


he {truck to capt. Macbride, his fhip the Phoenix was 


nearly a wreck. A malignant kind of fmall pox pre- } 


vailing on board the Bienfaifant, capt. Macbride, that 
humane and brave officer, difdaining to convey infection 


even to an enemy, and perhaps confideri ing the peculiar | 


terror with which it is regarded by the Spaniards, and } 


the general ill afpeét it bears to that people, acquainted 
Don Langara with the circumftance and his own feelings 
on the ata eft; and at the fame time offeréd (that fo the: 
danger which would attend fhifting the prifoners might 
be prevented) to truft to the jal Res honor, that nei- 
ther his officers nor men, ~ amounting to above 7905. 

fhould in cafe of feparation or otherwite, in any degree 
interrupt the Britifh feamen fent on board, whether with 
refpect to navigating the fhip, or defending her againft 
whatever enemy. The propofal was thankfully em- 


braced, and the conditions ‘ftrietly adhered to by the | 
-Spanifh admiral: for though there was no other fhip but | 


the Bienfaifant in fight, ‘and though the fea and yh 
_ were exceeding rough, his people ¢ gave every affiftance 

in refitting the Pheenix, and in navigating: her to the bay 
of Gibraltar. Ss, 


Sir George having executed his commiffion: at Gib. 
altar, proceeded about the middl igh elteg: ebruary to the | 
w eft Indies, leaving the bulk of the fleet, together with i j 


the Spanifh irs on their way to Great Britain, under — 
the condné of admiral Digby. "The returning flee fel = 
in with a confiderable French convoy, moft of which 
efcaped, only the Prothee of 64 guns” and two or or thee 


i) 
yellels laden with Baty ftores being taken. ea 


. Thee 
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“The Spanifh governor of Louifiana, Don Bernardo 1780 


de Galvez, having fucceeded in his expedition againft 


the Britith fettlements and forces on the Miffiffippi, ex- 


tended his views, and concerted a plan with the gover- 
nor of the Havannah, in purfuance of which he was to 
be reinforced early in the prefent year, by a confiderable 


‘embarkation from that place. De Galvez, concluding 
that the expected force was on its paflage, embarked all 


the force he could raife, and proceeded on his expedition 
under the convoy of fome fimall frigates and other armed 


weffels. After a continued ftrugele with adverfe and 


ftormy ‘weather, ' and’ other impediments for near a 


month, fix fhips ran upon a fand bank in the channel 


of the bay of Mobille, three of which were loft though 


“the crews were faved. ‘I'he commander had the further 
| mortification, on reviewing his troops, to find, that there 
} ‘were about 800 who had been fhipwrecked and had 


faved only their perfons. The greateft part of the whole 
‘were naked, and much of the provifion, ammunition 
and artillery, was loft. “The Spaniards bore their mis- 
fortunes with patience ; and inftead of fhrinking under 
difcouragements, endeavoured. to convert their lofs into 


“a benefit, by breaking up thelr wrecked veffels, and 


framing out of them ladders and other machines necef- 
fary for an efcalade. Thofe who had preferved their 
arms, divided them with fuch as had none, fo as to make 


them the moft ufeful: and they that {till remained un- 
armed, undertook the laborious fervice of the army. 
De Galvez had no reafon to repent his perfeverance. 


He was ftrengthened by the arrival of four armed vefiels 
yom. the Hayannah, with a part of the regiment of 


N avarre on board. ‘Fhis arrival, with a quantity of 
artillery, 
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1780. artillery, ftores, and various neceflaries, afforded a fudden | 


Fep, Counter with new ftorms, difficulties and dangers, the’ 
z5- whole were landed within three leagues of Mobille.. 


a5 tulation however was not figned till the. 14th in the: 


renovation of vigor and life to every thing. The former. } 
troops were fpeedily reimbarked, and after a freth en- | 


Mr. Durnford, a captain of engineers and lieutenant: 
governor of Weft Florida, commanded the poor garri-! | 
fon, amounting to 284, including regulars, royalifts, } 
artillery men, feamen, 54 inhabitants and 51 armed ne=: 
groes. On the rath of March the Spaniards opened’ 
their battery, confifting of eight 18, and one 24 pounder:: 
ar, By fun fet the garrifon hung out a white flag; the capi-! | 
f 
morning, when they furrendered prifoners of war. The! | 
iurrender appeared inevitable, but was attended with cirs: | 
cumftances exceedingly vexatious.to the Britith. Gens | 
Campbell had marched from Penfacola, (as the Spaniards’ 
fay) with 1100 regulars and fome artillery for their re-" | 
hef, and was accompanied by fome Indians. The van- | 
of Campbell’s force was at no great diftance from. thes ( 
Spanifh camp, when the fort was capitulating ; ; and the? 

Spaniards ufed the utmoft i piscantion and eller, in ) 


De Galvez. boafted, ey the Britith forces, in veces vine 
and garrifon were fuperior in number to his own ; and. ‘ 1 
{crupled not to declare openly, that with the f{malleft’ q 
activity and vigor in their works, the garrifon might. 
have. made good their defence until ‘the arrival of the, | 
fuccour. But it feems as though the lieut, governor had , 
not, from the beginning, the fmalleft idea of any attempt if . 


being made for the relief of the place ; 3 and accordinglys. 
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as a matter of courfe, and inevitable neceffity. 

_ Sir George Rodney arrived at Grofs Iflet bay on the 
a7thof March. The French admiral de Guichen, hav- 
ing put to fea from Martinico with a fleet of 23 fail of 
the line and aso gun fhip, Sir George fpeedily purfued 
him with 20 fhips of the line and the Centurion. The 


hour, he himfelf in the Sandwich of 90 guns, com- 
menced the action in the centre. After beating three 
fhips out of the line, he was at length encountered alone 
by Mr. de Guichen in the Couronne of the fame force, 
fupported by his two feconds. The Sandwich fuftained 
the unequal combat for an hour and a half, when the 
French commander with his feconds bore away, whereby 
the French line of battle was totally broke in the centre. 
The great diftance of the Britifh van and rear from 
their own centre, and the crippled condition of feveral 
Jof their fhips, and the particularly dangerous ftate of the 
‘Sandwich, rendered an immediate purfuit impoffible. 
)The French took fhelter under Guadaloupe, and Sir 
George his ftation off Fort Royal. In his public letter 
he fpoke of de Guichen as a brave and gallant officer, 
and as having the honor of being nobly fupported dur- 
ing the whole action; but commended none of the 
Britifh officers, except thofe of the Sandwich; though 
it appears from his lift, that while the Sandwich had 
| 18 killed and 51 wounded, the Cornwall, capt. Edwards, 
shad 21 killed and 49 wounded; the Trident, capt. Mol- 
Noy, had 14 killed and 26 wounded; and the Conqueror, 
-adm. Rowley’s fhip, capt. Watfon, had 1 3 killed and 
| 36 


ee er 


‘on the appearance of the enemy, he confidered its lofs 178 


| French were brought to action by fome of his headmoft April 
fhips, a little before one o’clock ; and about the fame 17 
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of his lieutenants, were killed, out of feven’ belonging}: 
to faid fhip. Sir George kept his {tation for fome time;|. 
and then returned to St. Lucie. _On receiving freth int} 
telligence of de Guichen’s approach to the windward ; 
of Martinico, he put’ to ‘fea and got! fight of: his‘ fleet 
the roth of May. The French had it conftantly in} 
their —power. to bring on an engagement, and as cons | | 
ftantly avoided it: but in the courfe’ of their manceuv: | 
ring they had nearly been entangled, and were faved) 
from a clofe and general action only“ by: a critical thift 
of the wind ; and even with that aid, and all the’ {ails | 
they could carry,’ their rear’ was not entitely: preferved 
from conflié& about feven: in the: evening of the rsthi | 
After this they took care to keep at’a greater diftancel : 
The vigorous efforts: of Sir George fo involved the fleets 
on the rgth, that the French, for the” prefervation* of : 
their rear, were under the neceflity of hazarding a’ par- 
tial engagement, by which, having extricated their rear) | 
they bore away with-all the fail they could poffibly pref | 
and got into Martinico. Sir George fent three of his | 
fleet to. St. Lucie; and ftood with. the er oniasip tone 
Barbadoes. fh Tolisha SRR ¢ 
Before the Chriftmas recefs i itis the “du 
of Richmond made‘a fpeech on the neceflity of prags | 
tifine the moft rigid ceconomy, inorder to extricate thé 
country from its many difficulties § which: was followed : 
by'a motion for an addrefs:to his majeftyy:reprefenting . 
that a confiderable reduction of his civil lift would be | 
an example well becoming: his’ paternal affeGtion forihis — 
prope,’ and his own dignity. ‘The motion ‘was rejected 
bY a majority of more than twa to one! © This was fols - 


: lowed 


‘Shelburne, the purport of which was, to confider of 
the appointment of a committee for inquiring into, the 
‘féveral’ parts of the public expenditure, as alfo, of the 
‘reductions or favings that could be made with confiftency.. 
‘In'the houfe of commons Mr. Burke propofed: a plan: 
‘of ceconomy and reform; and gave notice of his in 
‘tending to bring it fhortly before them, as a bufinefs 


‘that-was become indifpenfible. Schemes of ceconomy’ 


and reform were highly adapted to the prevailing tafte 
of the nation as was foon apparent; for during the re- 


_¢efs of parliament, the, bufinefs of public meetings, of 


petitions tothe houfe of commons, and of affociations 


for the redrefs of grievances, was-commenced. ‘The 
adoption of thefe means for procuring a reform in the: 


executive departments of the ftate foon became very 


general; and, the: minds: of the public being agitated 
and warnied by thefe meetings, the views of many per-. 


fons of no mean weight and confequence were extended 
o 

ftill further. ‘They gradually began to confider, that 

nothing lefs than fhortening the duration of parliament, 


and. the obtaining a more equal. reprefentation of the 


people, could reach to a perfect cure of the prefent, 
and afford an effectual.prefervative againft the return of 
fumilamevilsis ty srt: 

va Bhe larges populous and, opulent. county of York, 
led the way and.fet the example to the reft of the king- 
dom.) -Asvery numerous and refpectable meeting of the 
gentlemen, clergy and freeholders,, including perions of 
the firft confideration and property, was held at the city 
of York-on the: goth of laft December. Their petition to 


. the houfe of commons wasu namimoully agreed upon; and, 
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lowed fome days-after, by a fuccefsful motion,of lord 17180. 


414.  PHE HISTORY OF THE 
2780. accompanied with a refolution, that a committee of | 
fixty-one gentlemen be appointed, to carry on the ned | 
ceflary correfpondence for effectually promoting the ob- } 
je&t of the petition; and likewife to prepare a plan of |i 
an affociation, on legal and conftitutional grounds, to: |! 
| ae fupport a laudable reform, and fuch other meafures as: | 
nh may conduce to reftore the freedom of parliament. | 
Jan. The counties of Middlefex and Hants ftood forth as_ | 
* the feconds of Yorkfhire; and adopted fimilar mea- 
fures. ‘The example was foon followed by the county 
palatine of Chefter; and in a clofe fucceffion of time, 
by the counties of Herts, Suffex, Huntingdon, Surrey, | 
Cumberland, Bedford, Effex, Somerfet, Gloucefter, 
Wilts, Dorfet, Devon, Norfolk, Berks, Bucks, Notting- 
ham, Kent, Northumberland, Suffolk, Hereford, Cam~ 
bridge and Derby. The Welfh counties of Denbigh, - 
Flint and Brecknock, likewife petitioned, as did the. | 
cities of London, Weftminfter, York, Briftol, Glou- | 
cefter, and Hereford, with the towns of Nottingham, | 
: Reading, Cambridge, Bridgewater, and Newcaftle upon ' 
Bt te Tyne. | Northamptonfhire declined petitioning, but” 
q voted refolutions and inftrutions to their reprefentatives, 
including the purport of the petitions. The meafure t 
of forming committees and entering into affociations, 
was a great ftumbling block in fome of the counties, 
and was omitted by feveral. The members of admi- — | 
niftration and men in office, were not wholly deficient 
in their endeavours to prevent the county meetings: @ 
ete but they were generally overborne by the torrent. 
a Feb, I'he Yorkfhire petition, fubfcribed by upward? of 
ee | 8: eight thoufand freeholders, was the firft prefented. Sir 
George Saville introduced it, and in his fpeech faid— 
. se Tr 
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 Jt-was firft moved in a meeting of fix hundred gentle-~ 1780. 
men and upward, In the hall where that. petition was 
conceived, there was more property than in the walls of 
this houfe” of commons. The frecholders comprifed 
within the compafs of that fingle hall, poffefied landed 
‘property to the amount of eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling a year. The houfe of commons took ss 
into confideration the petitions of the people of England 
-and Wales, amounting to about forty, and figned by 
above a hundred thoufand eleétors. Mr. Dunning 
opened ‘the bufinefs in an accurate and weighty {peech, 
and then moved—“ That the influence of the crown 
has increafed, is increafing, and ought to be diminifhed.” 
| The lord advocate of Scotland, to obtain a negative, 
-moved an amendment in the following words— That it 
is now neceflary to declare ;” the oppofition readily 
| agreed to it, and the queftion thus amended was carried 
by. a majority of 183—233 to 215. Mr. Dunning then 
moved a fecond propofition—“< That it is competent 
to this houfe to examine into, and to correct abufes in 
the expenditure of the civil lift revenues, as well as in 
every other branch of the public revenue, whenever it 
fhall feem expedient to the wifdom of this houfe fo to 
do ;” which was carried without a divifion. Mr. Thomas 
Pitt then moved: the following refolution—‘* That it is 
the opinion of this committee, that it is the duty of 
this houfe to provide, as far as may be, an immediate 
and. effe@tual redrefs of, the abufes complained of in the 
petitions prefented to this houfe, from: the different 
‘counties, cities and towns in this kingdom ;” which was 
éarried ih the affirmative without any apparent diflenc. 
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The houfe which had been in a committee, being res. f 
fumed, Mr. Fox moved that the refolutions fhould be 
immediately reported. This was oppofed by the mini- | 
fter with all the force he yet retained; but the ftream. 
was too ftrong to be refifted. The refolutions were fe. | 
verally reported and received, agreed to and confirmed 
by the houfe without a divifion. Such was the complete | 
and decifive yictory eained by the oppofition, in behalf 
of the petitions on that extraordinary and memorable 
day. Without doors, the joy and triumph in moft parts 
of England was great and general; and perhaps would 
fcarcely have’ been exceeded on occafion of the com: | 
pleteft victory over a foreign enemy. 
_ A motion of Mr. Dunning’s which had been poft-" 
poned was taken up. It was for an addrefs to his mas | 
jefty, requefting that he would not diffolve the parlias | 
ment, nor prorogue the prefent feflion, until proper mea- | 
fures fhould be taken by that houfe, to diminifh the ee | | 
fluence of the crown, and to correét the other evils | 
complained of in the petitions of the people. | Afieg 
great and long debates the motion was rejected by a 
majority of St—254 to 203. Thus all hopes of ob~ 
taining any redrefs for the people in that houfe, was at 
an end. But though the freemen of England could ob ‘ 
tain no relief from their burdens by a houfe of reprefen= 
tatives ; the xon-freemen of France were relieved by their 
erand monarch, who iffued feveral edicts for the better, 
adminiftration of his finances, and for the fuppreffion 
of divers places and offices. . i a | 

The committee in London for ratfing and apply ng 
monies for the relief of the American prifoners, began, | 
in March ta call upon the public afrefh for new fub- ’ 
feriptions; — 


| 
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the fame were readily made. Many individuals exhi- 
bited a compaffion and liberality to the Americans, that 
does honor to human nature. | 
| On the 28th of April, Don Jofeph Solano failed from 
Cadiz with 12 fhips of the line and feveral fri igates, and 
convoyed a fleet of 83 tranfports, having eight repi- 
ments of Spanifh infantry, ef two battalions each, and 
a confiderable train of artil! me on board: the whole land 


force, including 100 engineers, amounted to 11,460 
effective men. They are to on the French in the Weft 
[Indies ; and in that cafe will bring the Britifh fleets and 


iflands into the moft imminent felis Jamaica is ge- 
jnerally fuppofed to be the firft and principal objec. 

| In the beginning of June, the cities of London and 
Weftminfter were convulfed from end to end, by fome 


of the moft extraordinary rifings that ever happened. 
When the law for relieving the Englith Roman catholics 
was pafled in May 1778, a number of perfons in Scot- 
Jand, actuated by a miftaken zeal, affociated for the pre- 
| fervation of the proteftant religion, and called themfelves 


George Gordon. . The affociators. became fo formid- 


Wbegged that the laws relating to them might not be al- 
| tered. The fuccefs which had attended the affociation 
lin North Britain, might give the hint for forming a 
Wmilar one in London, to thofe whofe jealoufy for the 
roteftant intereft was increafed by the apparent crowth 
f popery, which-of late years had been efteemed very 
confiderable. A fociety accordingly was -formed in the 
metropolis, which in a few months gathered great con- 


» Vou, I. sa fequence 


@ protefiant affeciation, at the head of which’ was a lord - 


able, that the Scotch papitts were greatly alarmed, and 


417 
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4780. fequence from the numbers that profeffed their adhe-| 
rence to the caufe it fupported; and lord George Gor-| 
don was elected prefident. The firft object of the afio-|) 


ciation, after a committee had been chofen, was to draw|| 


up and prefent a petition to the houfe of commons, re-| 
quefting a repeal of the above law. The petition was | 
publicly advertifed to be figned by all who approved of{| 
it. The alarm which the act gave, had reached various} 
parts of the kingdom, and fimilar petitions came from|| 
many of them, moft of which were prefented to. the} 
a houfe by lord George. ‘The aflociators met at Coacl -| 
maker’s hall, when the prefident addrefied them for half) 


an hour. His fpeech was received with the loudeit ac-| 


y 
clamations, on which his lordfhip moved the. following}, 
refolution—-“ That the whole body of the proteftant af. 
jociation do attend in St. George’s-fields, on F riday, 
next at ten o’clock in the morning, to accompany his. 
jordfhip to the houfe of commons, on the delivery of 
the proteftant petition ;” which was carried unanimoufly, | 
His lordfhip then informed them, that if he was. attended | 
by lefs than 20,000 men on the appointed day, he would 
not prefent their petition. He alfo dire&ed that they. 
fhould be formed in four divifions, three of which 
were to anfwer to their belonging either to London, to, 
W eftminfter or Southwark, the fourth was to be com~ 
pofed wholly of his own countrymen the Scots, refident 
in London and its environs. To prevent miftakes, the | 

_. whole were to be diftinguifhed by blue cockades. : 

June The grand divifions of the afiociators being drawn by | 

a Pa routes from the rendezvous, filled the wa $s 
through which they marched in ranks, with a multicude 
that excited wonder and alarm. When arrived at 
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he place of deftination, they occupied the ftreets and 1780, 
wenues to both houfes, and foon began to compel the 
nembers to cry out— no popery,” to wear blue cock- 
des, and fome to promife their affiftance for the repeal 
a the new popery act as they called it. Upon the ap- 
nearance of the prelates and court lords, their violence 
ncreafed to the higheft pitch ; and feveral of them were 
reated with the greateft indignities: the lives of two 
vere in imminent danger. It is impoffible to defcribe 
1¢ aftonifhment, fenfe of degradation, horror and dif- 
ip which prevailed in both houfes. Mean while lord 
seorge Gordon having obtained leave to bring up the 
etition, afterward moved for its being taken into con- 
|deration. This brough t on a’ debate, and the affocia- 
irs being in poffeffion of the lobby, the’ commons 
ere eke confined for feveral hours before they could 
vide on the queftion, The arrival of the magiftrates 
ad guards having removed the impediment, it was re- 
&ed by a majority of 196 to fix only. Before the 
fing of the houte, feveral Par ties filed off, and pro- 
ded to the demolition of the infides of the chapels 
‘longing to the Sardinian and Bavarian minifters.. The 
mmons adjourned to the 6th; but the lords met on 
le following day, and agreed on an addref§ requefting 
€ king to give immediate orders for profecuting the 
Wthors and abettors of the outrages. On the ath the 
Job affembled in and about Moorfields, and repeated 
eir outrages on 2 Romifh chapel and fchool in the 
ighbourhood. The military were prefent, having | 
en fent for; but ‘the lord mayor, through timidity, 
suld neither order them to a, nor venture to inter- 
e peach the civil power that attended him, Toward. 
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178° the evening of the next day, different parties collected} 
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and attacked various houfes. Between twelve and one}! 
o’clock at night, a lar ge body affernbled before Sir George|’ 
Saville’s houfe, and after breaking all the windows, ‘ftrip-} 
ped it of the mott valuable furniture, which ney burnt} 


They difperfed on the arrival sof a 
B | 


before the door. 


party of horfe. | 
_ About two hundred members had the courage to make) 
through the vaft crowds that) 


their way into the houtfe, 
filled the ftreets, and that were interlaced and furround- 
ed by large detachments of the military on foot nd 
horfeback, They pafled fome refolutions ; but intelli, 
gence being received of the conflagrations ‘which wer i 
commenced in the city, a hafty adjournment took place! 
Some of the lords met, but foon adjourned to the rgth| 
It was obferved of the mob which furrounded the par-} 
liament houfe this day, that it confifted of different perfons' 
from thofe who attended the petition on the Friday, be- 
ing compofed almoft wholly of men and boys of the 
loweft rank. Early in the afternoon, the keeper of 
Newgate was informed by a {mall party, that the jai’ 
would be forced open, if the rioters confined in it, were’ 
not releafed at a certain hour when applied for. He 
acquainted Ins civil fuperiors with it, who negleéted the 
precaution of fending a few armed men, he with @ 
fafficient ftock of powder and ball might, from the: top 
of the prifon walls, have defended it againft all the rioters. 
About feven in the evening, they came and demended 
the releafe of their eg ; which not being com! 
“plied with, they took all the jailer’s furniture, piled i 
before the prifon door and burned it: they alfo fired hi 
houfe, carried off their comrades in triumph, fet at Ii 
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| bert'y all the other prifoners to the number of about 300, 1780, 
and ‘fired the infide of the jail which was wholly con- 
famed. They afterward went to New-prifon Clerken- 
well, and to Clerkenwell Bridewell, and releafed the fe- 
veral prifoners at thefe places. From the moment that 


ithe great number of prifoners was let loofe, the fpint 
of the depredations took a different turn. Religion was 
no longer the fole fubjeé&t of refentment; the jails, the 
police, and plunder were alfo incentives. A party ap- 
peared before juftice Fielding’s houfe about midnight, 
and. breaking into every room, feized all they could 
meet with, brought the fame into the ftreet, and mak- 
ing three fires, the whole was confumed. Another party 
jwent to lord Mansfield’s. All the furniture, his lord- 
fhip’s invaluable papers and library of books, his pic- 
tures, and every moveable, was brought into the {treet 
and burnt; after which the houfe itfelf was fet on fire. 
A party of the guards fired on the mob feveral times, 
and a few were killed and feverai wounded ; but the con- 
flagration was not thereby prevented, nor would the 
rioters difperfe till the deftruction was completed. Many 
Jother houfes belonging to papifts were alfo deftroyed. 
The direGtors of the bank took the precaution to ob- 
toe in time a party of foldiers to fecure that grand re- 
pofitory of the national treafure: which was a happy cir- 
}cumftance, as the attention of the mob was invited to- 
: ‘ei it by a paragraph in one of the public papers, 
mentioning that the papifts had carried all their plate to _ 
\the bank for fecurity : though this was falfe, the affer- 
} don was calculated to produce the fame effects as if true. 
It is faid, that the officer who commanded ‘the foldiers 
was jealous, whether he could depend upon them in 
Be 2 cafe 
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iy8o.cafe of an emergency, becaufe of their being chiefly} 
Scotch, and poffeffing the national bigotry of their coun.) 
try againft the act for relieving the papitts. He -wast 
glad when freed from his apprehenfions, by the arrival, 
of the militia in the metropolis. _ | | 


_ The houfe of commons met at twelve, but inflantly| 
adjourned to the 19th. Though the military were pour-| 
ing into the town on every fide, the mob continued,| 
a even during the day time, in different. parties. In the|; 
evening and night, the capital exhibited fach a dreadful] 
ipectacle of calamity and horror, and experienced fuch} 
real danger, terror and diftrefs, as it had never before} 
By known. A vaft number of rioters afembled before the} 
Fleet prifon in the evening, and fet fire to its different! 
apartments, fo that it was wholly confumed, A party 
went from thence and burnt the diftilleries and dwels; 
lings of Mr. Langdale in Holborn, who was a Roman | 
catholic. The flames communicated to a number of | 
adjacent houfes, which were alfo confumed. Another | 
party repaired to the King’s-bench prifon, which was | 
burned after the prifoners had removed their effects, _ A 
different party that had affembled to the eatt of the city; 
and had burnt fome houfes in W hitecrofs-ftreet, Hound. ; 
ditch, &c. proceeded into it, and down Threadneedle: | 
{treet with an intent of attacking the bank, but were 
fired upon by the foldiers, who killed feveral, and drove 
the reft back. Government obferving that the magifs 
tracy of the city did not exert theméelves in {uppreffing | 
the riots (though individuals united in forming a milis | 
«tary affociation which was of fervice) orders were iffued 
from the adjutant-general’s office, in obedience to an or= 
der of the king’s council, for the military to ac with= , 
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out waiting for direCtions from the civil magiftrates, and 


to ufe force for difperfing the illegal and tumultuous 


} afflemblies of the people. When once the troops began 
to act with vigor agreeable to thefe orders, the different 


mobs were fpeedily fuppreffed, and the rioters {cattered. 


But in the effecting of this fervice, 210 were killed, and 
248 wounded, 75 of whom have died in hofpitals. 


Durine the nicht, the city was beheld from one {pot 
=) ‘o) af s 


as reported, blazing in thirty-fix different parts.. Some 


of thefe conflagrations were truly tremendous from their 
magnitude. Of thefe, the burning remains of New- 
gate, the King’s-bench prifon, the new Bridewell in St 


George’s-fields, the Fleet prifen, and the houfes and 
| great diftilleries of Mr. Langdale, prefented {pectacles of 
\the moft dreadful nature. The natural darknefs of the 


night, the gleam of the diftant fires, the dreadful fhouts 


of the rioters in different quarters, the frequent firings 
‘of the foldiers, and the groans of the dying, formed 
altogether é fcene fo dreadful that no defcription can — 


eafily reach. 
London the next day prefented in many places, the 


‘image of a city recently ftormed and facked. All bufi- 


nefs was at an end; houfes and fhops were fhut up; the 


Royal Exchange, other public buildings, and the ftreets, 


were poffefled and occupied by the troops; ruins were 
fill burning and fmoking; and a dreadful void and 


\filence reigned, where fcenes of the greateft hurry, and 
|noife, and bufinefs were habitual. From this day the 


riots were totally at an end, and every thing remained 
quiet. A number of perfons were taken up ; and about 


1 Gve o’clock in the afternoon of Saturday the roth, lord 
George Gordon was fecured, conyeyed to the horfe 
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1780.euards, and between nine and ten conducted to the 


, ‘ ¥ i 


Tower. 


‘The news of the taking of Charleftown artived very 
June opportunely for miniftry a few days after, and ferved in. 
cis a confiderable degree to erafe the memory of paft dif 


pointments, and to revive all the fanguine hopes of the | 
fpeedy fubjugation of the United States. But it did not 


prevent adminiftration’s being feverely cenfured on ac- | 
count of the preceding difturbances. The mifchiefs 
that had happened were charged to their negleét and de- | 
lay, in not calling forth the civil power in time, and 


i not employing the military until it was too late. The 


cenfure paffled upon them was amply counterbalanced 
by other effects that the riots produced. The fcenes of | 
enormity exhibited by the rioters, ftruck all men with 
horror ; and infpiring a prevailing dread of popular meet- 
ings, however peaceable or legal, threw a general damp. | 


on all endeavours whatever far reformation. ‘Thus the 


caufe of miniftry was eventually ftrengthened by a moth | 


difgraceful tumult, which for a while appeared to threate 
the fabverfion of all government. 


Notwithftanding Sir George Rodney’s fuccefS in. Ja 


ni 


i 


nuary, the fiege of Gibraltar has been continued. The 


vigilance. and induftry of the Spaniards, in their endea- 
vours to cut off all relief by fea, were redoubled ; and 
the difficulty of fupplying the garrifon was oa 
increafing. They attempted by means of feven — fire | 


{hips to burn the Panther and Experiment men of 


and a royal floop that lay in the bay; of which ‘the 
Britith commanders had not the {mallet notice, till be | 
were alarmed at one in the morning of June the 7th, 


by the approaching flames of the burning vefféls. Th 
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captains with the. moft immediate prefence of mind, in- 1780, 


{tantly manned their boats; and the officers and feamen 


| with their ufual intrepidity, met and grappled the fire- 
} thips; and then amid the burfting of fhells, and the 


horrors of a fcene teeming with deftruction, boldly tow- 
ed them off, and ran ‘them on different parts of the 
fhore, after much labor and expence had been beftowed 
upon their equipment. 

The emprefs of Ruffia, having accompanied the great 
duke and duchefs on their way to make the tour of 
Europe, proceeded, according to a concerted appoint- 


ment, to Mokilow in Poland, where fhe had an inter- 


view with the emperor of Germany in the month of 
June. After fome ftay there, the emperor accompanied 
the Czarina on her return to Peterfburgh. When he 
had continued for a while in that city, he returned to 
Vienna, and was vifited by the prince royal of Pruffia. 
The king of Sweden made a vifit about the fame time 
fo Holland. ~~ 

Admiral Geary failed from Spithead early in June 
with 23 fhips of the line, and was afterward joined by 
five or fix more; but he was not in time to prevent the 
junction of the French fleet from Breft with the Spa- 
niards at Cadiz, by which the two nations have acquired 
fuch a fuperiority as affords them the apparent dominion 
of the European feas. The admiral however on the 4th 
of July, fell in with a rich convoy from Port au Prince, 


| of which he took 12 merchantmen ; the reft, with the 


fhips of war, efcaped. 

- July 16, the Belle Poule frigate, commanded by the 
chevalier Kergariou, was taken by the Nonfuch of 64 
puns, Sir James Wallace captain, after an obftinate de- 
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1780, fence of more than two hours. The chevalier and 24 
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~ men were killed; and about 40 wounded. 


Mr. John Eee and Mr. Francis Dana his fereay, | | 


arrived in Spain about the middle of laft December, after — 


avery narrow efcape. The frigate on board of which | | 


they were, it was thought would have foundered at fea _ 


in. lefs than forty-eight hours more. After a fhort™ flay i | 
they proceeded to France.. Mr. Adams is now at Am- — 
fterdam, where he will undoubtedly employ his abilities || 


; | 


in forwarding a treaty of commerce between the United * 


Provinces of Holland, and the United States of Ame- 


rica, which has been in agitation now near upon two — 


years. As Mr. William Lee, whom congrefs had ap- 


pointed commiffioner to the courts of Vienna and Ber- 


lin, was on his way to the laft city, with his fecretary — 
Mr. Samuel W. Stockton, he accidentally put up at an 
hotel in Aix-la-Chapelle, where Mr. John de Neutville _ 


happenedto be, who hearing of them, and learning that they 


were Americans, joined company withthem. Mr.deNeuf- © 


ville difcourfed upon the fubject of a commercial treaty. 


Mr. Lee had no powers to negotiate or fign any thing _ 
of the kind with the province or ftates of Holland: but 


he and his fecretary agreed between themfelves, that the 
meafure fhould be ventured upon, could it be executed, 
as they had no doubt of its meeting with the approba- 
tion of congrefs. Mr. de Neufville confulted Mr. Van 


Berkel, the counfellor and penfionary of Amfterdam, q 


and having received his directions proceeded to fign on 


the 4th of September 1778, the plan of a treaty of q 
amity and commerce, as deftined to be concluded here. 
after between the ftates of Holland and the United 


Piatet of America, Mr, de Neufville, being pene 


: 


the war with vigor in North Carolina and Virginia the 73 


> againft America; but all will notdo. France and Spain 
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authorized by the regency of Amfterdam, further en- 178° 
gaged, that as long as America fhobld not act contrary 
to the intereft of the ftates of Holland, the city of Am= 
fterdam would never adopt any meafure that might tend 
to oppofe the intereft of America, but would on the 
contrary ufe all its influence upon the {tates of the feven 
United Provinces of Holland, to effec& the defired con- - 
nection. Though feveral copies of the plan were early 
fent to America, and the whole bufinefs has been for 
fome time known to many, yet it appears to be fill 
concealed from the Britifh adminiftration ; while it is 
evidently different with refpect to fome of their coun- 
cils) Mr. Adams wrote to congrefs from Amfterdam 
on the 23d of Auguft—“ Orders are fent to profecute Aug, 


enfuing fall, winter and fpring. Britain will yield to 
France and Spain very great things to carry their point 


are now refponfible for their conduct to the reft of Eu- 
rope; befides, the feparation of America from England, 
is an object of more prefling importance than any concef- 
fions England can make them.” 


1 et kL absch, tt XII. 
Roxbury, Fan. 1%, Br. 


HE military operations in South Carolina require 
an immediate detail. Col. Sumpter at the head 
of his party, made a fpirited, though unfuccefsful attack 
| 


4.28 THE HISTORY OF THE: 


1780.0n the Britifh poft at Rocky-mount on the 3oth of | 
July. He marched in queft of other royal detachments 1) 
without delay, and on the 7th of Auguft fucceeded in | 
an attack on their poft at the Hanging-rock, where was. | 
a confiderable force of regulars and tories. The prince | 
of Wales’s regiment, which defended the place, was | 
nearly annihilated; and a large body of tories, that had | 
advanced from North Carolina under col. Brian, was | 
completely difperfed. Col. Sumpter’s party was fo fhort || 
of ammunition, that when the action commenced, not 
a man of it had more than ten bullets. In the latter 
part of the fight, the arms and ammunition taken from _ 
the Britifh iil tories who fell in the beginning,, were 


a 


turned againtt their affociates, = il 


It being known that an American army was anole i | 
ing from the northward for the relief of their fouthern — | 
brethren, the whig militia, on the extremities of the Wl 
-ftate, formed themfelves into fmall parties under leaders :) 
of their own choice, and at times attacked detachments 
of the Britifh army, but moft frequently thofe of their — | 
own countrymen, who were turning out as a royal mi- 
litia. Thefe American parties feverally ated from their | 
own impulfe, and fet themfelves to oppofe the Britifh, — | 
without either the knowledge of each others motions, or 
any preconcerted general plan. Col, Williams, of the diftri@ 
of Ninety Six, was particularly indefatigable in collecting 
and animating the friends of congrefs in that fettlement; _ 
and.with thefe he frequently haraffed the conquerors. = 
A confiderable number of North Carolina militia rool | 


ee ee ee ee 


on the et of rate that ab might be in feadinet tol | 
ee with the continental army. On the approacl ar 


Charlotte, where a magazine, hofpital, and if neceflary 


| eee 
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of the Americans, major M‘Arthur, who commanded 178% 
on the Peedee, called in his detachments, abandoned 
his poft on the Cheraw hill, and marched directly to 
join the main body of the royal army at Camden. On 
the day the Britifh relinquifhed this part of the country, 
the inhabitants, diftreffed by their depredations, and dif- 
eufted with their conduct, generally took arms. Lord 
Nairne and 106 Britifh invalids, going down the Pee- 
dee, were made prifoners by a party of the Americans 
commanded by major Thomas, who had been lately 
received as loyal fubjeéts. A large boat coming up 
from George-town, well ftored with neceffaries for ma- 
jor M‘Arthur’s party, was feized for the ufe of the Ame- 
rican army. All the new made Britith militia officers, 
excepting col. Mills, were made prifoners by their own 
men. The retreat of the Britifh from their out-pofts to 
Camden, and the advance of the American army, join- 
ed-to the impolitic condué& of the conquerors toward 
their new fubjeéts, concurred to produce a general re- 
volt in favor of congrefs. | 
. On the 28th of July (the day after the American yyy 
“army encamped at Spink’s farm on the road to Cam- 25. 
den) col. Otho H. Williams repeated to gen. Gates the 
advice he had given in fubftance to baron de Kalb more 
than a fortnight before ; which was to deviate from the 
direé&t road: to Camden—to order gen. Cafwell ‘to join 
him at the mouth of Rocky river on Peedee, and from 
thence to fend his heavy baggage, women and invalids 
to Salifbury (a day’s march higher up the country) and 
there eftablifh an hofpital and magazines-—-to march all 


his effective troops from the mouth of Rocky riveg to 


an, 
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1780 an armory might be fecurely eftablifhed—and from Char- & 


lotte to march by way of Waxhaws toward Camden. 
By this route the army might have proceeded without 
impediment through a well cultivated country, whofe 
inhabitants were attached to the common caufe. Ma- 
gazines and hofpitals might have been eftablifhed- in 
the rear, fecure from furprife, and dire€tly upon the 
old trading road from Philadelphia to Charleftown, by 
which the fupplies from the north might have followed _ 
the army without danger. ‘Not only fo, but the army 
would have been followed by numerous bands of faith- 
ful friends, able and willing both to furnith fupplies and 
to affift with arms, inftead of being encompafied with a 
hoft of fugitive tories, whofe poverty afforded no fub- 
fiftence, and whofe perfidy prevented fecrecy. A coun- 
cil was called upon the occafion; but the opinion did 
not prevail: the firft motives preponderated, and the 
army purfued the direct route for Camden. It was join- 
ed by heut. col. Porterfield, an officer of diftinguifhed 
merit, with about 100 Virginia foldiers. He had by his 
fingular addrefs and good condutt, found means, not 

only to avoid the haplefs fate of the other corps which 
had retreated after the furrender of Charleftown; but to 
fubfift his men, and keep up the femblance ofa poffef 
fion of that part of South Carolina. 

The army foon felt the fearcity of provifions ; and 
their fatigue, fatting x and repeated difappointments as to 
fupplies, fo we ed them, that their murmurs be- 
came very audible. ‘The afpect of mutiny was almoft 
in every countenance; but as there was no object to be 
feized upon or facrificed, the conciliating arouments of 
the officers, who fhared the’ calamity without difcrimi- 
nation, 
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nation, induced the foldiers te forbear and rely upon 178, 


legal expedients and a good providence for fuccour. The 
principal means of fubfiftence found on the march were 
lean cattle accidentally picked up in the woods. Meal 
and flour were fo very fcarce, that the whole army was 
obliged to make ufe of green corn and peaches, as the 
beft fubfticutes for bread the country afforded. Dyfen- 
tries afflicted the troops in confequence of fuch diet. It 
was however the leaft of two evils. They had no other 


relief from famine, which added to the intenfe heat of 


the feafon, and unhealthinefs of the climate, threatened 


deftruction to the army. Starvation became a cant ' 


term upon the occafion. Perhaps the burlefque intro- 
duced by the ignorance of fome and the policy of others, 
to {how a contempt for their fufferings, contributed not 
a little to the refolute ftoutnefs that now difcovered itfelf. 


In the afternoon of the 5th of Auguft, the American Au 


general was informed from gen. Cafwell, that he meant 
to furprife or attack a poft of the enemy, on little Lynch’s 
creek. This made Gates the more anxious for a yunc- 
tion, as he apprehended fome injudicious adventure might 
deprive him of the affiftance which the militia were ca- 
pable of affording. The next morning intelligence ar- 
rived from the fame authority, which increafed his 
anxiety to a painful degree, it was, that the enemy jut 
mentioned, meditated an attack upon the militia in their 
encampment. Such a fhow of enterprife, and fuch 
marks of intimidation—fuch a contrariety of intentions 
and apprehenfions perplexed the commanding officer, 


and made the junction ftill more defirable. Gates there- 


fore gave orders for the troops to clean their arms and 
to have every thing ready for action; and then proceed- 
ed 


be 


432 THE HISTORY OF THE 


1780. ed with his deputy adjutant general and aids to the ens 
~ campment of the militia, whom he found to be a fine 
body of men, deficient only in difcipline and military 
arrangements. Whether Cafwell found his vanity gra- 
tified in a feparate command, or withed to precipitate 
the army into an action with the enemy, .was not difco- 
verable: the fact is, he poftponed a junction until he faw 
the perplexity and danger in which his ambition or in- 
difcretion had involved the army. ‘When it was too late 
for meafures to be changed, he complied more through 

neceffity than inclination. | 
ies At Deep-creek the troops received a fupply of good 
beef, and half a pound of Indian corn meal per man, 
They eat their mefs ; drank of the ftream contentedly ; 
and the next day with great cheerfulnefs marched to the 
Crofs-roads, where they were joined by the militia, and 
the whole were encamped together, A good under- 
{tanding appeared to fubfift among the officers of all 
ranks, and the common foldiers vied with each other-in 
fupporting their fpirits and defpifing their fatigues, which 
they appeared to forget. The expectation of this junc- 
tion had induced the commanding officer of the poft on 
Lynch’s creek to retire the day before, under the matfk 
of offenfive operations, which caufed the alarm above 

related. | 

Being now in a country of Pine-barrens, sls it 
Gaatails and impenetrable fwamps, unable to collect 
provifions and forage from the lower and more fertile 
parts of the country, which were covered by the ene- 
my’s advanced pofts, the army could not remain more 
than a day inthis fituation, though a large reinforee- 
ment of militia from Virginia was expected every hour. 
3 + Gates 
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__ Gates therefore prefled forward ; and finding the enemy !78¢. 
. difpofed to difpute his paffage of Lynch’s creek, while 
he kept up an appearance of taking that route, he 
marched the army by the right toward Clermont (bet- 
ter known by the name of Rugeley’s mills) where the 
enemy hada fmall gargifon. His intentions being dif 
covered, both pofts were abandoned with fome precipi- 
tation on the 1ith, the officers fearing either that their 12. 
march to Camden would be intercepted; or that they 
fhould be attacked on their retreat, Lord Rawdon, 
who commanded the advanced pofts of the Britith ar. 
my, affembled all his forces at Camden, and faffered 
gen. Gates, without any material interruption, to con- 
duct his army to Clermont about 13 miles from Cam- 
Gen; where his troops eneamped on the 13th. The next 1 34 
day brigadier gen. Stevens arrived with a_refpectable 
reinforcement of 700 Virginia militia, An exprefs alfo 
arrived the fame day from col, Sumpter, who reported 
to Gates, that a number of ‘the South Carolina militia 
had’ joined him on the welt fide of the Waterce; and 
that an efeort of clothing; armmunition and other ftores 
for the garrifon at Camden; was on the way from Charlef- 
| town, and mutt pafs the Wateree at a ferry about a mile 
from Camden, under cover of a fmall redoubt occu- 
pied by the enemy, on the oppofite bank of the river. 

A detachment of the Maryland line, confifting of 
100 regular infantry and a company of artillery, with 
«wo brafs field pieces, and 300 North Carolina militia, 
were immediately forwarded under the command of 
heut. col. Woolford to join col. Sumpter, who had or- 
ders to reduce the redoubt and intercept the convoy. 
Gen. Gates was preparing at the fame time to advance 

Vor. III, Pr fall 
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1780 fill ‘nearer to Carden, and if neceffary, to take a pofi- 


tion on fome good grounds in its vicinity: but he was 
not without hope that lord Rawdon would evacuate that 
poft as he had the others; and if he fhould not, the 
profpect was; that the niultitudes of militia expected 
from the upper counties would cut off his fupplies from: 
all quarters, and leave the garrifon an ealy prey to the 
army. After making fome convenient arrangements, 
having the arms cleaned, and diftribating fome provi- 
fions, which had been collected, Gates convened his 
eeneral officers, of which grade there were not lefs than 
Fhisiéath in that little army, the militia brigades of North 
Carolina having far more than fufficient; and after a 
conference with them, he directed the deputy adjutant 
general, col. Williams, to iffue the following orders, 
with the intention as well to take advantage of the time 
when col. Sumpter was to execute hi§ enterprife, as to 
be prepared for action himfelf, in cafe it fhould be of- 
fered— Camp, Clermont, sth of Auguft, 1780. 
After general orders. The ick, the extra-artillery ftores, 


the heavy baggage, and fuch quarter mafter’s ftores as — 


“So 
are not immediately wanted, to march this evering, 


under a guard, to Waxhaws. ‘To this order the gene- 
ral requefts the brigadiers general, to fee that thofe under 


their command pay the moft exact and ai: atten- 


tion.” 


brigade under gen. Stevens: he will direct, as any de- 
ficiency happens in the artillery affixed to the other bri- 


_ gades, to fupply it immediately; his military ftaff and 


«¢ Tjeut. col. Edmonds, with the remaining cuns of © 
the park, will take poft and march with the, Virginia 


é ” 
SS 


a proportion of his officers, with forty of his men,aré | 


ftom 


bin) st 2, 7’ Se etre apes. ‘i 
ES Ne BASSE Sa SRE Saya ine ara R SUGS IS gas PSR ENR Us NS ARR arg OE LG 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


t6 await him and attend his orders. The troops will be 1789 


feady to march precifely at ten o’clock in the following 
order, viz. Col. Armand’s advance+—Cavalry com- 
manded by col. Armand—=Col. Porterfield’s light in- 
fantry upon the right flank of col. Armand; in Indian 
file, 200 yards from the road—-Major Armftrong’s light 
infantry in the farne order as col. Porterfield’s; upon the 
left fank of the legion:-—Advance guard of foot, com- 
poted of the advanced picquets—Firtt brigade of Mary- 
land—Second brigade of Maryland—Divifion of North 
Carolina—Virginia divifion:—Rear cuard++Volunteer 
eavalry upon flanks of the baggage equally divided. 
In this order the troops will proceed on their march 
this night. In cafe of an attack by the enemy’s cavalry 
in front, the light infantry upon each flank will inftantly 
march up; and give and continue the moft galling fire 
upon the enemy’s horfe. “ This will enable col. Armand 
not only to fupport the fhock of the enemy’s charge, 
but finally to rout them: The colonel will therefore 
confider thé order to ftand the attack of the enemy’s 
cavalry, be their number what they may, as pofitive.” 

© General Stevens will immediately order one captain, 
two lieutenants, one enfign, three fergeants, one. drum 
and 60 rank and file, to join col. Porterfield’s infantry : 


thefe are to be taken from the moft experienced woodf- 


men, and men every way fitteft for the fervice. Gen; 
Catwell will likewife complete major Armitrong’s light 
infantry'to their original number: thefe muft be imme- 
diately marched to the advanced pofts of the army.” 
“The troops will obferve the profoundeft filence upon 
their march, and every foldier who offers to Gre without 
the command of his officer muft be inftantly put to 

+ Ff a2 | death. 
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t780sdeath. ‘When the ground will admit of it, and the near 
approach to the enemy renders it neceflary, the army 
will (when ordered) march in columns. ‘The artillery 
at the head of their refpective brigades, and the baggage 
in the rear, The guard of the heavy baggage will be 
compofed of the remaining officers and foldiers of the | 
artillery, one captain, two fubalterns, four fergeants, 
one drum and fixty rank and file; and no perfon what- 
ever is to prefume to fend any othér foldier upon that 
fervice. All bat-men, waiters, &c, who are foldiers 
taken from the line, are forthwith to join their regiments, 
and act with their mafters while they are upon duty— 
The tents of the whole army to be ftruck at tattoo.” 

_ When the deputy adjutant general received thefe or- 
ders, he fhowed Gates an. abftraét of the field returns 
of the different corps, which he had juft been digefting 
into a general return. From thence it appeared, that 
the whole American army, officers mcluded, amounted 
only to 3663 (exclufive of tl the troops detached to col. 
Sumpter) befide col. Porterfield’s and major Armftrong’s 
light infantry, amounting to 250, and col. Armand’s 
legion to 120, altogether 370; and a few volunteer 
cavalry, There were about goo continental infantry, 
rank and file; and 70 cavalry. This force was inferior 
to what the general imagined: his plan however was 
adopted, and he thought it too late to retreat; The 
army marched about ten at night, and had proceeded 
to within half a mile of Sander’s creek, about half way 
to Camden, when a firing commenced in front. 

» Lord Cornwallis, unknown to gen. Gates, arrived 
the day before at Camden. His inferior force, confifting 
of about 1700 infantry and joo cavalry, would have 
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—juftified a retreat: but confidering that no probable 1789. 
events of an action could be more injurious to the royal 
intereft than that meafure, he refolved upon taking the 
firft good opportunity of attacking the Americans; and 
learning that the fituation of their encampment at Cler- 
mont was difadvantageous, he marched about the fame 

| time the Americans did, with a full determination to 

| attack them in their camp at day break. About half 4,,, 

an hour paft two in the morning, the advanced parties 1 

of both armies met in the woods, and a firing com- 

menced. Some of the cavalry of Armand’s legion be- 
ing wounded by the firft fire, threw the others into dif- 
order, and the whole recoiled fo fuddenly, that the firft 

Maryland regiment, in front of the column, was broken, 

_ and the whole’ line of the army thrown into a general 

 gonfternation. ‘This firt impreffion ftruck deep, The 

| light infantry however executed their orders; and parti- 
cularly thofe under Porterfield behaved with fuch {pirit, 
that the enemy was no lefs furprifed at this unexpected 
meeting. A few prifoners were taken on both fides, by 

whofe information the refpective comrnanders derived a 

knowledge of circumftances, of which both, til then, 

wereignorant. Porterfield, in whofe abilities and activity 

Gates had juftly placed great dependance, received a 

mufket ball, which fhattered the bones of his leg, and 

| was under the neceffity of fubmitting to be carried into 
| the rear. A part of the light infantry full kept their 
ground, and being fupported by the van-guard and the 

| legion infantry, which difcovered mach bravery, the 

American army foon recovered its order. Cornwallis 

alfo kept his ground; and frequent fkirmifhes enfued 

during the might, with fcarce any other effect than to 
| | ; Asana difcover 
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378% difcover the fituation of the armies, to evince the in- 


tentions of the generals, and to ferve as a: prelude to 
What was to occur in the morning. 

Immediately after the alarm, the American army was 
formed in the following manner—the fecond Maryland 
brigade, under gen. Gift, on the right of the line, 
flanked by a morafs ;—-the North Carolina diyifion, un- 
der gen, Cafwell, in the centre je—and the Virginia bri- 
gade, under gen. Stevens, on the left, flanked by the 
North Carolina militia light infantry and a morafs; thus 
both flanks were well covered. The artillery was pofted 
on the moft advantageous ground, near the main road, 
which was about the centre of the line. Col. Armand’s 
corps was ordered to the left, to fupport the left fank, 
and oppofe the -enemy’s cavalry, Baron de Kalb com- 
randed on the right of the line; and gen. Smallwood 
the firft, Maryland brigade, which was potted as a COrps- 


de-referve two or three hundred yards in the rear. 


Gates then called his general officers together, and de- 
fired col. Williams to communicate the information 
which he had collected from the captives, which being 
done, the general: faid, « Gentlemen, you know our 
fituation, what are your opinions ?” Gone Stevens an- 
fwered,. *§ It is now too late to retreat.’ ‘Silence en 
fuing, and no reply being made, the general, after a 
paufe, pronounced, ‘¢ Then we mutt fight ; gentlemen, 
pleafe to take your polts,” No more was faid in council: 
but it was afterward declared to be the private opinion 
of fome then prefent, that it was injudicious to rik a 
general battle, and th jat a retreat was by no mean im- 
practicable, “Tt was not to the credit of any officer to 


make fuch declaration. Whoever i is called toa gouncil 
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of war, and declines giving his own opinion if he has 1782 
any; aéts below the courage of a foldier, and fhould 
thenceforward fcreen either his cowardice or treachery, 
by keeping the matter a prosound fecret. 

_The Britifh army was thus difpoled —the divifion on 
the right confifted of a {mall corps of light infantry, the 
23d and 33d regiments under lieut. col. Weblter; —~the 
divifion on the left was formed of the volunteers of Ire- 


land, the infantry of the legion, and part of lieut, col. 
Hamilton’s North Carolina regiment, under lord Raw- 
don, with 2 fix and 2 three pounders, commanded by 
| fieut. M‘Leod ;—the 71ft regiment with a Gx pounder, 
/ compofed the referve,. one battalion in the rear of the 
right divifion, the other of the left;—and the cavalry 
of the legion was ftationed in the rear, clofe to the 7 1{t 


regiment... This difpofition was made at break of day: 

but before it took place the Britith appeared in column 
+ about 200 yards in front of the American artillery, while. 

gen. Gates was: with his corps-de-referve. Col.,.W ili. 
ams ordered the artillery to be fired upon them, which 
was inftantly obeyed ; and then went to inform Gates of 
| the occafion’ of the firing, and of the enemy’s having 
> the appearance of fpreading and forming a line by their. 
right, “« which,” faid the colonel, gives us a favor- 
able opportunity of commencing the ou of infantry 
with Stevens’s brigade.” ‘The general anfwered, “ Very 
proper, let it be done.” _Orders were immediately given 
| to Stevens, who advanced with his brigade in excellent 
order and with great alactity. The enemy had how- 
‘ever, formed their line before he got near enough for 
aétion. Both lines were advancing, and had come 
within firing diftance of each other, when Stevens, en- 


| Ff 4 couraging 
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1786. couraging his men, put them in mind of their bayone'~ 
which they had received only the day before 


Hi: calling out 
to them, “ My brave’ fellows, vou Habe bayonets as 


well as they, we'll chare S them.” Col. Williams had 
ice in fro of the brigade, from which he had 
taken 2° ‘ew volunteers, intending, by a partial fire, 
0 extort that of the enemy at fome diftance, in expec- 
tation that the miljtia would ftand the firft difcharge, 
and be brought to clofer a€tion with their loaded mufkets. 
But the advantage was loft. Lord Cornwallis obferving 
the movement of the Virginians under Stevens, gave 
orders to lieut. col. Webfter to begin an attack, The 
Britifh infantry upon that rufhed through the thin fire 
of the militia with great intrepidity, and furioufly charged 
the brigade with acheer, ‘The intimidated militia threw 
down moft of their arms, bayonets and all, and with 
the utmoft precipitation and trepidation fled from the 
field, and were followed by the North Carolina militia 
light 1 infantry. TD he whole North Carolina divifion being 
panic- -{truck, imitated the fhameful example ; except 
one regiment, commanded by col. Dixon, next in the 
line of battle to the continental regulars, which fired 
feveral rounds: indeed, gen. Gregory’s brigade, to 
which that regiment belonged, paufed longer than the 
others: but 2 at laft all fled, and the majority, without 
their arms, or firing a fingle fhot. It cannot appear 
exceffively ftrange, that fuch raw militia could not ftand 
before bayonets, when it-is confidered, that for fome 


time they had fubfifted on fruit fearcely ripe, without 


any regular rations of fleth, flour, or {pirituous liquors ; ; 
—that their ftrength and fpirits were deprefied by fuch 
preceding low regimen j—and that, after an unexpected 
meeting 
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-yneeting of the enemy, they had to lie for hours on 1780, 
their arms, attended with the apprehenfion of immediate 
danger, and the horrors of the night. 

All the militia who compofed the left wing and centre 
being routed, the fecond continental brigade, confifting 
of Maryland and Delaware troops, making the right 

_. wing, and the corps-de-referve, were left to fight or re- 

treat; but as they had no orders for the latter, they 

maintained their pofition with great refolution,-and gave 
the Britifh an unexpected check. The fecond brigade 
even gained ground, and took no lefs than 50 prifoners. 
But the corps-de-referve being confiderably out-flanked, 
were thrown into diforder: they were’ foon rallied by 
their officers, and Eieived the action with much fpirit. 
| Overpowered by numbers they were again broken: but 
the brave examples and exertions of the officers induced 
them to form afrefh, The gallantry of this corps co- 
vered, in a great meafure, the left of the fecond bri- 
gade, which was in a.manner blended with the enemy’s 
line on. their left, where the conflict was defperate. The 

Americans thinking themfelves matters of the field, 
difputed with the Britifh who fhould conquer and: retain 

- the other as prifoners of war. At length the enemy 

 direGting their whole force againft thefe two devoted 

corps, the fire of the mufketry became yet more. tre- 
mendous, and was continued with equal perfeverance 
| and obftinacy, till lord Cornwallis obferving that there 
was no cavalry oppofed to him, pufhed forward his 
| dragoons, and charging with his bayonets at the fame 
moment, put an end to the conteft. Never did men 
behave better than the continentals in the whole of the 
action ; but all sini ottl ad to rally the militia were inef- 
| | fectual. 
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1780. fectual,. Lieut. col. Tarleton’s legion .charged them as 


they broke, and purfued them as they were fleeing. 
Without having it in their power to defend themfelves, 
they fell in great numbers under the legionary fabres. 
General Gates was borne off the field by a torrent of 
difmayed militia. They conftituted fo great a part of 
his army, that when he faw them break and flee with 
fuch preeipitation, he loft every hope of victory; and 
his only care was, if poffible, to rally a fufficient num- 
ber, to cover the retreat of the regular troops: he re- 
tired with gen. Cafwell to Clermont, in hope Ke halting 


them at théir late encampment, But the further . 


fled, the more they difperfed, and the generals giving 
up all as loft, retired with a very few attendants. to. 
Charlotte.. On their retreat, an officer from col. Sump- 


ter overtook them, and reported to Gates, that, the’ - 


colonel had fucceeded fully in his enterprife the evening 
before againft: the enemy’s poft on the Wateree; had 
reduced the redoubt and captured the guard; and had 
intercepted the efcort with the {tores, which were. all 
taken, with about 40, waggons and upward of 100 pri- 
foners. Gates however could take no advantage of this. 
fuccefs : the ale were at his heels, and hjs victeriaus 


+ 


friends on the oppofite fide of_a river too diftant to. form | 


@ junction in time to prevent his fate.: 7 

Moft of the Virginia militia returned to Hilltborough 
by the route they came to camp; and gen. Stevens 
found. means to ftop a confiderable number at that place: 
but the term for which they. had taken the-field being 
“nearly expired, all who had not deferted were foon after- 
ward difcharged. The North Carolinians fled different 


ways, as their hopes led or their fears drove them; and. _ 
many 
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many were intercepted by their difaffeCted countrymen, 17806 
who but a few days before had generally fubmitted to Gates, 
by whom they were generoufly fent to their homes, upon 
a promife of remaining neuter or of following his co- 
lours. Several confiderable parties had actually taken 
|. ‘arms with a profefied defign of joining the Americans; 
but fo foon as they heard of their defeat, they became 
active in the purfuit of the fugitives, and killed or cap- 
tured all that came in their way. 

Baron de Kalb, while exerting himfelf with great 
_ bravery to prevent the defeat of the day, received eleveg 
wounds. His aid de camp, lieut. col. du Buyffon, em- 
_-braced him, announced his rank and nation to the fur- 
_ rounding foe, and begged that they would fpare his life. 
While he generoufly expofed himifelf to fave his friend, 
he received fundry dangerous wounds, and was taken 
” -prifoner, The baron expired in a fhort time, though 
| he received the moft particular affiftance from the Bri- 
| tih. He fpent his laft breath in dictating a letter, ex- 
preflive of the warmeft affection for the officers and men 
of his divifion-—-of the greateft fatisfa€tion in ‘the tefti- 
mony given’ by the Britith army of the bravery of his 
troops——of his being charmed with the firm oppofition 
they made to fuperior force, when abandoned by the reft 
of the army---of the infinite pleafure he received from 
the gallant behaviour of the Delaware regiment, and the _ 
companies of artillery attached to the brigades—and of 
the endearing fenfe he entertained of the merit of the 
whole divifion he commanded. ‘The congretfs refolved 
on the r4th of October, that a monument fhould be 
erected to his memory in Annapolis, the metropolis of 
Maryland, with a very honorable infcription.. Gen, 
| iy Rutherford 


3 
‘ 
x 
¥ 
Be | 
e 


eS 


Se oe 


Lines : 


ae are 
Se 


eae 
Sites se nes 
neh Son 


ae ee an ee 


Scr ot 


Soe et 


Soerem rs « 
See 
Lames 


malocen 


eee eS 


sta? 
nein 


Site 
Se 


See eee 


— 


a ne Ra 


= ; SN 
ss: a ggatt » fp —-, ae : 5 are 
2: sei POI OT cet - a me seit weet pt my z or cae 
See NDR ag ae og Ta a hig Sp onset wg Snaps SS ae Boers ss 


Saas 


tray 
Sage 


Bes eee: 


444, 


THE HPYIETOR Ys O F..- Pack 


4480, Rutherford furrendered to a party of the Britith legion, 


All the other general officers efcaped; but were fepa- 
rated from their refpective commands, and obliged to 
flee with precipitation, Eivery corps was broken, and 
difperfed through the woods, The bogs and brufh, 
which in a degree {creened them from the fury of their 
foes, laid them under the neceffity of feparating from 
each other. Major Anderfon of the 3d Maryland regi- 
ment, was the only infantry officer, whofe efforts. to 
rally the men, after the total rout, were in any degree 
effectual. A few individuals of feveral companies joined 
him at fome diftance from the field, and others added 
to that fmall number by falling into his ranks on the 
march. The removal of the heavy bageage to Wax- 
haws was delayed till the morning of the action, con- 
trary to Gates’s expres orders the day preceding: fo 
that the greateft part, together with all that followed the 
army, fell into the hands of the enemy, or was plun- 
déred ity the route by thofe who went off early, and 
could take time for fuch bafeness, A. general transfer 
of property took place: even that which efcaped the 
foe fell not again into the hands -of the right qwners, 
except fome {mall part of the officers baggage, which 
was recovered at Charlotte. The bageage wageons in- 
deed of gen. Gates and baron dé Kalb, being furnifhed | 
with ftout horfes: and clever drivers, who underftood 


their bufinefs and knew the roads, were fully preferved. 


All the baron’s baggage and papers were faved: as were 
Gates’s, and every paper and private letter of all the 
gentlemen belonging to his family. Phe purfuit was 
rapid for more than twenty miles; and fo great was thé 


ee! of the retreating troops eae cries of the mur- 
dered 
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dered in the rear; being echoed by the women and j7%0, 


wounded men with increafing terror) that at the 
diftance of forty miles; whole teams of horfes were cut 
out of the waggons to accelerate the flight. Many 
wounded officers and foldiers were got off by like expe- 
dients! fome of whom gave aftonifhing proofs of what 
pain, fatigue and want, the human conftitution can bear. 
The read by which the —_ fled; was covered with 
arms; baggage, the ‘fick, the ‘wounded, and the dead. 
Gates was perfuaded by all that he faw and heard, that 
the regular troops were entirely cut off, and the whole 
either killed or captured ; and that there was no profpec&t 
of collecting a force at Charlotte (where he arrived late 
inthe night) adequate to the defence of the country : 
he therefore left gen. Cafwell at \Charlotte to aflemble 
the militia of Mecklenburgh county, and proceeded 
with all poffible difpatch to Hillfborough; to devife fome 
plan of defence jin conjunction with the legiflative body 
of North Carolina. He confidered not, that by fhort- 
ening his journey, and remaining at Charlotte or Salif- 
bury, appearances would be lefs unfavorable to his 
perfonal reputation, though lefs beneficial to the public 
caufe. 

Lord Cornwallis’s victory was complete. The Ame- 
ticans loft eight field pieces, the whole of their artillery, 
with all their ammunition waggons, befide 150 cthers, 
a confiderable quantity of military ftores, and the greateft 
part of their baggage. The numbers flain cannot be 
precifely afcertained, no returns of the militia ever being 
made after the a€tion. Three hundred of the North 
~ €arolina militia, befide 63 wounded, were made pri- 
foners. Only three of the Virginia militia were left 

wounded 
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1780. wounded on the field of battle: owing to their taking 


no ftand, and being firft in fight, but few of them weré 

captivated;. From the abftraé&t of mufter and infpec- 
tion, taken at Fillfborough Oétober the 1ft, it appears 
that exclufive of baron de Kalb and “gen, Rutherford, 

the numbers of killed, captured and miffing, in the ac~ 

tions of the 16th and 18th, were 4 lieutenant colonels; 

3 majors, 14 captains, 4 captain lieutenants; 16 Heute 

nants; 3 enfigns, 4 ftaff, 78 fubalterns, and 604 rank 

and file. The inypoMbility of accounting with cértainty 

for thofe who fell in battle, and thofe who felk into the 

hands of the enemy, obliged the officers to make many 

miffing, who were probably killed, of prifoners: Though 

Cornwallis’s victory was complete, yet from the accounts 

which the Britith gave of the attion, it may be inferred 

that it was dearly bought. Gates apprehended early in 

September, that he had eftablifhed it as a certain fact, 
that more than soo of their old troops weré killed and 
wounded, 

On the 17th and 18th of Auguft, brigadiers Small- 
wood and Gift, with feveral other officers, arrived at 
Charlotte (full 80 miles from the place of action) wheré 
upward of a hundred regular infantry, col. Armand’s 
cavalry, and a major Davie’s fmall partizan corps of horfe 
from the Waxhaw fettlement had colleted. Smale 
wood had been feparated from the firft Maryland bri- 
gade, after the men had been engaged a while, by the 
interpofal of the enemy ; and finding it impraéticable to 


rejoin them, as well 4s apprehending they muft be over- 


powered and could not retreat, rode off for perfonal. 
fafety. The little provifion which the troops met’ with 


_ at Charlotte, proved a moft feafonable refrefhment. The 


droop- 


A MER LGAN “KE VOL U TION. 


drooping fpirits-of the officers began to’ revive; and 178% 


hopes were entertained, that a refpectable force might 
foon be again aflembled from the country mulitia, and 
from the aaah of col. Sumpter’s victorious ‘detach- 
ment, All thefe profpects however were foon obfcured; 
by intelligence on the 1gth of the complete difper- 
fion of that corps. On hearing of gen. Gates’s defeat, 

col. Sumpter began to retreat up the fouth fide of the 
Wateree, with ‘his prifoners and captured ftores. Lord 
Cornwallis on the morning of the 17th, di puadin Tarle- 


ton with his legion and a detachment of infantry, to 
purfue him. . This was done with fo much celerity and 


addrefs, that he was overtaken the next sath at \Eifhing- 
creek. The Britifh horfe rode into the camp before he 
was prepared for defence. ‘The Americans having been 

four days without fleep or provifions, were more obe- 
dient to the calls of nature, than attentive to her firft law 
of felf-prefervation. Col. Sumpter had taken every pru- 
dent precaution to prevent a furprife, but his videttes 
were fo fatigued that they neglected their duty. With 
much difficulty he got afew of his corps to make a fhort 
ftand, but the greater part fled to the river or to the 
woods. The Britifh prifoners, about 300, were all re- 
taken and conducted to Camden, The colonel loft all 
his artillery, and the whole detachment was either killed, 
captured or difperfed. no 
Every hope from that quarter being thus banifhed, 
and the militia not expected to affemble in lefs than three 
days, the officers and foldiers at Charlotte began to 
think their fituation again dangeroufly critical. . No-or- 
der had yet taken place among thofe who had fortuitoufly 
met there. The troops were half famifhed; and there 
was 
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a +780 was no ftore of provifions 1 in the town, which was oper 
oni all fides, and ne more deferifible than a plain. “There 
was nothing to.oppofe or impede the approach of thé 
hy enemy, for the Wateree was fordable. In faé there 
iii. were reafons fufficient to apprehend that the wretched 
remnant of an unfortunate army might be cut to pieces 


opinion, that no time fhould be loft in making a rétreat 
toward Salifbury ; and the whole were prepared to march 
at the moment when gen. Smallwood, who quartered at 
a fmall diftance from the town, came to take the com- 
mand. Col. Williams, the deputy adjutant general, and 
| one of the brigade majors, took the route toward Cam- 
den, to direct thofe coming that road to file off for Sa- 
iifbury, as alfo to get further intelligence of the enemy. 
The neceffary information was fent by exprefs to major 


whig families, and the whole tribe of the Catawba In- 
dians, in number about 300, of which there were about 
60 waitiors. “There was greater plenty of provifions in 
this part of the country, than in that through which the 
army had advanced. ‘he troops fupplied themfelves un- 


zines. In fuch circumftances a ftri&t. regularity could 


effects of the general diftrefs. 
A minute reprefentation of the retreat from Charlotte 


ednefs. Care, anxiety, pain, humiliation and dejection, 
poverty, hurry and confufion, promifcuoufly marked 
the fhiocking {cene. Painful objects prefented themfelves 
to view—feveral men without an arms=fome with but 
3 one 
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before night. The officers therefore were generally of | 


Anderfon.- The troops were followed by a number of 


der the direction of the officers, there being no maga-— 


not be preferved, and the inhabitants neceffarily felethe: 


to Salifbury, would be the image of complicated wretch- 


is 
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| @ne—and many ftanding in need of kind and powerful #78 
affiftance. 
The exertions of col. Williams of Ninety Six on the 
fide of congrefs have been already noticed; it muft now. 
be mentioned, that on the day Sumpter was furprifed, 
he engaged a confiderable party of Britifh and tories, 
at Muigrove’s mills on the Enoree river. On the 17th, 
he marched, with cols. Shelby and Clark, and a party 
of about 200 South Carolinians and Georgians, to attack 
a body of 200 tories. Thefe were reinforced at night 
_ by yoo more and 200 regulars. The next day they ad- 
vanced upon the whig party; every man of which was 
ordered to take his tree for defence, not to fire till the 
enemy was within 8 yards, and then to be fure of his 
object. A warm fire began: after a while the enemy 
was obliged to retreat, having 60 men killed moftly Bri- 
~tifh, and 70 wounded: the others had 3 killed and 8 
_ wounded. 
Major Anderfon, having obtained intelligence of lieut. 
col. Tarleton’s retiring after furprifing Sumpter, moved 
flowly in order to give the fugitive foldiers an opportu. 
nity of joining him; and continued his march toward 
Charlotte as the neareft place of repofe and refrefhment, 
of which his little party was in great want. From Char- fe 
 lotte the major fent an exprefs to gen. Smallwood at 
_ Salifbury, to inform him of his arrival, the firuation of 
the enemy, and the wifh of the people in that neigh- 


te 


bourhood, that he would continue with his party among, 
them. He alfo acquainted the general, that. it was the. 
requeft of the militia, that he would return and take the 
command of them, Cafwell having left Charlotte, be- 
fore the time appointed for their meeting. . ‘The gene- 
; MOL. Ll, Ge a ral. 


| — ree RE, a i LR Ae re Wiss 
I nates a ne ale —_ SoS TRE TATA TGR TNT TT LIT EEE NDT TT NN IST EIT UE TE PST TE IR DET Gi rt isc a e 


sr, 


Lora sae RES 
eee a 
er ¥ 


sence 


eS een anew 


Gener ee 
rene eee 


450 


PETER e, *- PIS ren a Ba nea aes 


7780.ral declined the honor of the invitation, confidering the 
- feeblenefs of his force, that the men were worn down with 


fatigue and fafting, were deftitute of all neceffaries, and 


therefore inadequate to the needful affiftance, in cafe 


the Britifh fhould advance. He fent aifo the particular 
friend of major Anderfon to haften his departure from 
Charlotte, and to condu& him to Salifbury, where he 
continued with the effective foldiers who had joined him 
from time to time. After the major’s arrival at Salif- 
bury, Smallwood received an order from Gates to ad- 
vance toward Hillfborough, which order he had antici- 
pated by having croffed the river before he received it, 
The troops were halted for a day or tw6 at Guildford 
court-houfe, and then upon frefh orders from Gates 
marched on to Hillfborough, where they arrived the 6th 
of September.’ A few officers: mas men had arrived 
there before by a different route * 

Lord Cornwallis, ional ar the combiner 
of his victory, was reftrained for fome time from pur- 
fuing his conquefts, through the lofs he had fuftained in 
the battle, the extreme heat of the weather, the fickli- 
nefs of the feafon, and the want of neceflary fupplies ; 
he therefore remained at‘Camden. But he difpatched 
proper people to North Carolina the day after the a¢tion, 


with directions to the royalifts to take arms and affemble : 


immediately; and promifed to march without lof& of 
time to their fupport. Tull he could advance toward 
that ftate, his attention was engaged in adopting mea- 
fures to crufh all future oppofition to the royal govern- 

* In compiling the above narrative from July the 28th, recourfe 


has been had to a detail of fats written by the deputy adjutant general, 
col, Otho H. Williams. 
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ment, which betrayed him into a ftill feverer policy than 1780 
had hitherto been adopted. 

On the 18th of Auguft, he thus addreffed lieut. col. Aug. 
Cruger, the commandant of the Britifh garrifon at Nine- 1° 
ty Six——“ IT have given orders that all the inhabitants of 
this province who had fubmitted, and who have taken 
a part in this revolt, fhould be punifhed with the greateft 
rigor, that they fhould be imprifoned, and their whole 
property taken from them or deftroyed. I have like- 
wife directed, that compenfation fhould be made out of 
their effects to the perfons who have been plundered 
and oppreffed by them. I have ordered; in the moft 
pofitive manner, that every militia man, who had bore 
arms with us, and had afterward joined the enemy, 
fhould be immediately hanged. I have now, Sir, only 
to defire, that you will take the moft vigorous meafures 
to extinguifh the rebellion, in the diftri@ in which you 
command, and that you will obey in the ftridteft man- 
ner, the dire&tions I have given in this letter, relative 
to the treatment of this country *.”” Similar orders were 
addreffed to the commanders of different pofts. Exe- 
cutions and feverities followed, which inftead of extin- 
guifhing what his lordfhip pronounces. rebellion, will 
only caufe it to’ rage in the breafts of the determined 
friends to congrefs, till it burfts forth with redoubled 
fury whenever a promifing opportunity offers. 

Notwithftanding the triumph of “the Britith arms in 
the conqueft, firft of the capital and then of the ftate of | 
South Carolina, feveral of the inhabitants, refpedtable 
for their numbers, but more fo for thew weight aes in- 


* 


* Tt was fent to gen. Greene as a genuine copy. of the aiden, by his 
lordfhip in a letter of December 27, 1780. 
Gp2 fluence, 
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1780 fuence, had continued firm to the cautle of indepen= 
dence: though reftrained by their paroles from doing 

" any thing injurious to the. intereft of his Britannic ma- 
jefty, yet by their filent example they had induced many 

to decline exchanging their paroles as prifoners, for the 
protection and privileges of Britith fubjeéts. To res 
move every bias of this kind, and to enforce a general 
fabmifion to royal government, lord Cornwallis gave 
orders to fend out of the ftate a number of fuch prin- 
cipal perfons, prifoners on parole in Charleftown, On 
Aug, the a7th of Augult, Chriftopher Gadfden efq; the heu- 
27° tenant governor, moft of the civil and militia officers; 
and fome others of the hearty friends of America, were 
taken early in the morning out of their houfes and beds 

‘by armed parties, and brought to the exchange, from 
‘whence when colleGted together, they were removed on 
board the Sandwich guardfhip, and from thence tranf- 
-ported in a few days to St. Auguftine. The manner 

in which the order was executed, was not lefs painful 

to the feelings of gentlemen, than the order itfelf was 
injurious to the rights of prifoners, entitled to the be~ 
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nefits of a capitulation. Guards were left at their re-, 
fpective houfes. The private papers of fome were exa- 
mined. Reports were immediately circulated to their 
difadvantage, and every circumftance managed fo as to 
induce a general belief, that they were all apprehended 
for violating their paroles, and for concerting a {cheme 
for burhing the town, and maffacreing the loyal fubjects. 
‘On the very day of their confinement, they remonttrated _ 
‘to lieut. col. Balfour, the commandant of Charleftown, - 
afferting their innocence, and challenging their accufers — 
to appeat face to face, with their charges againft thems — 
nee Tow 
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_ "To thisa meffage from the commandant was delivered 1780. 
officially, in which he acknowledged that this extraor- 
dinary ftep had been taken “ from motives of policy.” 
On the 1ft of Sept. gen. Moultrie, as the fenior contl= Sept. 
nental officer, that was a prifoner under the capitulation, "* 
demanded a releafe from the prifon-fhip of thofe gentle- 
men particularly, who were entitled to the benefit of that 
act; and requefted, that if the demand could not be 


complied with, he might have leave to fend an officer 


to congrefs to reprefent the grievance. The comman- 
dant, under the pretence that the terms of the letter 
| were very exceptionable and unwarrantable,. declined re-. 
| turning an anfwer;. and cleared himfelf of a bufinefs that 
he was not capable of defending, by declaring in a note 


from a major of brigade, that he would not receive any 
further application from the general on the fubject.' The 

- Britifh endeavoured to juftify the fending of the citizens 
to St. Auguftine, by alleging the right of captors to | 
remove prifoners whitherfoever they pleafe, without re- 
garding their convenience. It was generally conceived, 
that the right of the citizens of Charleftown to refidé at 
their homes, was not only ftrongly implied, but plainly 
exprefled in the capitulation ; however as the article re 
fpecting the inhabitants of the town, only promifed that 


. they fhould be prifoners on parole, and did not imme- 
diately add in Charleftown, the Britifh commanders took 
the advantage of it for remaving gentlemen, charged 
with no breach of the capitulation, from their houfes, 
/— wives and children, by offering them that parole in St, 
|  Auguftine, to which they had an undoubted right in. 

Charleftown, upon the eftablifhed rule arnone civilized 

nations, ta conftrue capitulations, where ambiguous, in 
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578- favor of the vanquifhed. The fuffering individuals 
might jufly complain upon the occafion; but congrefs 
could not, confidering what had taken place with regard 
to the convention troops ane gen. Burgoyne.—See 
Bah Sereribele 

Sept. On the r6thof September, lord Cornwallis proceeded: 

" to the fequeftration of all eftates belonging to the de- 
cided friends of American independence. In the exe- 
cution of this bufinefs, John Cruden efq; was appointed 
to take pofleffion of the e/tates of particular perfons, 
_ defignated in warrants iffued by his lordfhip or the com- 
mandant of Charleftown. Many will pronounce this fe- 

- queltration by his proclamation, as juftifiable as the con- 

fifcation of real and perfonal property by the feveral 
American ftates, upon the recommendation of congrels. 
1,177}. 

The numbers of real royalifts, together with the oc- ~ 
cafional ones who joined the train of the conqueror, 
bore {fo large a proportion to the remaining: inhabitants 
of South Carolina, that lord Cornwallis, with his fupe- 
riority in arms, might reafonably expeét, that the. pa- 
trons of American independence would be utterly inca-. 
pable of giving him further trouble in that ftate: but 
events were different. Col. Marion had retired from. 

~ Charleftown during the fiege, his leg being fra€tured,: 
which difabled him from commanding his regiment. 
After the furrender of the capital, he retreated to North. 
Carolina. He was promoted by gov. Rutledge to the. 
rank of brigadier general, about the time that Sumpter 
was hicdaraein in like manner; Avhich was foon after the. 
latter had penetrated into South Carolina, and recom- 
menced 4. ae oppolition to Britith government, 

though 
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_ though he has hitherto been fpoken of under. his conti- 789, 
- nental ticle of colonel. Marion fuccefsfully profecuted, - 
in the north eaftern extremities of the ftate, the fame 
plan with Sumpter. On the advance of gen. Gates, he- 
procured the command of fixteen men: with thete -he- 


penetrated through the country, ‘and took a-pofition 
near the Santee. From this ftation he fallied out and 
captured a {mall Britifh guard, and refcued 150 foldiers 
of the Maryland and Delaware corps, who, having been 
taken on the 16th of Auguft, were on their way from: 
Camden to Charleftown. - He releafed> the prifoners, 
paroled his captives, and then took himifelf to the woods. : 
The defeat of Gates however obliged him to quit the 
{tate ; but after an abfence of a few days he returned. 
In his letter from Peedee of Auguft the 29th, he wrote 
to Gates—** As the militia is not under any command, 
fome days I have not more than a dozen with me.” In 


- fubfequent ones he exprefled himfelf as followse—“ On ny 
September the 4th, marched with 53 to attack a body i) i, 
of 200 tories, who intended to furprife me :-—furprifed ae 

‘a party of 46, killed and wounded all but 15 who ef- 4 


caped :—met and attacked the main body, and put them 
to flight, though they had 200 men.” “ Marched to 
Black Mingo September the 24th, where.was a guard 
of 60 men of the militia :—attacked them on the 28thz 
—killed three, wounded and took 13 prifoners. I 
had 1 captain, and 1 private killed; 1 captain, 1 lieus 
tenant, and 6 privates wounded: feveral of the enemy 
have fince been found dead in a fwamp to which they 
took. So many of my men were defirous of feeing their 
wives and families which have been burnt: out, that I 
> found it neceflary, to retreat the next morning, - The 
| | Cee ie pri- 
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780. prifoners taken are men of fortune and family, which I 


hope will check the militia from taking arms againft us. 


‘Capt: Murphy’s party have burnt a great number of 


houfes on little Peedee, and intend to go on in that abo- 
minable work, which I am apprehenfive may be laid to 
me; but I affure you, that there is not one houfe burnt 
by my orders, or by any of my people: it is what I 
deteft, to diftrefs poor women and children.” The man- 
ner of Marion’s expreffing himfelf, points out Murphy 
for an anti-royalift. Many of the profeffed whigs dif 
graced themfelves, by the burnings, plunderings and 
cruslties, that they praétifed in their turn upon the roy- 
alifts. “They changed fides at times, as appears by Ma- 
rion’s letter of Oétober the 18th—— I have never yet 
had more than feventy men to act with me, and fome- 
times they leave me to 20 or 30. Many who had fought 
with me, I am obliged to fight againft.” He wrote to 
Gates “* Nov. the 4th. I croffed Peedee the 24th of O€. 
the next night came up with two hundred men under col. 


“Tyne, whem I furprifed: killed 6, wounded 14, and 


took prifoners 23, and got 80 horfes and faddles, and 
as many ftand of arms. The colonel made his efcape ; 
but, fending a party to the High Hills of Santee, he fell 


into our hands, with feveral other prifoners, and fome 


‘who have been very active againtt us and great plun- 
‘derers. The militia are now turning out better than 


they have done. At prefent F have upward of 200, and 
expect that in three or four days it will be double.” 


“Black river, Nav. the 9th. Col. Tarleton [with his corps] 


has burnt all the houfes, and deftroyed all the corn, from 
Camden down to Nelfon’s ferry: has behaved to the 
poor women with great barbarity ; beat Mrs, Richard. 

Sy 7 : fon, 
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fon, the relict of gen. Richardfon, to make-her tell 1780. 


where I was; and has not left her a change of raiment. 
He not only-deftroyed all the corn, but burnt a num- 
ber of cattle in the houfes he fired.—It is diftreffing to 
fee the women and children fitting in the open air round 
a fire without a blanket, or any clothing but what they had 
on, and women of family, and that had ample fortunes : 
for he fpares neither whig nor tory. Mot of the inha- 
bitants to the fouthward are ready and eager to take up 
arms againft their tafk mafters.” “ Ivov. the 21ft. Col. 
Tarleton retreated to Camden after deftroying moft of 
the houfes and provifions on the High Hills of Santee.— 
Many of my people have left me and gone over to the 
enemy: for they think we have no army coming .on, 
and that they have been deceived, as we have heard no- 
thing from you for a great while. Gen. Harrington 
has not done any fervice with the troops he commands, 
while I have been obliged to act with fo few, as not to 
have it in my power to do any thing effectual, for want 
of men and ammunition.” So much was he diftreffed 
for ammunition, that he has engaged when he had-not 
three rounds to each man of his party. At other times 
he brought his men into view, though: without ammu- 
nition, that he. might make a fhow of numbers to.the 
‘enemy. The faws of mills were converted into horfe- 
men’s fwords for his defence. For months he and. his 
party flept in the open air, and fheltered themifelves in 
the thick recefles of deep fwamps; from whence he fal- 
lied out, whenever an opportunity of harafling the ene- 
my, or of ferving his country prefented itfelf... He paid 
. the oreateft regard to private property, and reftrained 
his men from-every, {pecies of plundery on... 
; uy . Oppo- 
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Oppofition to royal government cannot. be faid to 
have been, at any time, altogether extiné in the extre- 
mities of South Carolina. The inhabitants of a part 
of the flate called the New Acquifition, never were 
paroled as prifoners, nor did they take proteGtion as 
{ubjects. A confiderable part of Sumpter’s‘men, after 
their difperfion on the 18th of Auguft, repaired to that 
fettlement, and generally kept in {mall parties for their 
own defence. Some of them joined major Davie at the 
head of about fifty volunteers, who had equipped them- 
{elves as dragoons, and was the only American corps 
which at that time had not been beaten or difperfed, 
Let us now repair to Hillfborough. 

_ General Gates feeing the wretched relics of his unfor- 
tunate continental army deftitute of every thing, did all 
that was poffible to procure them provifions and clothing. 
He ufed the moft prefling folicitations to gov. Nath and 
the aflembly of North Carolina. They being prefent, 
faw and lamented the haplefs fate of thofe brave men, 
who had been deferted in danger by the people they 
meant to protect. Humanity, gratitude, policy and 
felf-defence, dictated the moft vigorous exertions. Such 
were the exigencies of the whig party, that every man 
felt and fubmitted to the neceflity of giving all his 
affiftance, as well on the prefent occafion, as to provide 
againft contingent misfortunes. The legiflature there- 
fore unanimoufly concurred in the meafure of taking 
arms, ammunition and clothing, wherever to be found 
in the ftate, on the credit of the ftate: for paper money 
had fearce any value, and they had no other. They 
alfo ordered, that a clafs of their militia fhould be 
draughted, and march immediately toward .Salifbury, 
| for 


~ tbe Apts 
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for which place it was thought lord Cornwallis was pre- 178°: 


paring to advance with his army. A comfortable fupply 
of frefh meat and meal or flour, was procured for the 
hofpital; and beef was better and more plenty at Hill 
borough than it ufed to be in camp. An arrangement 


of the broken troops took place upon an agreement. 


of a council of general and field officers, and by-order 
of the commanding officer. . The firft, third, fifth and 
feventh Maryland regiments, formed together one batta- 
lion, called the firft, and. was’ commanded by major 
Anderfon. The fecond, fourth and. fixth Maryland 
regiments, with the Delaware, conftituted the fecond 


battalion, and was commanded by major Hardman,. 


Thefe two battalions were completely officered and 
formed one regiment, commanded by col. Otho Holland 


4577 


Williams, and leut. col. Howard. The troops being. , 


without pay, clothing, and fometimes provifion, many 
temptations were ufed to feduce them from their duty, 
and to defert to the Britith army, which was well clothed 
and fed, and duly fupplied with rum, a thing of no fmall 
confideration with common men: yet fuch was their 
fidelity, that very few left the field, even to return to 
their families ; and they feveral times feized and brought 
before their officers, thofe who would have conducted 
them to Camden, and have rewarded them for their 
treachery. They were, after a time, encamped about a 
mile out of town, though without tents, by the help of 
fence-rails, poles, brufh and Indian corn-tops. The 
officers fuffered no circumftance of humiliation. or 


diftrefs, to induce them into a remiffion of difcipline ; . 


and being alway with their refpective commands and 


fharing their fate, a mutual confidence and affection,. 


and 
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1780, and at the fame time a due fubordination prevailed 


Sept. 
ra. 


throughout the line. Col. Buford having recruited his 
regiment, (which had been fo cruelly handled by Tarle- 
ton’s legion) to about 200 men, arrived from Virginia 
on the 16th of September: but they were badly armed, 
and almoft deftitute of clothing. Near the fame time, 
fixty Virginia militia arrived ; as did about fifty of Por- 
terfield’s light infantry on the 18th: thefe joined Bus 
ford’s corps. The regiments commanded by him and 
Williams were formed into one brigade by general or- 
ders, and tne command given to gen., Smallwood. 

. Early in September col. Clark colleGted a number of 
Arvomsioaalsl and marched through the upper parts of 
South Carolina on his way to Georgia. A few joined 
him in Ninety Six, but the more prudent difcouraged 
him from his ill-timed enterprife. He however profe- 
cuted his defign; and by the 14th arrived at Augufta 
with about 500 men. He foon engaged heut. col. Brown 
the commandant; who with his fmall garrifon and .a 
few Indians, defended himfelf bravely, till he got pof- 
feffion of the Garden hill: then the aétion became warm 
for about a quarter of an hour, when the Americans 
gave way, on which he took poft at the houfes. At one 
the next day about 50 Cherokee Indians fhowed them- 
felves on the oppofite hill, and got. into the garrifon; 
and as foon as they were furnifhed with arms and am- 
munition, the Americans were difcovered advancing. 
A warm engagement followed foon after, and continued 
tilnight. Clark afterward fummoned Brown to furren- 
der, and received for an{wer, “: I thall do. my duty as 
an officer by defending myfelf to the laft extremity.” 
Brawn was then. threatened..in a iccopd letter, and re- 
plied 
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plied to Clark, “ If you have nothing further to offer, 1780. 


upon the return of the flag hoftilities will commence 
afrefh.” Brown expected to be relieved, which took 
place on Monday morning the 18th, by the arrival of 
lieut. col. Cruger from Ninety Six, with a party of re- 
gular troops and militia, on the oppbiiee hill. . By the 
time Cruger had croffed the firft of his people over the 
river, part of the garrifon fallied out upon the Ameri- 
cans, and hidivebe in two pieces of artillery and fome 
prifoners, one of whom (Flenry Dukes) was inftantly 
hanged. Brown was wounded in both thighs at the be- 
ginning of the action. The lofs. was confiderable on 
the fde of the royalifts; though more fo on that of the 
Americans. ‘When'the laft had left Augufta, the inha- 
bitants who had, joined Clark, or were fuppofed to favor 
his defign, were treated with the utmoft feverity (Brown 
hanged about thirty) which has greatly difeufted, and 
prepared the minds of the people for a determined 
revolt. 

In confequence of meafures taken by the governor and 
affembly of North Carolina, a fmall. quantity of clothing 
was obtained ; and in a few days four companies of light 
infantry were equipped and felected from the line. “Phe 
remains of the firft and third regiments of cavalry came 
to camp the 2d of October, commanded by hieut. cols. 
Wafhington and White. On the fame day col. Mor- 
pan, who had been but a few days arrived, was invefted 
with the command of the light troops, confifting of the 
cavalry under Wafhington, four companies of regular 
jnfantry under Howard, and a {mall body of riflemen 
from Virginia. Morgan had orders to march immedi- 
ately toward Salifoury, and act in concert, with the 
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1780 militia of North Carolina, whom the legiflature had 


fubjected to the command of gen. Smallwood. 
While lord Cornwallis was reftrained from active ope 


rations, by the exceflive heats and unhealthy feafon: 


which followed his victory at Camden, major Fergufon, 
of the 71{t Britifh regiment, undertook perfonally to 
vifit the fettlements of the difafe&ted to the American 
caufe, and to train their young men for fervice in the 
field. With thefe, at a proper feafon, he was to join his 
Jordthip, who advanced with his army from Camden 
to Waxhaws about the 8th of September. F ergufon 
having collected a confiderable body of troops, princi- 
pally from new raifed corps, was detached by way of 
Burke’s court-houfe to manoeuvre through the northern 
parts of South Carolina, and to join Cornwallis at 
Charlotte, of which place his lordthip took poffeffion 
on the 26th of September; but not without: being 
oppofed on his route by the North and South Carolina 
militia. Major Davie alfo, with his volunteer corps of 
horfe, which ferved the imilitia as a van ouard, contri- 


buted confiderably to annoy him and infult his power. 
Fereufon extended his route into Tryon county in North © 


Carolina, and by proclamation and threats induced 
He had under him a confiderable 
proportion of thofe licentious people, who, having col- 
leGted from all parts of America i into thefe remote coun- 
tries, were willing to take the opportunity of the pre= 
vailing confufion to carry on their ufual depredations. 
As they marched, they plundered the whic: inhabitants, 
Violences of this kind frequently repeated, induced — 
many perfons to confult their own fafety by flying be- 


yond the mountains, By fuch lively reprefentations of 


their» 
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their fufferings, as the diftrefled are alway ready to 1780. 
give, they added to that: alarm and terror, which the 
total rout of Gates’s army had fpread through the moft 
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diftant parts of North Carolina. The people conceived 
that their fecurity depended upon their taking arms, and 
keeping the war as far from home as poffible. Fergufon 
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_ was tempted to {tay near-to the weftern mountains longer 
than neceflary, under the hope of cutting off Clark in 
his retreat from Georgia. This delay gave an ‘oppor- 
tunity forthe junétion of feveral corps of militia, which 
proved his ruin. Coly Williams of Ninety Six purfued 
him with 450 horfe.. The inhabitants about the weftern 
waters (north of North Carolina and weft of the Allegha- 
ney and Virginia) voluntarily muftered under their 
refpective colonels in the different quarters where: they 
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lived. Being all. mounted, and unencumbered- with 
bageage, their motions were rapid. Each man fet out - 
| with his blanket, knapfack and gun, in queft.of major 
| Fergufon, m_ the. fame manner he was ufed to purfue 
the wild beafts of the foreft. Atnight the earth afforded 
them a bed, and the heavens a covering: the running 
ftream quenched their thirft, while a few cattle driven 
in their rear, together with the fupplies acquired by their 
guns, fecured them provifion. ‘They were under the 
command of colonels Campbell, Cleveland, Shelby and 
Sevier. The firft junction of thefe mountaineers was 
accidental. Williams was informed, on the 2d of O&os 
ber, by one exprefs from Shelby, that 1500 were upon 
their march, and by another from Cleveland, that he 
was within ten miles with 800 men. When they had 
: all joined near Gilbert-town, they amounted to-neaf 
3000. They foon found out Fergufon’s encampmenti 
! This 
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780. This was on an eminence of a circular bale, known by 


the name of King’s Mountain, fituated near the con- 
fines of North and South Carolina. It being appre- 
hended, that Fergufon was haftening his march down 
the country to join Cornwallis, the Americans: felected 
nine hundred and ten of their beft men, and mounted 
them on their fleeteft horfes. With this force they 
came up with Fergufon on the 7th of October. Some 
difpute had arifen about the right of command ; but it 
was finally agreed to be given to Campbell. The en- 
terprife however was conducted without regular military 
fubordination, under the direction of Campbell, Cleve+ 
Jand, Shelby, Sevier and Williams, each of whom re- 
fpectively led on his own men. As they approached 
the royal encampment, it was agreed to divide their 
force. Some afcended the mountain, while others went 
round its bafe in oppofite direétions.. Cleveland, in his 
progrefs round with one of the detachments, difcovered 
an advanced picquet of the royal troops. On this oc- 
cafion he addreffed his men in the following language— 
«© My brave fellows, we have beat the tories, and we 
can beat them. They are all cowards. If they had 
the fpirit of men, they would join with their fellow 
citizens, in fupporting the independence of their coun- 
try. When engaged, you are not to wait for the word 
of command from me. I will fhow you by my exam- 


ple how to fight. I can undertake no-more. Every 


man muft confider himfelf as an officer, and ac from 
his own judgment. Fire as quick as you can, and fland 
your ground as long as you can. When you can do 
no better, get behind trees or retreat; but I beg of you 


pot to run quite off. If we are repulfed,. let us make _ 
tid k 


a point 


Po 
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# point to return and renew the fight. Perhaps you may 1780. 
have better luck in the fecond attempt than the firft,. 
If any of you are afraid, fuch have leave to retire, and” 
they are requefted immediately to take themfelves off.” 
The firing commenced about four o’clock in the even- 
ing. . The picquet gave way, and were purfued as they” 


retired up the mountain to the main body. Fergufon, 
with the greateft bravery, -ordered his men to charge. 
‘The Americans retired from the approaching bayonet.: 
Soon after thefe had retreated, Shelby with the’ other 


detachment, having completed the defigned circuit, op 


portunely arrived, and from an unexpected quarter pour- 
ed in a well directed fire. Fergufon defifted from the 
purfuit, and engaged his new adverfaries. The Britifly 
bayonet was again fuccefsful, and caufed them alfo to 
fall back. , By this time the party commanded by Camp- 
bell had afcended the mountain, and renewed the attack 


from that eminence. Fergufon prefented a new front, - 


and was again fuccefsful ; but all his exertions were un- 
availing. At this moment Cleveland’s men, having 
been rallied,. renewed their fire. As often as one of the 
American parties was driven back, another returned to 
its ftation. Fergufon’s unconquerable {pirit refufed to 
furrender. However, after having repulfed a fucceffion 
of adverfaries, pouring in their fire from new direétions, 
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this officer received a mortal wound. No chance of 


efcape being left, and all profpect of fuccefsful refift- 
ance being at an end, the fecond in command fued 
for quarters.. The bloody confli&t continued forty- 
feven minutes. The brave major, with 150 of his men, 
fell in the action; 8ro including regulars, were made 


prifoners, 150 of whom were wounded ; the remainder 
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1780. about 440 efcaped. The whole number of Britith te 
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gulars was fhort of a hundred. The Americans took 
+500 ftand of arris. Their lofs of men killed’ in the 
field was only about twenty; but they had. a gréat many 
wounded. That diftinguifhed militia officer, who has 
been répeatedly mentioned, col. Williams, was mortally 
wounded. 

Major Fergufon was overféen in making his ftand on 
the mountain, which being much covered with woods, 
gave the militia who were all riflemen, the opportunity 
of approaching near with greater fafety to themfelves, 
than if they had been upon plain open ground. The 
Pajor however might have made good his retreat, if 
not with the whole, at leaft with a great part of his. 
ren, had he purfued his march immediately upon his 
charging and driving the firft detachment: for though 

the militia acted with fpirit for undifciplined, troops, it 
was with dificulty that they could be: prevailed upon to 
renew their attack, after beine charged with the bayonet. 
‘They kept aloof, and continued popping: then gathered 
vound, afid crept nearer, till at length the ey levelled tHe | 
Major with one of their fhot. 
Ten of the men who had furrendered were Range by by 
the cofiquerors, Col. Cleveland: had early given out, 
that if he canght cettain perfons, who had forfeited their 
lives by the laws of the lend, he would execute them: 
Among thofe whom. ke doomed to execution was 2 mix - 
—ditia officer, who had taken a Britith commimi ion, though 
he had before"been in the fetvice of the flate. The Brit 
tith officers tage: what was to be'the fate of the ‘pare 
‘ty, would have remonftrated. ‘The ‘colonel cut ‘thent 
fhort with—** Gentlernen, you are Britith officers: and 
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fhall be treated accordingly : therefore give your paroles, £780 
and march off immediately: the other perfon is a fub- 
jet of the ftate.” The fpirited mountaineers having 
demolifhed their enemy returned home. 

Lord Cornwallis was fo confident of the fuccefs of his 
fchemes, that he did not wait the arrival of major Fer- 
gufon at Charlotte ; but advanced toward Salifbury, and 
obliged the militia for fecurity to crofs the Yadkin and 
take poft on its north bank: he was deliberate however 
in his march.” He halted thort of Salifbury ; and upon 
| hearing of major Fergufon’s fate, faced about and re- 
turned to Charlotte. About the rath, he retreated to O& 
Wynfborough. This was the more needful, as major ‘oa 
Davie’s corps being greatly inereafed, frequently inter» 
cepted his lordthip’s foraging parties sand convoys. Rifle- 
men alfo often penetrated near his camp, and from be« 
hind trees took care to make fure of their objeét. Thus 
the late conquerors found their firuation very uneafy, 
being expofed to unfeen danger if they attempted to 
make an excurfion of only a few hundred yards from 
their encampment. Ashis lordfhip retired, the militia took 
feveral waggons, loaded with ftores and the knapfacks of 
the light infantry and ae ; and fingle men repeatedly 
rode up within gun fhot of his army, difch ee their 
pieces, and made their efeape. : 

On the roth 6f Novernber,: lord Cofnwal lis wrote to 
gen. Smallwood—* I muft now oblerve, that the cru- 
elty exercifed on the prifoners taken under majon Fer- 
pufon 3 is fhocking to humanity ; and the hanging poor 
old ‘col. Mills, who was always a fair and open enemy 
- toyour caufe, was an act of the moft favage barbarity. 
| pe has alfe been reported to me, that capt. Oates of 
| Hhe col. 
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1780»co], Gray’s militia, who was taken near the Peedee, was 


lately put to death without any crime being laid to his 
charge. From the character which I have heard of you, 
Sir, I cannot fuppofe that you can approve of thefe 
moft cruel murders: but I hope you will fee the necef- 
fity of interpofing your authority to ftop this bloody fcene, 
which muft oblige me in juftice to the fuffering loyalifts, 
to retaliate on the unfortunate perfons now in my power. 
—I am not confcious, that any perfons have hitherto 
been executed by us, unlefs for bearing arms, after hav- 
ing given a military parole to remain quietly at home ; 
er for enrolling themfelves voluntarily in our militia, 
receiving arms and ammunition from the king’s ftore, 
and taking the firft opportunity of joining our enemies. 
‘The only perfons who were hanged at Camden, after 
the actions of the 16th and 18th, except fome deferters 
from our army, were two or three of the latter defcrip- 
tion, who were picked out from about thirty, convicted 
of the like offence, on account of fome particular ag- 
gravating circumftances which attended their caie.’ 
Notwithitanding it was maniteft, that there was a pow- 
erful party in the ftate, which was determined to oppote 
the eftablifhing of royal government; yet to convince 
the inhabitants, that the Britifh were ferioufly refolved 
to remove fromm the country all who refufed to become 
fubjects, a further humber of twenty-two citizens, who | 
{till remained prifoners on parole, was fhipped off about 
che 16th of Novernher for St. Auguftine, to whom were 
added gen. Rutherford and col. Haacs of | North Caro- 
lina, who were taken near Camden in Auguft. Thefe 
were treated with more politenefs than the firft. fet. The 
enly charge exhibited againft them, as the .reafon of 
z 5 i thet 
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their exile was; that “ they difcovered no difpofition to 175% 
) y, p 


return to their allegiance, and would, if in their power, 
eyerturn the Britith government.” 3 

- General Gates wrote to the prefident of congrefs—- 08. 
« The enemy have, fo far, the worft of the campaign; hi 
having loft confiderably more men, officers and arms, 
than-your army 5 and even loft ground, as they. had fe- 
veral potts. at. the beginning of the campaign on Pee= 
dee, all which are now evacuated,” Gen. Smallwood 
“having: left Hillfborough to take the command at Sa- 
lifbury, the command of the brigade at the firft place 
devolved on col. Williams; officers and foldiers were 
impatient for taking the field: every exertion was uled ; 
and the clothing being wrought up, old fuits mended, 
and the blankets proportionably diftributed, report there- 
of was made to head quarters ; when the general gave 


orders for the brigade to march on the 2d of Novem- Noy, 


_ber,. with all the artillery, | ammunition and baggage un- 7 
det the command of col. Otho H. Willams. On the 
8th. the. troops reached Salifbury, having marched 100 
miles in lefs. than eight days, upon three pounds and a 
half of Indian meal per man and fome beef. Having 
no tents, they were fortunate in a fucceffion of fine days, 
till. the fourth after their arrival. Gates had now done 
every thing in his power to repair the injuries of his.de- 
feat ; and was endeavouring to recover as much terri- 
tory to the United States, as the circumftances of the 
war in the fouthern department would admit of, when 
he received advice from fome. of -his friends, but from 
no, one officially, that congrels had. appointed’ an officer 
to fuperfede him, and had ordered a court of inquiry to 
be held on, his: conduct... He had, even,a very polite 
bey friende 
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1780. friendly letter from the prefident of later date than thofe 


Noy. 


aie 


which brought the information. © This treatment by 
congrefs was neither liberal, nor candid. And yet fevere 
as it feemed to be, both in the manner and matter; it 
was not the inoft painful flroke that the unfortunate ges 
neral had to fuffer. at that period, His friends: had cau- 
tioully kept from him for fome time the knowledge of 
the death of his fon--an only child, an amiable youth 
of about nineteen, whofe natural genius, improved by 
education, promifed fervice to his country and honor te 
his family,. Amid the general’s other trials, this came 
fuddenly upon him. He bore all with a firmnefs that 
would refle& credit on the moft philofophic mind; and 
notwithitanding the indelicacy with which he thought . 
himfelf treated, he continued to do all he could to pro- 
mote the intereft of the caufe in which he was engaged, 
He remained at Hillfborough a day or two, to give an 
account of the meafures he had taken and was about to 
take, to retrieve the loft country; then went on to the 
camp at Salifbury, where he arrived on the tith with 
about 1430 dragoons; and had the pleafure of hearing 
within four days of gen. Sumpter’s fuccefs. 
Sumpter, after the difperfion of his force on the 18th ! 
of Auguft, collected a corps of volunteers, and received 
fuch occ afional reinforcements, as enabled him to keep 
the field, though there was no continental army in South 
Carolina for three months. He varied his pofition from 
time to time, and had frequent {xirmifhes with his ad- 
verfaries, Haying mounted his followers, he infefted 
the Britifh, beat up their quarters, intercepted their 
convoys, and fo haraffed them with fucceffive alarms, 
that their movements could not be made but with cau- 
tion 
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Broad river by major Weyms, commanding a corps of 
infantry and dragoons. In this action the Britifh were 
defeated; and che major taken prifoner, haying had his 
thigh broken. Though he had deliberately hung Mr. 
Cufack in Cheraw diftrict, and had in his ~pocket a mé- 
morandum ef feveral houfes burned by his command, 
yet he received every indulgence from his conquerors. 
Gen. Sunspter was afterward attacked en’ the 2oth by 
lieut. col. ‘Farleton. Sumpter being apprized of Tarke- 
ton’s approach, pofiefled himfelf of a flrong poft on 
Black Stocks hill, clofe to Tygerriver. Tarleton with- 
out waiting for the reft of his detachment, directed 2 
precipitate attack with 170 dragoons and $0 men of the 
63d regiment, to that part of the hill which was nearly 
perpendicular, with a {mall rivulet, brufh woed, and a 
railed fence in front. A confiderabte diviGen ef Sump- 
rer’s force had been thrown into a large leg barn, from 
which the men fired with fecurity, as the apertures be- 
tween the logs ferved them for loop holes. Brith va- 
jor was confpicuous upon this occafien ; but no valor 
could farmount the obftacles and difadvantages that 
here ftood-in its way. The 63d was roughly handled; 
the commanding officer, two ethers, with one third of 
their privates fell. Tarleton ebferving their fituation, 
charged with his cavalry: unable to diflodge the enemy 
either from the log barn or the height on his left, he was 
obliged to: fail. back. Lieut. Skinner, attached to the 
cavalry, covered the retreat of the 63d. {n this man- 
ner did. the whole. party centinue to retire (ull they 
formed a junction with their infantry, whe were advanc- 
ing. to faftain them) leaving Sumptey- in quiet poflefiion 
Hh 4 of 
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tron and difficulty. On the rath he was attacked at?78° 
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178cof the field. The general occupied the hill for feverat 


Dec. 
oe 


hours ; but having received a bad wound, and knowing 
that the Britifh would be reinforced the. next morning, 
he thought it hazardous to wait.. He accordingly re- 
tired, and taking his wounded men with him, croffed 
the Tyger. His lofs was very fmall. The wounded of 
the Britifh detachment were left to his mercy. The 
ftricteft humanity was exercifed toward them; and they. 
were fupplied with every comfort.in his power *. 
General Gates moved his head quarters to-Charlotte ; 
gen. Smallwood with the militia, encamped. below. at 
Proyidence on the way to Camden; and the light troops 
under Morgan (raifed by congrefs the 13th of O&ober 
to the rank of a brigadier general, upon. the repeated 
recommendation of Gates) were further advanced. on 
that route. Gates ordered huts to be built in regular 
encampment, apprehending that the winter would be 
too fevere a feafon for military operations. in that lati- 
tude. Such was the. fituation of the fouthern army 
when gen. Greene arrived. at Charlotte the 2d of De- 
cember; and delivered to Gates the fir? official infor~ 
mation of his removal from the command—in fo un- 
ceremonious a manner was he treated! The army. was 
furrendered into Greene’s hands agreeable to the orders 
of congrefs, in the following terms the next day— 
« Flead Quarters, Charlotte, 3d Dec. 1780. Parole 
Springfiell—Counter-fign Greene. The honorable 
major general Greene, who arrived yefterday afternoon 
in Charlotte, being appointed by his excellency general 
Washington, with the approbation of the honorable 
* See lieutenant Mackenzie’s. Stritwres on lieut, col. Tarleton’s 
Hiftory, p. 7177. | 
congrefs, 
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congrefs, to the command of the fouthern army, aly 17800 


orders. will for the future iffue from him, and all reports 
are to be made to him,” 

‘< General Gates returns his fincere and grateful thanks 
to the fouthern army for their perfeverance, fortitude, 
and patient endurance of all the hardfhips and fufferings 
they have undergone while under his command. He 
anxioufly hopes their misfortunes will ceafe therewith ; 
and that victory and the glorious advantages attending 
it, may be the future portion of the fouthern army.” 

Gen. Greene, on the 4th of December, dignified his 
general orders with this graceful expreflion—“ General 
Greene returns his thanks to the honorable major gene- 
ral Gates for the polite manner in- which he has intro- 
duced him to his command in the orders of yefterday, 
and for his good withes for the fuccefs of the fouthern 
army.” ~The manly refignation of Gates on the one 
part, and the delicate difintereftednefs of Greene on the 
other, prevented the embarraf{ments naturally to. be 
apprehended on fuch an occafion. . The latter approved 
and perpetuated the ftanding orders of the former, and 
treated him with that candid refpect which teftified his 
~remembrance of the paft fervices of that officer. 

A few hours after Greene took the command of the 
army, a report was made to: Gates of a foraging by 
the licht troops under Morgan toward Camden. After 
collecting what the enemy had {pared for further occa- 
fions in the vicinity of Clermont, that poft was recon- 
noitred by the cavalry only. Lieut. col. Wafhington 
{aw that it was fortified by a blockhoufe impenetrable to 
fmall arms, and encompafied by an abbatis. Its vici- 
nity to Camden, from whence it might be fpeedily fuc- 
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_coured, rendered a fiege ineligible. Recourfe was had 
to ftratagem. He advanced his cavalry in fuch a direc 
tion as to fhow his front without difcovering his rear; 
and difmounting fome of his men, planted the trunk 
of a pine tree upon fome of its branches fo pointedly 
like a field piece, that it actually intimidated the garri- 
fon. A corporal of dragoons was ordered to ride up, 
and fummon the commanding officer, lieut. col. Ruge- 
ley, to furrender. The lucky moment was feized on, 
and the order obeyed with confidence. The  garcifon 


of upward of one hundred officers and foldiers, furren- 


dered at difcretion without a fhot, and the works were 
demolifhed. This favorable incident, in the jundture 
of affairs then exifting, through the little fuperflition to 
which every man is fubject, was viewed by the army 
as an omen of fuccefs under the new commander. 
It was on the sth of Odtober, that congrefs refolved 
that the commander in chief order a court of inquiry 
to be held on the condu& of gen. Gates—though un- 
accufed of any military crime, This refolve -was_ 
grounded on a former refolve, that whoever loft a poft 


fhould be fubje& to a court of anquiry. Had that re 
folve been, that every commanding: officer who does 
not beat the enemy, fhall be recalled and fubjected to 
a court of inquiry, whether or no any crime be laid te 
his charge, Gates might have fubmitted to his fate with 
as much patience, as officers who furrender a fort or lofe 
a fhip. But he had reafon to complain, that congrels, 
by their fpecial refolve of the sth, doomed him te tem- 
porary difefteem and lofs of confidence. Gen. Wath- 
ington was ordered to appoint another officer to the 
command of the fouthern army, On the 6th he re~ 
ceived 
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ceived a line from a South Carolina delegate, acquaint- 1780 


ing him, that he was authorized by the delegates of the 
three fouthern ftates to communicate to his excellency 
their with that gen. Greene might be the perfon. He 
was fixed upon; not from the influence of their with, 
but from the opinion the commander in chief enter. 
tained of him, as being the moft fuited to the fervice ; 
when reported to congrefs he was approved of by them 
on the oth. Greene, before he fet out, exprefied his 
ditapprobation of their paffing cenfure upon Gates by 
removing him, as what tended to take away an officer’s 
character ; which injury could not be repaired, even by 
an acquittal after examination. He added in the con- 
verfation with a brother general— I fhould be very 
well fatisied t» ferve under Gates.” He duly weighed 
all the circumftances attending Gates’s fituation, and 
formed’ an opinion very different from that which occa- 
fioned his recall; and as he travelled on to H ilfborough, 
generoufly reprefented the fame and the reafons for it, 
to thofe perfons he fell into company with, who were 
blindly led away, by having only confidered events. 
Greene found the country through which he paffed, fo 
fully difaffeéted to the American interefts and in favor 
of the Britith, that he was not without apprehenfion for 
his perfonal fafety, ere he could join the army. Here 
we take our leave of him for the prefent, and proceed 
to mention fome of the proceedings and acts of con- 
prefs. | : 
You have met with various charges againit Dr. Ship- 
pen—p. 70. When congrefs had the laft year exprefied 
their fatisfa€tion with Dr. ‘Morgan’s condué@, the laft 
charged the former with mal-practites and mirfconduét 
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+780. in Office. The charges were. tranfimitted to the com=— 


mander in chief; anda court-martial enfued. . When 
the proceedings of the latter were before congrefs in 
Aveuft, a motion was made to infert after W. Shippen, 
thefe words—. Excepting that part of the fecond charge 
relating to his {peculating in hofpital ftores, on which 
the court judge him highly reprehenfible”—1it was re- 
jected; and it was refolved—* That the court martial 
having acquitted the faid Dr. Shippen, ordered that he 
be difcharged from arreft.” The day after that extra- 
ordinary refolve refpecting gen. Gates, they re-elected 
the doétor director general of the hofpital. » On the 6th 
of September they recommended to the feveral {tates 
claiming the weftern country, to pafs fuch laws, and 
give their delegates fuch powers as might effectually re- 
move the only obftacle to a final ratification of the arti- 
cles of confederation; and then refolved, “ that: the 
legiflature of Maryland be earneftly requefted to autho- 
rize their delegates in congrefs to fub{cribe the articles.’: 
In the beginning of Odtober they refolved, “ that-the 
unappropriated lands that may be ceded to the United 
States, be difpofed of for the common benefit’of the 
United States, to be fettled and formed into. diftinc 
republican ftates.” About the fame time they pub- 
lithed, that the 11th and rath articles of the treaty of 
amity and commerce with France were expunged and 
fupprefied the 1f of September, 4778, agreeable to 
their defire. The articles annulled were as follows 
article the r1th. It is agr eed and concluded, that there 
fhall never be any duty impofed on the exportation. of 
the molaffes that may be taken by the fubjects of any. 
of the United States, from., the, aflands. of; America, 

; which 
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which’belong, or may heréafter appertain to his moft 1780. 


chriftian majefty:—article the 12th. In compenfation of 
the exemption ftipulated by the preceding article, it is 
agreed and. concluded, that there fhall never be any 
duties impofed on the exportation of any kind of mes- 
chandife, which the fubjects of his moft chriftian ma- 
jefty may take from the countries and poffeffions, prefent 
or future, of any of the Thirteen United States, for 
the ufe’of the iflands which thall furnifh molaffes. On 
the 6th of October the prefident wrote a circular letter 
to the feveral ftates, in which, among other matters— 
Tt 1s: recommended to the ftates, in the moft preffing 
-manner, to have their regiments completed, and in the 
field, by the firft day of January next. at furtheft.” On 
the 16th congrets refolved “ that the thanks of congrefs 
be given to brigadiers Smallwood and Gift, and to the 
officers of the Maryland and Delaware lines, the differ- 
-ent-corps,of artillery, col. Porterfield’s and major Arm- 
ftrong’s corps of light infantry, and col, Armand’s ca- 
evalry, for their bravery and good conduét difplayed in 
the action of the 16th of Auguft.’ Thefe thanks were 
mot applicable-to all with equal propriety. The implied 
-cenfure caft upon Gates in the formation of the refolve 
and its: total filence concerning him, was a figma that 
he ought not to have received, until he had been ad- 
judged to have deferved it, putting all former fervices 
out of the queftion. It has been obferved, that. after 
the difafter near.Camden, whenever congrefs publifhed 
the fuccefles and various operations of the troops, which 
he commanded, they fcarcely even mentioned his name; 
whether fuch omiffions were accidental or intended, his 


-mcharaéter was much injured by them. On the 21%, 
conegrels 
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1780. congrefs apreed, that the officers who continued in thé 
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fervice to the end of the war, fhould be entitled to half 
pay during life. At the énd of the month baron Steuben 
was ordered to repair to the fouthern department ; and 
major Lee’s corps to proceed immediately to join the 
fouthern army. A few days after they promoted the 
major to the rank of lieutenant colonel. We now turn 
to view the fcenes northward of Philadelphia. 

General Wafhington’s difficulties continued. He wrote 
from Orange-town on the 2oth of Auguft, to Jofeph 
Reed, efa; whofe name has fo often occurred in differ- 
ent departments, and who is now prefident or governor 
of Pennfylvania—‘ With every exertion, I can fearcely 
keep. the army in this camp, entirely continental, fed 
from day to day. ’Tis mortifying, that we fhould not: 
at this advanced period of the campaign, have maga- 
zines of provifion for even one half of the men necef- 
fary for our intended operations. I have every affurance 
from the French land and fea commanders, that the 
fecond divifion may, without fome very unexpected ac- 
cident, be daily expected. Should we, upon the arrival 
of this reinforcement, be found (after all our promifes 
of a co-operating force) deficient in men, provifion, 
and every other effential, your excellency can eafily per- 
ceive what will be the opinion of our allies, and of al 
the world, and what will be the confequences in the 
deranged diftracted ftate of our affairs.” In another of | 
the fame date were thefe fentiments—“« To me it will 
appear miraculous if our affairs can maintain themfelves: 
much longer in their prefent train. If either the temper 
or the refources of the country will not admit of an 
alteration, we may expect foon to be reduced to the 
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upheld in America by foreign arms. It may. eafily be 
fhown,. that all the misfortunes we have met with in the 
military line are to be attributed to fhort-inliftments. A 
great part of the embarraffments in the civil flow from 
the fame fource.. The derangement of our finances is 
effentially to be afcribed to it. The expences of the 
war, and the paper emiffions, have been greatly multi- 
plied byit. We have had a great part of the time two 
fets of men to feed and pay; the difcharged men going 
home; and the levies coming in. The difficulties and 
coft of engaging men have increafed at every fucceflive 
attempt; till among the prefent levies, we find there 
ate fome who have received a hundred and fifty dollars 
in. fpecie [331 15s. fterling] for five months fervice, 
while our officers are reduced to the difgraceful necefity 
of performing the duties of drill icreeants to them. 
The frequent calls upon the militia have alfo interrupted 
the cultrvation of their lands; and of courfe have lef- 
fened the quantity of the produce, occafioned a f{carcity, 
and enhanced.the prices. In an army fo unflable as 
ours, order and ceconomy have been mmpracticable.— 


The difcontents of the troops have been gradually ma- 


tured to 4 dangerous extremity.. Something fatisfactory 
muft be done, or the army muft ceafe to exift at the 


end of the campaion: or it will exhibit an example of 


more virtue, fortitude, felf denial and ease Wate 
than has perhaps ever been paralleled in the hiftory of 

human enthuGa yatta.” 3 
_ General Wafhington, in compliance with a prior-ap- 
pointment, fet out with his fuite, gen. Knox and the 
narquid-de la Fayette, to meet count de Rochambeau 
and 
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1780. and admiral Ternay at Hartford. 
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The Bate with 
the reft of the company muftered up and borrowed all 
the money they could, in order to pay their expences, 


They could procure no more than eight thoufand paper 


Sept. 
ate 


dollars. Such was the {carcity even of that depreciated 
commodity at camp. Before they quitted the New 
York ftate, they had expended more than half their 
ftock; and were not a little pained with the idea of their 
being foon incapable of difcharging the landlord’s de- 
mand. They put on a good countenance when in Con- 
necticut; called for what they wanted, and were well 
fupplied: but the thought of reckoning with their hoft 
damped their pleafure. However to their great. joyy 
when the bills were called for, they were informed, that 
the governor of Connecticut had given orders that they 
fhould pay nothing in that ftate, but fhould be at free 
coft. They met the French general and admiral on 
Thurfday the 21ft of September at the place appointed. 
Gen. Wafhington in his conference with the count, {tated 
the army, in the quarter he commanded, for the next 
campaign, at fifteen thoufand operative continental 
troops. On the idea of 15,000, a memorial with a 
plan of the next campaign has been tran{fmitted to the 
court of France. On Friday morning count de Ro- 
chambeau and adm. ‘Ternay fet off on their return to 
Newport, and on Saturday morning.the American gen- 
tlemen commenced their return to the camp. During 
their abfence a difcovery of the utmoft importance had 
been made, viz. a fcheme for delivering Weft Point 
into the hands of Sir Henry Clinten. Gen. Arnold, 
who had the command of that poft, was brave but mer- 


cenary, fond of parade and extremely defirous of ac- 
quiring 
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quiring money to defray the expences of it. When he y7¢9, 
entered Philadelphia after the evacuation, he made 
governor Penn’s, the beft houfe in it, his head quarters, 
This he furnifhed in a very coftly manner, and lived in 
a ftile far beyond his income. He continued his extra- 
vagant courfe of living ; was unfuccefsful in trade and 
privateering; his funds were exhaufted, and his cre« 
ditors importunate, while his luft for high life was not 
in the leaft-affuaged. About July, 1779, heexhibited 
heavy accounts and demands againft the public: the 
commiffioners, upon examination, rejected about one 
half of the amount. He appealed to congrefs, and a 
committee was appointed, who were of opinion, that 
the commiffioners had allowed more than the general had 
ipa right to expect or demand. ‘This provoked him to 
| outrageous expreflions and proceedings. Difgufted at 
the treatment he had met with, embarraffed in his cir- 
cumftances, and having a growing expenfive family, he 
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turned his thoughts toward bettering his fortune by new | 
means.. Major Andre, -adjutant general to the Britifh j 
army, a rifing young officer of great hope and merit, i 
had commenced a correfpondence with Mrs. Arnold in | 
1779, under the plea of fupplying her with milinary ; | 
whether it was continued and covertly improved by the 
general, without her being in the leaft privy to it, till 
ripened into the fcheme of giving up Weft Point, is 
) not yet afcértained. But the defign is generally thought 
to have been fometime in agitation. 

For the fpeedy completion of the negotiation that 
was carrying on between Sir Henry and gen. Arnold, 
the Vulture floop of war was ftationed in the North 
- River, at fuch a diftance from the American pofts, as 
Vox, III, Ti. without 
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7 1780. without exciting fafpicion, would ferve for the neceflary 


communication. Before this, a written correfpondence, 
through other channels, had been maintained between 
Arnold and Andre at New York, under the names of — 
Guftavus and Anderfon. The neceflary arrangements 
being made, a boat was fent at night from the fhore to 
the Vulture to fetch major Andre, which brought hint 
to the beach without the pofts of either army, where he 
met Arnold. Day light approaching, he was told that 
he muft be concealed ath the next night. In order to 
it, he was conducted within one of the American 
pofts, againft his previous ftipulation, intention and 


knowledge. He continued with Arnold during the. 


following day. The next night the boatmen_ re- 
fufing to conduct him back to the Vulture, which had. 
fhifted her pofition, as fhe lay expofed to the fire of a 
cannon fent to annoy her, he was cbliged to concert his 
efcape by land. He quitted his uniform, which he had 
hitherto worn under a furtout, for a common coat; and 
was furnifhed with a horie, and under the name of John 
Anderfon with a pafiport from-Arnold, to go to thé 
lines at White Plains, or lower if he thought proper, 
he being on public bufinefs. He purfued his journey 
alone to New York, pafied all the guards and pofts on 
the road without fufpicion, and was much elated as he 
travelled on the next day, with the thought of his having 4 
fucceeded. But unhappily for him, though provideh-. 
tially for the Americans, three of the New York mili- 
tia, Fobn Paulding, David Williams, and Iaac Van Vert, 
were with others out on fcouting between the out-pofts 
of the two armies. One of them fprang from his co- 
yert, and feized Andre’s horfe by the bridle. The ma- ~ 
| . jOFaa 
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jor, inftead of inftantly producing his pafs, afked the: 
man where he belonged to, who anfwered, to below, 
Andre fufpecting no deceit faid, fo do I; then declared 


ach 


himfelf a Britith officer; ahd preffed that he might not 
be detained; for that he was upon urgent bufinefs, 
Upon the other two coming up and joining tl 
rade, he difcovered his miftake. The confufion that 
followed was apparent, and they proceeded to fearch 
him till they found his papers: le offered the captors 
a confiderable purfe of gold, and a ver y valuable watch, 
to let him pafsi but they nobly difdained the tempta- 
tion, befide the fafcinatina offers of permanent provi- 
fion, and even of future promotion, on condition of 
their conveying and accompanying .hirn to New York. 
They conduéted him to lieut. col. Jamefon, the conti- 
nental officer, who had the command of the {couting 
parties, amounting to 800 men, chiefly militia. AS 
nold’s condu& with regard to this body of men, and in 
other refpects, had excited fuch EipiElop 18 in the breafts 
of the lieut. colonel and the reft of the officers, that 
they had determined upon feizing the general at all ad- 
ventures, had he came down atid ordered them nearer 
loufy of Arnold, was in the iffue the occafion a his 
eicape. | 

When Andre appeared before him, it was under the 
name of Anderfon; which he fupported, choofing to 
hazard the greateft danger, rather than let any difcovery 
be made which could involve Arnold, before he had 
time to provide for his fafety. With a view to the 
general’s efcaping, he requefted that a line might be fent 
&0 acquaint him with Anderfon’s detention, which James 


1i2 {oa 


the enemy. Jamefon, notwith{tanding his {trong jea 
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1780 {on through an ill-judged delicacy granted. The papers, 
which were found in the major’s boot, were in Arnold’s 
hand writing, and contained exact returns of the ftate 
of the forces, ordnance and defences at Weft Point and 
its dependencies, with the artillery orders, critical re- 
marks on the works, an eftimate of the number of men | 
that were ordinarily on duty to man them, and the copy 
of a ftate of matters that had been laid before a council 
of war by the commander in chief, on the fixth of the 
month. Thefe papers were enclofed in a packet to gen. 
Wafhington, accompanied with a letter from the pri- 
foner, avowing himfelf to be major John Andre, adju- 
tant general to the Britifh army, relating the manner 
of his capture, and endeavouring to fhow that he did 
not come under the defcription of a fpy; and were for- 
warded by Jamefon. Wafhington was upon his return 
from Hartford, and the meflenger miffed him by taking 
a different road from that on which the general was. 
Through this accident and the man’s being obliged to 
make a circuit, the letter to Arnold, informing him of 
Anderfon’s capture, reached him fome hours before — 

“af, Set Wafhington arrived at his quarters. No fooner had he 
25. received it, than he haftened on board the Vulture, 
which lay fome miles below Stoney and Verplank’s 
points. The commander in chief crofled over to Weft 
Point, and expected to meet him there: when he re- — 
turned, the caufe of Arnold’s abfence was foon difco-_ 
vered upon opening the packet from Jamefon, which — 
had artived in the mean while. His excellency i imme-_ 
diately ordered two brigades from the main army to 
thefe pofts, and took ample meafures for their fecurity, a 
Andre had been full forty-eight hours in cuftody, before _ 
Arnold’s- 
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the confequences muft have been ruinous in the higheft 
degree. The plan for delivering up the pofts feems to 
have been that of engaging in a fham defence at the 
defiles, while a large body of the enemy took a circuit 
and poffefied themfelves of the fort. Arnold on the 
8th of Auguft had written to gen. Wafthington, ex- 
preffing his wifh that a map of the country from Robin- 
fon’s houfe to New York, particularly on the eaft fide 
of the river, might be fent him. He added-—“< The 
Maflachufetts troops [militia 1234] are good and well 
armed. Would it not be better to continue a part or 
the whole of the New York brigade at this poft [Weft 
Point] whofe officers can be depended upon, and the 
troops have in general bad arms and few bayonets, 
The Maffachufetts or Hampfhire troops will be better 
in the field from this circumftance in their arms.” In 
converfation with one of the officers under him, he afked 
which he thought would be the beft mode of defence 
in cafe of an attack, whether to defend the works, or 
to go and fight the enemy in the defiles as they advanced. 
The officer faid, to defend the works: Arnold declared 
for the other. Thefe things were recollected, and fup- 
pofed to have had a particular meaning, when his main 
project was difcovered, Had the execution of that been 
completed, the forces under his command muft pro- 
bably have either laid dowa their arms or have been cut 
to pieces. Their lofs and the immediate poffleflion of 
Weft Point, and all its neighbouring dependencies, muft 
have expofed the remainder of Wafhington’s army fo 
to the joint exertion of the Britifh forces, by land and 
water, that nothing but final ruin could have been the ree 
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Arnold’s defign was known in camp. Fiad it fucceeded, 1786 
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+780. falt with refpectto the Americans. Such a ftroke could 


{carcely have been recovered. Independent of the lof 
of artillery and ftores, fuch a deftruction of their difei- 
plined force, and ahr of their beft officers, muft have — 
been fatal. The Britifh might alfo have turned their 
whole force againft the French fleet and troops at Rhode 
Mand: for they had received a confiderable naval rein- 
forcement by the arrival of adm. Rodney with feveral 
fhips of the line from the Weft Indies, on the 13th of 
September. Whether his coming to New York was in — 
the leaft under t! the influence of flattering profpects, upon 


‘Weft Point’s being delivered into the hands of the Bri- 


tfh, will be matter of conjeure among many. 

General Wafhington appointed a board of fourteen 
general officers (of whom were the marquis de la Fayette” 
and baron de Steuben) with the affiftance of the judge 
advocate general, John Laurence, [gen. M‘Dougall’s 
fon-in-law] to examine into and to report a precife ftate 
of major Andre’s cafe; and to determine what light he 
was to be confidered in, and to what punifhment he 
was liable. Andre difdaining all fubterfuge and eva- 
fion, and ftudying only to place his character in fo fair 
alight, as might prevent its being fhaded by prefent 
circumitances, voluntarily confeffed more than he was 
afked; and fought not to palliate any thing relating’ to 
himielf, while he concealed, with the moft guarded and 
{crupulous nicety, whatever might involve others. Being 
interrogated by the board, with refpeét to his conception 
of coming on fhore under the fanction of a flag, he faid 
with a noble franknefs of mind, that if he had, he 
might certainly have returned under it. The board was 
exceedingly flruck with his candor and magnanimity 
and 
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and fufficiently fhowed how much they felt for his fitu-! 


ation. ‘They treated him with fuch delicacy at the 
opening of the examination, as to defire that he would 
not anfwer any interrogatory which would at all embarrafs 
his feelings. Every poffible mark of indulgence, and 
the utmoft attention and politeneis were soot to- 
ward him: fo that the major himfelf, deeply fenfible of 
the liberality of) their behaviour, declared that he flat- 

ered himfelf he had never been illiberal; but that if 
there were any remains of prejudice in his mind, his 
prefent experience muft obliterate them, The board 
did not ex amine a fingle witnefs: but founded their re- 
port merely upon his own confeffion, In that, after a 
recital of a few facts, they declared, that major Andre 


ought to be confidered as a fpy from the enemy ;. and 


that, agreeable to the jaw and ufage of nations, it is their 
opinion he ought to fuffer death, 

General Wathington wrote a fhort anfwer to Sir H. 
Clinton’s letter of the Lan ee the major, in 
which va aber that though the major was under fuch 
circumftances as would have juftified the mo% fummary 


proceedings aga ‘nf him, he had 


aga 


referred his cafe to the 
examination and decifion of a board of general officers, 
whofe report, fo unded on his free and voluntary con- 
fefion of his letters, was enclofed. This drew another 
letter from Sir Henry, who propotled to fend gen. Robert. 
fon and two other gentlemen, as weil to give his excel- 
lency a true ftate of facts, as to explain to him his own 
fentiments on the fubje&t, The gentlemen were to be 
at Dobb’s ferry on the following morning, to wait for 
Wathington’s ‘permiffion and fafe condu@t, and to meet 
himfelf, or whoever he fhould appoint. “He urged it 
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1780. 48 a matter of the higheft moment to humanity, that 


the general fhould fully underftand the whole ftate of 
the bufinefs, before he proceeded to carry the judgment 
of the board into: execution. Gen. Greene, who had 
been prefident of it, was appointed to meet Robertfon, 
but the others were not permitted to come on fhore. 
Robertfon ufed his utmoft ingenuity to fhow, that Andre 
did not come within the charaéter and defcription of a 
fpy. As Greene was far from admitting either his facts 
or conclufions, Robertfon wifhed that the opinions of 
difinterefted. gentlemen might be taken on the fubjeé, 
and propofed Kayphaufen and Rochambeau as proper 
perfons. Hlumanity was the laft firing touched. Ro- 
bertfon faid, he wifhed an intercourfe of fuch civilities as 
might leffen the horrors of war; and quoted inftances 
of Clinton’s merciful difpofition. He held out, that 
major Andre poffeffed a great fhare of that gentleman’s 
efteem; and that he would be infinitely obliged if he 
was fpared. He offered, if the former was admitted to 
return with him to New York, to engage that any per- 
fon whatever, who was, named, oe be fet at inberty. 
Gen. Robertfon having failed in his other attempts, pre- 
fented a long letter from Arnold to gen. Wafhington, 
filled with threars. in cafe Andre fhould fuffer, and info- 
lently making the American commander anfwerable for 
the torrents of blood that might be fpilt, in confequence 


of, his difregarding the warning, and ordering the exe- 


cution of Andre. ‘The prefentment of fuch a, letter was 

confidered as no lefs an abfurdity than. the writing of it, 
On. O&ober the 2d the tragedy was clofed, The 

major was fuperior to the terrors of death: but, the dit. 


graceful mode of ayn, which the ufage of war had 


1 } annexed 
‘\ ; 


AME CAN “2 EW O.L.U TION. 


to him. He was defirous of being indulged with a 
profeffional death: and accordingly had written, the day 
before, a pathetic letter, fraught with all the feelings of 
a man of fentiment and honor, in which he requefted 
of gen. Wafhington, that he might not die on a gibbet. 
The general-confulted his officers on the fubject. Pity 
and efteem wrought fo powerfully, that they were all 
for fhooting him, till Greene infifted on it, that his crime 
was that of a common fpy; that the public good re- 
quired his being hanged; and that was he fhot, the 
generality would think there were favorable circum- 
{tances entitling him to notice and lenity. His obfer- 
vations convinced them, that there would be an impro- 
priety in granting the major’s requeft; while tendernefs 
prevented its being divulged. When major Andre was 
led out to the place of execution, as he went along he 
bowed himfelf familiarly to all thofe with whom he had 
been acquainted in his confinement. A fmile of com- 
placency expreffed the ferene fortitude of his mind. 
Upon feeing the preparations at the fatal {pot, he afked 
with fome emotion— Muft I die in this manner?” 
He was told it was unavoidable. He replied—* I am 
reconciled to my fate, but not to the mode.” Soon 
after, recollecting himfelf, he added—** It will be but a 
momentary pang ;” and {pringing upon the cart, per- 
formed the laft offices to himfelt, with a compofure that 
excited the admiration, and melted the hearts of all the 


{pectators. Being told the final moment was at hand, 


and afked if he had any thing to fay, he anfwered— 
« Nothing but to requeft that you will witnefs to the 
world, that I die like a brave man,” He died univer- 
ty, fally 
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1780. fally efteemed and regretted. The fympathy he had 


excited in the American army was perhaps unexampled, 
under any fimilar circumftances. 

General Wafhineton thus exprefied himfelf upon this 
whole bufinefs in a private letter-— In no inftance fince 
the commencement of the war, has the interpofition of 
Providence appeared more remarkably confpicuous, 
than in the refcue of the poft and garrifon of Weft 
Point Cer low “far “ara 
nold meant to ingen me in the cataftrophe of this 


place, does not appear by any indubitable evidence ; 


and I arn rather inclined to think, he did not wifh to 
hazard the more important object bal y's 


attempting to combine two events, the leffer of which: 


might have marred the greater. A combination of ex- 
traordinary circumftances, and unaccountable depriva- 


tion of prefence of mind in a man of the firft abilities, © 
and the virtue of three militia men, threw the adjutant ~ 
general of the Britifh forces (with full proof of Arnold’s- 


intention) into our hands; and but for the egregious 


folly, or the bewildered conception of lieut. col. Jame-— 


fon, who feemed loft in aftonifhment, and not to have 
known what he was doing, I fhould undoubtedly have 
gotten Arnold. Andre has met his fate, and with that 
fortitude which was to be expected from an accomplifhed 
man and a gallant officer: but I am miftaken if Arnold 
is ea ga at this time, the torments of a mental 
hell.” ©The unhappy event of which Arnold’s project 
was productive, the death of major Andre, deeply af~ 
feéted the whole royal army. Arnold was made a Bn- 
tifh brigadier general in America; and it was hoped, 


that with the aid of the loyalifts and the difcontented of 
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ail forts, he would raife a confiderable body of forces, 118@» 


to act under his‘own feparate command: but neither an 
addrefs of his to the inhabitants of America, nor his 
proclamation infcribed to the officers and foldiers of the 
continental army, had any effec. Notwithftanding the 
difcontents among the American troops, through their 
various difficulties, Arnold’s example and endeavours 
were {fo far from being the means of bringing over, even 
a fall body or detachment, that they do not appear to 
have produced the defertion of a fingle foldier, much 
Jefs of an officer. 


Sur Henry Clinton in obedience to the orders fent him 


to profecute the war with vigor in North Carolina and O@. 


Virginia, difpatched gen. Leflie from New York to the 
bay of Chefapeak, with near 3000 choice troops, He 
was to co-operate with lord Cornwallis, who was expect- 
ed to have been far advanced toward, if not to ‘have 
reached Virginia, Within a few days the fleet arrived 
in the bay. Phe troops were landed in different parts 
of Virginia. In the beginning of November, Leflie 
was engaged in eftablifhing a poft at Portfi mouth, till he 
could hear from his lo ordfhip, according to whofe orders 
he was to act in all cafes. It was fometime before he 
learned for a certainty where Cornwallis was: but at 
length inftructions were received from his Jor rdfhip, for 
the fleet and troops to proceed without delay to Charlef. 
town. While in Virginia they pofieffed themfelves of 
fome tobacco and ftores; but the veflels feized in the 
harbours and rivers were the mott valuable part of the 
booty. About the time that Leflie landed at Portfmouth, 
Sir H. Clinton fent to Charleftown all the recruits be- 
longing to the fouthern army, amounting to near 800, 
3 which 
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1780. which he reckoned would place under Cornwallis’s or- 


ders full 11,306 effective rank and file, including Let- 
lie’s corps. 

General Wafhington made a | propofition to Sir H. 
Clinton for the exchange of a number of officers, which 


was not acceded to, A general exchange being what 


the other fincerely wifhed, a propofition to that purpofe 


- an exchange of privates. 


-foldiers, prifoners of war, for thofe Americans that were 


was returned. ‘The Britifh gen. Phillips, and the Ame- 
rican gen. Lincoln, were employed for the fettling of a 
cartel. The former fuppofed, that the realon why the 
Americans declined the exchange of privates, was an 
unwillinenefs. to throw into the hands of their enemy, in 
the middle of an aétive campaign, fuch a reinforcement 
as they would receive by an exchange of all the privates. 
To obviate this difficulty, Phillips mentioned, that the 
exchange of the privates might be poftponed to fome 
future day that might be agreed on. Lincoln, on the 
asth of September, exprefféd his defire in writing, that 
this might remove the objections which had exifted againft 
He wrote on October the rift 
to the Maffachufetts and the South Carolina delegates, 
and to gen. Sullivan, now one of the New Hampfhire 
reprefentatives in congrels—< The enemy have made a 
propofition for a general exchange. ] think policy, jul 
tice and humanity demand it on our part. I ‘cannot but 


hope you will be with me in opinion: if fo the propofi- 


tion will have your fupport and intereft.” At length 
an exchange of all officers, prifoners of war, on both 
fides, including fuch as were upon their paroles in New 
York or in Great Britain, was fettled. The exchange 
comprehended alfo an equivalent of Britifh and German 


at 
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493 
at New York. In the courfe of the negotiation, an in- 178¢- 
effectual effort was made on the part of the Britifh for 
the releafe of the privates of the convention troops. 

On the 3d of November it -was refolved, “ That Noy, 
conegrefs have a high fenfe of the virtuous and patriotic 3+ 
conduét of Yehn Paulding, David Williams, and Taac 
Van Vert: in teftimony whereof, ordered, that each of 
them receive annually two hundred dollars in fpecie, or 
an equivalent in the current money of thefe {tates during 
life; and that the board of war be directed to procure 
for each of them a filver medal, on one fide of which 
fhall be a fhield with this inferiptition FIDELITY, 
and on the other the following motto, VINCIT AMOR 
PATRIA, and forward them to the commander in 
chief, who is requefted to prefent the fame, with a copy — 
of this refolution, and the thanks of congrefs for their 
fidelity, and the eminent fervice they have rendered their Py 
country.” The next day they recommended to the fe- [ai 
veral ftates to levy a tax equal to fix millions of filver | 
dollars, to be paid partly in fpecific articles, and the re- 

‘> fidue in gold or filver, or bills of credit, emitted pur- 

| fuant to the refolution of the 18th of March laft. On 

the 28th, they had before them an account of major | 

Tallmadge of the light dragoons, having furprifed and : 

taken fort St. George on Long Ifand, with the garri- &§ 

fon; they extolled the enterprife as planned and con- ; 

‘ducted with wifdom and great gallantry, and executed 

with intrepidity and complete fuccefs by the officers and 

foldiers of his detachment. Such commendations not 
only reward, but excite to military adventures. The 
major croffed the found to the ifland with 80 men; lefe 

: ~ 96 to guard the boats; made @ circuitous route of 20 

| miles 
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#780. miles to the fort, and reduced it almoft inftantly. The 
enemy had 8 killed and wounded. He captivated 1 
lieut. colonel, 1 captain, and 55 privates; deftroyed 400. 
tons of hay, and returned without further lofs than oné 
private wounded. Congrefs have at length determined 
upon having a permanent army. ‘They ought before 
to have gotten rid of an error, which the experience of 
all mankind has exploded, viz. the carrying on a war 
with militia, or which is nearly the fame, temporary le- 
vies. America has been amufed almoft out of her lis 
berties. ‘The behaviour of the militia upon one and 
another occafion, has been uareafonably extolled, by 

men who judge only from the furface, by others who 

: __had particular views in, mifreprefenting, and by vifionary 
~men whofe credulity eafily fwallowed every vague ftory; 
in fupport of a favorite hypothefis. Some of the firft 
generals in the American fervice, are ready folemnly to 
declare, that they never were witnefles to a fingle inftance 
during this conteft, that can countenance an opinion of 
militia or raw troops being fit for the real dufinefs of 
Jighting. Tow little dependence can be had upon fup 
plies by new levies, the laft campaign may ferve to fhow.: 
By a return on the 16th of Auguft it appeared, that gen. 
Wathington had received from New Hampfhire to 
Pennfylvania inclufive, no more than 6,143; and that 
- the deficiency within the fame circuit was 10,397. Rhode 
Ifland was the leaft deficient in proportion to its num-= 
bers, and Pennfylvania the moft. Maffachufetts had in 
the army double the number of any other of the ftates 
north of Maryland. What few troops the general had 
with him, pleafed him however by the rapid proeges 
pie made in military difcipline. 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


The abfolute neceffity of a large and immediate fo- 
reign aid of money, for the continuance of the war, 
came at length under the ferious confideration of con- 


grefs. Gen. Wafhiagton was fo ftrongly convinced of 


its being an object of the utmoft importance, that he gave 
his fentiments upon it to the minifter of France in the 
moft explicit manner. The recommendations of con- 
greis for fpecific articles were not fuffciently operative, 
On the gth of December the general faid—« It is happy 
for us, that the feafon will probably compel both armies 
to continue in a {tate of inactivity, fince ours is f much 
reduced by difcharging the levies which compofe a con- 
fiderable part of it, even before their time of fervice was 
expired. ‘This expedient we were forced to adopt, from 
the prefent total want of flour, and the precarious prof- 
pect of a fupply of that article.” Had it not been for 
a moit vigorous ftep that the American gov. Clinton 
ventured to take, the army muft have difbanded for 
want of bread, as the magazines were exhaufted, and 
tranfportation by land was impracticable had there been 
any thing to act upon. The governor feized feveral 
hundred barrels in the hands of private merchants, which 
they had purchafed up to exchange for other articles. 
Gen. Wafhineton, while travelling in the neighbourhood 
of Pitt’s Town, fell in with a parcel of cattle that were 
going to be flaughtered and falted. Befide being im- 
menfely poor, they were fo fmall, that they would not 
average 175 lbs. the nett quarters. Some could not ex- 
“ceed a hundred weight, and others were mere calves. 
Tt hefe pafs by the head, and the flate or flates that fur- 
nifh them will have the reputation of fupplying that 
number of merchantable bullocks, when the fact is, that 
| ats next 
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next fummer a ftarving man would fcarcely eat the beef 
they were about to put up, after the falr had extracted 
the little fat and juices that were in it. The general 
faw about a hundred, and his information extended to 
about 800-more of the fame kind in the neighbourhood. 
He directed the commiffary to felect the beft for falting, 
and to let the other be eaten, as it would be a wafte of 


. falt, barrels and time, to put the fameup. Many other 


inftances of a fimilar impofition to what has been related 
might be given *. 

The generous exertions of the American daughters of 
liberty in Philadelphia and the neighbourhood, to be- 
friend the continental foldiers, are a perfect contraft to 
jt. Mention was made of them in my laft letter, p. 376. 
Their donations purchafed a fufficient quantity of cloth, 
and their hands made the fame into two thoufand one 
hundred and feven fhirts, which were delivered to the 
perfon appointed to receive them by gen. Wafhington, 
Pennfylvania furnifhed the whole quantity, except fe- 


~venty-feven, which were the produce of the Jerfeys. | 


The daughters of this laft ftate made a further prefent 
of three hundred and eighty pair oi ftockings fT. | 

The board of loyal refugees at New York have for 
many months back pofieffed fomething like a fleet of 
fmall privateers and cruifers; by the aid of which they 
have committed various depredations, and great excefles 


in different places, from peculiar neitonel animofity ; 


and thereby have irritated their adverfaries to retaliate in 
like manner. ‘Thus the feelings of humanity have been 
fufpended on both fides ; fcenes of wafte and havock 


* The general’s teat of eG a 1780. + The general's 


paperss 


have 
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have followed; and a predatory war been carried on, 17 80> 


tending neither to fubjugation nor reconciliation, but the 
reverfe. While thefe have been the operations upon 
the maritime coafts of the continent, the back fettle. 
ments and inland frontiers have been ravaged .by'the ini- 
mical: Indians, their tory affociates, and-a number of 
Britifh regulars. The New York ftate fuffered the moft, 
by parties under major Carleton, Sir John Johnfon,. and 
capt. Brandt. In the beginning of Aueuft, they burnt 
more than ¢0 houfes and 47 barns, the principal part of 
Canijohary, a fine fettlement about 56 miles from Al- 
bany. They deftroyed.27 houfes at Schoharie; and 
at Norman’s Creek 20. In October their irruptions 
were renewed, Stone Arabia and Canaghfioraga were 
attacked, and Schoharie afrefh; and a great extent of 
country about the Mohawk river was laid wafte. A 
number of the fettlers were killed and more made pri- 
foners. Sir John Johnfon was obliged to fight them re- 
peatedly ; but was careful, Indian like, not to ftay lone 
enough in any one place, to admit of his enemy’s col 
lecting a fufficient force to bring on a decifive action, 
My next will moft probably contain an account of de- 
predations in another Gee: as gen, Ar nold failed from 
Sandy Hoek on the:auft of December, with a body of 
troops under his cof mand on an expedition 

Oétober the 5th, the “Maflachufe tts general court ad- 
journed. The laft aét they pafied was—“* An aédt to ine 
corporate an academyan the town of Andover, by the 
name of Phillips’s academy.” No buline& requiring-ano- 


4 


ther ‘meeting, they ceafed of courfe. The Wednefday 


three weeks, the 25th of that month, was the day ap- 


pointed f for the general eleCtion agreeable to the new Cone 
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3780. ftitution. It was ufhered in by the ringing of bells, 
firing of cannon, and other demonftrations of the pub- 
lic rejoicing. When the two houfes were formed, a 
committee was appointed to examine the returns of the 
feveral towns for a governor, though it was before known 
on whom the choice had fallen. ‘They: reported that 
his excellency John Hancock efg; was eleGted governor 
by a great majority of votes. .A committee ‘of both 
houfes waited upon him to inferm him of it, and re- 


queft his attendance at the council chamber.. After he 
had gone through all the formalities required to qualify 
him for his office, the fecretary, from the balcony of 
the ftate-houfe, declared, to the attending crowds in the 
fireet, his excellency John Hancock efg; governor of 
the Maflachufett’s commonwealth, which was repeated 
by the fheriff of the county of Suffolk. A grand feu dé 
yore was given by the militia companies. Thirteen can- 
non were fired by the artillery, and three vollies by the 
independent company. The cannon at the Caftle and 
Fort Hill, and on board the fhipping in the harbour 
were fired upon the occafion. The eovernor, fenate 
and houfe of reprefentatives, then attended divine fer- 
vice, agreeable to anciént wah cuftom, at the Old 
Brick Meeting-houfe. The Rev. Dr. Samuel Cooper: 
delivered a fuitable and acceptable ditvourte from the fol- 
lowing words in the 30th of Jeremiah —* And their § 
congregation fhall be eftablifhed ; and their nobles fhall 
be of, themfelves; and their governor fhall proceed out 
ofthe midft of them.” When fervice was. finifhed, they 
proceeded to Faneuil- hall, amidft a great concourfe of 
people, where an elegant entertainment: was: provided, om 
and a large number of le ae gentlemen of alfor-. - j 
6 Mc oders 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
ders affembled. 


ing, thirteen toafts were drank, each being accompanied 
with the firing of a cannon. No gentleman being elect- 
ed lieut, governor by the majority of the people, the 
fenate and houfe on the 3oth, made choice of James 
Bowdoin efq; who declined the honor partly on account 
of his not being chofen by the votes of the freemen, 
but chiefly becaufe of his continued ill ftate of health, 


The next perfon fixed upon was the prefident of the 
council, Thomas Cufhing efg; who accepted. 


On the 18th of December died at Newport, his ex- Dee, 
cellency Charles Louis De Ternay, knight of St. John 1% 


of Jerufalem, late governor of the iflands of F rance and 
Bourbon, and chief commander of the French fquadron 
in the American feas. His remains were the next day 


interred in Trinity chureh-yard of faid town, attended 
with military honors. 


* 


END oF THE THIRD VoLuME. 
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Page 64, line 22, read himfelf. P. 75, 1.28, read have. P. 167, 
1. 2, read and endeavoured, P. 227, 1.26, read OGober. P. 2965 
I, 11, read the Britith admirals, P, 306, 1. 11, read diftance from, 
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